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The Honorable Wayne Joncs

St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff
as Iix-Officio Parish Tax Collector

l.aPlace, l.ouisiana

We have audited the accompanying statement of asscts and liabilities and the statement of collections,
distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector IFund (agency fund) of the St. John the Baptist Parish
Sheriff, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements
arc the responsibility of the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government
Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of
material misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates madce by management, as well as cvaluating the overall financial statcment presentation,
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion,

As described more fully in Note 1, the accompanying statcments present information only on the Tax
Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statements have been prepared on the cash basis of
accounting which is a comprechensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the assets
and liabilitics and the collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. John

the Baptist Parish Sherift, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, on the basis of accounting described in
Note 1.
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Qur audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements taken as a
wheole. The year 2000 supplemental information on page 9 1s not a required part of the basic financial statcments
but is supplemental information required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. We have applied
cerlain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of
measurcment and presentation of the supplemental information. However, we did not audit the information and
do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff
is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Sheriff’s year 2000 remediation cfforts will be successful in
whole or in part, or that parties with which the Sheriff does business are or will become year 2000 compliant.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also i1ssucd a report dated August 20, 1999
on our consideration of the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting and our

tests of 1ts compliance with certain laws, regulations, contracts, and grants.

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC

Certified Public Accountants

L.afayelte, L.ouisiana
August 20, 1999




_—— e e — —_— —_— —
—_ . — — — — =

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIF)
TAX COLLLECTOR AGIENCY FUND
LaPlace, LLouistana

Statement of Assets and Liabilities
June 30, 1999

ASSETS
Cash and interest-bearing deposits $ 328,066
LIABILITILS
Duc to taxing bodies and others $ 328,066

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.



ST. JOIIN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIFF
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
i.aPlace, l.ouisiana

Statement of Collections, Iistributions, and Unsettled Balances
Year IE'nded June 30, 1999

Unsettled balances al July 1, 19G8 S 233051
Collections:
Ad valorem taxes 18,804 927
In-licu of taxes 129 350
State revenuc sharing 883,475
Sportsmien's Hoenscs 05,728
PParish licensces 570,740
I'ines and forfeitures 775518
Criminal court costs 620,580
Interest on -
Delinguent taxes 20,022
Deposil of taxes 13,072
I'ax notices, cIc. 6,693
Redemptions and refunds 98,225
Total collections 22018330
Distributions:
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisherics 82,069
}.ouisiana Department of Public Safety 4,400
1 .ouisiana Department of Treasury 621,836
l.ouisiana Commission of Law Enforcement and
Administration of Criminal Justice 28,329
l.ouvisiana Rehabilitation Services 24 887
Pension funds 517,710
[Louisiana Tax Commission 2,761
Redemptions and refunds 123,831
$1. John the Baptist Parish -
Assessor 538,818
Clerk of Court 75,063
[.ibrary 1,524,235
Parish Council 5,497 430
School Board (.889.1372
Sherniff 5,516,008
Forticth Judicial District -
District Atlorney 238,854
Indigent Defender Board 185,816
Judicial Administrator 51,896
Total distributions 21,924,215
Unsettied balances at June 30, 1999 $ 328,006

T'he accompanying notcs arc an integral part of this statement.



(1)

(2)

(3)

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIEFE
I.aPlace, l.ouisiana

Noies to Financial Statements

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the SherifT is the ex-
officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem
properly taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and
{rapping licenses.

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of cach tax collector be audited
annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statement reficcts financial activity of the Sheriff relating
only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also included
in the Sheriff's general purpose financial statements.

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law,
distributions pursvant to such law, and unscttled balances due various taxing bodics and others. The
accompanying financial statement has been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections
recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid.

Interest-Bearing [)eposits

State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank domiciled in the parish where
the funds are collected. At June 30, 1999, the Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits (book balances)
totaling $328,006, representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30,
1999 of $331,396 are fully secured through federal deposit insurance as well as the pledge of securitics.

