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Independent Auditor’s Report 

 
Honorable Jayson Richardson 
DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Opinions 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the major fund, 
and the aggregate remaining fund information of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff (the “Sheriff”), Mansfield, 
Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, 
which collectively comprise the Sheriff’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.  

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities, the major fund, and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of the Sheriff as of June 30, 2024, and the respective changes in 
financial position thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 

Basis for Opinions 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
section of our report. We are required to be independent of the Sheriff and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that 
the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 
The Sheriff’s management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, 
and for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or 
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Sheriff’s ability to continue as 
a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known 
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.  

Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance 
and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government 
Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a 
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the 
aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial 
statements. 

 
3



 

 

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we: 

• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 
fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such 
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Sheriff’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements. 

• Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, 
that raise substantial doubt about the Sheriff’s ability to continue as a going concern for a 
reasonable period of time. 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, 
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related 
matters that we identified during the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the information 
listed in the table of contents as Required Supplemental Information Part 1 and Part II be presented to 
supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and, 
although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic 
financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied 
certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion 
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with 
sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Supplementary Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the DeSoto Parish Sheriff’s basic financial statements. The information listed in the table of 
contents as Supplementary Information is presented for the purpose of additional analysis and is not a 
required part of the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and 
was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
basic financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In 
our opinion, the Supplementary Information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic 
financial statements as a whole. 
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 31, 
2024, on our consideration of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff’s internal control over financial reporting and on 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements 
and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control 
over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on 
the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering DeSoto Parish Sheriff’s 
internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

 
Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
 
Mansfield, Louisiana 
December 31, 2024 
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Non-major Governmental Funds  

The other non-major funds that the Sheriff’s office maintains are those related to DARE, Task Force activities, and 
Criminal Interdiction. The Tri-Parish Task Force is set up for narcotics investigations and is funded by grants from 
the three parishes involved and seizure deposits. DARE’s primary activities are for the salary and expenses related 
to a deputy for drug intervention/education for children. The revenue and expenses for this fund have remained 
fairly constant. The Criminal Interdiction Fund is comprised of monies released that were held from drug seizures.  

The non-major Special Revenue Funds' revenues including transfers from other funds (detailed in Schedule 6 as 
Supplementary Information) increased by $47,768 over 2023 and expenditures increased by $38,581. The net 
effect was a fund balance increase of $27,021 for 2024 versus the 2023 net increase of $122,834.  
GENERAL FUND BUDGETARY HIGHLIGHTS 
Budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the fiscal year. The budget policy of the 
Sheriff complies with state law, as amended, and as set forth in the Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 39, Chapter 9, 
Louisiana Local Government Budget Act (LSA--R.S. 39:1301 seq.). The Sheriff did not amend the original budget 
during the year.  

Actual revenues and other financing sources available for expenditure were $668,665 (2.53%) more than originally 
budgeted. Actual expenditures and other financing uses were $2,258,601 (9.25%) less than the final budgeted 
amounts. 

CAPITAL ASSETS AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 
Capital Assets 

The Sheriff’s investment in capital assets, as of June 30, 2024, was $25,201,193, net of accumulated depreciation 
and amortization of $11,315,596, leaving a book value of $13,885,597. This investment in capital assets consists of 
safety equipment, vehicles, office furniture and equipment, farm, training and communications equipment, buildings 
and improvements, and computer hardware, and software, and right-of-use assets. Investment in capital assets 
increased $1,548,328 from the prior year balance of $12,337,269. 

Additions to capital assets during year ended June 30, 2024, include building improvements, safety, farm, and 
office equipment purchases of $160,099, a land acquisition for $51,380, 27 new vehicles for $1,661,673, and 
$1,322,313 in construction in progress related to communication projects, a new mobile emergency command 
center, and a new Detention Center. 

At June 30, 2024, the depreciable capital assets for governmental activities were 49% depreciated versus 45% for 
the prior year. This comparison indicates that the Sheriff is replacing his assets at a steady rate. This percentage is 
a positive indicator. 

