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Commission's ability to continue as a going concern for tweive months beyond the financial statement date,
including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

AUDITOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Our objectives are 10 obfain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from matenal misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our
opimons. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore i1s not
a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government
Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulling from error, as fraud may involve collusion,
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the ovemde of internal control. Misstatements are
considered material if there is a substantial kikelihood that. individually or in the aggregate, they would influence
the wdgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govemment Auditing
Standards, we:

« Exercise professional judgment and mamntain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

« ldentify and assess the risks of material musstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud
or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those nsks. Such procedures include
examining, on a lest basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.

« Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Rapides Area Planning Commission’s internatl control. Accordingly, no such opinion
is expressed.

s FEvaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonabieness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements.

+« Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that
raise substantial doubt about the Rapides Area Planning Commission’s ability to continue as a going
concern for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with govemance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internat control-related matters that
we identified during the audit.

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principies generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management's
discussion and analysis and budgetary comparison information described in the table of conlents be presented
to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibiity of management and,
although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in
an appropriate operational, economic, or histoncal context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the
required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of Amenca, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of prepanng the information
and comparing the information for consistency with management’'s responses to our inguiries, the basic
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We
do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not
provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.
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assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will
always detect material nohcompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting material noncompliance resulting
from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance
requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in
the aggregate, it wouid influence the judgment made by a reasonabile user of the report on compliance about
the Rapides Area Planning Commission’s compiiance with the requirements of each major federal program as
a whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with generailly accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing
Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we:

» Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

+ Identify and assess the risks of material noncomphiance, whether due to fraud or error, and design and
perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test
basis, evidence regarding the Rapides Area Planning Commission’s compliance with the compliance
requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures as we conhsidered necessary in
the circumstances.

« Obtain an understanding of Rapides Area Planning Commission’s internal control over compliance
relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are approgriate in the circumstances and
to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Rapides Area Planning
Commission’'s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in internal
control over compliance that we identified during the audit.

REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over compliance
does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to
prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program on
a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of
deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material
noncomphance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected
and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or
a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over comphance with a type of comphance requirement of a
federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important
enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the Auditor's
Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify ali deficiencies in
internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control
aver compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control
over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. However, material
weaknesses of significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that were not identified.

Our audit was not designhed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control
over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

22


















APPENDIX A

Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures

-Appendix-




























































Rapides Area Planning Commission

Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures
Schedule of Procedures, Results and Managements’ Response {Continued)

Ethics
Agreed-Upon Procedure Results Managements’ Response
21  Using the 5 randomly selected

employees/officials from procedure #16 under

“Payrall and Personnel” above, obtain ethics

documentation from management, and:

a. Observe that the documentation | Documentation of ethics training was available | The results did not include findings or criticisms.
demonstrates each employee/official | for each of the employees selected.
completed one hour of ethics training dunng
the fiscal penod.

b. Observe that the documentation | An official written ethics policy was not | Based on the training that our employees have
demonstrates each employee/official | availlable.  Accordingly, there were no | received, we believe that ethics requirements
attested through signature verification that | verfications from employees are clearly understood. We will consider the
he or she has read the entity’s ethics policy need for a formal written policy and obtan
during the fiscal period. verfications if necessary.

22 Inguire and/or observe whether the agency | A designee has been appointed. The results did not include findings or criticisms.
has appointed an ethics designee as required

by R.S.42:1170.

5-20
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