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certi fied public accountants 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

To the Chairman and Members of the St. Mary Parish Council 
Franklin, Louisiana 

Opinions 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental act1v1ties, the 
business-type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information, and the 
respective budgetary comparisons for the General Fund, Road Construction & Maintenance 
Fund, and Sanitation Fund of the St. Mary Parish Council (Council), as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the basic financial statements of the Council's primary government as listed in the table 
of contents under Basic Financial Statements. We have also audited the financial statements of 
each of the Council' s nonmaj or governmental funds presented as supplementary information, as 
defined by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, in the accompanying combining and 
fund financial statements and individual fund budgetary comparison schedules as of and for the 
year ended December 31 , 2024, as listed in the table of contents under Supplementary 
Information - Nonmajor Governmental Funds. 

In our opinion, based on our audit, the accompanying financial statements referred to above 
present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental 
activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of the primary government of the St. Mary Parish Council as of December 31, 2024, 
and the respective changes in financial position and, where applicable, cash flows thereof and the 
respective budgetary comparisons for the General Fund, Road Construction & Maintenance 
Fund, and Sanitation Fund for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. In addition, in our opinion based on our 
audit, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of each nonmajor governmental fund of the primary government of 
the St. Mary Parish Council as of December 31, 2024, and the respective changes in financial 
position, and respective budgetary comparisons, where applicable thereof, for the year then 
ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America. 
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Basis for Opinions 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America (GAAS, GAGAS). Our responsibilities under those standards are further 
described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of 
our report. We are required to be independent of the Council and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our audit. We 
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions. 

Emphasis of Matters 
Primary Government Financial Statements Only 
As discussed in Note 1, the financial statements referred to above include only the primary 
government of the St. Mary Parish Council, which consists of all funds, organizations, 
institutions, agencies, departments, and offices that comprise the Council's legal entity. These 
primary government financial statements do not include financial data for the Council's legally 
separate component units, which accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America (GAAS, GAGAS) require to be reported with the financial data of the Council's 
primary government. As a result, these primary government financial statements do not purport 
to, and do not, present fairly the financial position of the reporting entity of the St. Mary Parish 
Council as of December 31, 2024, the changes in its financial position, or where applicable, its 
cash flows, thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America Our opinion is not modified with respect to this 
matter. 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America (GAAS, GA GAS), the financial statements of the reporting entity of the St. Mary 
Parish Council as of and for the year ended December 31, 2024, and our report thereon, dated 
August 15, 2025 expressed an unmodified opinion on those financial statements. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements 
in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatements, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are 
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Council's 
ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, 
including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter. 
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Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor's report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but 
is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with GAAS will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a 
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud 
may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of 
internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, 
individually or in the aggregate they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user 
based on the financial statements. 

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, we 

• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the 
audit. 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. 
Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Council's internal control. 
Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. 

• Conclude whether, in our judgement, there are conditions or events, considered in the 
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Council's ability to continue as a going 
concern for a reasonable period of time. 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal 
control related matters that we identified during the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information 
Management has omitted Management's Discussion and Analysis that accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the 
basic financial statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be 
an essential part of the financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an 
appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. Our opinion on the basic financial 
statements is not affected by this missing information. 
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Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that Required 
Supplementary Information Schedule of the Council's Proportionate Share of the Net Pension 
Liability, Schedule of the Council's Contributions, and Schedule of Changes in the Council's 
Total OPEB Liability and Related Ratios, as listed in the table of contents be presented to 
supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic 
fmancial statements, is required by the Gove=ental Accounting Standards Board, who 
considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements 
in appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited 
procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management 
about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency 
with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an 
opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not 
provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Supplementary Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the Council's primary gove=ent basic financial statements. The 
information listed as General Supplementary Information in the table of contents is presented for 
the purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. 
The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards, listed as Supplementary 
Information Required by Uniform Guidance in the table of contents is presented for purposes of 
additional analysis as required by Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards and 
is also not a required part of the basic financial statements of the Council's primary gove=ent. 

The schedule of expenditures of federal awards and the information listed as General 
Supplementary Information in the table of contents are the responsibility of management and 
were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the basic financial statements. Such information, except for that portion marked 
"unaudited" has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic 
financial statements of the Council's primary gove=ent, and certain additional procedures, 
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and 
other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, based on our audit, the procedures 
performed as described above, and the reports of other auditors, the schedule of expenditures of 
federal awards and the information listed as General Supplementary Information in the table of 
contents is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements of the 
Council's primary gove=ent as a whole. The information marked unaudited has not been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements, and 
accordingly we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on it. 
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Other Reporting Required bv Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated March 
4, 2026, on our consideration of the St. Mary Parish Council's internal control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, 
and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of 
our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that 
testing and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on 
compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and in considering St. Mary Parish Council's internal control 
over financial reporting and compliance. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

March 4, 2026 
Morgan City, Louisiana 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Statement ofNet Position 

December 31, 2024 

Current assets 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investments 
Receivables (net of allowances 

for uncollectibles) 
Lease receivable 
Due from component units 
Due from other governments 
Due from other funds 
Other assets 
Internal balances 

Total current assets 

Noncuuent assets 
Restricted cash 

Restricted investments 
Internal balances 

Total restricted assets 

Capital assets 
Land and improvements 

ASSETS 

Buildings, net of accumulated depreciation 
Improvements other than buildings, net of 

accumulated depreciation 
Equipment and furniture, net of accunrulated 

depreciation 
Infrastructure, net of accumulated depreciation 
Right-of-use leases, net of accumulated 

amortization 
Construction in progress 

Total capital assets 

Total assets 

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Gain on refunding 
Debt redemption costs 
Related to Pensions 
Related to OPEB 

Total deferred outflows of resources 

Total assets and deferred outflows ofresources 

LIABILIT1ES 
Liabilities 

Current liabilities 

Governmental 
Activities 

$ 2,743,699 
1,661,713 

1,166,973 
943,236 

1,147,075 
8,876,248 

4,673 
{67,115) 

16,476,502 

(5,766,745) 
(5,766,745) 

1,919,874 
6,036,113 

16,481,821 

1,676,072 
67,406,244 

354,616 
5,827,694 

99,70b434 

110412,191 

1,284,878 
3,024 154 

4,309,032 

$ ll4,721,223 

Business-type 
Activities 

$ 365 
965 

631,970 
31,334 

8,031 
1,676 

67,ll5 

741,456 

1,675,665 
662,729 

5,766,745 
8,105,139 

3,762,536 
783,293 

13,484,472 

998,005 

94,451 

19,122,757 

27,969,352 

161,900 
426,488 
379,492 

967,880 

$ 28,937,232 

$ 

$ 

Accounts payable 
Contracts Payable 
Retainage payable 
Accrued liabilities 

$ 2,726,325 $ 
1,675,571 

103,032 
159,098 

1,676 

338,455 $ 

Due to other funds 
Accrued interest payable 
Current portion oflong-term debt 
Du-rent portion oflease obligation payable 

Total cuuent liabilities 

Noncurrent liabilities 
Other post-employment benefits 
Compensated absences 
Long-term debt 
Landfill closure cost; and post-closure care costs 
Net pension liability 
Lease obligation payable 

Total noncurrent liabilities 

Total liabilities 

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Related to Leases 
Related to Pensions 
Related to OPEB 
Deferred inflow of resources related to revenue 

Total deferred inflows ofresources 

Total liabilities and deferred inflows ofresonrces 

NETPOSmON 
Net investment in capital assets 
Restricted for: 

Debt service 
Other purposes 

Unrestricted (deficit) 

Total net position 

Total liabilities, deferred inflows ofn:sources, and net position 

274,046 
2,273,800 

335,642 

7,549,190 

8,631,569 
234,000 

30,392,576 

453,156 
657,366 

40,368,667 

47,917,857 

207,215 
5,847,928 

566,367 

6,621,510 

54,539,367 

66,043,050 

2,732,541 
3,210,ll9 

(11,803,854) 

60,181,856 

S 114,721,223 

1,094,000 
164,963 

1,597,418 

1,025,879 

3,492,124 
11,784,000 

150,415 
404,763 

16,857,181 

18,454,599 

33,819 
68,782 

1,024,453 

1,127,054 

19,581,653 

14,442,182 

1,237,224 

(6,323,82z:> 
9,355,579 

$ 28,937 232 

The accompanying notes are an integral P3j°f these financial statements. 

$ 

Tot,! 

2,744,064 
1,662,678 

1,798,943 
974,570 

1,147,075 
8,884,279 

1,676 
4,673 

17,217,958 

1,675,665 

662,729 

2,338,394 

5,682,410 
6,819,406 

29,966,293 

2,674,077 
67,406,244 

449,067 
5,827,694 

118,825 191 

138 381543 

161,900 
1,711,366 
3,403,646 

5,276,912 

143,658,455 

3,064,780 
1,675,571 

103,032 
159,098 

1,676 
274,046 

3,367,800 
500,605 

9,146,608 

9,657,448 
234,000 

33,884,700 
ll,784,000 

603,571 
1,062,129 

57,225,848 

66,372,456 

33,819 
275,997 

6,872,381 
566,367 

7 748,564 

74121,020 

80,485,232 

3,969,765 
3,210,119 

!:18,127,681) 

69,537.435 

143,658,455 



00 

Functions/Programs 

Governmental activities 
General government 
Public safety 
Public works 
Sanitation 
Culture & recreation 
Health & welfare 
Urban redevelopment & housing 
Economic development & assistance 
Interest on long-term debt 
Fees on long-term debt 

Total governmental activities 

Business-type activities 
Solid Waste Landfill 
Small Animal Control 
Kemper Williams Park 

Total business-type activities 

Total 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Statement of Activities 
Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Pro~ram Revenues 
Charges Operating Capital 

for Grants and Grants and 
Expenses Services Contributions Contributions 

$ 6,258,623 $ 1,019,023 $ 1,680,022 $ 1,427,387 
4,774,475 2,299 303,303 
6,273,231 899,750 2,761,628 
2,595,045 1,584,430 27,710 
2,053,008 92,955 200 

757,877 158,562 224,473 
553,323 549,008 
242,130 

1,080,295 
9,800 

24,597,807 2,857,269 3,353,453 4,520,028 

$ 5,183,402 $ 4,418,971 $ $ 
304,051 77,004 
520,720 3!0,869 40,702 

6,008,173 4,806,844 40,702 

30,605,980 7,664,113 3,394,155 4,520,028 

General revenues: 
Taxes: 

Sales and use 
Ad valorem taxes levied for general pmposes 
Ad valorem taxes levied for debt service 
Severance taxes 
Other taxes, penalties, & interest, etc. 

Royalty road funds 
State shared revenue 
Lease revenue 
Investment earnings & interest 
Nonemployer pension contributions 

Transfers: Operating 

Total general revenues 
and transfers 

Change in net position 

Net position - beginning of year 

Net position - end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral pait of these financial statements. 

Net (Expense) Revenue and 
Changes in Net Assets 

Business-
Governmental type 

Activities Activities Total 

$ (2,132,191) $ - $ (2,132,191) 
(4,468,873) (4,468,873) 
(2,611,853) (2,611,853) 

(982,905) (982,905) 
(1,959,853) (1,959,853) 

(374,842) (374,842) 
(4,315) (4,315) 

(242,130) (242,130) 
(1,080,295) (1,080,295) 

(9,800) (9,800) 

(13,867,057) (13,867,057) 

$ - $ (764,431) $ (764,431) 
(227,047) (227,047) 
(169,149) (169,149) 

(1,160,627) (1,160,627) 

(13,867,057) (1,160,627) (15,027,684) 

8,163,929 8,163,929 
3,768,759 3,768,759 

256,894 256,894 
1,289,355 1,289,355 

!06,009 !06,009 
1,031,552 1,031,552 
1,129,924 1,129,924 

253,803 253,803 
337,026 39,196 376,222 

47,065 47,065 
(1,363,000) 1,363,000 

15,021,316 1,402,196 16,423,512 

1,154,259 241,569 1,395,828 
---

59,027,597 9,114,010 68,141,607 

$ 60,181,856 $ 9,355,579 $ 69,537,435 



ST. MARY PARfSI-I COUNCIL 

Balance Sheet 
Governmental Funds 
December 31, 2024 

Road Combined 
Constrnction Capital CDBG Sewer Other Total 

General & Maintenance Sanitation Improvement Recovery Construction Governmental Governmental 
Fund Fund Fund Fund Jlund Fund Funds Funds 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 418 $ 316,471 $ 1 $ 683,165 $ 1,145 $ $ 1,742,499 $ 2,743,699 
Investments 592,474 935,164 2,540 131,535 1,661,713 
Receivables (net of allowances 

for uncollectibles) 175,869 66,493 343,632 540,080 40,899 1,166,973 
Lease receivable 943,236 943,236 
Due from component units 753,786 393,289 l,147,075 
Due from other governments 3,863,268 263,744 567,156 3,202,459 979,621 8,876,248 
Advance to other funds 1,158,952 3,894,454 5,053,406 
Other assets 4,673 4,673 

Total assets $ 5,736,577 $ 646,708 $ 1,503,263 $ 5,365,541 $ 1,145 $ 1,554,781 $ 6,789.008 $ 21,597,023 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable $ 1,648,130 $ 497,469 $ 215,468 $ $ $ $ 365,258 $ 2,726,325 
Contracts payable 1,675,571 1,675,571 
Retainage payable 103,032 103,032 
Accnmd liabilities 118,228 38,999 1,592 279 159,098 
Due to other funds 1,676 1,676 

\0 Advance from other funds 2,265,899 2,661,024 64,500 5,254,279 431,758 209,806 10,887,266 
Total liabilities 4,033,933 3,197,492 281,560 7,032,882 431,758 575,343 15,552,968 

Deferred inflows of resources 566,367 566,367 
Total liabilities and deferred inflows 4,600,300 3,197,492 281,560 7,032,882 431,758 575,343 16,119,335 

FUND BALANCES 
Fund balances (deficits) 

Nonspendable - non-current receivables 753,786 393,289 1,147,075 
Restricted for 

Use in specilic geographic areas 2,309,255 2,309,255 
Debt service 2,147,723 2,147,723 

Assigned for 
General Government 162,906 162,906 
Public safety 3,820 3,820 
Culture & recreation 174,459 174,459 
Health & welfare 11,951 11,951 
Debt service 858,864 858,864 
Sanitation 1,221,703 729,734 1,951,437 
Capital projects 1,145 1,145 

Other assigned 382,491 (2,550,784) (1,667,341) 544,687 (3,290,947) 
Total fund balances 1,136,277 (2,550,784) 1,221,703 [1,667,341) 1,145 1,123,023 6,213,665 5,477,688 
Total liabilities, deferred inflows, and fund balances $ 5,736,577 $ 646,708 $ 1,503,263 $ 5,365,541 $ 1,145 $ 1,554,781 $ 6,789,008 $ 21,597,023 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Reconciliation of the Governmental Fnnds Balance Sheet to the Statement of Net Position 
December 31, 2024 

Reconciliation of the total fund balance - total govermnental funds 
to the total net position of governmental activities: 

Total fund balance - Govermnental Funds 
Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of Net Position 

are different because: 

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not current financial 
resources and, therefore, are not reported in the governmental 
funds balance sheet. 

Interest payable on long-term debt does not require current financial 
resources, and, therefore, interest payable is not reported as a liability 
in the govermnental funds balance sheet. 

Noncurrent liabilities are not due and payable in the current period 
are not reported in the governmental funds balance 
sheet: 

Long-term debt 
Lease obligation 
Compensated absences 
Other post-employment benefit plans 
Net pension liability 

The deferred outflows and inflows of resources that do not affect the current 
period are not reported in the governmental fund balance sheet: 

Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions 
Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEBs 
Deferred inflows of resources related to pensions 

Deferred inflows of resources related to OPEBs 

Net position of governmental activities 

(32,666,376) 
(993,008) 
(234,000) 

(8,631,569) 
(453,156) 

1,284,878 
3,024,154 
(207,215) 

(5,847,928) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

$ 5,477,688 

99,702,434 

(274,046) 

(42,978,109) 

(1,746,111) 

$ 60,181,856 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIT. 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Governmental Funds 

For the Year Ending December 3 I, 2024 

Rood Combined 
Construction Capital CDBG -~ 0th~ Toutl 

Genoral & Maintenance Sanitation Improvement Recovery Construction Governmental Governmental 

Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds Funds 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ $ s 3,509,709 $ $ . $ $ 4,654,220 $ 8,163,929 

Ad valorem 3,768,759 256,894 4,025,653 

Other taxes, penalties, & interests, etc. !06,009 !06,009 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal grants 658,052 1,361,628 915,541 561,542 3,496,763 

Medicaid 
State funds 

State grants 3,200 114,725 799,262 208,725 1,125,912 

State revenue sharing 1,129,924 1,129,924 

Royalt_y road funds 1,031,552 1,031,552 

Parish road transportation funds 371,171 371,171 

Severance taxes 1,289,355 1,289,355 

Loc,l 27,710 511,846 303,303 842,859 

Riverboat fees 1,400,000 1,400,000 

Licenses & permits 737,399 34,927 772,326 

Fees, charges., & commission 194,032 1,584,430 157,679 l,936,141 

Mosquito abatement 148,802 148,802 

Lease Revenue 253,803 253,803 

Investment earnings & interest 53,945 25,901 58,737 85,113 4,714 108,616 337,026 

Other reveuues 219,008 355,509 58,345 3,914 636,776 

Total revenues 8,562,288 3,260,486 5,180,586 2,3ll,762 63,059 7,689,820 27,068,001 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 6,639,873 108,099 6,747,972 

Public safety 813,193 51,288 2,447,820 3.312,301 

Public works 336,266 3,332,943 222,588 3,891,797 

Sanitation 2,594,533 512 2,595,045 

Culture & recreation 742,085 140,615 882,700 

Health & welfare 429,213 248,974 678,187 

Urban redevelopment & housing 553,323 553,323 

Economic development & assistance 242,130 242,130 

Miscellaneous 3,241 3,241 

Capital outlay 3,426,055 18,210 3,444,265 

Principal 3,ll5,000 3,115,000 

Interest 1,121,260 1,121,260 

Fe~ 9,800 9,800 

Total expenditures 9,206,001 3,332,943 2,645,821 3,426,055 512 7,985,689 26,597,021 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures (643,713) (72,457) 2,534,765 (1,114,293) 62,547 (295,869) 470,980 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating transfers in 2,050,000 450,000 109,895 4,121,046 6,730,941 

Operating transfers out (679,485) (2,374,403) (2,096,895) (48,158) (2,895,000) (8,093,941) 

Total other financing sources (uses) 1,370,515 (1,924,403) (2,096,895) (48,158) 109,895 1,226,046 (1,363,000) 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over ( under) expenditures 
and other uses 726,802 (1,996,860) 437,870 (1,162,451) 172,442 930,177 (892,020) 

Fund balance at beginning of year 409,475 [553,924) 783,833 (504,890) 1,145 950,581 5,283,488 6,369,708 

Fund balance (deficit) at end of year $ 1,136,277 $ {2,550,784) s 1,221,703 $ {1,667,341) $ 1,145 $ 1,123,023 $ 6,213,665 $ :5,477,688 

The accompanying notes are an in!egral part of these financial statements. 