Debt 

At year end, the Sheriff’s long-term debt is due to employees for uncompensated earned absences and for accrued 
health care and life insurance benefits, pension benefits for retirees and recognized right-of-use lease liabilities and 
SBITA liabilities. 

ECONOMIC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET 
The annual budget is developed to provide efficient, effective, and economic uses of the Sheriff’s resources, as well 
as a means to accomplish the highest priority objectives. Through the budget, the Sheriff sets the direction of the 
department, allocates its resources, and establishes its priorities. The following economic factors were considered 
when the budget for the fiscal year end June 30, 2025, was prepared. 

• Property tax revenues are conservatively expected to remain constant with the prior year. 

• Sales taxes will remain steady or be down compared to the prior year. 

• The increased costs experienced during the last few years are expected to level off during the year. 

CONTACTING THE SHERIFF’S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the Sheriff’s finances, compliance with 
governmental financial reporting laws and regulations, and demonstrate the Sheriff’s commitment to public 
accountability. The financial report is also available on the Louisiana Legislative Auditor’s website at 
www.lla.state.la.us. If you have questions about this report or would like to request additional information, contact 
Jayson Richardson, Sheriff, 205 Franklin, Mansfield, LA 71052. 
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STATEMENT C

General Nonmajor Statement of
Fund Funds Total Adjustments Activities

EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES
Public Safety:

Personal services & related benefits $ 14,506,833   $ 21,804     $ 14,528,637   $ 1,922,419    $ 16,451,056     
Operating expenses 1,739,436     47,639     1,787,075     (114,721)      1,672,354       
Material & supplies 2,569,377     36,829     2,606,206     -               2,606,206       
Travel & other charges 190,693        1,208       191,901        -               191,901          

Capital outlays 3,195,465     -           3,195,465     (3,195,465)  -                  
Depreciation and amortization expense -                 -           -                 1,627,226    1,627,226       

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES  22,201,804   107,480  22,309,284   239,459       22,548,743     

PROGRAM REVENUES
Charges for Services:

Prisoner reimbursement fees   501,564        -           501,564        -               501,564          
Contractual fees 2,234,292     -           2,234,292     -               2,234,292       
Fines, forfeitures, and other commissions 891,789        26,391     918,180        -               918,180          

Operating grants and contributions 1,518,781     64,055     1,582,836     -               1,582,836       
TOTAL PROGRAM REVENUES 5,146,426     90,446     5,236,872     -               5,236,872       

NET PROGRAM EXPENSE (17,055,378)  (17,034)   (17,072,412)  (239,459)      (17,311,871)    

GENERAL REVENUES
Property taxes 12,119,661   -           12,119,661   504              12,120,165     
Sales taxes 7,158,967     -           7,158,967     -               7,158,967       
State revenue sharing 53,282          -           53,282          -               53,282            
Video poker 218,876        -           218,876        -               218,876          
Miscellaneous income 17,503          -           17,503          -               17,503            
Investment earnings 2,389,622     -           2,389,622     -               2,389,622       

TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES 21,957,911   -           21,957,911   504              21,958,415     

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES / CHANGES IN
NET POSITION 4,902,533     (17,034)   4,885,499     (238,955)      4,646,544       

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Operating transfers in(out) (44,055)         44,055     -                 -               -                  
Sale of assets/ Gain (loss) on sale of assets 37,778          -           37,778          (19,911)        17,867            

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES(USES) (6,277)           44,055     37,778          (19,911)        17,867            

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE /   
CHANGE IN NET POSITION 4,896,256     27,021     4,923,277     (258,866)      4,664,411       

FUND BALANCE / NET POSITION 
Beginning of the year 60,508,804   202,722  60,711,526   50,767,689     
End of the year $ 65,405,060   $ 229,743  $ 65,634,803    $ 55,432,100     

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF
Mansfield, Louisiana

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND

For the year ending June 30, 2024

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
See the accompanying independent auditor's report.

