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ELLIOTT & ASSOCIATES, INC.
A Professional Accounting Corporation
P. O. Box 1287
Lecsville, Louisiana 71496-1287

(337) 239-2535 W. Micheal Elliott, CPA
(337)238-5135
I'ax 239-2295

UNQUALIFIED OPINION ON GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS-GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

The Honorable Judge Vernon Clark and
the Honorable Judge John Ford
Thirtieth Judicial District Judges
].cesville, ovisiana

I have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the Thirtieth Judicial District Cournt
Judicial Iixpense T'und, a component unit of the Vernon Parish Police lury, as of and {or the two years
cnded December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are
the responsibility of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund's tnanagement. My responsi-
bility is 10 cxpress an opinion on these general-purpose financial statements based on my audit.

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable
to financial audits contained 1n Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the
United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
about whether the general-purposc financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on alest basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the gencral-purpose financial
stalements. Anaudit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made
by management, as well as cvaluating the overall gencral-purpose financial statement presentation. I belicve
that my audit provides a rcasonable basts for my opinion.

In my opinion, the gencral-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial posittion of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for
the two years then ended December 31, 1999, and the results of its operations {or the two years then ended
in conformity with gencrally accepled accounting principles.

In accordance with Government Auditing Siandards, 1 have also issucd a report dated September 26, 2000,
on my considcration of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expensc Fund's internal control over
{inancial reportmg and my tests of its compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants.



My audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial stalements
of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund taken as a whole. The accompanying {inancial
information listed as additional information in the table of contents i1s presented {or purposes of additional
analysis and 1s not a required part of the {inancial statements of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial
Yixpense Yund. Such information has been subjected 1o the auditing procedures applied m the audit of the
gencral purposc financial statements and, inmy opmion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation
o the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole.

L 1 =0 APAC

| ecsville, 101\1%]&11’1
September 206, 2000




ELLIOTT & ASSOCIATES, INC.

A Professional Accounting Corporation
P.O.Box 1287
l.cesville, Lowsiana 71496-1287

{(318) 239-2555 W. Micheal Elliott, CPA

{318y 2385155
Fax 239-2205

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL
REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMLED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

The 1lonorable Judge Vernon Clark and
the Honorable Judge John Ford
Thirticth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund

] have audited the {inancial statements of the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as
of and for the two years then ended December 31, 1999, and have issued my report thereon dated
Septembey 26, 2000. 1 conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards
and the standards applicable to financial audits contamed in Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by
the Compiroller General of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtlaining reasonablc assurance about whether the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial
I'xpense Fund's financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed iesis of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncomphance with which
could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However,
providing an opion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and,
accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed one instance of
noncompliance that 1s required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards which are
described as {ollows:

19991 Finding: This audit report is not being 1ssucd within the six months of the close of its
December 31, 1999 fiscal year-end. This 18 a violation of 1.SA R.S. #24:513(A)(5)(a).

deadline since this was the initial audit. Future audits beginning with Year 2000 will be
completed by the statutory deadline,

Internal Control Qver Financial Reporting

In planning and performing my audit, I considered the Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense
Fund's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures {or the
purposc of expressing my opinion on the {nancial statements and not to provided assurance on the
internal conirol over financial reporting. My consideration of the internal control over financial
reporting would not necessartly disclose all matlers in the internal contro] that might be material
wecaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or opcration of one or more of the
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in
amounts that would be material 1n relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not
be detceted within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned
functions. ] noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation
that | consider 10 be materal weakncsses,

e e ——— —



This report 15 intended solcly for the information and use of management, others within the organization,
the Thirticth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund, and the Louisiana l.cgislative Auditor.
However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited.

%ﬁ\ hsse Abac

Leesvilie, ].omsiana
September 26, 2000




Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS

For the Two years then ended December 31, 1999

I have audited the financial statements of Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and
for the two years then ended December 31, 1999, and have issued my report thereon dated September 26,
2000. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards
applicable 10 financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller
General of the United States. My audit of the financial statements as of December 31, 1999 resulted in an

unqualificd opinion.