11 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balances of Governmental Funds 

to the Statement of Activities 
For the Year Ended December 3 I, 2024 

Reconciliation of the changes in fund balances - total governmental 
funds to the change in net position of governmental activities: 

Net change in fund balance - Governmental Funds 

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of 
Activities are different because: 

Governmental funds report capital outlay as expenditures. However, in the 
Statement of Activities, the cost of those assets is allocated over their 
estimated useful lives as depreciation expense. This is the amount by 
which depreciation ($6,665,606) was exceeded by capital outlays ($3,151,758) 
meeting the Council's Capitalization policy in the current period. 

Repayment of bond principal and lease obligations is an expenditure in the 
governmental funds, but the repayment reduces noncurrent liabilities in the 
Statement of Net Position 

Repayments of principal on long term debt 
Lease obligation payments 

Net adjustment 

Some expenses reported in the Statement of Activities do not require 
the use of current financial resources; therefore, are not reported in 
governmental funds as expenditures. 

Decrease in accrued compensated absences 
Loss on termination 
Decrease in accrued interest expense 
Amortize on lease assets 
Amortize gain on refunding 

Net adjustment 

Effects of recording net pension liability, other postemployment benefits liability, 
deferred inflows and outllows of resources, and other items related to these liabilities: 

Decrease in pension expense 
Non employer pension contributions 
Decrease on other postemployment benefit expense 

Net adjustment 

Change in net position of governmental activities 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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3,138,800 
354,376 

15,000 
(989) 

29,165 
(173,047) 

(12,000) 

204,472 
47,065 

1,957,285 

$ (892,020) 

(3,513,848) 

3,493,176 

(141,871) 

2,208,822 

$ 1,154,259 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Statement of Net Position 
Proprietary Funds 

December 31. 2024 

Business-type Activities 
Enterprise Funds 

Reduction Small Kemper ~, Animal Williams 

Transfer Control P~k ,~, F=d ,~, To"1 
ASSETS 

Current assets 

Cash and cash equivalents s 125 - $ 240 $ 365 
Investments 965 965 
Receivables (net of allowances 

for uncollectibles) 618,310 2.030 11,630 631.970 
Lease Receivable 31,334 31,334 
Due from other governments 8.031 8,031 
Due from other funds 1,676 1,676 
Advance to other funds 984,167 421,316 1,405,483 

Total current assets 1,611,598 2,030 466,196 2,079,824 

Noncurrent assets 
Restricted cash 1,675,665 1,675,665 
Restricted investments 662.729 662,729 

Restricted advances 5,766,745 5,766,745 

Total restricted assets 8,105 139 8,105,139 

Property, plant, and equipment 

(net of accumulated depreciation) 16,130,053 654,704 2,243,549 19,028,306 
Right-of-use leases 

(net of accumulated amortization) 72,016 22,435 94,451 
Total noncurrent assets 24,307,208 677,139 2,243,549 27,227,896 
Total assets 25,918,806 679,169 2,709,745 29,307 720 

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES 

Debt redemption costs 161,900 161,900 

Related to pension 304,534 71,460 50,494 426,488 
Related to OPEB 194,755 80,584 104,153 379,492 

Total deferred outflows ofresources 661,189 152,044 154,647 967,880 

Total assets and deferred outflows 

of resources $ 26,579,995 s 831,213 2.864,392 s 30,275,600 

LIABILlTIES 
Current liabilities 

Accounts payable and accrued 
expenses $ 306,598 $ 13,560 s 18,297 $ 338,455 

Lease obligation payable within one year 164,963 164,963 
Bonds payable within one year 1,094,000 1,094,000 

Advance from other funds 1,169,085 169,283 1,338,368 

Total current liabilities 2,734,646 182,843 18,297 2,935,786 

Long-term liabilities 

Other post-employment benefits 459,337 284,028 282,514 1,025,879 

Lease obligation payable 381,863 22,900 404,763 

Bonds payable, including unamortized premium 3,492.124 3,492,124 

Landfill closure and 
post-closure care costs 11,784,000 11,784,000 

Net pension liability 107,404 25 203 17,808 150,415 

Total long-term liabilities 16,224,728 332,131 300,322 16,857,181 

Total liabilities 18,959,374 514,974 318,619 19 792,967 

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 

Related to Leases 33,819 33,819 

Related to pension 49,113 11,525 8,144 68,782 

Related to other post-employment benefits 577,417 188,906 258,130 1,024,453 

Total liabilities and deferred inflows 

of resources 19,585,904 715,405 618,712 20,920 021 

FUND EQUITY 

Invested in capital assets, 

net of related debt 11,543,929 654,704 2,243,549 14,442,182 

Restricted 1,237,224 1,237,224 

Unrestricted {5.787,062) (538,896) 2,131 (6,323.827) 

Total net position 6,994,091 115,808 2,245,680 9,355,579 

Total liabilities, deforrnd inflows, and net position s 26.579,995 $ 831,213 s 2,864,392 $ 30,~75,600 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position 
Proprietary Funds 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

OPERA TING REVENUES 
Solid waste disposal fees 
Impound fees 
Admission fees 
Campsite fees 
Special events 
Other 

Total operating revenues 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Personal services 
Contractual services 
Supplies 
Materials 
Utilities 
Repairs and maintenance 
Landfill closure costs 
Equipment and rentals 
Miscellaneous 
Depreciation 
Amortization of capital leases 
Insurance 

Total operating expenses 

Net operating income (loss) 

NON-OPERA TING REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
Investment earnings 
Gifts/donations 
Interest 
Fees 

Total non-operating revenues 

Income (loss) before transfers 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers in 
General Fund 
Sanitation Fund 
Total transfers 

Change in net position 

Net position, beginning of year 

$ 

Business-type Activities 
Enterprise Funds 

Reduction 
and 

Transfer 
Fund 

4,406,007 $ 

12,964 

4,418,971 

751,768 
422,804 

57,406 
589,925 
41,001 

358,698 
494,000 
967,077 
118,613 

1,047,125 
53,005 
72,584 

4,974,006 

(555,035) 

39,063 

(205,184) 
(4,212) 

(170,333) 

(725,368) 

700,000 

700,000 

(25,368) 

7,019,459 

Small 
Animal 
Control 

Fund 

59,385 

17,619 

77,004 

82,804 

28,669 
15,091 
30,673 
12,786 

43,153 
979 

65,315 
6,566 

17,273 

303,309 

(226,305) 

(381) 

(742) 

(1,123) 

(227,428) 

303,000 

303,000 

75,572 

40,236 

$ 

Kemper 
Williams 

Park 
Fund 

10,799 
231,906 

22,385 
45,779 

310,869 

128,521 
2,634 

24,400 
30,486 

127,371 
103,292 

4,198 
11,669 
57,297 

30,852 

520,720 

(209,851) 

514 
40,702 

41,216 

(168,635) 

360,000 

360,000 

191,365 

2,054,315 

$ 4,406,007 
59,385 
10,799 

231,906 
22,385 
76,362 

4,806,844 

963,093 
425,438 
110,475 
635,502 
199,045 
474,776 
494,000 

1,014,428 
131,261 

1,169,737 
59,571 

120,709 

5,798,035 

(991,191) 

39,196 
40,702 

(205,926) 
(4,212) 

(130,240) 

(l,J?l,431) 

663,000 
700,000 

1,363,000 

241,569 

9,114,010 

Net position, end of year $ 6,994,091 $ 115,808 $ 2,245,680 $ 9,355.579 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Statement of Cash Flows 
Proprietary Funds 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Increase (Decrease) in Cash & Cash Equivalents 

Business-type Activities 
Enterprise Funds 

Cash flows from operating activities: 
Received from charges for services 
Payments to suppliers for goods & services 
Payments to employees for services 

Net cash flows (deficiency) from operating activities 

Cash flows from noncapital financing activities: 
Due to other funds 
Due from other funds 
Lease Receivable 
Contributions 
Operating transfers in from other funds 

Advances to other funds 
Repayment of advances by other funds 

Net cash flows ( deficiency) from noncapital financing activities 

Cash flows from capital and related financial activities 
Fixed asset acquisitions 
Lease payments 
Debt payments 

Net cash flows (deficiency) from capital and related 
financing activities 

Cash flows from investing activities 
Investment earnings 
Sale of investments 
Net cash flows from investing activities 

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year 

Reduction 
and 

Transfer 
Fund 

$ 4,283,333 $ 

(2,573,221) 
(1,232,628) 

477,484 

867,343 

700,000 

(185,902) 

1,381,441 

(176,390) 
(151,705) 

(I, 134,396) 

(1,462,491) 

39,063 
(26,820) 

Small 
Animal 
Control 
Fund 

77,409 $ 

(147,716) 
(253,308) 

(323,615) 

303,000 

28,060 

331,060 

22,894 
(29,958) 

(7,064) 

(381) 

Kemper 
Williams 

Park 
Fund 

307,472 
(341,628) 
(205,586) 

(239,742) 

(1,676) 
(31,334) 
40,702 

360,000 

(128,464) 

239,228 

514 

12,243 --~(3_8~1) ___ 5_1_4 

408,677 

1,267,113 240 

Total 

$ 4,668,214 
(3,062,565) 
(1,691,522) 

(85,873) 

867,343 
(1,676) 

(31,334) 
40,702 

1,363,000 

(128,464) 
(157,842) 

1,951,729 

(153,496) 
(181,663) 

(1,134,396) 

(1,469,555) 

39,196 
(26,820) 
12,376 

408,677 

1,267,353 

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year $ 1,675,790 $ - $ 240 $ 1,676,030 ~--- ----
Shown in the accompanying Statement ofNet Position as: 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Restricted cash 

Total cash and cash equivalents 

$ 125 
1,675,665 

$ 1,675,790 

$ 240 $ 365 
1,675,665 

$ $ 240 $ 1,676,030 "--~= 

The accompanying notes are an integral fr of these financial statements. 



Business-type Activities 
Enterprise Funds 

Reduction Small Kemper 

and Animal Williams 
Transfer Control Park 

Fund Fund Fund Total 

Reconciliation of operating income (loss) to net cash, provided 
by operating activities: 

Operating income (loss) $ (555,035) $ (226,305) $ (209,851) $ (991,191) 

Adjustments to reconcile operating income (loss) to net cash provided 
by operating activities: 

Depreciation and amortization 1,100,130 71,881 57,297 1,229,308 
Decrease (increase) in accounts receivable (135,638) 405 (3,397) (138,630) 
Decrease (increase) in net pension asset 
Decrease (increase) in deferred outflows related to pension 273,028 59,464 69,421 401,913 
Decrease (increase) in deferred outflows related to other 

post-employment benefits 206,404 77,402 51,601 335,407 
Increase (decrease) in accounts payable and accrued expenses 54,887 908 (6,726) 49,069 
Increase (decrease) in landfill closure costs 494,000 494,000 

Increase (decrease) in other post-employment benefits (223,000) (83,625) (55,750) (362,375) 
Increase (decrease) in deferred inflows related to leases 33,819 33,819 
Increase (decrease) in deferred inflows related to pension (7,742) (1,363) (3,661) (12,766) 
Increase (decrease) in deferred inflows related to other 

post-employment benefits (390,114) (146,293) (97,528) (633,935) 

Total adjustments 1,032,519 (97,310) (29,891) 905,318 

Net cash provided by (used for) operating activities $ 477,484 $ (323,615) $ (239,742) $ (85,873) 

The accompanying notes are an integral Yr of these :financial statements. 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
General Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 
Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual (Negative) 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Ad Valorem $ 3.575.000 $ 3,575,000 $ 3,768,759 $ 193,759 
Other taxes, penalties, & interests, etc. 117,000 117,000 106,009 (10,991) 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal grants 8,000 605,661 658,052 52,391 
State funds 

State grants 17,200 3,200 (14,000) 
State revenue sharing 820,000 1,103,195 1,129,924 26,729 
Severance taxes 1,150,000 l,150,000 1,289,355 139,355 

Licenses & permits 746,500 746,500 737,399 (9,101) 
Fees, charges, & commission 214,000 189,000 194,032 5,032 
Mosquito abatement 180,000 180,000 148,802 (31,198) 
Lease Revenue 253,803 253,803 
Investment earnings & interest 69,100 57,800 53,945 (3,855) 
Other revenues 456,550 331,102 219,008 (l 12,094) 

Total revenues 7,336,150 8,072,458 8,562,288 489,830 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 

Legislative 504,730 502,730 430,196 72,534 

Judicial 1,331,956 1,331,956 1,334,112 (2,156) 

Executive 274,155 274,155 318,786 (44,631) 

Elections 98,799 98,799 90,535 8,264 

Finance & administrative 1,375,804 1,387,854 1,269,197 118,657 

Courthouse 1,517,407 1,873,709 1,723,511 150,198 

Other 1,508,381 1,538,477 1,473,536 64,941 

Public safety 762,607 853,546 813,193 40,353 

Culture & recreation 964,721 928,751 742,085 186,666 

Health & welfare 617,689 343,508 255,118 88,390 

Economic development & assistance 294,839 261,574 242,130 19,444 

Mosquito abatement 232,035 232,035 174,095 57,940 

Airport operations 334,704 502,012 336,266 165,746 

Miscellaneous 3,500 3,500 3,241 259 

Total expenditures 9,821,327 10,132,606 9,206,001 926,605 

Excess ( deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures (2,485,177) (2,060,148) (643,713) 1,416,435 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers in 
Sanitation Fund 50,000 50,000 50,000 

Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund 1,550,000 1,550,000 1,550,000 

Gaming Receipt Fund 450,000 450,000 450,000 

Operating transfers out 
Small Animal Control Fund (303,000) (303,000) (303,000) 

Wi1ness Fee F1n1d (1,598) (1,598) 

Kemper Williams Park Fund (360,000) (360,000) (360,000) 

OJP Enhancement Grant (14,887) 14,887 

Total other financing sources (uses) 1,387,000 1,385,402 1,370,515 14,887 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (1,098,177) (674,746) 726,802 1,431,322 

Fund balance at beginning of year 2,150,000 2,150,000 409,475 (1,740,525) 

Fund balance at end of year $ 1,051,823 $ 1,475,254 $ 1,136,277 $ (338,977) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual (Negative) 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal grants $ 1,425,000 $ 1,689,954 $ 1,361,628 $ (328,326) 
State funds 

State grants 112,780 112,780 114,725 1,945 
Royalty road funds 3,250,000 2,350,000 1,031,552 (1,318,448) 
Parish road transportation funds 450,000 450,000 371,171 (78,829) 

Investment earnings & interest 4,000 4,000 25,901 21,901 
Other revenues 425,000 425,000 355,509 (69,491) 

Total revenues 5,666,780 5,031,734 3,260,486 (1,771,248) 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Public works 

Highways/streets & roads 3,394,305 2,998,835 3,003,108 (4,273) 
Road supervisor 130,840 107,840 104,262 3,578 
Bridges 311,983 151,983 109,408 42,575 
Avoca ferry 150,095 130,095 116,165 13,930 

Total expenditures 3,987,223 3,388,753 3,332,943 55,810 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,679,557 1,642,981 (72,457) (1,715,438) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers in 
Sanitation Fund 400,000 400,000 400,000 
Wards 5 & 8 Sales Tax Fund 25,000 25,000 25,000 
Wards I, 2, 3, 4, 7, & 10 Sales Tax Fund 25,000 25,000 25,000 

Operating transfers out 
Debt Service Fund (Interest) (348,930) (348,930) (339,630) (9,300) 
Debt Service Fund (Principal) (951,070) (992,096) (664,773) (327,323) 
Certificates of Indebtedness Sinking Fund (1,370,000) (1,370,000) (1,370,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (2,220,000) (2,261,026) (1,924,403) 336,623 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (540,443) (618,045) (1,996,860) (1,378,815) 

Fund balance at beginning of year 625,000 625,000 (553,924) (1,178,924) 

Fund balance at end of year $ 84,557 $ 6,955 $ (2,550,784) $ (2,557,739) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Sanitation Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual {Negative) 

REVENlJES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 2,850,000 $ 2,850,000 $ 3,509,709 $ 659,709 

Intergovernmental revenues 
State grants 34,680 
Local grants 70,000 70,000 27,710 (42,290) 

Fees, charges, & commission 1,715,000 1,721,000 1,584,430 (136,570) 
Investment earnings & interest 1,500 1,500 58,737 57,237 

Total revenues 4,671,180 4,642,500 5,180,586 538,086 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Public safety 202,851 202,851 51,288 151,563 
Sanitation 2,703,245 2,613,945 2,594,533 19,412 
Public Works 10,000 10,000 10,000 
Health & Welfare 34,680 

Total expenditures 2,950,776 2,826,796 2,645,821 180,975 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,720,404 1,815,704 2,534,765 719,061 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers out 
General Fund (50,000) (50,000) (50,000) 
Road Construction and Maintenance Fund (400,000) (400,000) (400,000) 
Solid Waste Bond Sinking Fund (900,000) (700,000) (700,000) 
3/4% Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund (705,000) (705,000) (705,000) 
Combined Sewer Construction Fund (109,895) (109,895) (109,895) 
Certificates oflndebtedness Sinking Fund (132,000) (132,000) (132,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (2,296,895) (2,096,895) (2,096,895) 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (576,491) (281,191) 437,870 719,061 

Fund balance at beginning of year 600,000 600,000 783,833 183,833 

Fund balance at end of year $ 23,509 $ 318,809 $ 1,221,703 $ 902,894 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 2024 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

On July 16, 1983, the voters of the parish approved a change in the form of parish government 
from the police jury form of government to the parish council system. The newly elected parish 
council was seated on November 26, 1984. The St. Mary Parish Council is the governing 
authority for St. Mary Parish. The parish council consists of eleven members, eight of whom are 
elected from single-member districts and three elected at large. The parish president, elected by 
the voters of the parish, is the chief executive officer of the parish and is responsible for carrying 
out the policies adopted by the parish council and for exercising such general executive authority 
as authorized by the charter. 

The Council, under the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes, enacts ordinances, sets policy 
and establishes programs in such fields as social welfare, transportation, drainage, industrial 
inducement and health services. 

The financial statements of the St. Mary Parish Council have been prepared in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to government units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The more 
significant of the Council's accounting policies are described below. 

A. Reporting Entity 

The GASB has established several criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity. 
The reporting entity for St. Mary Parish should include the St. Mary Parish Council, which as 
governing authority of the parish is the primary government, and other governmental entities 
within the parish for which the Council has financial accountability. Financial accountability is 
determined by the Council, on the basis of applying the following criteria from those established 
bytheGASB: 

1. Financial benefit or burden 
2. Appointment of a voting majority 
3. Imposition of will 
4. Fiscally dependent 

The GASB requires that certain other organizations be included in the reporting entity although 
the primary government is not financially accountable if exclusion from the financial statements 
would render the reporting entity's financial statements incomplete or misleading. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Based on the previous criteria, the Council has determined that the following are component 
units and should be discretely reported components within the reporting entity but not within the 
primary government except for the Industrial Development Board of the Parish of St. Mary 
(included with the Council as part of the primary government as it has no assets, liabilities, 
deferred inflows or outflows; nor revenues or expenses). 

Component Unit 

St. Mary Parish Water & 
Sewer Comm.: 
No. I 
No.2 
No.3 

No.4 

No.5 

St. Mary Parish Library 

Hospital Service District: 
No. I 

No.2 

Waterworks District: 
No.5 

Sewerage District: 
No. 11 (no activity) 

Wards 5 & 8 Joint Sewer Comm. 