Statement of Revenue, Expenditures 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES / STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Governmental Funds Financial Statements

and Changes in Fund Balance
Government-wide

Statements
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Basic Financial Statements-and 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis-for State and Local Governments
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Accounting and Financial Reporting for Postemployment Benefits 
Other Than Pensions,” 

Net Position 
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Fund Balances 

• Nonspendable

• Restricted--

• Committed

• Assigned--
• Unassigned--

Ad valorem taxes: 

Ad Valorem Taxes Paid Under Protest 
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Ad Valorem Tax Abatement and Homestead Exemption 

Sales Taxes: 

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Investments
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Custodial Credit Risk

Interest Rate Risk

Credit Risk
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Plan Description

Retirement Benefits. 
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Disability Benefits. 

Survivor Benefits. 

Deferred Benefits. 

Back Deferred Retirement Option Plan (Back-DROP
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DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 2024 

 

8. PENSION PLAN (continued) 
Permanent Benefit Increases/Cost of Living Adjustments. As fully described in Title 11 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes, the Fund allows for the payment of permanent benefit increases, also known as cost‐of‐living 
adjustments (COLAs), which are funded through investment earnings when recommended by the Board of 
Trustees and approved by the State Legislature. Cost-of-living provisions for the Fund allows the board of trustees 
to provide an annual cost of living increase of 2.5% of the eligible retiree’s original benefit if certain funding criteria 
are met. Members are eligible to receive a cost-of-living adjustment once they have attained the age of sixty and 
have been retired at least one year. Funding criteria for granting cost-of- living adjustments is dependent on the 
funded ratio. 

Employer contributions. According to state statute, contribution requirements for all employers are actuarially 
determined each fiscal year. For the year ending June 30, 2023, the actual employer contribution rate was 
11.50% with an additional 0% allocated from the Funding Deposit Account. The Sheriff’s contributions to the 
System which also include the employee’s portion are as follows: 

2024 2023 2022
Employee portion 1,102,449$     1,060,446$     1,047,255$       
Employer contributions 1,236,893      1,189,768      1,251,564         

Total pension contributions 2,339,342$     2,250,214$     2,298,819$       
 

In accordance with state statute, the Fund receives ad valorem taxes, insurance premium taxes and state 
revenue sharing funds. These additional sources of income are used as employer contributions and are 
considered support from non-employer contributing entities but are not considered special funding situations. 
Non-employer contributions are recognized as revenue and excluded from pension expenses. Non-employer 
contributions of $621,308 were recorded for the year ended June 30, 2024, in the government-wide statements. 

Pension Liabilities, Pension Expense, Deferred Outflows of Resources, and Deferred Inflows of Resources 
Related to Pensions 

At June 30, 2024, the Sheriff reported a liability of $11,342,088 for its proportionate share of the net pension 
liability. The net pension liability was measured as of June 30, 2023, and the total pension liability used to 
calculate the net pension liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date. The Sheriff’s 
proportion of the net pension liability was based on a projection of the Sheriff’s long-term share of contributions 
to the pension plan relative to the projected contributions of all participating entities, actuarially determined. At 
June 30, 2023, the Sheriff’s proportion was 1.290667%, which was an decrease of 0.086624% from its 
proportion measured as of June 30, 2022.  

For the year ended June 30, 2024, the Sheriff recognized total pension expense of $2,564,405. 

At June 30, 2024, the Sheriff reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related 
to pensions from the following sources: 

Deferred Outflows 
of Resources

Deferred Inflows of 
Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 2,104,819           207,584$             
Changes of assumptions 871,789              -                    
Net difference between projected and actual earnings

on pension plan investments 2,265,729           -                    
Changes in employer's proportion of beginning NPL -                     237,343              
Changes in proportion and differences between employer

contributions and proportionate share of contributions 259,147              21,710                
Employer contributions subsequent to the measurement date 1,236,893           -                    
         Total 6,738,377$           466,637$             
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Differences between Expected and Actual Experience. 

Differences between Projected and Actual Investment Earnings. 