Section | Summary of Auditor's Reports

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance
Material 1o the Financial Statements

Internal Control
Material Weaknesses () Yes (X) No
Reportable Conditions () Yes (X) No

Compliance
Compliance Material 1o Financial
Statements () Yes (X) No

b. FFederal Awards

Interna! Control
Material Weaknesses () Yes () No (X)N/A

Reportable Conditions (X} Yes { ) No () N/A

Type of Opinion On Compliance For Major Programs
Unqualtfied () Qualified ()
Disclaimer () Adverse ()

N/A (X)

Arc their findings required to be reported in accordance with Circular A-133, Section .510(a)?
() Yes ()No (X)N/A
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¢. Identification ol Major Programs
CIDA Number(s) Name ol Federal Program
None None

Dollar threshold used 1o distinguish between Type A and Type B Programs:
$ N/A

Is the auditee a "low-risk” auditee, as defined by OMB Circular A-1337?
()Yes ()No (X)N/A

Scction 11 Financial Statement Findings

1999 1 Finding: This audit report 1s noi being 1ssued within the six months of the close of its
December 31, 1999 fiscal year-end. This is a violation of LSA R.S. #24:513(A)(5)(a).

Seetion 11} Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs

N/A

Sce mndependent auditor's report.
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STATEMENT A
THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS
DI:CEMBER 31, 1999

Governmental Account
Fund Type Group Totals
Special Revenue General (Memorandum
Fund Fixed Assels Only)
ASSETS
Cash and cash cquivalents (Note 2) $ 73,734 $ e $ 73,734
Receivables (Note 3):
Suit fees 360 — 360
Defendant fees 2.224 — 2,224
General fixed assets (Note 4) e V4] 94
Total assels $ 76318 § 941 S _77.259
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY
LIARILITIES $ $ A “n
F'UND EQUITY
Investment in general fixed assets (Nole 4) — 941 94 ]
Fund balances - unreserved-
undesignated 76,318 = 76,318
Total fund equity 76318 947 77.259
TOTAL LIABILITIES
AND FUND EQUITY $_76.318 §_ 941 $ 77259

The accompanying notes arc an mtegral part of this statement.

e



STATEMIENT B

THIRTIETH JUDICIAT. DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGIS

IN FUND BALANCE - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE
FOR THE TWO YEARS DECEMBER 31, 1999

Revenues:
Iecs, charges., and commissions
{for services

Total revenues
Expenditures::
Personal services and related benefits
Opcerating services
Matcrials and supplies
Travel and other charges
Capital outlay

Total expenditures

I'xcess of revenues over
expenditures

I'und balances. beginning

J-'und balances, ending

For the Year Ended December 31,

1999

$ 65,109

65,109

231
4,428
941

5,600

29,509

10,809

$ 76,318

The accompanying notes are an intcgral part of this statement,

—— e ——

1998

$ 16.880

16,880
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THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSIE: FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE TWOQO YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The Thirtieth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund (the “Judicial Expense I'und”) was
established by Act 75 of the 1998 Session of the Louisiana Legislature to be effective Januvary 1,
1998. The act provides that the clerk of court in the Thirtieth Judicial District shall collect from
every person filing any type of civil suit or proceeding, and who is not otherwise exempted by
law {rom the payment of court costs, a sum to be determined by the judges of the district, sitting
en banc, which sum shall not exceed fifteen dollars, subject, however, 1o the provisions of Code
of Civil Procedure Art. 5181 et seq. In all criminal cases over which the Thurtieth Judicial
District Court has jurisdiction, there shall be taxed as costs against every defendant who 1s
convicted after trial or after he pleads guilty or nolo contendere or who forfeits his bond a sum
likewise deiermined, but which shall not exceed five dollars, which shall be collected by the
sheridf.

The clerk of court and sheriff shall place all sums collected or recelved under this Scction with
the chief judge, who shall place the funds in a separate account 1o be desighated as the judicial
expense fund for the Thirticth Judicial District Court. The judges of the court, sitting en banc,
shall have control over the fund and all disbursements made therefrom.