Consolidated Gravity Drainage 
District: 
No. I 

No.2A 

Area Served 

Amelia/Siracusa 
Bayou Vista 
West of Patterson to 

Calumet, Verdunville, 
& Centerville 

Chatsworth, St. Joseph, 
Irish Bend, Yokely, 
Sorrell, Websterville, 
Charenton, St. Peter 

Four Comers/Glencoe 

St. Mary Parish 
except Morgan City 

Wax Lake Outlet to 
Jeanerette 

Amelia to Wax 
Lake Outlet 

West of Patterson to 
Calumet, Verdunville, 
& Centerville 

Cypremort Point 

Atchafalaya River west 
to Wax Lake Outlet 

Wax Lake Outlet west to 
Jeanerette 

Atchafalaya River to 
Amelia 
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Fiscal 
Year End 

December 31 
September 30 
September 30 

September 30 

Criteria 
Used 

1, 2, 3 
1, 2,3 
1,2,3 

1, 2,3 

September 30 1, 2, 3 

December 31 1, 2, 3 

September 30 2, 3 

December 31 2, 3 

May31 2,3 

September 30 I, 2, 3 

September 30 2, 3 

September 30 2, 3 

September 30 2, 3, 4 



NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Fiscal Criteria 
Component Unit Area Served Year End Used 

Wax Lake East Drainage District Berwick, Bayou Vista, September 30 2,3 
Patterson, Calumet 

Sub Gravity Drainage District N o.1 
of Gravity Drainage District No.2 Bayou Vista September 30 2, 3 

Cajun Coast Visitors and 
Convention Bnreau St. Mary Parish September 30 2, 3 

St. Mary Parish Sales and Use 
Tax Dept. 

(Fiduciary Fund-Custodial Type) St. Mary Parish December31 1, 3 

Recreation District: 
No. 1 Amelia September 30 2,3 
No.2 Siracusa September 30 1,2,3,4 
No. 3 Bayou Vista September 30 1, 2, 3 
No.4 Patterson September 30 1, 2, 3 
No. 5 Fonr Comers, Sorrell September 30 2,3 

Glencoe 
No. 7 Centerville, Verdunville September 30 2,3 

Atchafalaya Golf Conrse St. Mary Parish September 30 1,2,3,4 
Commission 

Fire Protection District: 
No. l Cypremort Point December31 2, 3 
No.2 Franklin/Ward 3 September 30 1 , 2, 3 
No.3 Amelia September 30 1, 2, 3 
No. 7 Bayou Vista September 30 2, 3 
No. 11 Fonr Comers, Glencoe, September 30 2, 3 

Sorrell 
No. l2(no activity) Charenton September 30 2, 3 

Mosquito Control District No. 1 Cypremort Point December31 1, 2, 3 

Communications District (911) St. Mary Parish December 31 2, 3, 4 

St. Mary Parish Assessor St. Mary Parish December 31 1, 4 

St. Mary Parish Clerk of Court St. Mary Parish June 30 1, 4 
(Includes Fiduciary Fund-Custodial Type) 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Component Unit 

Industrial Development Board 
of the Parish of St. Mary, 
Louisiana, Inc. 

( only activity is issuance 
of conduit debt through 
the Council, See Note 15) 

Area Served 

St. Mary Parish 

Fiscal Criteria 
Year End Used 

December 31 1,2, 3, 4 

The GASB provides for the issuance of primary government financial statements which are 
separate from those of the reporting entity. However, a primary government's financial 
statements are not a substitute for the reporting entity's financial statements. The Council has 
chosen to issue financial statements for the primary government only. As such, the 
accompanying financial statements are not intended to and do not report in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles. Audit reports for component units can be obtained 
from the administrative offices of each component and from the Clerk of the Parish Council. 

The parish school board, the St. Mary Parish Sheriff, and the municipal level governments, are 
excluded from the accompanying financial statements as they are considered autonomous 
governments. These units of government issue financial statements separate from that of the 
Council. Also in accordance with GASB, the St. Mary Community Action Committee 
Association, Inc, (CAA) and the West St. Mary Parish Port, Harbor, and Terminal District (Port) 
are considered to be related organizations of the St. Mary Parish Council, primary government. 
Several different primary governments or other bodies appoint members to the board of the Port 
and CAA but none are considered to be financially accountable because they do not impose their 
will or have a financial benefit or burden relationship with the Port or CAA. 

B. Basic Financial Statements - Government-wide Financial Statements 

The government-wide financial statements include the Statement of Net Position and the 
Statement of Activities which report all activities of the Council as a whole (the Council does not 
conduct fiduciary activities). The government-wide presentation focuses primarily on the 
sustainability of the Council as an entity and the change in the Council's net position resulting 
from the current year's activities. For the most part, the effect of interfund activity has been 
removed from these statements. Governmental activities generally are financed through taxes, 
intergovernmental revenues and other nonexchange revenues, are reported separately from 
business type activities, which rely to a significant extent on fees and charges for support. 

The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given 
function or segment are offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly 
identifiable with a specific function or segment. Program revenues include 1) charges to 
customers or applicants who purchase, use, or directly benefit from goods, services, or privileges 
provided by a given function or segment and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to 
meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular function or segment. Taxes and 
other items not properly included among program revenues are reported instead as general 
revenues. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

C. Basic Financial Statements - Fund Financial Statements 

The financial transactions of the Council are reported in individual funds in the fund financial 
statements. Each fund is accounted for by providing a separate set of self-balancing accounts 
that comprise its assets, liabilities, deferred outflows and inflows of resources, reserves, fund 
equity, revenues, and expenditures. 

Funds are classified into three categories: governmental, proprietary and fiduciary. Each 
category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types." The following is a description of the 
funds utilized by the Council. 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

General Fund 

The General Fund is the primary operating fund of the Council. It is used to account for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. The Council 
reports the General Fund as a major fund. 

Special Revenue Funds 

Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are 
earmarked for expenditures for specified purposes. 

The Council reports two special revenue funds as major funds as follows: 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE FUND 

The Road Construction and Maintenance Fund accounts for the maintenance and upkeep of the 
parish road system. Major financing is provided by the State of Louisiana Parish 
Transportation Funds and Royalty Road funds. Use of Transportation Funds is restricted by 
Louisiana Revised Statutes. 

SANITATION FUND 
The Sanitation Fund accounts for the collection of solid waste for the Parish. Major financing 
is from the three-fourths percent sales tax and garbage collection fees. The expenditures are 
restricted by the three-fourths percent sales tax ordinance. 

Debt Service Funds 

Debt Service Funds are used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and the payment 
of, long-term debt principal, interest and related costs. 

Capital Projects Funds 

Capital Projects Funds are used to account for financial resources to be used for the acquisition 
or construction of major capital facilities ( other than those financed by proprietary funds). 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

The Council reports the three following capital project funds as major funds: 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
The Capital Improvement Fund accounts for ongoing capital projects, other than those 
accounted for in the CDBG Recovery Fund or the Sewer Construction Fund. The projects may 
be funded with either federal, state, or local funds. A major portion of the funds are currently 
being funded with the proceeds of the $11,500,000 St. Mary GOMESA Project Fund 2019 
Bonds. 

CDBG RECOVERY FUND 
The CDBG Recovery Fund accounts for major ongoing capital projects and is funded by 
federal funds. The Fund was established to handle approximately $19 million in federal 
grants. The Council will continue to maintain this as a major fund until all projects are 
substantially complete. 

COMBINED SEWER CONSTRUCTION FUND 
The Combined Sewer Construction Fund is used to account for the proceeds of sewer bonds 
and three quarters percent sales tax that is being used to construct and improve sewer systems 
within the Parish. 

PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

Enterprise Funds 

Enterprise funds are used to account for activities of providing goods and services to outside 
parties similar to those found in the private sector, where the determination of net income is 
necessary or useful to sound financial administration. 

The Council reports two of its three proprietary funds as major funds: 

REDUCTION AND TRANSFER FUND 

The Reduction and Transfer Fund accounts for the operation of the parish solid waste disposal 
plant. All garbage and trash in the western portion area of the parish is collected at the 
reduction station in Berwick. All garbage and trash in the eastern portion of the parish is first 
collected at the transfer station in Franklin and then transferred to the Berwick reduction 
station for disposal. 

KEMPERWILLIAMSPARKFUND 

The Kemper Williams Park Fund accounts for the operations of Kemper Williams Park, a 
recreational facility available for parish residents. The facility charges its patrons for 
admission to the park which consists of picnic grounds, campsites, athletic fields, a jogging 
trail, and tennis courts. 

Because the Council only has one remaining proprietary fund it is presented in the basic financial 
statements, even though the Council considers it to be a nonmajor fund. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

SMALL ANIMAL CONTROL FUND 

The Small Animal Control Fund accounts for the operation of a small animal shelter. This 
fund was established for the collection, housing, adoption, and euthanasia of small stray 
animals within St. Mary Parish and is funded by the parish, cities, and public of St. Mary 
Parish. 

D. Basis of Accounting 

Measurement focus is a term used to described "which" transactions are recorded within the 
various financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to "when" transactions are recorded 
regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

Government-wide Statements and Proprietary Fund Financial Statements 
The government-wide statements and the proprietary fund financial statements are reported using 
the economic resources measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. With this 
measurement focus, all assets, all deferred outflows of resources, all liabilities, and all deferred 
inflows of resources (whether current or noncurrent) are included in determining financial 
position. Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when earned and 
expenses are recorded at the time liabilities are incurred, regardless of when the related cash flow 
takes place. 

Private-sector standards of accounting and fmancial reporting issued prior to December I, 1989, 
generally are followed in both the government-wide and proprietary fund fmancial statements to 
the extent that those standards do not conflict with or contradict guidance of the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board. Governments also have the option of following subsequent private 
sector guidance for their business-type activities and enterprise funds, subject to this same 
limitation. The Council has elected not to follow subsequent private-sector guidance. 

Fund Financial Statements 
Governmental fund fmancial statements are accounted for using the current fmancial 
resources measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. With this 
measurement focus, only current assets and current deferred outflows of resources and 
current liabilities and current deferred inflows of resources generally are included on the 
balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and 
other fmancing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net 
fund balance. 

Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to 
accrual (i.e.,when they become both measurable and available). Measurable means the 
amount can be determined. Available means the normal time of collection is within the 
current period or soon enough thereafter to pay current liabilities (the Council generally uses a 
ninety day period after year end). 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

E. Revenues 

The following is a summary of the Council's recognition policies for its major revenue sources: 

Sales tax revenues are recorded when the taxable sales take place, regardless of when the sales 
taxes are collected by the St. Mary Parish Council's sales tax department. 

Ad valorem taxes and the related State Revenue Sharing (which are based on population and 
homesteads in the Parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. 

Federal and State aid and grants are recorded when the Council has met the requirements of the 
grant and is entitled to receive the funds. 

Investment earnings are generally recorded when earned. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when they become available to the Council. 

Proprietary funds distingnish operating revenues and expenses from nonoperating items. 
Operating revenues and expenses generally result from providing services and producing and 
delivering goods in connection with a proprietary fund's principal ongoing operations. The 
principal operating revenues of the Council's enterprise funds are charges to customers for sale 
and services. Operating expenses for enterprise funds include the cost of sales and services, 
administrative expenses, and depreciation on capital assets. All revenues and expenses not 
meeting this definition are reported as nonoperating revenues and expenses. 

F. Expenses/Expenditures 

The government-wide and proprietary fund financial statements recognize expenses under the 
accrual basis of accounting and records the related liability at the time the expense is incurred. 

In the governmental fund financial statements, expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except 
principal and interest on long-term debt which is not recognized until due. 

G. Budgets 

The Council follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the financial 
statements: 

1. Ninety days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Parish President presents to the 
Council the annual operating budget which was prepared by the Director of Finance 
under the direction of the Chief Administrative Officer. 

2. The Council then orders a public hearing, notice of which, along with a summary of the 
budget, will be published ten days prior to the date of the hearing in the official journal of 
the Council. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

3. No later than the second to last regular meeting of the fiscal year, the Council enacts an 
ordinance to adopt the annual operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The Council may 
adjust the budget as proposed by the Parish President or amend it, as they see fit, by a vote of 
the majority of the Council. 

4. The Parish President may accept or veto the entire budget as approved by the Council or he 
may line item veto certain appropriations. 

5. Should the Council and Parish President be unable to adopt a budget prior to the beginning of 
the year, then fifty percent of the prior year's budget shall be appropriated for the upcoming 
year; until such time as a new budget is properly enacted. 

6. The Director of Finance, under the direction of the Chief Administrative Officer, has the 
authority to alter, and must approve all changes in budgeted amounts within function lines. 
However, budget adjustments that cross function lines require approval of the Council. 

7. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the year. 

8. The General Fund and all Special Revenue Funds with activity have adopted budgets. 

9. Budget appropriations lapse at year end. 

10. In the financial statement comparison of the budget to actual amounts, both the original and 
final amended budget amounts are shown. 

H. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

For financial statement purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, demand 
deposits, and short term investments with original maturities ofless than three months. 

Certain short-term interest bearing cash accounts are maintained on a pooled basis, interest 
revenue or expense is allocated to each participating fund based upon its pro rata share of the 
total pooled account balance. The overall balance in the pooled account is always a large 
positive balance. However, from time to time an individual fund's proportionate share of the 
balance may temporarily be negative. This most commonly occurs when a fund makes an 
unusually large disbursement such as a payment on a construction contract or when the fund is 
awaiting an investment to mature and be placed in its cash account. 

I. Investments 

The Council invests in bank certificates of deposit (CDs) and external investment pools. The 
CDs (nonparticipating contracts) are recorded at cost, unless there is significant impairment of 
the credit standing of the issuer. The pooled investments are recorded at fair market value. 

The Council also invests in Federal government securities which the Council records at fair 
value. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

J. Receivables 

Receivables are stated at net realizable value after provision for estimated uncollectible accounts. 

K. Restricted Assets 

In the Reduction and Transfer Enterprise Fund certain assets are set aside for certain uses. These 
amounts are reported as either cash, investments or advances and are reported as restricted assets. 
At December 31, 2024, these assets are restricted for the following purposes: 

Reserved for debt service by debt covenants 
Reserved for depreciation and contingencies by debt covenants 
Ear marked for landfill closure costs and post-closure care costs 

by Council action 

L. Fixed Assets 

$2,085,041 
76,716 

5,629,956 
$7,791.066 

The accounting treatment for property, plant, equipment (fixed assets) depends on whether they 
are reported in the gove=ent-wide, proprietary fund, or gove=ental fund financial 
statements. 

Gove=ent-wide Statements and Proprietary Fund 

In the gove=ent-wide and proprietary fund financial statements, fixed assets are accounted for 
as capital assets. All purchased fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Donated fixed assets 
are valued at their estimated fair market value on the date received. Fixed assets are reported at 
their historical cost or estimated fair market value less their accumulated depreciation. 
Additions, improvements, and other capital outlays that significantly extend the useful life of an 
asset are capitalized. Other costs incurred for repairs and maintenance are expensed as incurred. 

Depreciation is computed using the straight-line method based on the estimated useful life of the 
various assets. The following is a summary of estimated useful lives by classification of the 
fixed assets: 

Category 
Buildings 
Equipment and furniture 
Improvements 
Infrastructure 

Fund Financial Statements 

Years 
25-40 
5-15 
20-30 
25-50 

In the fund financial statements, fixed assets used in gove=ental fund operation are accounted 
for as capital outlay expenditures of the gove=ental fund upon acquisition. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

M. Long-term obligations 

In the government-wide financial statements, and proprietary fund type financial statements, 
long-term debt and other long-term obligations are reported as liabilities in the applicable 
governmental activities, business-type activities, or proprietary fund type statement of net 
position. Significant bond premiums and discounts, are deferred and amortized over the life of 
the bonds using the effective interest method. Bonds payable are reported net of the applicable 
bond premium or discount, if significant. Bond issuance costs are expensed when incurred. 

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund types recognize bond premiums and 
discounts, as well as bond issuance costs, during the current period. The face amount of debt 
issued is reported as other financing sources. Premiums received on debt issuances are reported 
as other financing sources while discounts on debt issuances are reported as other financing uses. 
Issuance costs, whether or not withheld from the actual debt proceeds received, are reported as 
debt service expenditures. 

N. Compensated Absences 

Employees earn vacation and sick leave annually at varying rates depending upon length of 
service. These compensated absences are allowed to accumulate from period to period if not 
used. 

Upon termination an employee is compensated for accumulated vacation time; but, employees 
are not compensated for sick time unless termination is due to qualified retirement. 

An accrual is made for the amount of compensation the employees will receive in the future 
based upon services performed in the current year for vacation time not used. An accrual is also 
made for accumulated sick time estimated to be paid to employees at retirement. Only the 
portion of this accumulated sick pay estimated to be paid to employees retiring within the next 
year is recorded as a liability within the fund to which the particular employees' salary is 
allocated, the remaining liability is included with long-term debt in the Statement of Net 
Position. The liability for the long-term portion of this accumulated sick pay, effects twenty-two 
employees and totals approximately $234,000 and is not discounted to present value. 

The Council's current compensated absences, by fund, are approximately as follows: 

Major funds 
General Fund 
Road Construction and Maintenance Fund 
Reduction and Transfer Fund 

Non-major funds 
Small Animal Control Fund 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

The entire compensated absence liability is reported on the government-wide financial 
statements. For governmental funds financial statements, the current portion of unpaid 
compensated absences is the amount that is normally expected to be paid using expendable 
available financial resources. The noncurrent portion of the liability is not reported. 

0. Net Pension Liability or Asset and Related Deferred Outflows and Inflows of Resources 

The Council follows GASB pronouncements establishing the accounting and financial reporting 
by state and local govermnents for pensions. This guidance requires the Council to calculate and 
recognize a net pension liability or asset and certain deferred outflows and inflows of resources 
and pension expense. The Council is a member of Parochial Employees' Retirement System of 
Louisiana - Plan A (PERS-A), a cost sharing multiple employer public employee retirement 
system. For purposes of measuring its net pension liability or asset, deferred outflows and 
inflows of resources, and pension expense, the Council uses the same basis as PERS-A. 

See Note 16 for further details about this pension plan. 

P. Other Postemployment Benefits Liability and Related Deferred Outflows and Inflows of 
Resources 

The Council has agreed to provide its employees with postemployment benefits. In 2018 the 
Council adopted GASB Statement No. 75, Accounting and Financial Reporting for 
Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions (OPEB) which establishes standards for 
recognizing and measuring liabilities, deferred outflows of resources, deferred inflows of 
resources, and expenses related to OPEB. 

See Note 17 for further details about this OPEB plan. 

Q. Deferred Outflows and Inflows of Resources (Related to Debt Refundings) 

In prior years the Council's Reduction and Transfer Fund issued refunding debt which resulted in 
the defeasance of old debt issues. The difference between the reacquisition price ( amount 
required to repay the previously issued old debt) and the net carrying amount of the old debt is 
reported as a deferred outflow of resources or deferred inflow of resources and recognized as a 
component of interest expense in future periods. Accordingly, the Reduction and Transfer Fund 
report debt redemption costs of $161,900 as a deferred outflow of resources. At year end 
$94,000 of amortization was charged to interest expense for the year. 