Changes in Assumptions. 

Changes in Proportion. 
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Contributions—Proportionate Share. 

Plan description

Benefits Provided – 

Employees covered by benefit terms – 

Actuarial Assumptions and other inputs
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Sensitivity of the total OPEB liability to changes in the discount rate – 

Sensitivity of the total OPEB liability to changes in the healthcare cost trend rates – 
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DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 2024 

 

11. COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES 
Lawsuits. At June 30, 2024, the Sheriff was a defendant in lawsuits principally arising from the normal course of 
operations. Although the outcome of these lawsuits is not presently determinable, in the opinion of the Sheriff 
and legal counsel, resolution of these matters would not create a liability in excess of insurance coverage that 
would have a material adverse effect on the financial condition of the Sheriff. 

Grants. The Sheriff receives grants for specific purposes that are subject to review and audit by the grantor 
agencies. Such audits could result in a request for reimbursement for disallowed costs under the terms of the 
agreements. In the opinion of management, such disallowance, if any, would be insignificant. 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreements: 

On August 27, 2019, the Sheriff entered into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the DeSoto Parish Police 
Jury, as governing authority of the DeSoto Parish Communications District (E911) to provide all 911 
communications and general operations personnel necessary to facilitate all 911 communications operations, 
excluding overhead functions paid by the Police Jury for $785,000 per year paid quarterly. 

On January 14, 2019 the Sheriff entered into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the DeSoto Parish EMS to 
provide adequate dispatching services (4 full-time employees) for an annual sum of $275,000, paid quarterly. 

During 2019, the Sheriff entered into a cooperative endeavor agreement with six Desoto Parish Fire Districts to 
provide adequate dispatching services (4 full-time employees) for their entities for an annual sum of $275,000, 
paid quarterly. The proportionate share for each district was based on their 2018 millage revenues. This 
agreement was updated on July 1, 2020 with the same terms. 

On November 18, 2019, the Sheriff entered into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the DeSoto Parish 
Police Jury to provide 1,430 square feet of office space, suitable parking, and access to common areas in the 
Sheriff annex building in Stonewall (1746 Highway 171) for a term of 99 years. In return, the DeSoto Parish 
Police Jury paid $100 per square foot ($143,000), provides their necessary fixtures, furnishings, and equipment, 
pays for their own utility costs, and financially participates in maintenance and repairs.  

On April 5, 2019, the Sheriff entered into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the Town of Stonewall, 
Louisiana, to provide 2,287 square feet of office space and access to a shared assembly room in the Sheriff 
annex building in Stonewall (1746 Highway 171) for a term of 99 years. In return, the Town of Stonewall paid 
$100 per square foot ($228,700), provides their necessary equipment, and pays for their own utility costs. 

12. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

The liability held for others pending court action, in the Tax Collector custodial fund at June 30, 2024, reflects 
taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on these funds. These funds are held pending resolution 
of the protest.  

13. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 
Procedures, observations, and inquiries did not disclose any material related party transactions for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2024. 

14. ON-BEHALF PAYMENTS FOR SALARIES 
The Sheriff recognizes as general fund revenues and expenses, supplemental pay paid by the State of 
Louisiana to the Sheriff’s employees. For year ended June 30, 2024, the state contributed $682,316. 

15. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

Management has performed an evaluation of the Sheriff's activities through December 31, 2024 and has 
concluded that there were no significant events requiring recognition or disclosure through the date and time 
these financial statements were available to be issued.  
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Schedule 1

Variance
with

final budget
Positive

Original Final Actual (Negative)
EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES

Public Safety:
Personal services & related benefits $ 15,083,000 $ 15,083,000 $ 14,506,833  $ 576,167      
Operating expenses 1,752,650  2,890,850  1,739,436   1,151,414   
Material & supplies 2,629,500  2,998,500  2,569,377   429,123      
Travel & other charges 179,500     225,000     190,693      34,307        

Capital outlays 1,719,500  3,304,000  3,195,465   108,535      
TOTAL EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES 21,364,150 24,501,350 22,201,804  2,299,546   