The judges of the court, sitting en banc, in licu of all or any part of the fees for reporting and
transcribing testimony authorized under the provisions of R.S. 13:961(F), or other apphcable
laws, and i addition 1o salaries otherwise provided, authorized, or established by law, may fiix
and pay cach of their court reporters a salary from the yudicial expense fund. The judges, sitting
cn banc, may further appoint such secretarial, law clerks, clerical, research, administrative, or
other personnel as they deem necessary to expedite the business and function of the court and {1x
and pay all or any part of the salaries of such personnel out of the momes in the judicial expense
fund. In like manner, the judges, sitting en banc, may utilize the monies in the judicial expense
fund to pay all or any part of the cost of establishing or maintaining a law ltbrary for the court or
for buying or maintaining any type of equipment, supplics, or other items consistent with or
germane 1o the efficient operation of the court. In general, the judicial expense fund is
¢stablished and may be used for any purpose connected with, incidental to, or related 1o the
proper administration or function of the court or the offices of the judges, and is in addition to
any and all other funds, salaries, expenses, or other monies that are now or hereafter provided,
authorized, or established by law {for any of these purposes.

No salary shall be paid from the judicial expense fund for the Thirtteth Judicial District Court to

any ol the judges thercof except as may be paid for admimstering the fund and then only after
prior legislative approval.
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THRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINULD)
FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDED DECEMBIER 31, 1999

The following 1g a summary of the more significant accounting policics:

A. REPORTING ENTITY

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Vernon Parish
Police Jury 1s the financial reporting entity for Vernon Parish. The financial reporting
cntity consists of (a) the primary Government (police jury), (b) organizations for which
the primary government is financially accountable, and (¢) other organizations for which
nature and significance of the relationship with re primary government are such that
exclusion would cause the reporting entity’s financial statements to be misleading or
incomplete,

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for
determiming which component units should be considered part of the Vernon Parish
Pohice Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion {or including a poiential
component umt within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set
forth eriteria 1o be considered to determining financial accountability. This criteria
includes:

. Appointing a voling majority of an organization’s governing body, and
. The ability of the police jury 10 impose 1ts will on that organization and/or
b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to

or 1mpose specific financial burdens on the police jury.

2. Orgamzations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are
fiscally depcndent on the police jury.

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial stalements would be
mislcading 1f data of the organization is not included because of the nature or
significance of the relationship.

The Judicial Expense I'und is a part of the district court system. Because the district court
system 1s {iscally dependent on the police jury for office space and courtrooms, the Judicial
Expense I'und was determined to be a component unit of the Vernon Parish Police Jury, the
financial reporting entity. The accompanying {inancial statements present information only on
the funds mamtained by the Judicial Expense Fund and do not present information on the police
jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other
covernmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity.

~-11-
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THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDED DECEMBIR 31, 1999

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION

The accompanying general purposc financial statements of the Judicial Expense I'und have been
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied 1o
povernmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASD) 1s the accepted
standard-sctting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

C. FUND ACCOUNTING

The Judicial Expense Fund uses funds and account groups o report on its financial position and
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to
aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or
aclivitics.

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand,
an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability {or certain
assels and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net
expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with the measurement of
financial position, not with the measurement of results of operations.

Funds are classified into three catcgories; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Fach
calepory, in turn, is divided into separate “fund tpes”. Governmental funds arc used to account
for a government’s general activitics, including the collectin and disbursement of specific or
lepally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and thre
servicing of general long-term obligations. Governmental funds focus of attention is on the
providing of services to the public as opposed to proprictary Tunds where the focus of atiention
is on rccovering the cost of providing services 1o the public or other agencies through service
charges or user fees. The Judicial IZxpense Fund’s current operations require the use of the
following {und type and account group:

Special Revenue Fund - Special revenue funds are to account for the proceeds of specific
revenue sources that are legally restricted 1o expenditures for specific purposes such as the
collection of criminal court costs as explained in detail on page 11.

General Fixed Asset Account Group - Fixed asscts used in governmental fund type opcrations
(eencral Tixed assets) are accounted for in the general fixed asset account group, rather than in
the governmental funds. All fixed assets are vatued at actual historical cost. No depreciation has
been provided on general {ixed assets.