R. Equity Classifications 

Govermnent-wide Statements and Proprietarv Fund Statements 
Equity is classified as net position and displayed in the three components: 

a) Net investment in capital assets- Consists of capital assets net of accumulated 
depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of bonds that are attributable to the 
acquisition, construction, or improvement of those assets. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

b) Restricted net position - Consists of net position with constraints placed on the use either 
by (1) external groups such as creditors, grantors, contributions, or laws or regulations of 
other governments; or (2) law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

c) Unrestricted net position - All other net position that does not meet the definition of 
"restricted" or "net investment in capital assets". 

At December 31, 2024 $2,609,543 of the Council's restricted net position was required by 
enabling legislation. 

At December 31, 2024, the Council's unrestricted net position (deficit) of ($17,906,349) includes 
the effect of the $6,872,381 of deferred inflows of resources related to OPEB and $275,997 of 
deferred inflows of resources related to pensions, which will be recognized as a reduction of the 
unrestricted net deficit in future years. 

Fund Financial Statements 

Governmental fund equity is classified by five categories: nonspendable, restricted, co=itted, 
assigned and unassigned. 

a.) Nonspendable - represents those portions of fund equity that cannot be spent because they are not 
in spendable form or because they are legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. 

b.) Restricted - represents those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or legally 
segregated for a specific future use. 

c.) Committed - represents those portions of fund equity that can be used only for specific purposes 
pursuant to constraints imposed by formal action of the Council's highest level of decision­
making authority. Commitments may be established, modified, or rescinded only through formal 
adoption of ru1 ordinance ( other than the ruumal budget ordinance) by the Council 

d.) Assigned - represents those portions of fund equity that are constrained by the Council's intent 
through budget ordinance to be used for specific purposes, but are neither restricted nor 
committed. 

e.) Unassigned - This classification is the residual fund balance for the General Fund. It represents 
fund balance that has not been assigned to other funds and that has not been restricted, 
committed, or assigned to a specific purpose within the General fund. 

The Council considers amounts to have been expended first out of committed funds, followed by 
assigned funds, and then unassigned funds when expenditures are incurred for purposes for 
which funds of any unrestricted fund balance classifications have been used. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

S. Interfund Transfers 

Permanent reallocations of resources between funds of the Council are ciassified as interfund 
transfers. For the purpose of the Statement of Activities, all interfund transfers between 
individual governmental funds are generally eliminated. Tirree of the Council's non-major 
governmental funds, which are substantially funded by Federal grants, operate based upon the 
grant year which ends within the Council's normal December 31 year end. Occasionally a 
transfer to one of these three funds to or from another of the Council's funds will occur between 
their yearend and December 31. In this case, amounts of transfers in and transfers out will differ 
by the amount of the interperiod transfer. 

T. Reclassification 

Certain items have been reclassified in order to make these financial statements more meaningful 
and comparative. 

U. Accounting Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles require management to make certain estimates and assumptions that affect the reported 
amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

V. New GASB Pronouncements 

The GASB has issued its Statement No. 101 "Compensated Absences" which updates the 
recognition and measurement guidance for compensated absences. 

This pronouncement is in effect for the Council for the year 2024. Management has determined 
there is no significant effect of these Statements on the financial statements. 

W. Future Accounting Changes 

The GASB issued its Statement No. 102 "Certain Risk Disclosures" which provides users of 
governmental fmancial status with essential information about risk related to governments 
current vulnerabilities. The pronouncement will be effective for the Council for the year 2025. 
Management has not yet determined the effects of this statement. 
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NOTE 2 - FUND DEFICITS 

The following individual fund of the Council had a deficit fund balance at year end: 

Nonmajor Funds: 
Jail Operating and Maintenance Fund 

Major Funds: 
Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 
Capital Improvement Fund 

Amount 

(126,941) 

(2,550,784) 
(1,667,341) 

The deficits in the Road Construction & Maintenance, Capital Improvement, and Jail Operating 
and Maintenance Funds will be funded by future revenues or transfers into the fund. 
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NOTE 3 - EXPENDITURES - EXCESS OF ACTUAL OVER APPROPRIATED 

Actual expenditures exceeded appropriated expenditures by a significant amount in the following for 
2024: 

Special Revenue Fund 
OJP Enhancement Grant 

Actual 
$1,916 

NOTE 4 - SIGNIFICANT BUDGET REVENUE SHORTFALL 

Budget 
Unfavorable 

Variance 
$(1,916) 

During 2024 actual revenue received by the following funds was significantly less than the actual 
budgeted. 

Budgeted Revenue Actual Revenue Shortfall 
Major Funds 
Road Construction & 
Maintenance Fund $5,031,734 $3,260,486 $1,771,248 

Boat Landing Permit Fund 99,400 93,197 6,203 

Failure to amend the budget is a violation of Louisiana Revised Statutes. 

NOTE 5 -TAXES 

Sales Taxes 
The Council administers a Sales Tax Department that is responsible for the collection and distribution of 
various sales and use taxes levied within the parish. The Department has agreements with the Council, 
the school board and various municipalities, whereby they agree to reimburse the Department for the cost 
of collections of the taxes. 

The proceeds from the one per cent sales and use tax received by the Conncil are used for construction 
and maintenance of roads, construction and maintenance of navigation channels, and water and flood 
control projects, acquiring and improving public works and buildings, supplementing salaries of all parish 
employees, operation of recreational facilities, acquisition, maintenance and repair of vehicles and 
machinery, and funding bonds. The proceeds of the tax are deposited in the Sales Tax Bond Sinking Debt 
Service Fund. 
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NOTE 5 - TAXES (continued) 

The proceeds from the three-fourths of one per cent sales and use tax received by the Council are used for 
construction, acquisition, extension, improvement, operation and maintenance of solid waste collection 
and disposal facilities, sewers and sewerage disposal works, facilities for pollution control and abatement, 
and funding bonds issued for these purposes. The proceeds of the tax are deposited in the Sanitation 
Special Revenue Fund. 

The proceeds from the three-tenths of one per cent sales and use tax received by the Council are used 
within Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 10 of the parish for acquiring and maintaining electric lights on 
streets, roads, alleys and public places, acquiring, improving and extending public works, including 
drainage and water control extensions, acquiring, constructing, improving and maintaining fire protection 
facilities, public safety facilities and equipment, recreational facilities, and public health facilities and 
equipment. The proceeds of the tax are deposited in the Wards 5 and 8 Special Revenue Fund and in the 
Wards I, 2, 3, 4, 7, and 10 Special Revenue Fund. 

The proceeds from the one-half of one percent sales and use tax received by the Council are used 
solely for the purposes of paying the cost of operating and maintaining jail facilities and 
minimum security facilities of the Parish, including the cost of feeding, transporting and clothing 
prisoners and providing medical care. The proceeds of the tax are deposited in the Jail Operating 
and Maintenance Special Revenue Fund. 

Ad Valorem Taxes 
Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis in September or October of each year. 
The taxes become due and payable by December 31 and become delinquent on January 1. 
Notices regarding seizures are sent out in April with the seizure date being May 1. The taxes are 
collected on behalf of the Council by the Sheriff and then remitted to the Council. Most ad 
valorem taxes are received by the Council in December, January and February. 

For 2024, the Council levied the following ad valorem taxes. 

Purpose 

Parish tax for defraying the expenses of the Council 
and other legal purposes 

Criminal Justice System Tax helping to defray the expense 
of the Criminal Justice System 

Library - Debt Service Only 
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Millage 

7.60 

3.80 
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NOTE 6 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

The Council does not have a formal investment policy related to interest rate risk (the risk of an 
investment decreasing in value due to increasing interest rates). 

In addition, the Council does not have a formal investment policy related to credit risk (including 
concentrations of credit). However the Council does follow state law as to limitations on types 
of deposits and investments as described below. 

The Council does not invest in any investments subject to foreign currency risk. 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Under state law the Council may deposit its funds with certain state and federally chartered 
financial institutions. These deposits are required to be insured or collateralized by the financial 
institutions. 

At year end 2024 the carrying amount of the Council's cash was $4,419,729 and the bank 
balance was $4,032,120. A portion of these balances was covered by federal depository 
insurance, the uninsured portion of $1,782,120 is subject to custodial credit risks and was 
collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institutions. 

Investments 

Under state law the Council may invest in certain federal or federally guaranteed securities, 
certain bank time certificates of deposit, mutual or trust funds, and in the Louisiana Asset 
Management Pool (LAMP). LAMP is a 2A7-like external investment pool operated to allow 
local government to pool their investment funds. LAMP is not registered with the SEC as an 
investment company. LAMP is subject to regulatory oversight of the Louisiana State Treasurer 
and the LAMP board of directors. LAMP share values for the pool are valued at fair value based 
on quoted market rates determined on a weekly basis. The value of the Council's investment in 
LAMP is the same as the net asset values of its pool shares. 
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NOTE 6 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS ( continued) 

The following is a summary of investments held by the Council at December 31, 2024. 

U.S. Government Securities 
LAMP (ratedAAAm by 

Standard & Poors) 

Amount 

$2,096,453 

228,954 
$2,325.407 

Percentage of 
Total 

Investments 

90% 

10% 
100% 

As of December 31, 2024, the Council had the following investments and maturities: 

Investment Type 
U.S. Treasuries 
U.S. Agencies 
Total 

Investment Maturities (in years) 
Fair 

Value 
$513,034 
1,583,419 

$2,096.453 

Less 
than I 
$513,034 

931,701 
$1,444,735 

I - 5 

651,718 
$651.718 

LAMP determines its maturities using the weighted average maturity (W AM) method. The 
W AM of LAMP assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and consists of no securities with a 
maturity in excess of 397 days. The WAM for LAMP's total investments is 68 days as of 
December 31, 2024. 

The Council categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established 
by GASB Statement No. 72, "Fair Value Measurement and Application". The hierarchy is based 
on the valuation inputs used to measure the fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted 
prices in active markets for identical assets; Level 2 inputs are significant other observable 
inputs; Level 3 inputs are significant unobservable inputs. 

The Council has the following recurring fair value measurements as of December 31, 2024: 

• U.S. Government securities of$2,096,453 are valued using quoted market prices (Level 1 
inputs) 
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NOTE 7 - RECEIVABLES 

Receivables at December 31, 2024, are as follows: 

Governmental Funds 
Ma·or 

Total 
Road Const. Capital Nonmajor Total 

General &Maint Sanitation Improvement Governmental Governmental 
Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds Receivables 

Accounts $ 175,869 $ 66,493 $ 343,632 $ 540,080 $ 40,899 $ 1,166,973 
Total $ 175,869 $ 66,493 $ 343,632 $ 540,080 $ 40,899 $ 1,166,973 

Nonmajor 

Jail 16th JDC Total 
Operating St. Mll.l)' Nonmajor 

& Maintenance Housing Parish Governmental 
Fund Program Drug Court Funds 

Accounts $ 36,864 $ 3,585 $ 450 $ 40,899 
Total $ 36,864 $ 3,585 $ 450 $ 40,899 

Ente!Erise Funds 

Reduction Small Kemper Total 
and Animal Williams Enterprise 

Transfer Control Park Funds 
Fund Fund Fund Receivables 

Accounts $ 618,310 $ 2,030 $ 11,630 $ 631,970 
Total $ 618,310 $ 2,030 $ 11,630 $ 631,970 

All receivables are net of allowances for uncollectible accounts which are immaterial. 
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NOTE 8 - ADVANCES TO/FROM OTHER FUNDS 

Advances to/from other funds as of December 31, 2024 consisted oftbe following: 

Funds 
Advance due to 

Non Major 
Reduction Kem2er Combined Governmental 

Funds Advance due from and Transfer Williams Sewer 

General Fund $ 14,887 $ 421,316 $ - $ 
Road Construction & Maintenance 1,167,673 
Sanitation 
Capital Improvement 5,254,279 
Combined Sewer 431,758 
Non Major Governmental 

Subtotal $ 6,436,839 $ 421,316 $ 431,758 $ 
Reduction and Transfer 314,073 727,194 
Small Animal Control 

Total $ 6,750,912 $ 421,316 $ 1,158,952 $ 

Advances bet\Veen funds primarily arise as follows: 

The Council maintains a comingled cash acconnt and periodically one fund temporarily borrows ammmts 

from the other funds to cover expenditures. 
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Funds 

1,829,696 
1,493,351 

64,500 

209,806 
3,597,353 

127,818 
169,283 

3,894,454 

Total 

$ 2,265,899 
2,661,024 

64,500 
5,254,279 

431,758 
209,806 

$ 10,887,266 
1,169,085 

169,283 
$ 12,225,634 



NOTE 9 - INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

Interfund transfers in for the year ended December 31, 2024, consisted of the following: 

TRANSFER TO 

Major Governmental Funds: 
General Fund 

Total General Fund 

Combined Sewer Construction Fund 

Road Construction & Maintenance 

Total Road Construction & Maintenance 

Total Transfers In - Major Governmental Funds 

Non Major Governmental Funds: 
Witness Fee Fund 

OJP Enhancement Fund 

Jail Operating & Maintenance Fund 

3/4% Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund 

Certificate oflndebtedness Sinking Fund 

Total Certificate oflndebtedness Sinking Fund 

GOMESA Debt Service Fund 

Total Transfers In -Non Major Governmental Funds 

Total Transfers In - Governmental Funds 

Business-type Activities: 

Reduction and Transfer Fund 

Small Animal Control Fund 

Kemper Williams Park Fund 

Total Transfers In - Business-type Activities 

Total Transfers In 

TRANSFER FROM 

Sanitation Fund 
Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund 
Gaming Receipt Fund 

Sanitation Fund 

Sanitation Fund 
Sales Tax Wards 1,2,3,4,7, & 10 
Sales Tax Wards 5 & 8 

General Fund 

General Fund 

Gaming Receipt Fund 

Sanitation Fund 

Road Construction & Maintenance 
Sanitation Fund 

Road Construction & Maintenance 

Sanitation Fund 

General Fund 

General Fund 
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$ 50,000 
1,550,000 

450,000 

2,050,000 

109,895 

400,000 
25,000 
25,000 

450,000 

$ 2,609,895 

$ 1,598 

14,886 

845,000 

705,000 

1,370,000 
132,000 

1,502,000 

1,052,562 

4,121,046 

$ 6,730,941 

$ 700,000 

303,000 

360,000 

$ 1,363,000 

$ 8,093,941 



NOTE 9 - INTERFUND TRANSFERS (continued) 

Interfund transfers out for the year ended December 31, 2024, consisted of the following: 

TRANSFER FROM 

Major Governmental Funds: 
General Fund 

Total General Fund 

Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 

Total Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 

Sanitation Fund 

Total Sanitation Fund 

Capital Improvement Fund 

Total Transfers Out - Major Governmental Funds 

Non Major Governmental Funds: 
Gaming Receipt Fund 

Total Gaming Receipt Fund 

Sales Tax Wards 1,2,3,4,7, & 10 

Sales Tax Wards 5 & 8 

Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund 

Total Transfers Out- Non Major Governmental Funds 

Total Transfers Out 

Transfers are used to: 

TRANSFER TO 

Small Animal Control Fund 
Kemper Williams 
OJP Enhancement Grant 
Witness Fee Fund 

Excess Revenue Bond Sinking Fund 
GOMESA Debt Service Fund 

General Fund 
Road Construction Fund 
Reduction and Transfer Fund 
Combined Sewer Construction Fund 
3/4% Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund 
Excess Revenue Bond Sinking Fund 

GOMESA Debt Service Fund 

General Fund 

Jail Operating & Maintenance Fund 

Road Construction & Maintenance 

Road Construction & Maintenance 

General Fund 

$ 303,000 
360,000 

14,887 
1,598 

1,370,000 
1,004,403 

50,000 
400,000 
700,000 
109,895 
705,000 
132,000 

450,000 
845,000 

Move revenues from the fund, that the budget ordinance requires to collect them to the fund that the budget ordinance 
requires to expend them, 

Move receipts restricted to debt service from the funds collecting the receipts to the debt service fund as debt service 
payments become due, and 

Use excess unrestricted revenues collected in one fund to finance various programs accounted for in other funds in 
accordance with budgetary authorizations. 

To transfer any assets and liabilities remaining in a fund which has ceased operations to a fund continuing to operate. 
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679,485 

2,374,403 

2,096,895 

48,158 

$ 5,198,941 

1,295,000 

25,000 

25,000 

1,550,000 

2,895,000 

$ 8,093,941 



NOTE 10 - DUE TO/FROM COMPONENT UNITS 

Due from component units at December 31, 2024 consists of the following: 

Payable to 

Major Funds: 

General Fund 

Combined Sewer Construction Fund 

Due From 

Atchafalaya Golf Course Commission 

St. Mary Parish Water & Sewer Comm. No. 5 
St. Mary Parish Water & Sewer Comm. No. 4 

Total due from component units 

Amount 

$ 753,786 * 
753,786 

216,891 * 
I 76,398 * 
393,289 

$ 1,147,075 

*The portion not expected to be repaid currently is shown as non-spendable portion of fund balance in the 
General Fund and Combined Sewer Construction Fund balance sheets. 
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NOTE II - FIXED ASSETS 

CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital asset activity for the year ended December 31, 2024, is as follows: 

Beginning 
Governmental activities: Balance Increases Decreases Trnnsfers Endin" Balance 
Capital assets not being depreciated 

Lmd s 1,919,874 $ $ 1,919,874 
Construction in progress 3,734,027 2,175,730 $ (82,063) 5,827,694 

Total capital assets not being depreciated 5,653,901 2,175,730 (82,063) 7,747,568 

Other capital assets· 
Right-of-use lease - equipment 111,310 12,498 (97,632) 26,176 
Right-of-use lease - land 234,565 234,565 
Right-of-use lease improvements 1,346 1,345 
Right-of-use lease vehicles 357,395 103,111 (41,240) 419,266 

Infrastructure 158,677,913 1,383,527 82,063 160,143,503 
Building 20,100,401 20,100,401 
Equipment and furniture 16,454,762 227,163 16,681,925 
Improvements 39,695,313 211,447 39,906,760 

T oral other capital assets at historical cost 235 633,005 1,937,746 (138,872) 82 063 237,513,942 

Less accumulated depreciation and amortization for 

Right-of-use lease - equipment (79,855) (24,903) 90,847 (13,911) 

Right-of-use lease - land (68,580) (34,292) (102,872) 

Right-of-use lease - improvements (757) (378) (U35) 
Right-of-use lease - vehicles (136,585) (113,474) 41,240 (208,819) 

Infrastructure (88,576,537) (4,160,722) (92,737,259) 

Building (13,636,473) (427,815) (14,064,288) 

Equipment and furnirure (14,518,906) (486,947) (15,005,853) 

Improvements (21,834,81:z) (1,590,122) (23,424,939) 

Total accumulated depreciation (138 852,510) (6 838 653) 132,087 {145,559,076) 

Other capital assets, net 96,780,495 (4,900,90:z) (6,785) 82,063 91,954,866 

Governmental capital assets, net 102,434,396 (2,725.17:z) (6,785) $ s 99.702,434 

Business-type activities: 

Capital assets not being depreciated 

Construction in progress $ 

Land 2,052,372 2,052,372 

Land Improvements 1,710,164 1,710,164 

Total capital assets not being depreciated 3,762,536 3,762,536 

Other capital assets: 

Right-of-use lease - equipment 21,446 (16,942) 4,504 

Right-of-use lease - vehicles 259,489 259,489 

Buildings 5,571,364 5,571,364 

Equipment 9,908,067 176,390 10,084,457 

Improvements 24,019,924 24,019,924 

Total other capital assets at historical co5t 39,780,290 176,390 {16,942) 39,939,738 

Less accumulated depreciation and amortization for 

Right-of-use lease - equipment (13,650) (1,502) 10,990 (4,162) 

Right-of-use lease - vehicles (107,310) (58,070) (165,380) 

Buildings (4,735,132) (52,939) (4,788,071) 

Equipment (8,724,576) (361,876) (9,086,452) 

Improvements {9,780,530) {754 922) {10,535,452) 

Total accumulated depreciation (23,361,198) {1,229,309) 10,990 (24.579,517) 

Other capital assets, net 16,419,092 {1,052,919) (5 952) 15,360,221 

Business-type activities capital assets, net $ 20,181,628 [I,052,919/ (5,952) $ $ 19,122,757 

Depreciation and amortization expenses were charged to function as follows: 

Governmental activities: 
General government 991,923 
Public safety 1,462,174 

Public works 3,134,559 

Health and welfare 79,690 
Culture and recreation 1 170 307 

Total governmental activities depreciation expense 6,838,653 

Business type activities: 
Reduction and Transfer $ 1,100,131 
Kemper William Park 57,297 
Small Animal Control 71,881 

Total business-type activities depreciation expense s 1,229,309 
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NOTE 12 - LONG TERM DEBT 

As of December 31, 2024, the governmental long-term debt is segregated between the amounts 
to be repaid from governmental activities and amounts to be repaid from business-type activities. 