PROGRAM REVENUES
Charges for services:

Prisoner reimbursement fees 390,000     432,900     501,564      68,664        
Contractual fees 1,740,000  1,791,500  2,234,292   442,792      
Fines, forfeitures, and other commissions 697,250     1,071,950  891,789      (180,161)    

Operating grants and contributions 1,234,500  1,542,700  1,518,781   (23,919)      
TOTAL PROGRAM REVENUES 4,061,750  4,839,050  5,146,426   307,376      

NET PROGRAM EXPENSE (17,302,400) (19,662,300) (17,055,378) 2,606,922   

GENERAL REVENUES
Property taxes 9,600,000  12,095,000 12,119,661  24,661        
Sales taxes 7,000,000  7,000,000  7,158,967   158,967      
State revenue sharing 55,000       55,000       53,282        (1,718)        
Video poker 200,000     200,000     218,876      18,876        
Miscellaneous income 14,000       59,400       17,503        (41,897)      
Investment earnings 1,020,000  2,195,000  2,389,622   194,622      

TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES 17,889,000 21,604,400 21,957,911  353,511      

EXCESS(Deficiency) of REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES 586,600     1,942,100  4,902,533   2,960,433   

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Operating transfers in (out) (85,000)      (85,000)      (44,055)       40,945        
Sale of assets -             30,000       37,778        7,778         

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (85,000)      (55,000)      (6,277)         48,723        

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 501,600     1,887,100  4,896,256   3,009,156   

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of the year 60,508,804 60,508,804 60,508,804  -             
End of the year $ 61,010,404 $ 62,395,904 $ 65,405,060  $ 3,009,156   

Budgeted Amounts

The  notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
See the accompanying independent auditor's report.

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF
Mansfield, Louisiana

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE - GENERAL FUND
For the year ending June 30, 2024
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This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. Additional years will be displayed as they become available
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This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years.
Additional years will be displayed as they become available.
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This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. 
Additional years will be displayed as they become available.
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Schedule 6

Task Task
Force Force Criminal

Budget Program DARE Interdiction
Fund Fund Fund Fund Total

REVENUES
Fees, fines, seizures, and commissions $ -       $ 946        $ 6,655   $ 18,790       $ 26,391     
Operating grants and contributions:

Local grants 40,000 -         -      -             40,000     
State grants -       -         24,055 -             24,055     

TOTAL REVENUES 40,000 946        30,710 18,790       90,446     

EXPENDITURES
Public safety:  

Personal services and related benefits -       -         21,804 -             21,804     
Operating services 24,756 -         -      22,883       47,639     
Materials and supplies 21,798 -         6,824   8,207         36,829     
Travel and other charges -       -         863      345            1,208       

Capital outlay -       -         -      -             -           
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 46,554 -         29,491 31,435       107,480   

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES (6,554)  946        1,219   (12,645)      (17,034)    

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Transfer in (out) 20,000 -         24,055 -             44,055     

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES(USES) 20,000 -         24,055 -             44,055     

NET CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 13,446 946        25,274 (12,645)      27,021     

FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 47,133 10,791   12,347 132,451     202,722   
FUND BALANCES,  END $ 60,579 $ 11,737   $ 37,621 $ 119,806     $ 229,743   

 

See the accompanying independent auditor's report

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF
Mansfield, Louisiana

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - NONMAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

For the year ending June 30, 2024
COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

Supplementary Information.  
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Drug
Tax Seizures

Collector Civil Criminal Escrow Inmate
Additions: Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Total

Fines, forfeitures, and costs $ -                $ -          $ 2,362,522 $ -      $ -         $ 2,362,522    
Sheriff's sales, seizures, and

garnishments -                1,066,222 110,514  13,845 -         1,190,581    
Taxes, fees and state revenue

sharing 105,750,462 -          -          -      -         105,750,462 
Interest 193,568        -          -          6          -         193,574       
Other additions 76,615          79,513    -          -      320,913 477,041       