State Revenue Sharing Funds

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 63 of 1998 reccived during the year were allocated
among the taxing bodies as follows:

Pontchartrain Levee District $ 58,465
L.afourche Basin Levee District 2,721
St. John the Baptist Parish:
Council 103,341
School Board 192,132
Assessor 52,590
Library 88,0637
Sherift:
Law enforcement district 259.402
Commission 112,476
Penstion funds 13,711
Total $ 883,475
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ST. JOHUN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIFF
[.aPlace, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continucd)

(4) Unscttled Balances

The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 1999 of $328,066 consists of $17,036 in current year taxcs,
$1.145 in interest carned, $15,463 in sporting licenses, $56,746 in parish licenses, $4,235 in refunds and
redemptions, $78,913 in fines and forfeitures, $66,763 in criminal costs, and $87,765 in protest taxcs.
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ST. JOHUHN THE BAPTIST PARISIE SFIERIIA¢
LaPlace, 1.ouisiana

Year 2000 Issue (unaudited)
Year linded Junc 30, 1999

Impact of Year 2000 on Computer Programs (Unaudited)

The Year 2000 issue is the result of computer programs being written using two digits rather than four
to define the applicable yecar. Any of the Sheriff’s computer programs that have time sensitive software may
recognize a date using “00” as the year 1900 rather than the year 2000. This could result in a system failurce
or miscalculations causing disruptions of operations, including among other things, a temporary inabifity to
process transactions or engage 1n similar normal business activities,

The Sheriff has completed an inventory of computer systems and other electronic equipment that may
be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting Sheriff operations and have identified
such systems as being tax collecting.

e The tax collecting system has been assessed, remediated, and tested and validated.

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related
recmediation efforts will not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. Management cannot assurc
that the Sherifl 1s or will be Year 2000 rcady, that the Sheriff’s remediation efforts will be successful in whole
or in part, or that parties with whom the Sheriff does business will be year 2000 rcady. The Sheriff is utilizing
external resources to identify and test the systems for Year 2000 compliance.
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The 1onorable Wayne Jonces

St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff as
1ix-Officio Tax Collector

[.allace, |.outsiana

We have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) {financial statements of the St. John the Baptist
Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have i1ssued our report thercon dated August 20,
1999. Qur report states that the statement of assets and liabilities and the statement of collcctions, distributions,
and unsctiled balances have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which 1s a comprehensive basis of
accounting other than generally aceepted accounting principics.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards

applicable 1o financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptrolier General
of the United States.

Comphancce

As part of obtaining rcasonable assurance about whcether the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff's
financial stalements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain

provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a dircct and material
cifect on 1he determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with
thosc provisions was not an objcctive of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The

results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government
Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reperting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff's internal
control over financial reporting in order 1o determine our auditing procedures for the purposc of expressing our
opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the nternal control over financial reporting,.
However, we noted a cerlain matter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that
we consider 10 be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming 1o our attention relating
to significant deficiencices in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our
judgment, could adverscly affect the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff's ability 1o record, process, summarize
and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. The reportable
condition noted is in the accompanying schedule of prior and current audit findings as item 99-1.

MEMBER OF
MMAERICAH INSTITLRE OF
1] CERTIFIER PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
SOCIE |'Y OF LOUISIANA
CERTIFIED PUBLY. ACCOLRTANTS
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control
components does not reduce 1o a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be
matcerial in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely
period by employces in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Qur consideration of the
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that
might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions (hat arc
also considered to be material weaknesses. We believe the reportable condition identified as item 99-1 in the
schedule of prior and current audit findings is a material weakness.

This report s intended solely for the information and use of management and is not intended to be and
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC

Certtficd Public Accountants

[.afayctie, Louistana
August 20, 1999
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIFF
lLaPlace, l.ouisiana

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and
Management's Corrective Action Plan

Year EEinded June 30, 1999

I. Prior Ycar Findings

Compliance

There were no mstances of noncompliance at June 30, 1998.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

item 98- 1 - Inadequate Segregation of Accounting Functions

I‘inding:

Due to the small number of employcees, the Sheriff did not have adequate scgregation of functions
within the accounting system.

Status:

Unresolved. See item 99-1,

Managcement lLetter Items
There were no management letier items for the Tax Collector FFund at June 30, 1998.

II. Current Year Findings and Management's Corrective Action Plan:

Compliance

There were no instances of noncompliance at June 30, 1999,

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

Item 99-1 - Inadequate Scgregation of Accounting Functions

I‘inding:

Duc to the small number of employees, the Sheriff did not have adequate segregation of functions
within the accounting system.

Management's Corrective Action Plan:

Management has determined that it is not cost effective to achieve complete segregation of dutics
within the accounting department. No plan is considered necessary:.

Management Letter Items

There are no management letter items for the Tax Collector Fund at June 30, 1999
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