Governmental Activities: 

As of December 31, 2024, the governmental long-term debt of the Council consisted of the 
following: 

Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds 

$2,500,000 of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2009, were issued 
March 1, 2009, to improve, construct and acquire buildings, equipment, 
and books for the parish libraries, outside the City of Morgan City. The 
bonds bear interest at 3.8 to 4.0 percent and are payable through the 
year 2029. These bonds are to be retired from ad valorem taxes. 
Although the Council is servicing these bonds, the St. Mary Parish 
Library Fund will be expending the proceeds and will also be 
transferring ad valorem taxes to the Council to service the debt. These 
bonds are being paid from the St. Mary Parish Library General 
Obligation '96 Sinking Fund 

$600,000 of Certificate of Indebtedness, Series 2020 were issues June 
30, 2020 for the purpose of (1) acquiring, constructing, extending, or 
improving works of public improvement within the Issuer (2) paying 
the cost of issuance of the Certificates. The bonds bear interest at 
3 .250 percent being retired from the Certificate of Indebtedness 
Sinking Fund. 
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125,000 



NOTE 12- LONG TERM DEBT (continued) 

$3,960,000 Taxable Public Improvement Sales Tax Refunding Bonds, 
Series 2020 proceeds were issued February 27, 2020. The proceeds 
along with $633,803 from the Debt Service Reserve Fund and $29,299 
from the Debt Service Fund was used to partially advance refund 
$4,325,000 of outstanding Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, 
Series 2011. The bonds bear interest of 1.80% to 2.54% and are 
payable through 2031 are being retired from the Sales Tax Bond 
Sinking Fund. 

Plus original issue premiUill, amortized on a straight line basis 

$1,500,000 of Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 2020A 
was issued February 27, 2020 for the purpose of acquiring, 
constructing, improving, maintaining and repairing roads, capital 
improvements, public works and buildings, including the acquisition 
of necessary fixtures, equipment, furnishings and appurtenances bonds 
bear interest at 2.07 percent being retired from the Sales Tax Bond 
Sinking Fund and are payable through 2031. 

$1,000,000 of Taxable Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 
2021 was issued July 1, 2021 for the purpose of improving, equipping 
and furnishing the Parish jail facilities. The bonds bear interest of 
2.28% and are payable through 2031 and are being retired from the 
Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund. 

REVENUE BONDS 

$2,190,000 Sewerage Sales Tax Refunding Bonds, Series 2015, were 
issued April 17, 2015, to repay $2,135,000 of Sewerage Sales Tax 
Bonds Series 2006. The bonds bear interest of 2.09% and are payable 
through 2025. The bonds are to be retired from the Three-fourths 
Percent Sales Tax and are paid from the Three-fourths Percent Sales 
Tax Bond Sinking Fund. 
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$3,165,000 

86,376 

950,000 

745,000 

265,000 



NOTE 12 - LONG TERM DEBT ( continued) 

$19,500,000 of Limited Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2021 were issued 
on April 16, 2021 to provide debt service savings the purpose of 
refunding the Series 2018 and 2019 Bonds The bonds bear interest at 
2.95% and are payable through 2039. These bonds are being retired 
from the Certificates ofindebtedness Sinking Fund. 

$11,500,000 Louisiana Local Government Environmental Facilities and 
Community Development Authority Revenue Bonds (St. Mary Parish 
GOMESA Project) Series 2019 Bonds were issued on July 23, 2019. 
These bonds were issued for the purpose of coastal restoration and 
other activities and endeavors permitted under the provisions of 
GOMESA. The bonds bear interest at 4.40% and are payable through 
2045. These bonds are being retired from GOMESA Debt Service 
Fund with GO MESA revenues received each year. 

Accrued compensated absences-all noncurrent 

Total Governmental Activity Debt 
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16,575,000 

9,875,000 

234 000 

$32,900.376 



NOTE 12-LONG TERM DEBT (continued) 

Business-type Activities: 

As of December 31, 2024, the long-term debt payable from proprietary fund resources 
consisted of the following: 

$6,010,000 of Solid Waste Sales Refunding Tax Bonds, Series 2017, 
were issued on July 13, 2017 for the purpose of constructing and 
acquiring improvements at the parish landfill. The certificates bear 
interest of 1. 75 to 5 percent and are payable through the year 2028. 
The bonds are to be retired from the three-fourths percent sales tax and 
excess operating revenues from the landfill and are to be paid from the 
Reduction and Transfer Fund 

Plus original issue premium 

Total Enterprise Indebtedness 
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$4,425,000 

161,124 

$4,586.124 



NOTE 12 - LONG TER.l\1 DEBT (continued) 

At December 31, 2024, $25,140,000 of outstanding bonds are considered defeased. 

The Council is subject to certain affirmative and negative covenants pursuant to its bond and debt agreements. 
These covenants include but are not limited to: 

1 Establishment and funding of certain debt service funds 
2 Preparation and adoption of budgets 
3 Preparation and independent audit of financial statements 
4 Restriction as to additional debt issuance 
5 Restriction as to investments 

Long-term liability activity for the year ended December 31, 2024, was as follows: 

Beginning 
Balance Increases Decreases 

Governmental Activities: 
Bonds payable: 

General obligation Debt $ 6,760,000 $ (895,000) $ 
Revenue bonds 28,935,000 (2,220,000) 
Original issue premium 110,176 (23,800) 

Total bonds payable 35805176 (3,138,800} 
Other liabilities: 

Compensated absences 249,000 (15,000) 
Lease obligation payable 1,029,790 323,389 (360,171) 

Total other liabilities 1,278,790 323,389 (375,171) 

Governmental activities long-term 
!fabilities $ 37,083,966 $ 323,389 $ (3,513,971) $ 

Business-type Activities 
Bonds payable: 

Landfill debt $ 5,380,000 $ $ (955,000) $ 
Original issue premium 225,124 (64,000) 

Total bonds payable 5,605,124 (1,019,000) 

Other liabilities: 
Lease obligation payable 733,706 (163,980) 

Business-type activities long-term 
liabilities $ 6,338,830 $ - $ (1,182,980) $ 
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Amounts 
Ending Due within 
Balance One Year 

5,865,000 $ 760,000 
26,715,000 1,490,000 

86,376 23,800 

32 666.376 2 273 800 

234,000 
993,008 335,642 

1,227,008 335,642 

33,893,384 $ 2,609,442 

4,425,000 $ 1,030,000 
161,124 64,000 

4,586,124 1,094,000 

569,726 164,963 

5,155,850 $ 1,258,963 



NOTE 12 - LONG TERM DEBT (continued) 

Debt Maturity 

Debt service requirements ( excluding compensated absences and premiums or discounts) at 
December 31, 2024 were as follows: 

Governmental Activities - Bonds 

Year Ended General Obligation Revenue Bonds 
December 31, Principal Interest Principal Interest 

2025 920,000 141,349 1,490,000 946,453 
2026 820,000 120,298 1,270,000 899,551 
2027 845,000 99,806 1,315,000 856,496 
2028 875,000 78,262 1,355,000 811,970 
2029 905,000 55,646 1,400,000 765,973 

2030-2031 1,500,000 53,806 2,950,000 1,387,553 
2032-2044 16,935,000 3,836,774 

Total $ 5,865,000 $ 549,167 $ 26,715,000 $ 9,504,769 

Business-type Activities 
Solid Waste 

Landfill Debt 

Principal Interest 
2025 1,030,000 172,850 
2026 1,080,000 125,500 
2027 1,130,000 75,650 
2028 1,185,000 23,700 

$ 4,425,000 $ 397,700 

Council's Total Debt 

2025 3,440,000 1,260,652 4,700,652 

2026 3,170,000 1,145,349 4,315,349 
2027 3,290,000 1,031,952 4,321,952 
2028 3,415,000 913,932 4,328,932 
2029 2,305,000 821,619 3,126,619 

2030-2031 4,450,000 1,441,359 5,891,359 
2032-2044 16,935,000 3,836,774 20,771,774 

$ 37,005,000 $ 10,451,636 $ 47,456,636 
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NOTE 13- LEASE OBLIGATIONS 

In a prior year, the Council entered into 4 long-term, 5 year, lease purchase agreements for 
construction equipment totaling $1,477,897. 

In the current year, the Council entered into a long-term, 5 year, lease purchase agreements for 
construction equipment totaling $226,689. 

These agreements qualify as contracts that transfer ownership for accounting purposes and 
therefore do not qualify as GASB 87 Leases. The obligation was recorded at the present value of 
the future minimum lease payments as of the lease inception. 

As of December 31, 2024, the equipment acquired with these lease purchase agreements is 
reported at $623,535 ($920,389 less $296,854 for accumulated amortization) for Governmental 
Activities and $569,167 ($664,027) less $94,860 for accumulated amortization) for Business­
Type Activities in the Statement of Net Position as equipment and furniture. 

In the year 2024, $127,549 and $47,430 of amortization was taken on the equipment. 

The future minimum lease obligations and the net present value of the minimum lease payments 
as of December 31, 2024 is as follows: 

Governmental 
Year ending December 31 Activities 
2025 $241,250 
2026 198,694 
2027 198,694 
2028 57,483 
Total minimum lease payments $696,121 
Less: Interest portion (67,073) 
Present value of minimum lease payments $629 048 
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Business-Type 
Activities 

$138,720 
138,720 
263,745 

$541,185 
(67,804) 

$473,381 

Total 
$ 379,970 

337,414 
462,439 

57,483 
$1,237,306 

(134,877) 
$1,102.429 



ST. MARY PARISH, LA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED 12/31/2024 

Leases Payable 

For the year ended 12/31/2024, the financial statements include the ado!}tion ofGASB Statement No_ 87, Leases. The primary objective of this statement is to 
enhance the relevance and consistency of infonnation about governments' leasing activities. This statement establishes a single model for lease accounting based on 
the principle that leases are financings of the right to use an underlying asset. Under this Statement, a lessee is required to recognize a lease liability and an 
intangible right-to-use lease asset, and a lessor is required to recognize a lease receivable and a deferred inflow ofresources. For additional inforn;tation, refer to the 
disclosures below. 

As of 12/31/2024, St. Mary Parish, LA had 31 active leases. The leases have payments that range from $250 to $51,900 and interest rates that range from 0.3800% 
to 3.4450%. As of 12/31/2024, the total combined value of the lease liability is $460,305, the total combined value of the short-term lease liability is $187,509. The 
combined value of the right to use asset, as of 12/31/2024 of$945,346 with accumulated amortization of$496,279 is included \'.ithin the Lease Class activities table 
found below. The leases had $0 of Variable Payments and $0 of Other Payments, not included in the Lease Liability, within the Fiscal Year. 

Amount of Lease Assets by Major Classes of Underlying Asset 

As ofFiscal Year-end 
Asset Class Lease Asset Value Accumulated Amortization 

Equipment 30,680 18,073 
Vehicles 678.755 374,199 
Land 234,565 102,872 
Land Improvements 1,346 1,135 
Total Leases 945,346 496,279 

Principal and Interest Requirements to Maturity 

Business-Type Activities 
Fiscal Year Principal Payments Interest Payments Total Payments 

2025 58,329 861 59,190 

2026 28,253 411 28,664 

2027 6,852 187 7.039 

2028 2.911 21 2,932 

Total 96,345 1,480 97,825 

Governmental Activities 

Fiscal Year Principal Payments Interest Payments Total Payments 

2025 129.180 5.587 134,767 

2026 109,424 3,103 112,527 

2027 70,083 1,419 71,502 

2028 51.052 598 51,650 

2029 4,221 34 4,255 

Total 363,960 10,741 374,701 
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ST. MARY PARISH, LA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED 12/31/2024 

Leases Receivable 

For the year ended 12/31/2024, the financial statements include the adoption of GASB Statement No. 87, Leases. The primary objective of this statement is to 
enhance the relevance and consistency of information about governments' leasing activities. This statement establishes a single model for lease accounting 
based on the principle that leases are financings of the right to use an underlying asset. Under this Statement, a lessee is required to recognize a lease liability 
and an intangible right-to-use lease asset, and a lessor is required to recognize a lease receivable and a deferred inflow ofresources. For additional information, 
refer to the disclosures below . 

.As of 12/31/2024, St. Mary Parish, LA had 5 active leases. The leases have receipts that range from $3,485 to $265,200 and interest rates that range from 
0. 7360% to 2.5360%. As of 12/31/2024, the total combined value of the lease receivable is $946,569, the total combined value of the short-term lease 
receivable is $293,627, and the combined value of the deferred inflow of resources is $600,187. The leases had $0 of Variable Receipts and $0 of Other 
Receipts, not included in the Lease Receivable, within the Fiscal Year. 

Principal and Interest Expected to Maturity 

Fiscal Year 
2025 
2026 
2027 
Total 

Fiscal Year 
2025 
2026 
Total 

Principal Payments 
278,018 
258,113 
407,105 
943,236 

Principal Payments 
15,609 
15.725 
31,334 

Governmental Activities 
Interest Payments 

Business-Type Activities 

20,095 
13,762 
8,431 

42,288 

Interest Payments 

53 

231 
115 
346 

Total Payments 
298,113 
271,875 
415,536 
985,524 

Total Payments 
15,840 
15,840 
31,680 



NOTE 14 - VENTURES WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS 

The Council is participating in an agreement with the City of Franklin (City) for the operation of 
sewerage facilities for the City and surrounding Parish areas. The City government operates the 
system including budgetary and financial matters and the Council does not participate in the 
operation or management of the system. The Council reimburses the City for thirty percent of 
the operating costs. The Council, in turn, is reimbursed for 33% of its share by St. Mary Parish 
Water and Sewer Commission No. 4. The fiscal year for the project ends April 30, 2024. 

Total revenues for the year ended April 30, 2024, were approximately $181,000; total 
expenditures were approximately $369,000. Separate balance sheet amounts are not readily 
available at year end. 

The City maintains separate fmancial information for this project, which is included in its 
financial report for the year ended April 30, 2024, which is available from the Chief Financial 
Officer of the City of Franklin. 

The City, Parish, and the St. Mary Parish Consolidated Drainage District No. 1 (District) have 
agreed to set up a fund for maintenance of the Yokely Pumping Station. Each of the three is to 
place in a Capital Maintenance Fund money in the amount of $3,333 per year until the amount 
reaches the sum of $50,000. At any time the fund falls below $50,000 each entity is to replenish 
the fund on the same equal basis up to $50,000. The District is in charge of overseeing the 
Capital Maintenance Fund. The District maintains separate financial information for this project, 
which is included in its financial report for the year ended September 30, 2024, which is 
available from the Clerk of the St. Mary Parish Council. Total revenues for the year ended 
September 30, 2024, were approximately $7,000; total expenditures were approximately 
$18,500. At September 30, 2024, total assets were approximately $25,000 and the total fund 
balance was approximately $10,000. 

In 2009 the City, the Council, and the District entered into intergovernmental agreement with the 
State of Louisiana to fund Phase II of the Yokely Project. The total estimated cost of 
engineering and construction of this phase of the project is $1,723,494, with the State's share 
being 90% of the cost or $1,551,145 and the local share of the project being 10% or $172,350. 
The City, the Council, and the District are each responsible for one-third of the local share. The 
Council has made payments totaling approximately $531,000 through 2024, which includes 
construction, engineering, legal, and right of way costs incurred prior to beginning construction. 
The City is in charge of overseeing the project until completion and will maintain financial 
information on the project which will be available from the City's Chief Financial Officer. 

The Council entered into an agreement with Franklin City Court to provide 34% of the operation 
expenses for the Court and Marshal's office. The Council's share totaled approximately 
$137,000 in 2024. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description 

The Council contributes to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana Plan A 
(PERS-A), a cost sharing multiple-employer public employee retirement system administered by 
a Board of Trustees. The System was established and provided for by the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes (LRS). 

Benefits Provided 

PERS-A provides retirement and disability benefits, annual cost of living adjustments and death 
benefits to plan members and beneficiaries. All permanent employees who work at least 28 
hours a week may become members on the date of employment. New employees meeting the age 
and Social Security criteria have up to 90 days from the date of hire to elect to participate. 

Retirement Benefits 
Members can retire providing he/she meets one of the following criteria: 

For employees hired prior to January 1, 2007: 
1. Any age with thirty (30) or more years of creditable service. 
2. Age 55 with twenty-five (25) years of creditable service. 
3. Age 60 with a minimum of ten (10) years of creditable service. 
4. Age 65 with a minimum of seven (7) years of creditable service. 

For employees hired after January 1, 2007: 
1. Age 55 with 30 years of service. 
2. Age 62 with 10 years of service. 
3. Age 67 with 7 years of service. 

The monthly retirement allowance consists of an amount equal to three percent of the member's 
final average compensation multiplied by his/her years of creditable service. However, under 
certain conditions, as outlined in the statutes, the benefits are limited to specified amounts. 

Survivor Benefits 
Upon the death of any member with five or more years of creditable service who is not eligible 
for retirement, the plan provides for benefits for the surviving spouse and minor children, as 
outlined in the statutes. Any member who is eligible for normal retirement at time of death, the 
surviving spouse shall receive benefits, as outlined in the statutes. 

A surviving spouse who is not eligible for Social Security survivorship or retirement benefits, 
and married not less than twelve months immediately preceding death of the member, shall be 
paid benefits beginning at age 5 0. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

Deferred Retirement Option Plan. 
Act 338 of 1990 established the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) for the Retirement 
System. DROP is an option for members who are eligible for normal retirement. In lieu of 
terminating employment and accepting a service retirement, members who are eligible to retire 
may elect to participate in DROP in which they are enrolled for three years and defer the receipt 
of benefits. During participation in the plan, employer contributions are payable but employee 
contributions cease. The monthly retirement benefits that would be payable, had the person 
elected to cease employment and receive a service retirement allowance, are paid into the DROP 
Fund. 