Total additions 106,020,645 1,145,735 2,473,036 13,851 320,913 109,974,180 

Deductions:

Louisiana Dept of Forestry 26,361          -          -          -      -         26,361         
Red River Levee District 4,032            -          -          -      -         4,032           
Louisiana Tax Commission 39,540          -          -          -      -         39,540         
Northwest Crime Lab -                -          219,180  -      -         219,180       
Northwest Juvenile Detention -                -          51,616    -      -         51,616         
Louisiana Rehabilitation -                -          31,083    -      -         31,083         
DeSoto Parish:

Sheriff's General Fund 12,303,165   205,786  233,555  -      -         12,742,506  
Clerk of Court -                20,389    100,904  -      -         121,293       
Police Jury 13,967,803   -          963,205  -      -         14,931,008  
School Board 53,409,057   -          -          -      -         53,409,057  
Assessor 3,093,877     -          -          -      -         3,093,877    
District Attorney -                -          294,325  -      -         294,325       
Communications District 960,614        -          -          -      -         960,614       
Judicial Expense Fund -                -          117,319  -      -         117,319       
Indigent Defender Fund -                -            309,447    -        -         309,447        
Fire Protection Districts 11,851,536   -          -          -      -         11,851,536  
Water District No. 1 886,989        -          -          -      -         886,989       
EMS 6,424,230     -          -          -      -         6,424,230    

Litigants, attorneys -                306,168  -          -      -         306,168       
State Pension Funds 2,917,968     -          -          -      -         2,917,968    
Refunds 135,462        6,631      91,493    -      -         233,586       
Other -                603,526  64,992    7,457  320,810 996,785       

Total reductions 106,020,634 1,142,500 2,477,119 7,457  320,810 109,968,520 

Net increase (decrease) in  
fiduciary net position 11                  3,235      (4,083)     6,394  103         5,660           

Net position - beginning 18,600          47,786    210,728  5          15,060   292,179       
Net position - ending $ 18,611          $ 51,021    $ 206,645  $ 6,399  $ 15,163   $ 297,839       

See the accompanying independent auditor's report.

Schedule 8
DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF

Mansfield, Louisiana
COMBINING SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY NET POSITION

CUSTODIAL FUNDS
For the year ending June 30, 2024

Supplementary Information
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Jayson Kichardson, Sheriff of DeSoto Parish 

Schedule 10 
ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENT OF SHERIFF AS 

EX OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR TO LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF DESOTO 

AFFIDAVIT 

Jayson Richardson, Sheriff of DeSoto Parish 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, personally came and appeared, Jayson Richardson, the Sheriff of 
DeSoto Parish, State of Louisiana, who after being duly sworn, deposed and said: 

The following information is true and correct: 

$18,611 is the amount of cash on hand in the tax collector accounts on June 30, 2024. 

He further deposed and said: 

All itemized statements of the amounts of taxes collected for the tax year 2023, by the taxing authority, are 
true and correct. 

AII itemized statements of all taxes assessed and uncollected, which indicated the sons for the failure to 
collect, by taxing authority, are true and correct. 

SWORN to and subscribed before me, Notary, this M day of December, 2024, in my office in the 
Mansfield, Louisiana. 

7-41/,,(co,r/Law, 0;4409 
Notary Public 

Supplementary Information. 

See the accompanying independent auditor's report 
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GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS
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DG 
Government Auditing Standards

Government Auditing Standards

deficiency in internal control

material weakness

significant deficiency

Government Auditing Standards 
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Government Auditing Standards

Government Auditing 
Standards

Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 

 
55



Government Auditing Standards

Government Auditing Standards.

INTERNAL CONTROL 

COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
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DeSoto Parish 
Sheriff's Office 

JAYSON RICHARDSON 
SHERIFF 

  

Management responses to audit findings: 

2024-01 - Management will continue to update internal procedures to ensure compliance with 
public bid laws. 

2024-02 - Management is reviewing internal procedures and will ensure proper documentation is 
obtained in the future. 