1D



THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSL FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund 1s determined by its
measurement focus. The governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial
resources measurcment focus, With this measurement focus, only current assets and
current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of
these funds present increases and decreases 1n net current assets.,

The records of the Judicial Expense Fund are maintained on the cash basis of accounting,
IHowever, the governmental funds reporied in the accompanying financial statements has
been converted 1o the modificd accrual basis of accounting using the following practices
in recording revenues and expenditures:

Revenues - Fees collected n the form of court costs are recorded as revenue 1 the year
in which such fecs are carned.

Expenditures - Expenditures are gencrally recognized under the modified accroal basis
of accounting when the related fund liability 1s incurred. b:xceptions to this gencral rule
include principal and interest on general long-term debt which 1s recogmzed when due,

Other Financing Sources - Any other types of transactions are accounted for as other
{inancing sources, such as sales of fixed asscts, long-term debt proceeds, capital lease
transactions, et cetera. These other financing sources are recognized at the time the
underlying events occur.

E. BUDGETARY PRACTICES

The Judicial Expense Fund was not required to and did not adopt a budget for the two
years ended December 31, 1999, due 1o their amount of total expenditures being less than
$250,000. Therefore, a comparison of actual expenditures versus budgeted expenditures
is not shown in the accompanying financial statements.

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

Cash inchudes amounts in petty cash, demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits,
and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits with
maturitics of three months or less. Under state law, the district may deposit funds m
demand deposits, inferest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, and time
deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their
principal offices in Louisiana, or United States bonds, treasury bills and noies, or
cerlificates.

-] 32—
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TYIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINULED)
FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999

G. ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

Al receivables arc reported at their gross value and, where applicable, are reduced by the
estimated portion that is expected to be uncollectible. Uncollectible amounts are
recognized as bad debis through the establishment of an allowance accoumt at the time
information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the receivable.
A1 December 31, 1999, no amounts were decmed uncollectible.

11. TOTAL COLUMN ON COMBINED STATEMENTS

The total column on the combined balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only 1o
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. 1Jata in this column
does not presend financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles. Neither is such data comparable 1o a consolidation.

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

The Judicial Expense Fund’s carrying amount of deposits with financial institutions was $73,734
al December 31, 1999, The bank balance at December 31, 1999 was $73,734. All cash balances
of the Judicial Iixpense Fund are secured by {ederal deposit insurance,

3. RECEIVARLES

The receivables of $2,584 at December 31, 1999 represent amounts due the Judicial Expense
I'unad {for criminal and civil fees which were earned during December of 1999 but were not
remitted until subsequent to year-end.

—14-



TINRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999

4. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS

The following is a summary of changes in general fixed assets of the Judicial Expense FFund for
the two ycars ended December 31, 1999:

Office
Equipment

Balance at January 1, 1998 $ -
Year ended December 31, 1998:

Additions -

Deletions ——
Ycar ended December 31, 1999:

Additions 041

Deletions  ame

Balance at December 31, 1999 S . 941

S. OTHER DISCLOSURES

There were no subsequent cvents, leases, or related party transactions that require disclosures in
these notes 10 the December 31, 1999 financial statements.

N
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Schedule ]

THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS

FFor the Two Years Ended December 31, 1999
SECTION ] INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
This is the first year that the Judicial Expense Fund has had an audit yeport,

SKECTION 11 INTERNAL CONTROIL. AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAIL TO FEDERAL
AWARDS

This is the first year that the Judicial Expense Fund has had an audit report.
SECTION 111 MANAGEMENT LETTER

This 1s the first year that the Judicial Expense Fund has had an audit report.

Sce independent auditor's report.

- 1'?_




Schedule 2

THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
MANAGEMENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN

For the Year Iinded December 31, 1999
SECTION1 INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
19991 The Judicial Expense Fund will have 1ts December 31, 2000 audit completed by Junc 30,

2001,

SECTION 11 INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL

AWARDS
N/A
SECTION 11 MANAGEMENT LETTER
N/A

Sec mdependent auditor's report.
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