Upon termination of employment prior to or at the end of the specified period of participation, a 
participant in the DROP may receive, at his option, a lump sum from the DROP account equal 
to the payments into the account, a true annuity based upon his account balance in that fund, or 
roll over the fund to an Individual Retirement Account. 

Interest is accrued on the DROP benefits for the period between the end of DROP participation 
and the member's retirement date. 

For individuals who become eligible to participate in DROP on or after January 1, 2004, all 
amounts which remain credited to the individual's subaccount after termination in the Plan will 
be placed in liquid asset money market investments at the discretion of the board of trustees. 
These subaccounts may be credited with interest based on money market rates of return or, at the 
option of the System, the funds may be credited to self-directed subaccounts. The participant in 
the self-directed portion of this Plan must agree that the benefits payable to the participant are 
not the obligations of the state or PERS-A, and that any returns and other rights of the Plan are 
the sole liability and responsibility of the participant and the designated provider to which 
contributions have been made. 

Disability Benefits. 
Members shall be eligible to retire and receive a disability benefit if they were hired prior to 
January 1, 2007, and have at least five years of creditable service or if hired after January 1, 
2007, have seven years of creditable service, and are not eligible for normal retirement and have 
been officially certified as disabled by the State Medical Disability Board. Upon retirement 
caused by disability, a member of Plan A shall be paid a disability benefit equal to the lesser of 
an amount equal to three percent of the member's final average compensation multiplied by his 
years of service, not to be less than fifteen years, or three percent multiplied by years of service 
assuming continued service to age sixty for those members who are enrolled prior to January 1, 
2007 and to age sixty-two for those members who are enrolled January 1, 2007 and later. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

Cost of Living Increases. 
The Board is authorized to provide a cost of living allowance for those retirees who retired prior 
to July 1973. The adjustment cannot exceed 2% of the retiree's original benefit for each full 
calendar year since retirement and may only be granted if sufficient funds are available from 
investment income in excess of normal requirements. In addition, the Board may provide an 
additional cost of living increase to all retirees and beneficiaries who are over age sixty-five 
equal to 2% of the member's benefit paid on October 1, 1977, (or the member's retirement date, 
if later). Also, the Board may provide a cost of living increase up to 2.5% for retirees 62 and 
older (RS 11: 193 7). Lastly, Act 270 of 2009 provided for further reduced actuarial payments to 
provide an annual 2.5% cost of living adjustment commencing at age 55. 

Contributions 

According to state statute, contributions for all employers are actuarially determined each year. 
For the year ended December 31, 2023, the actuarially determined contribution rate was 7.49% 
of member's compensation. However, the actual rate for the fiscal year ending December 31, 
2023 was 11.50%. Contributions to the Pension Plan from the Council were $487,612 for the 
year ended December 31, 2024. 

According to state statute, the System also receives ¼ of 1 % of ad valorem taxes collected within 
the respective parishes. The System also receives revenue sharing funds each year as 
appropriated by the Legislature. Tax monies and revenue sharing monies are apportioned 
between Plan A and Plan B in proportion to the member's compensation. These additional 
sources of income are used as additional employer contributions and are considered support from 
non-employer contributing entities. 

At December 31, 2024, the Council reported a liability of $603,571 for its proportionate share of 
the net pension asset. The net pension liability was measured as of December 31, 2023, and the 
total pension liability used to calculate the net pension liability was determined by an actuarial 
valuations as of that date. The Council's proportion of the net pension liability was based on a 
projection of the Council's long-term share of contributions to the pension plan relative to the 
projected contributions of all participating entities, actuarially determined. At December 31, 
2023, the Council's proportion was 0.633522%, which was a decrease of 0.136414% from its 
proportion measured as of December 31, 2022. For the year ended December 31, 2024, the 
Council recognized pension expense (benefit) of $207,178. The Council recognized revenue of 
$62,688 as its proportionate share of non-employer contributions for the year ended December 
31,2024. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

At December 31, 2024, the Council reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows 
of resources related to pensions from the following sources: 

Deferred Outflows Deferred Inflows 
of Resources of Resources 

Difference between expected and 
actual experience $285,809 $162,010 

Changes of assumptions 105,154 

Net difference between projected and actual 
investment earnings on pension plan 
investments 972,741 

Change in proportion and differences between 
fund's contributions and proportionate 
share of contributions 22,774 8,833 

Fund's contributions subsequent to the 
measurement date 430,042 

$1,711.366 $275,997 

The Council's amount reported as deferred outflows of revenues from contributions subsequent 
to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of net pension liability ( or an increase 
in net pension asset) in the year ended December 31, 2025. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

Other amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources 
related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

Year Ending December 31: 
2025 $82,866 
2026 497,131 
2027 820,718 
2028 (395,388) 

Actuarial Assumptions 

A summary of the actuarial methods and assumptions used in determining the total pension 
liability as of December 31, 2023, are as follows: 

Valuation Date 

Actuarial Cost Method 

Investment Rate of Return 

Expected Remaining 
Service lives 

Projected Salary Increases 

Cost of Living Adjustments 

Mortality 

December 31, 2023 

Enny Age Normal 

6.40% (Net of investment expense including inflation) 

4 years 

4.75% (2.45% Merit/2.30% Inflation) 

The present value of future retirement benefits is 
based on benefits currently being paid by the System 
aod includes previously graoted cost ofliving 
increases. The present values do not include 
provisions for potential future increase not yet 
authorized by the Board of Trustees. 

Pub-2010 Public Retirement Plans Mortality Table for 
Health Retirees multiplied by 130% for males aod 125% 
for females using MP202 l scale for annuitaot and bene­
ficiary mortality. For employees, the Pub-2010 Public 
Retirement Plaos Mortality Table for General Employees 
multiplied by 130% for males and 125% for females 
using MP2021 scale. Pub-2010 Public Retirement Plans 
Mortality Table for General Disabled Retirees multiplied 
by130% for males and 125% for females using MP2018 scale 
for disabled annuitaots. 

The mortality rate assumption used was set based upon an experience study performed on plan 
data for the period January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2022. The data was assigned credibility 
weighting and combined with a standard table to produce current levels of mortality. As a result 
of this study, mortality for employees was set equal to the Pub-2010 Public Retirement Plans 
Mortality Table for General Employees multiplied by 130% for males and 125% for females, each 
with full generational projection using the MP2021 scale. In addition, mortality for annuitants and 
beneficiaries was set equal to the Pub-2010 Public Retirement Plans Mortality Table for Healthy 
Retirees multiplied by 130% for males and 125% for females each with full generational 
projection using the MP 2021 scale. For Disabled annuitants mortality was set equal to the Pub-
2010 Public Retirement Plans Mortality Table for General Disabled Retirees multiplied by 130% 
for males and 125% for females, each with full generational projection using the MP2021 scale. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

Actuarial Assumptions (continued) 

The investment rate of return was 6.40% for Plan A at December 31, 2023. The long-term 
expected rate of return on pension plan investments was determined using a triangulation method 
which integrated the Capital Asset Pricing Model, (CAPM) (top-down), a treasury yield curve 
approach (bottom-up) and an equity building-block model (bottom-up). Risk return and 
correlations are projected on a forward looking basis in equilibrium, in which best-estimates of 
expected future real rates of return ( expected returns, net of pension plan investment expense and 
inflation) are developed for each major asset class. These rates are combined to produce the 
long-term expected rate of return by weighting the expected future real rates of return by the target 
asset allocation percentage and by adding expected inflation of 2.40% and an adjustment for the 
effect of rebalancing/diversification. The resulting expected long-term rate of return is 7.50% for 
the year ended December 31, 2023. 

Best estimates of arithmetic real rates of return for each major asset class included in the System's 
target asset allocation as of December 31, 2023 are summarized in the following table: 

Asset Class 
Fixed Income 
Equity 
Alternatives 
Real Assets 

Inflation 

Totals 

Target Asset 
Allocation 

33% 
51% 
14% 
2% 

100% 

Expected Arithmetic Nominal Return 

Discount Rate 

Long-Term Expected 
Portfolio Real Rate of Return 

1.12% 
3.20% 
0.67% 
0.11% 
5.10% 

2.40% 
7.50% 

The discount rate used to measure the total pension liability was 6.40%. The projection of cash 
flows used to determine the discount rate assumed that contributions from plan members will be 
made at the current contribution rates and that contributions from participating employers and 
non-employer contributing entities will be made at the actuarially determined contribution rates, 
which are calculated in accordance with relevant statutes and approved by the Board of Trustees 
and the Public Retirement Systems' Actuarial Committee. Based on those assumptions, the 
System's fiduciary net position was projected to be available to make all projected future benefit 
payments of current plan members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate of return on pension 
plan investments was applied to all periods of projected benefit payments to determine the total 
pension liability. 
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NOTE 15 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

Sensitivitv of the Net Pension Liabilitv (Asset) to Changes in the Discount Rate 

The following presents the net pension liability (asset) of the participating employers calculated 
using the discount rate of 6.40%, as well as what the employers' net pension liability (asset) would 
be if it were calculated using a discount rate that is one percentage point lower 5 .40% or one 
percentage point higher 7 .40% than the current rate: 

1% Decrease 

/5.40%) 

Council's Proportionate Share of 

Net Pension Liabili1y (Asset) $4,306,584 

Payables to the Pension Plan 

Current 
Discount Rate 

/6.40%) 

$603,571 

1% Increase 
/7.40%) 

($2,504,742) 

The Council recorded no accrued liabilities payable to the System for the year ended December 
31, 2024. 

The Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana issued a stand-alone audit report on its 
financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2023. Access to the audit report can be 
found on the System's website: www.persla.org or on the Office of Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's official website: ,vww.Ha.state.la.us. 

NOTE 16 -OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

General Information about the OPEB Plan 

Plan description - The St. Mary Parish Council (the Council) provides certain continuing health care and 
life insurance benefits for its retired employees. The St. Mary Parish's OPEB Plan (the OPEB Plan) is a 
single-employer defined benefit OPEB plan administered by the Council. The authority to establish and/or 
amend the obligation of the employer, employees and retirees rests with the Council. No assets are 
accumulated in a trust that meets the criteria in Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB). 

Bene.fits Provided - Medical benefits are provided through a comprehensive medical plan and are made 
available to employees upon actual retirement. Most employees are covered by the Parochial 
Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana, whose retirement eligibility (D.R.O.P. entry) provisions 
are as follows: 30 years of service at any age; age 55 and 25 years of service; age 60 and 10 years of 
service; or, age 65 and 7 years of service. For employees hired on and after January 1, 2007, 
retirement eligibility (D.R.O.P. entry) provisions are as follows: age 55 and 30 years of service; age 
62 and IO years of service; or, age 67 and 7 years of service. For the few employees not covered by that 
system, the same retirement eligibility has been assumed. 
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NOTE 16 -OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS ( continued) 

Employees covered by benefit terms - At December 31, 2024, the following employees were covered by 
the benefit terms: 

Inactive employees or beneficiaries currently receiving benefit payments 
Inactive employees entitled to but not yet receiving benefit payments 
Active employees 

Total OPEB Liability 

88 

103 

191 

The Parish's total OPEB liability of $9,657,448 was measured as of December 31, 2024 and was 
determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date. 

Actuarial Assumptions and other inputs - The total OPEB liability in the December 31, 2024 actuarial 
valuation was determined using the following actuarial assumptions and other inputs, applied to all periods 
included in the measurement, unless otherwise specified: 

Inflation 
Salary increases 
Discount rate 

Healthcare cost trend rates 

2.5% 
4.75%, including inflation 
3 .26% annually (Beginning of Year to Determine ADC) 
4.08%, annually (As of End of Year Measurement Date) 
Getzen model, with initial trend of 5.5% 

The discount rate was based on the average of the Bond Buyers' 20 Year General Obligation municipal 
bond index as of December 31, 2024, the end of the applicable measurement period. 

Mortality rates were based on the Pub-2010 Headcount Weighted, increased 30% for males and 25% 
for females, each with full generational projection using the MP-2021 scale. 

The actuarial assumptions used in the December 31, 2024 valuation were based on the results of ongoing 
evaluations of the assumptions from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2024. 

Changes in the Total OPEB Liability 

Balance at December 31, 2023 

Changes for the year: 
Service cost 
Interest 
Differences between expected and actual experience 

Changes in assumptions 

Benefit payments and net transfers 

Net changes 

Balance at December 31, 2024 

62 

$11,093,008 

357,676 
363,762 
279,586 

(1,847,205) 
(589,379) 

(1,435,560) 

$ 9,657,448 



NOTE 16 -OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS ( continued) 

Changes of Assumptions. The discount rate as of December 31, 2023 was 3.26% and it changed to 4.08% 
as of December 31, 2024. 

Sensitivity of the total OPEB liability to changes in the discount rate - The following presents the total 
OPEB liabili1y of the Parish, as well as what the Parish's total OPEB liabili1y would be if it were calculated 
using a discount rate that is I-percentage-point lower (3.08%) or ]-percentage-point higher (5.08%) than 
the current discount rate: 

1.0% Decrease 
(3.08%) 

Total OPEB liabili1y $ 10,872,124 

Current Discount 
Rate (4.08%) 

$ 9,657,448 

1.0% Increase 
(5.08%) 

$ 8,649,662 

Sensitivity of the total OPEB liability to changes in the healthcare cost trend rates - The following presents 
the total OPEB liabili1y of the Parish, as well as what the Parish's total OPEB liabili1y would be ifit were 
calculated using healthcare cost trend rates that are ]-percentage-point lower (4.5%) or I-percentage-point 
higher ( 6.5%) than the current healthcare trend rates: 

1.0% Decrease 
(4.5%) 

Total OPEB liabili1y $ 8,550,490 

Current Treud 
(5.5%) 

$ 9,657,448 

1.0% Increase 
(6.5%) 

$ 11,020,901 

OPEB Expense and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of Resources Related to 
OPEB 

For the year ended December 31, 2024, the Parish recognized OPEB expense of $(2,028,808). At 
December 3 I, 2024, the Parish reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources 
related to OPEB from the following sources: 

Differences between expected and actual experience 
Changes in assumptions 
Total 

Deferred Outflows Deferred Inflows 
of Resources 

$1,324,904 
2,078,742 

$3.403.646 

of Resources 
$ (35,567) 

(6,836,814) 
$ (6,872.381) 

Amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to OPEB 
will be recognized in OPEB expense as follows: 

Years ending December 31: 
2025 
2026 
2027 
2028 
2029 

Thereafter 

$(2,097,894) 
(1,684,677) 

96,060 
363,307 

(145,531) 
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NOTE17-COMMITMENTS 

In late 2016, the Council renewed an agreement with the Belle of Orleans, LLC (Belle), a 
riverboat casino approved by parish voters to be berthed in and operate in Amelia, Louisiana, as 
the Amelia Belle. In lieu of the Council imposing an admission fee upon the Belle's patrons, the 
Belle has agreed to pay fees to the Council based upon a percentage of its net gaming proceeds for 
a period often years. Presently, the fee is $1,400,000 annually. 

In 2011, the Council was awarded a federal grant for approximately $19,500,000 to be funded and 
expended over ten years for various infrastructure and housing redevelopment and rehabilitation 
projects throughout the parish. The total amount spent on the projects through 2024 is 
approximately $19,443,000. The Council will continue to conduct these projects in future years. 

In 2019, the Council issued $11,500,000 of GOMESA Revenue Bonds. The proceeds of the bond 
will be used for coastal restoration and other activities and endeavors permitted under the 
provisions of GOMESA. Through 2024 the Council has entered into approximately $11.3 million 
in contracts for work related to fourteen projects. Approximately $10.5 million was spent on these 
projects through 2024. 
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NOTE 18 - SOLID WASTE LANDFILL CLOSURE AND POST CLOSURE CARE 
COSTS 

The Council provides for the collection and disposal of garbage through the operation of the 
Reduction and Transfer Fund, an enterprise fund. As part of this operation, a landfill composed of 
five areas is maintained. The operation of the landfill is subject to certain federal and state 
regulations. In 1989, the Council ceased operating and closed approximately 40 acres of the 
landfill which composed areas one and two. 

Area 4 was permitted in 2002 and began operations in 2008, it includes approximately 65 acres 
and is the main portion of the Parish landfill currently in operation. Area 3A which totals 
approximately 7 acres is restricted to receiving construction waste and debris and has been used 
primarily for debris from storms. Area 3 covers approximately 40 acres, in 2008 it reached 
capacity and was capped on an interim basis, it is now available for additional use. 

Since the Council accepted solid wastes at the landfill site after October 1993, the Council will be 
responsible for meeting state and federal requirements on the portions of the landfill which operate 
after that time. Those requirements mandate not only rigid landfill closure requirements but also 
monitoring, remediation and contaimnent requirements for thirty years after closure. For 2024 
management, with the assistance of consulting engineers, has updated costs for closure of the 
landfill to be approximately $18,000,000. In 2024 the costs for postclosure care, monitoring, and 
contaimnent have been updated to be approximately $4,363,000 (over thirty years). These 
updated costs for the current year are based upon inflationary factors. 

GASB statement No. 18, which specifies the accounting method to be utilized by governments 
that operate landfills, became applicable to the Council's operations effective January 1, 1994. 
GASB No. 18 requires that landfills estimate the total cost of closure and post closure care. 
Further that the landfill recognize a portion of these estimated closure and postclosure costs over 
the operating life of the landfill. These closure and postclosure costs should be recognized as a 
liability and charged as an expense of operations of the landfill each year based upon the amount 
oflandfill space utilized in that year as compared to the total available landfill space. 

GASB No. 18 also requires that current costs be adjusted when changes in closure or post closure 
care plans or landfill operating conditions increase or decrease the estimated costs. In addition 
changes in estimated cost should also account for inflationary factors. The current year estimates 
are based upon the inflationary changes and resulted an estimated increase in landfill closure costs 
of approximately $398,000 and in landfill post closure care costs of approximately $96,000 for a 
total increase of approximately $494,000 in ultimate landfill closure and post closure care costs 
over the life of the landfill. The Council recognized $494,000 in landfill closure costs during the 
current year based upon the amount oflandfill space used. 
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NOTE 18- SOLID WASTE LANDFILL CLOSURE AND POST CLOSURE CARE 
COSTS (continued) 

As of December 31, 2024, the Council has recognized $11,784,000 as the total estimated closure 
and postclosure care costs based upon the actual utilization through yearend compared to 
estimated total available usable landfill space as follows: Area 3 - 77%, Area 3A - 21 %, and Area 
4 - 40%. This leaves approximately $10,884,000 of estimated closure and postclosure care costs 
remaining to be recognized in future years. It is estimated that the landfill will reach its capacity 
in approximately 30 years at the current rate of use. 

Estimated costs for closure and post closure are based on estimated costs at the current time and 
under the current regulations. Future changes in inflation, technology, or regulating requirements 
could cause these estimated costs to increase or decrease. 

The Council meets the federal and state financial assurance requirements for operations of 
landfills, under the fmancial test or "self-insurance" method. The Council has set aside 
approximately $5,600,000 in restricted assets for closure or post closure care costs, which is 
reported with restricted assets on the balance sheet of the Reduction and Transfer Fund. 

NOTE19-RELATEDPARTY 

The Council received payment from the St. Mary Parish Sales Tax Department of approximately 
$28,000 for office rental payments in 2024. 