205 Franklin Street • Mansfield, Louisiana 71052 
Phone (318) 872-3956 • Fax (318) 872-2304 

www.dpso.org 
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Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC
Deborah D. Dees, CPA/CFF 
122 Jefferson Street 
Mansfield, LA 71052 

Maura Dees Gardner, CPA, CFE
1659 Hwy 171 / P.O. Box 328

Stonewall, LA 71078
www.deesgardnercpas.com  Phone: (318) 872-3007

D G 

1) Written Policies and Procedures 

Budgeting
Purchasing

Disbursements
Receipts/Collections

Payroll/Personnel

vi. Contracting

Travel and expense reimbursement

Credit Cards (and debit cards, fuel cards, P-Cards, if applicable)

Ethics

Debt Service
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Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity

Prevention of Sexual Harassment

We obtained the entity’s written policies and procedure and no exceptions were noted. 

2)  Board or Finance Committee 

section not applicable to entity.

3) Bank Reconciliations 

A listing of client bank accounts from management and management’s representation that the listing is 
complete were obtained. The main operating account and 1 additional account was selected for review.

 No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

 No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

Numerous aged outstanding transactions exist with no evidence of a plan to reconcile the transactions.
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4) Collections (excluding EFTs) 

A listing of deposit sites for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the listing is complete 
were obtained. The only deposit site of the entity was selected. 

A listing of collection locations and management’s representation that the listing is complete was obtained. 
The only collection location of the entity was selected. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of these procedures. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

Only one bank account under procedure #3 had applicable deposits to test under this section. Two random 
deposits were selected for testing. 

Section not applicable to entity. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.
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No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

5) Non-Payroll Disbursements (exclude card and petty cash purchases, and travel reimbursements) 

A listing of locations that process payments for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the 
listing is complete were obtained. The only location of the entity was selected. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.  

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.
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6) Credit Cards/Debit Cards/Fuel Cards/P-Cards 

A listing of active cards for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the listing is complete 
were obtained.

A random monthly statement for 5 randomly selected cards of the entity was selected for review. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

One of the selected statements was assessed finance charges and late fees.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

Travel and Travel-Related Expense Reimbursements (excluding card transactions)

A listing of all travel and travel-related expense reimbursements during the fiscal period and management’s 
representation that the listing is complete were obtained. 

No exceptions to entity policy were noted but policy rates can exceed rates established by GSA.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure
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No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

8) Contracts 

Alternately, the practitioner may use an equivalent selection source, such as an active vendor list.

A listing of all agreements/contracts for professional services, materials and supplies, leases, and 
construction activities that were initiated or renewed during the fiscal period and management’s 
representation that the listing is complete were obtained. 

No applicable contracts were observed. 

Not applicable to entity..

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

9) Payroll and Personnel 

A listing of employees/elected officials employed during the fiscal period and management’s representation 
that the listing is complete were obtained. The five employees of the entity selected for review. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 
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No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

Ethics

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

11) Debt Service 

Section not applicable to entity. 

Section not applicable to entity. 

12) Fraud Notice 

No misappropriations reported by entity.
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No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity

•

•

We performed the procedures and discussed the results with management. 

14) Prevention of Sexual Harassment 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

100%. 

0.
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0.

0.

0.

Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
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DeSoto Parish 
Sheriff's Office 

 

JAYSON RICHARDSON 
SHERIFF 

    

Management responses to statewide agreed upon procedure exceptions: 

Section 3 — Bank Reconciliations 

Management will make sure items outstanding for more than 12 months will be researched and 
turned over to state unclaimed property as needed. Management review will be documented on 
all bank reconciliations. 

Section 6 — Credit Cards 

Management will review credit card processes and procedures to ensure proper segregation of 
duties, that documentation is required for all credit card purchases, and all statements are paid 
timely moving forward. 

205 Franklin Street • Mansfield, Louisiana 71052 
Phone (318) 872-3956 • Fax (318) 872-2304 

www.dpso.org 
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