The Council made the following payments from the Wards 5 & 8 Sales Tax Fund during the year: 

St. Mary Parish Recreation District No. 3 
St. Mary Parish Recreation District No. 4 
Wax Lake East Drainage District 

$116,000 
5,085 
2,792 

The Council made a $10,000 payment to St. Mary Parish Recreation No. 7 and a $25,000 payment 
to St. Mary Parish Recreation No. 5, from the Wards 1,2,3,4,7 & 10 Sales Tax Fund during the 
year. 

The Council made grant payments of $250,000 to the Atchafalaya Golf Course during the year. 

See Note 9 for the amounts payable to and receivable from Components at December 31, 2024. 
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NOTE 20 - RISK MANAGEMENT AND CONTINGENCIES 

The Council is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft or damage to assets, errors 
and omissions, injuries to employees and natural disasters. The Council has purchased 
commercial insurance to protect against loss from most of these perils. In addition, the Council 
provides certain medical and health care to parish prisoners. The Council has entered into a 
"Health Services Agreement" with a Commercial Health Care provider to provide certain medical 
care to prisoners on an ongoing basis for a monthly fee ( a portion of which is reimbursed to the 
Council by the Sheriff). However the Council is still responsible for the hospitalization and 
certain other serious medical problems of the prisoners. During 2024 the Council paid $810,000 
and was reimbursed $300,000 by the Sheriff under this agreement. In 2024, the Council paid an 
additional $102,000 for hospitalization or other serious medical care. 

There are no significant reductions in insurance coverages from prior years in the Council's 
msurance. 

Settlements in the prior three years have not exceeded insurance coverages. 

The Council participates in a number of federally assisted programs. These programs are audited 
in accordance with the Single Audit Act of 1996. Audits of prior years have not resulted in any 
significant disallowed costs; however, grantor agencies may provide for further examinations. 

The Council is subject to several lawsuits. The Council intends to vigorously defend itself against 
these claims. Management and its legal counsel cannot yet predict the outcome of these matters. 
However management believes the Council's ultimate liability, if any, after insurance company 
and third party reimbursements would be immaterial. Accordingly, no liability is recorded in 
these financial statements for these claims. 
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REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

68 



°' '° 

Council's Proportion of the net pension 
liability (asset) 

Amount of council's Propmtionnte share orthe net 
pension liability(asset) 

Council's covered-employee payroll 

Council's propot1ionnle share of the net 
pension liab!lity (asset) as a percentage 
ofils covered-employee payroll 

Plan fiduciary net position ns n 
percentage of the total pension liability 

ST, MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE OF THE COUNCIL'S PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THE NET l'l(NSION LIABILITY (ASSltT) 
Parochial Employees Uetlrement Syslem or I.011islann (Plm1 A) 

as of December 31, 2023 (The Plan Measureme11t Date) 

December31 2023 Deccmbcr31 2022 DecembeJ'Jl 2021 DecemberJI 2020 Dccember31 2019 Dcccmber3! 2018 Dccembedl 2017 DecemberJI 2016 DecemberJI 2015 QecemherJI 2014 

0.633522% 0,769936% 0.832247% 0.877335% 0.092632% 0.940278% 0.918222% 0.99130% 1.10693% 1.1396% 

$ 603,571 $ 2,963,321 ' (3,824,591) $ (1,479,436) $ 43,606 ' 4,173,289 ' (681,547) $ 2,041;589 $ 2,913,768 $ 301,282 

4,217,657 4,704,844 5,416,484 5,144,082 5,434,112 5,724,217 5,586,519 6,080,187 6,346,977 6,035,133 

14.31% 62.98% -70.61% -28.76% 0.80% ?2.91% -12.20% 33.58% 45,91% 4.99% 

98,03% 91.74% 110.46% 96.16% 99.89% 88.86% 101.98% 94.15% 92.23% 99,15% 

Unaudited 



-.J 
0 

Contractually required contribution 

Contributions in relation to the 
contractualy required contribution 

Conhibution defioiency (excess) 

Covered employee payroll 

Contribution ns a percentage of 
covered employee payroll 

Notes to Schedule: 

Changes ln Benefit Tenns 
There were no changes ofbenefit tenns. 

Changes in Assumptions 

Fiscal Year 
ended Investment Rate 

December31r _ DiscountRate ofRetum 

2015 7.25% 7.25% 
2016 7,00% 7.00% 
2017 7.00% 7.00% 
20!8 6.75% 6.75% 
2019 6.50% 6.50% 
2020 6.50% 6,50% 
2021 6.40% 6.40% 
2022 6.40% 6.40% 
2023 6.40% 6.40% 
2024 6.40% 6.40% 

ST, MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE 01? COUNCIL'S CONTRIBUTIONS 
Parochial Employees Retlreme11t System orLoulsi~nit (i•fan) A 

For !he Year llnded December 31, 2024 

Decembcr31 2024 December31 2023 December31 2022 Pecemhcr31 2021 December3) 2020 December31 2019 December31 2018 December31 2017 Qecember31 2016 DecemberJI 20\5 
$ 487,6!2 $ 539,085 $ 602,414 $ 663,522 $ 630,150 $ 624,921 $ 658,284 $ 698,309 $ 767,238 $ 919,881 

--~<'~"~·'~'~2) (539,085) (602,414) (663,522) --~''-'~0,_15_0) (624,921) (658,284) (698,309) (767,238) ~ 

! ! 1 1 $ ~ 1 

3,8!7,755 4,217,657 4,704,844 5,416,484 5,144,082 5,434,112 5,724,217 5,586,519 6,080,187 6,343,977 

12.77% 12.78% 12.80% 12.25% 12.25% 11,50% 11.50% 12.50% 12.62% 14.50% 

Projected Salary 
Inflation Rate Increase 

3.00% 5.75% 
2.50% 5.25% 
2,50% 5.25% 
2.50% 5.25% 
2.40% 4.75% 
2.40% 4.75% 
2.30% 4.75% 
2.30% 4.75% 
2.30% 4.75% 
2.30% 4.75% 

Unaudited 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN THE COUNCIL'S NET OPEB LIABILITY AND RELATED RATIOS 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Year Ended December 31, 
Total OPEB Liability 

Sen-ice cost 
In-
Changes ofbenefitterms 
Differences between expected and actual experience 
Changes of assumptions 
Benefit pa:i,ments 
Net change in total OPEB liability 

Total OPEB liability- begiiming 

TotaIOPEBiiabllity- ending 

Covered-employee payroll 

Net OPEB liability as a percentage of 
·covered-employee pa:i,roll 

Notes to Schedule: 

$ 

$ 

$ 

No asselS are =um,lmed in a trust tl,at meets the cl"iUJria of GASS No. 75. pa.ragraph 4. 

2024 
357,676 
363,762 

279,586 
(1,847,205) 

(589,379) 
(1,435,560) 

11,093,008 

9,657,448 

3,577,622 

269.94% 

2023 2Q'l? 
$ 408,525 $ 476,137 

384,541 443,084 

1,474,257 
623,282 (13,012,471) 

{499,293) {473,264) 
917,055 (11,092,257) 

10,175,953 21,268,210 

' ll,093,008 $ 10,175,953 

$ 4,431,000 ' 4,230,072 

250.35% 240.56% 

8,mef,t Changes. Thee were nod,angesofbell(efi/ tennsfor theywrended.Decemher 31, 1024. 2023. 2022. 2021. 2020. 2019 and 2018. 

Oumges of Assr1111p1ions. The discount rate ,;is of J 2/31 wru.-
2024 4.08% 
202.3 3.26% 
2022 3.72% 
2021 2.06% 
2020 2.12% 
2019 2.94% 
2018 4.10% 

This schedule is inknded to show information for 10 yeai,s, Additional yeais will be 
displayed as they become available. 

Unaudited 
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2021 

' 639,600 
409,315 

1,030,559 
196,511 

(630,202) 
1,645,783 

19,622,427 

$ 21,268,210 

$ 5,682,299 

37429% 

2020 2019 2018 
$ 543,106 $ 484.289 $ 544,183 

603,786 672,022 604,744 

(5,000,888) 924,737 (85,358) 
1,739,124 4,163,671 (1,661,026) 
{597,347) {601,724) (581 33?) 

(2,712,.219) 5,642,,995 (1,178,789) 

22,334,646 16,691,651 17,870,440 

$ 19,6'1?,427 $ 22,334,646 $ 16,691,651 

$ 5,463,749 $ 5,552,373 $ 5,338,820 

359.14% 40225% 312.65% 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION NON-MAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
COMBINING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NON-MAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

By Governmental Fund Type 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are 
earmarked for expenditures for specified purposes. 

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

Debt Service Funds are used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and the payment of 
long-term debt principal, interest and related costs. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Balance Sheet 
Nonmajor Governmental Funds - By Fund Type 

December 31, 2024 

Total 
Special Debt Nonmajor 

Revenue Service Governmental 
Funds Funds Funds 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 56,005 $ 1,686,494 $ 1,742,499 
Investments 112,689 18,846 131,535 
Receivables (net of allowances 

for uncollectibles) 40,899 40,899 
Due from other governments 358,888 620,733 979,621 
Advance to other funds 2,522,337 1,372,117 3,894,454 

Total assets $ 3,090,818 $ 3,698,190 $ 6,789,008 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS, AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable $ 365,258 $ - $ 365,258 
Accrued liabilities 279 279 
Advance from other funds 44,328 165,478 209,806 

Total liabilities 409,865 165,478 575,343 

Deferred inflows of resources related to debt 

Total liabilities and deferred inflows 409,865 165,478 575,343 

Fund equity 
Fund balances 

Restricted for 
Use in specific geographic areas 2,309,255 2,309,255 
Debt services 2,147,723 2,147,723 

Assigned for 
General Government 162,906 162,906 
Public safety 3,820 3,820 
Culture & recreation 174,459 174,459 
Health & welfare 11,951 11,951 
Debt services 858,864 858,864 

Other assigned 18,562 526,125 544,687 

Total fund equity 2,680,953 3,532,712 6,213,665 

Total liabilities, deferred inflows, and 
fund equity $ 3,090,818 $ 3,698,190 $ 6,789,008 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Nomnajor Govermnental Funds - By Fund Type 

For the Year Ending December 31, 2024 

Total 
Special Debt Nonmajor 

Revenue Service Govermnental 
Funds Funds Funds 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 2,185,372 $ 2,468,848 $ 4,654,220 
Ad Valorem 256,894 256,894 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal 561,542 561,542 
State 208,725 208,725 
Local 303,303 303,303 

Riverboat fees 1,400,000 1,400,000 
Licenses & Permits 34,927 34,927 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 157,679 157,679 
Investment earnings & interest 23,737 84,879 108,616 
Other revenues 3,914 3,914 

Total revenues 4,879,199 2,810,621 7,689,820 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General govermnent 108,099 108,099 
Public safe1y 2,447,820 2,447,820 
Public works 222,588 222,588 
Culture & Recreation 140,615 140,615 
Health & Welfare 248,974 248,974 
Urban redevelopment & housing 553,323 553,323 

Capital outlay 18,210 18,210 
Debt service 

Principal 3,115,000 3,115,000 
Interest 1,121,260 1,121,260 
Fees 9,800 9,800 

Total expenditures 3,739,629 4,246,060 7,985,689 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,139,570 (1,435,439) (295,869) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 861,484 3,259,562 4,121,046 
Operating transfers out (1,345,000) (1,550,000) (2,895,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (483,516) 1,709,562 1,226,046 

Excess of revenues and other sources 
over expenditures and other uses 656,054 274,123 930,177 

Fund balance at beginning of year as restated 2 024 899 3,258,589 5 283 488 

Fund balance at end of year $ 2,680,953 $ 3,532,712 $ 6,213,665 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

COMBINING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULES 
NON-MAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

GAMING RECEIPT FUND 

The Gaming Receipt Fund is used to account for money received under an agreement with the 
Amelia Belle Riverboat Casino. 

WITNESS FEE FUND 

The Witness Fee Fund is used to account for monies received for court costs and fines related to 
cases in St. Mary Parish. Funds are used to pay witness fees related to Parish court cases. 

JUROR COMPENSATION FUND 

The Juror Compensation Fund is used to account for monies received related to Juror 
compensation fees and paid for jury costs for cases in St. Mary Parish. 

WARDS5&8SALESTAXFUND 

The Wards 5 and 8 Sales Tax Fund accounts for the proceeds of the three-tenths of one percent 
sales and use tax levied within Wards 5 and 8 to acquire and maintain lights, public works, fire 
protection, recreational, and health facilities. 

WARDS 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, & 10 SALES TAX FUND 

The Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, and 10 Sales Tax Fund accounts for the proceeds of the three-tenths of one 
percent sales and use tax levied within these wards to acquire and maintain lights, public works, 
fire protection, recreational, and health facilities. 

JAIL OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE FUND 

The Jail Operating fund is used to account for the proceeds of the one-half of one percent sales and 
use tax levied in St. Mary Parish to be used solely for the purposes of paying the cost of operating 
and maintaining jail facilities and minimum security facilities of the Parish. 

16th JDC - ST. MARY PARISH DRUG COURT FUND 

The 16th JDC - St. Mary Parish Drug Court fund accounts for the operation of the adult and 
juvenile outpatient drug court program funded by federal and state grants from the Louisiana 
Supreme Court. 
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JOB READINESS PROGRAM FUND 

The Job Readiness Program Fund is used to account for Federal and State funds received for the 
purpose of providing work readiness training and job development/placement for drug court 
clients and inmates in the Sixteenth Judicial District. 

BOAT LANDING PERMITS FUND 

The Boat Landing Permits Fund accounts for funds received from the sale of permits and launch 
fees to users of the various boat landings located throughout St. Mary Parish. 

HOUSING PROGRAM 

The Housing Program administers the Section 8 Housing Program which covers all of St. Mary 
Parish, excluding Morgan City. 

DWI COURT 

The DWI Court Fund is used to increase public safety by ensuring DWI offenders are held 
accountable for their behavior. 

DWI COURT - PATIENT FEE FUND 

The DWI Court Patient Fee Fund is used to account for fees received and other expenses related to 
participants in the DWI Court Program. 

OJP ENHANCEMENT GRANT 

The purpose of the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) FY18 Adult Drug Court Discretionary 
Grant Program is to provide financial and technical assistance to implement and enhance drug 
courts and veterans treatment courts. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Balance Sheet 
Nonmajor Special Revenue Funds 

December 31, 2024 

Wards Wards Jail 16th JDC-
Gaming Witness Juror 5&8 1,2,3,4,7 &10 Operating St. Mary Job Readiness 
Receipt Fee Compensation Sales Tax Sales Tax & Maint. Parish Program 
Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Drug Court Fund 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents $ $ - $ - $ $ $ $ $ 4,506 
Investments 134 3,437 103,313 $ 5,556 
Accounts receivable 36,864 $ 450 
Due from other govemments 70,286 89,460 189,105 10,037 
Advance to other funds 82,285 87,387 75,519 1,268,356 796,038 55,734 

Total assets $ 82,419 $ 87,387 $ 75,519 $1,342,079 $ 988,811 $ 231,525 $ 66,221 $ 4,506 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS, AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable $ $ $ $ 9,115 $ 12,241 $ 314,138 $ 26,740 $ ___, 
Accrued liabilities 279 00 
Advance from other funds 44,328 

Total liabilities 9,115 __ 12,520 358,466 26,740 

Deferred inflows of resources 
Total liabilities and deferred inflows 9,115 12,520 ____l5 8,466 26,740 

Fund equity (deficit) 
Fund balances (deficits) 

Restricted for use in specific 
geographic areas 1,332,964 976,291 

Assigned for 
General government 87,387 75,519 
Public safety 
Culture & Recreation 
Health & Welfare 4,506 

Other assigned 82,419 (126,941) 39,481 

Total fond equity ( deficit) 82,419 87,387 75,519 1,332,964 976,291 (126,941) 39,481 __ 4,506 
Total liabilities, deferred inflows, and 

fund equity $ 82,419 $ 87,387 $ 75,519 $ 1,342,079 $ 988,811 $ 231,525 $ 66,221 ~506 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Balance Sheet 
Nonmajor Special Revenue Funds 

December 31, 2024 

Boat Total 
Landing DWI Court- OJP Nonmajor 
Permit Housing DWI Patient Enhancement Special Revenue 
Fund Program Court Fee Grant Funds 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 20,087 $ 20,I47 $ 3,820 $ 7,445 $ - $ 56,005 
Investments 249 112,689 
Accounts receivable 3,585 40,899 
Due from other governments 358,888 
Advance to other funds 157,018 2,522,337 

Total assets $ 177,354 $ 23,732 $ 3,820 $ 7,445 $ - $ 3,090,818 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS, AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable $ 2,895 $ 129 $ - $ - $ $ 365,258 _, 
Accrued liabilities 279 "' Advance from other funds 44,328 

Total liabilities 2,895 129 409,865 

Deferred inflows of resources 
Total liabilities and deferred inflows 2,895 129 409,865 

Fund equity (deficit) 
Fund balances (deficits) 

Restricted for use in specific 
geographic areas 2,309,255 

Assigned for 
General government 162,906 
Public safety 3,820 3,820 
Culture & Recreation 174,459 174,459 
Health & Welfare 7,445 11,951 

Other assigned 23,603 18,562 

Total fund equity (deficit) 174,459 23,603 3,820 7,445 2,680,953 
Total liabilities, deferred inflows, and 

fund equity $ 177,354 $ 23,732 $ 3,820 $ 7,445 $ - $ 3,090,818 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Nonmajor Special Revenue runds 

For the Year Ending December 31, 2024 

Wards Wards Jail 16th JDC-
Gaming Witness Juror 5&8 1,2,3,4,7 &10 Operating St. Mary Job Readiness 
Receipt Fee Compensation Sales Tax Sales Tax & Maint. Parish Program 
Fund Fund Fund E!Jnd Fund Fund Drug Court Fund 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ $ - $ - $ 510,375 $ 512,250 $ 1,162,747 $ $ 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal 15,748 
State 208,725 
Local 303,303 

Riverboat fees 1,400,000 
Licenses & Permits 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 44,510 43,082 2,299 9,760 
Investment earnings & interest 818 8,574 10,333 3,567 
Other revenues 500 200 

Total revenues 1,401,318 44,510 43,082 518,949 522,783 ~916 234,233 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 633 68,036 39,430 
Public safety 95,000 10,000 50,523 2,292,297 
Public works 108,026 114,562 
Culture & Recreation 17,183 119,289 

00 Health & Welfare 25,097 221,961 0 
Urban redevelopment & Housing 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 95,633 68,036 39,430 135,209 309,471 2,292,297 ____B_l__,_961 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,305,685 (23,526) 3,652 383,740 213,312 (820,381) 12,272 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating transfers in 1,598 845,000 
Operating transfers out (1,295,000) (25,000) (25,000) 

Tota! other financing sources (uses) (1,295,000) 1,598 (25,000) __J,25,000) ~000 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses 10,685 (21,928) 3,652 358,740 188,312 24,619 12,272 

Fund balance (deficits) at beginning of year 71,734 109,315 71,867 974,224 787,979 (151,560) 27,209 __ 4_,506 

Fund balance (deficits) at end of year $ 82,419 $ 87,387 $ 75,519 $ 1,332,964 $ 976 291 $ (126,941) $ 
-

39,481 L__i,506 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



ST, MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Nonmajor Special Revenue Funds 

For the Year Ending December 31, 2024 

Boat Total 
Landing DWI Court~ OJP Nonmajor 
Pennit Housing DWI Patient Fee Enhancement Special Revenue 
Fund Program Court Fund Grant Funds 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ - $ $ $ - $ - $ 2,185,372 

Intergovernmental revenues 
Federal 545,794 561,542 
State 208,725 
Local 303,303 

Riverboat fees 1,400,000 
Licenses & Permits 34,927 34,927 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 58,028 157,679 
Investment earnings & interest 242 203 23,737 
Other revenues 3,214 3,914 

Total revenues 93,197 549,211 4,879,199 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 108,099 
Public safety 2,447,820 
Public works 222,588 
Culture & Recreation 4,143 140,615 

00 Health & Welfare 1,916 248,974 - Urban redevelopment & Housing 553,323 553,323 
Capital outlay 18,210 18,210 

Total expenditures 22,353 553,323 1,916 3,739,629 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 70,844 (4,112) (1,916) 1,139,570 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating transfers in 14,886 861,484 
Operating transfers out (1,345,000) 

Tota! other financing sources (uses) 14,886 (483,516) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses 70,844 (4,112) 12,970 656,054 

Fund balance (deficits) at beginning of year 103,615 27,715 3,820 7,445 (12,970) 2,024,899 

Fund balance (deficits) at end ofyear $ 174,459 $ 23,603 $ 3,820 $ 7,445 $ $ 2,680,953 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Gaming Receipt Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original Final 
Budget Budget 

REVENUES 

Riverboat fees $ 1,400,000 $ 1,400,000 
Investment earnings & interest 300 300 
Other revenues 

Total revenues 1,400,300 1,400,300 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General govermnent 1,710 1,710 
Public safety 95,000 95,000 

Total expenditures 96,710 96,710 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,303,590 1,303,590 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers out 

General Fund (450,000) (450,000) 
Jail Operating & Maintenance Fund (845,000) (845,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (1,295,000) (1,295,000) 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses 8,590 8,590 

Fund balance at beginning of year 20,000 20,000 

Fund balance at end of year $ 28,590 $ 28,590 

Actual 

$ 1,400,000 
818 
500 

1,401,318 

633 
95,000 
95,633 

1,305,685 

(450,000) 
(845,000) 

(1,295,000) 

10,685 

71,734 

$ 82,419 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 
518 
500 

1,018 

1,077 

1,077 

2,095 

2,095 

51,734 

$ 53,829 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Witness Fee Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original Final 
Budget Budget 

REVENUES 
Fees, Charges, & Commission $ 50,000 $ 40,000 

Total revenues 50,000 40,000 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 

Witness Fees 4,500 5,500 
Payment to 16th JDC Crirnnal Court Fund 50,000 63,786 

Total expenditures 54,500 69,286 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 

over (under) expenditures (4,500) (29,286) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers in 
General Fund 1,598 

Total other financing sources (uses) 1,598 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
sources over (under) expenditures (4,500) (27,688) 
and other uses 

Fund balance at beginning of year 85,000 85,000 

Fund balance at end of year $ 80,500 $ 57,312 

Actual 

$ 44,510 

44,510 

4,250 
63,786 

68,036 

(23,526) 

1,598 

1,598 

(21,928) 

109,315 

$ 87,387 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 4,510 

4,510 

1,250 

1,250 

5,760 

5,760 

24,315 

$ 30,075 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Juror Compensation Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original Final 
Budget Budget 

REVENUES 
Fees, Charges, & Commission $ 50,000 $ 40,000 

Total revenues 50,000 40,000 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General govermnent 40,000 40,000 

Total expenditures 40,000 40,000 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 10,000 

Fund balance at beginning of year 45,000 45,000 

Fund balance at end of year $ 55,000 $ 45,000 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
Actual (Negative) 

$ 43,082 $ 3,082 
43,082 3,082 

39,430 570 
39,430 570 

3,652 3,652 

71,867 26,867 

$ 75,519 $ 30,519 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Wards 5 & 8 Sales Tax Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual (Negative) 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 300,000 $ 300,000 $ 510,375 $ 210,375 

Investment earnings & interest 1,700 1,700 8,574 6,874 

Total revenues 301,700 301,700 518,949 217,249 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
General government 3,300 3,300 3,300 
Public safety 

Fire fighting 10,000 10,000 10,000 
Public works 

Street lighting 90,000 90,000 91,138 (1,138) 

Wax Lake East Drainage District 12,000 12,000 2,792 9,208 

Bayou Vista Area Sidewalks 43,000 43,000 14,096 28,904 
Culture & Recreation 

Town of Berwick 3,000 3,000 3,000 
Recreation District #3 65,000 65,000 11,600 53,400 
Recreation District #4 50,000 50,000 5,083 44,917 
Other 126,000 126,000 500 125,500 

Total expenditures 402,300 402,300 135,209 267,091 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures (100,600) (100,600) 383,740 484,340 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfer out 

Road Construction & Maintenance (25,000) (25,000) (25,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (25,000) (25,000) (25,000) 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (125,600) (125,600) 358,740 484,340 

Fuud balance at begiuning of year 870,221 870,221 974,224 104,003 

Fund balance at end of year $ 744,621 $ 744,621 $ 1,332,964 $ 588,343 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Wards I, 2, 3, 4, 7, & 10 Sales Tax Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual (Negative} 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 440,000 $ 440,000 $ 512,250 $ 72,250 

Investment earuings & interest 1,700 1,700 10,333 8,633 
Other revenues 200 200 

Total revenues 441,700 441,700 522,783 81,083 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Public safety 

Baldwin Police Dept. 
Fire fighting 50,523 50,523 50,523 

Public works 
Sidewalks & crosswalks 240,000 240,000 240,000 
Street lighting 122,000 122,000 114,562 7,438 

Culture & Recreation 
Elizabeth B. Davis Park 44,996 44,996 21,889 23,107 
Hebert-Washington Park 92,738 42,738 36,742 5,996 
City of Franklin 3,334 3,334 3,333 1 

St. Joseph Recreation Area 1,600 1,600 1,893 (293) 

Recreation District #5 25,000 (25,000) 

Recreation District #7 30,000 30,000 10,000 20,000 

Sorrell Park 24,000 6,900 871 6,029 

Centerville Park 13,618 13,618 5,234 8,384 

Enrichment Programs 10,000 10,000 13,750 (3,750) 
Other 1,150 1,150 577 573 

Health & Welfare 
General Assistance 25,500 25,500 25,097 403 

Total expenditures 659,459 592,359 309,471 282,888 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures (217,759) (150,659) 213,312 363,971 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers out 

Road Construction and Maintenance Fund (25,000) (25,000) (25,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (25,000) (25,000) (25,000) 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (242,759) (175,659) 188,312 363,971 

Fund balance at beginning of year 831,895 831,895 787,979 (43,916) 

Fund balance at end of year $ 589,136 $ 656,236 $ 976,291 $ 320,055 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Jail Operating & Maiotenance Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Original Final Positive 
Budget Budget Actual (Negative) 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 1,100,000 $ 1,100,000 $1,162,747 $ 62,747 
Local 

Sheriff 300,000 300,000 303,303 3,303 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 2,000 2,000 2,299 299 
Investment earnings & interest 500 500 3,567 3,067 

Total revenues 1,402,500 1,402,500 1,471,916 69,416 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Public safety 

Administration 511,000 487,500 488,596 (1,096) 
Adult Correctional Institution 1,713,000 1,713,000 1,767,031 (54,031) 
Cost for Juvenile Prisoners 10,000 10,000 20,974 (10,974) 
Adult Correctional Institution - Morgan City Jail 15,000 15,000 15,696 (696) 

Total expenditures 2,249,000 2,225,500 2,292,297 (66,797) 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures (846,500) (823,000) (820,381) 2,619 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 

Operating transfers in 
Gaming Receipt Fund 845,000 845,000 845,000 

Total other financing sources 845,000 845,000 845,000 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses (1,500) 22,000 24,619 2,619 

Fund balance at beginning of year 2,000 2,000 (151,560) (153,560) 

Fund balance at end of year $ 500 $ 24,000 $ (126,941) $ (150,941) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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REVENUES 

Federal grant 
State grant 
Patient fees 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current 
Health and welfare 

Personal services and benefits 
Operating services 
Supplies 
Professional services 
PMT to Odyssey House 
Travel 
Total expenditures 

Excess ( deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
16th JDC - St. Mazy Parish Drug Court 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original Final 
Budget Budget 

$ 11,400 $ 11,400 
216,600 216,600 

4,000 4,000 
232,000 232,000 

58,912 58,912 
1,850 1,850 
1,300 1,300 

31,621 31,621 
135,167 135,167 

2,150 2,150 
231,000 231,000 

1,000 1,000 

Fund balance (deficit) at beginning of year 

Fund balance (deficit) at end of year $ 1,000 $ 1,000 

Actual 

$ 15,748 
208,725 

9,760 
234,233 

71,227 
6,275 

885 

142,874 
700 

221,961 

12,272 

27,209 

$ 39,481 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 4,348 
(7,875) 
5,760 
2,233 

(12,315) 
(4,425) 

415 
31,621 
(7,707) 
1,450 
9,039 

11,272 

27,209 

$ 38,481 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Job Readiness Program Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

REVENUES 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Health & Welfare 

Total expenditures 

Excess ( deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 

Fund balance at the beginning of year 

Fund balance at the end of year 

Original 
Budget 

$ -

$ -

$ 

$ 

Final 
Budget 

-

-

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
Actual (Negative) 

$ - $ 

4,506 (4,506) 

$ 4,506 $ (4,506) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

89 



REVENUES 

Licenses & permits 
Fees, Charges, & Commission 
Investment earnings & interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 
Culture & Recreation 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Boat Landing Permit Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original 
Budget 

$ 20,000 $ 
28,200 

200 
48,400 

3,000 
85,500 
88,500 

(40,100) 

90,000 

$ 49,900 $ 

Final 
Budget Actual 

36,000 $ 34,927 
63,200 58,028 

200 242 
99,400 93,197 

3,000 4,143 
36,815 18,210 
39,815 22,353 

59,585 70,844 

90,000 103,615 

149,585 $ 174,459 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ (1,073) 
(5,172) 

42 
(6,203) 

(1,143) 
18,605 
17,462 

11,259 

13,615 

$ 24,874 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
Housing Program 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

REVENUES 

Federal grants 
Investment earnings & interest 
Other revenues 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Housing assistance and administrative 
Total expenditures 

Excess ( deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

$ 

$ 

Original 
Budget 

-

$ 

$ 

Final 
Budget 

$ 

- $ 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

545,794 $ 545,794 
203 

3,214 
549,211 

553,323 
553,323 

(4,112) 

27,715 

23,603 $ 

203 
3,214 

549,211 

(553,323) 

(553,323) 

(4,112) 

27,715 

23,603 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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REVENUES 

Federal grant 

Total Revenue 

EXPENDITURES 

Health & welfare 

Total Expenditure 

Excess of(deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance (deficit) at end of year 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
DWI Court 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

$ 

Original 
Budget 

$ 

Final 
Budget 

$ 

;;.$ ___ -- ,;..$ ----- $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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3,820 

Variance 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 

3,820 

3,820 ;;.$-~3;,a,8;;;;2~0 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
DWI Court - Patient Fee Fund 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Original Final 
Budget Budget 

REVENUES 
Fees, charges, & commission $ - $ -

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Health & Welfare 1,500 1,500 

Total expenditures 1,500 1,500 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues 
over (under) expenditures (1,500) (1,500) 

Fund balance at beginning of year 7,445 7,445 

Fund balance at end of year $ 5,945 $ 5,945 

Actual 

$ -

7,445 

$ 7,445 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

$ 1,500 



REVENUES 
Other revenues 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Budgeta,y Comparison Schedule 
OJP Enhancement Grant 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023 

Original 
Budget 

Final 
Budget 

$ $ - $ ~---- -----
Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current 

Health & welfare 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over (under) expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 

General Fund 

Total other financing sources 

Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 

and other uses 

Fund balance ( deficit) at beginning of year 

Fund balance (deficit) at end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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1,916 

1,916 

(1,916) 

14,886 

14,886 

12,970 

(12,970) 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 

(1,916) 

(1,916) 

(1,916) 

(14,886) 

(14,886) 

12,970 

(12,970) 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
COMBINING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NON MAJOR - DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

SALES TAX BOND SINKING FUND 

The Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund accounts for the Council's share of a one percent sales tax 
which is to be used for the retirement the 2011 bond issue totaling $6,865,000, the 2020 bond 
issue totaling $3,960,000, the 2020A bond issue totaling $1,500,000, and the 2021 bond issue 
totaling $1,000,000. Any amounts accumulated in excess of debt service requirements can be 
used by the parish for any lawful purpose. 

SALES TAX BOND RESERVE FUND 

The Sales Tax Bond Reserve Fund is a reserve fund required by the 2011 $6,865,000 bond issue 
indenture. 

THREE-FOURTHS PERCENT SALES TAX BOND RESERVE FUND 

The Three-Fourths Percent Sales Tax Bond Reserve Fund is a reserve fund required by the 2012 
$3,890,000 bond issue, and the 2015 $2,190,000 Sales Tax Refunding Bond Issue. 

THREE-FOURTHS PERCENT SALES TAX BOND SINKING FUND 

The Three-Fourths Percent Sales Tax Bond Sinking Fund accumulates that portion of the three­
fourths percent sales tax needed for the payment of 2012 $3,890,000 bond issue, and 2015 
$2,190,000 Sewerage Sales Tax Refunding Bond Issue. 

ST. MARY PARISH LIBRARY SINKlNG FUND 

The Library General Obligation Sinking Fund accounts for the receipt of ad valorem taxes and 
payment of the 2009 $2,500,000 of general obligation bonds. 
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CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS SINKING FUND 

This fund accounts for the transfer of revenues for the repayment of the $600,000 Certificates of 
Indebtedness Series 2011, the $19,095,000 Limited Tax Revenue Bonds Series 2021, and the 
$600,000 Certificates ofindebtedness Series 2020. 

GOMESA DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUND 

The GOMESA Debt Service Reserve Fund is a reserve fund required by the $11,500,000 
Louisiana Local Gove=ent Environmental Facilities and Community Development Authority 
Revenue Bonds (St. Mary Parish GOMESA Project), Series 2019. 

GOMESA DEBT SERVICE FUND 

The GOMESA Debt Service Fund accounts for receipts and transfers of GOMESA revenues for 
the repayment of the $11,500,000 Louisiana Local Gove=ent Environmental Facilities and 
Community Development Authority Revenue Bonds (St. Mary Parish GOMESA Project), Series 
2019. 
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ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Investments 
Due from other governments 
Advance to other funds 

Total assets 

UABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
'-0 Advance from other funds --.i 

Total liabHities 

Fund equity 
Fund balances 

Restricted for debt service 
Assigned for debt service 
Other assigned 

Total fond equity 
Total liabilities and fund equity 

Sales Tax Sales Tax 
Bond Bond Reserve 

Sinking Fund Fund 

$ 317,000 $ 
17,347 239 

398,966 
110,312 127,818 

$ 843,625 $ 128,057 

$ $ 

317,500 
128,057 

526,125 
843,625 128,057 

$ 843,625 $ 128,057 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Balance Sheet 
Nonmajor Debt Service Funds 

December 31, 2024 

3/4% Sales 314% Sales 
Tax Bond Tax Bond 

Reserve Fund Sinking Fund 

$ 267,769 $ 132,500 
2 871 

460,727 497,755 
$ 728,498 $ 631,126 

$ $ 

728,498 132,500 
498,626 

728,498 631,126 
$ 728,498 $ 631,126 

St. Mary Parish 
Library 

Sinking Fund 

$ 145,067 
387 

221,767 

_$ _ 367,221 

$ 165,478 
165,478 

145,067 
56,676 

201,743 
_$_ 367,221 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

Certificates GOMESA GOMESA Total 
of Debt Service Debt Nonmajor 

Indebtedness Reserve Service Debt Service 
Sinking Fund Fund Fund funds 

$ - $ 562,145 $ 262,013 $ 1,686,494 
18,846 

620,733 
175,505 1,372,117 

$ 175,505 $ 562,145 $ 262,013 $ 3,698,190 

$ $ $ $ 165,478 
165,478 

562,145 262,013 2,147,723 
175,505 858,864 

526,125 
175,505 562,145 262,013 3,532,712 

$ 175,505 L_5_6_2, 145 $ 262,013 $ 3,698,190 



ST. MARV PARISH COUNCIL 

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Nonmajor Debt Service Funds 

For the Year Ending December 31, 2024 

Certificate GOMESA GOMESA Total 
Sales Tax Sales Tax 3/4% Sales 3/4% Sales St. Mary Parish of Debt Service Debt Nonmajor 

Bond Bond Reserve Tax Bond Tax Ilond Library Indebtedness Reserve Service Debt Service 
Sinking Fund Fund Reserve Fund Sinking Fund Sinking Fund Sinking Fund Fund Fund Funds 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Sales and use $ 2,468,848 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 2,468,848 
Ad Valorem 36,343 220,551 256,894 

Investment earnings & interest 16,429 234 1,271 818 512 1,675 26,684 37,256 84,879 
Total revenues 2,521,620 234 1,271 818 221,063 1,675 26,684 37,256 2,810,621 

EXPENDITURES 

Debt service 
Principal 620,000 670,000 150,000 990,000 685,000 3,115,000 
Interest 113,211 13,894 38,200 507,815 448,140 1,121,260 
Fees 3,575 2,600 1,975 1,650 9,800 

Total expenditures 736,786 686,494 190,175 1,499,465 1,133,140 4,246,060 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 

'D over (under) expenditures 1,784,834 234 1,271 (685,676) 30,888 (1,497,790) 26,684 (1,095,884) (1,435,439) 
00 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers in 705,000 1,502,000 1,052,562 3,259,562 
Operating transfers out (1,550,000) (1,550,000) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (1,550,000) 705,000 1,502,000 1,052,562 1,709,562 

Excess {deficiency) of revenues and other 
sources over (under) expenditures 
and other uses 234,834 234 1,271 19,324 30,888 4,210 26,684 (43,322) 274,123 

Pund balance beginning of year 608,791 127,823 727,227 611,802 170,855 171,295 535,461 305,335 3,258,589 

Pund balance at end of year $ 843,625 $ 128,057 $ 728,498 $ 631,126 $ 201,743 $ 175,505 $ 562,145 $ 262,013 $ 3,532,712 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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St. Mary Parish Council 
Compensation Paid Council Members 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Council Members at Large 
Gwendolyn Hidalgo 
Kristie Prejean, MD 
Dean Adams 

Single Members: 
James Wallace Bennet, Jr. 
James Davis 
Mark Duhon 
Patrick Hebert 
David Hill 
J. Bertrand Ina 
Craig Alonzo Mathews 
Rodney Olander 
Robert Ramsey 
Leslie Rulf 

100 

$ 10,200 
9,600 
9,600 

312 
5,088 
5,400 
5,400 
5,088 
5,400 
5,400 
5,400 

312 
5,400 

$ 72,600 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Schedule of Compensation, Benefits, and Reimbursements to 

Agency Head, Political Subdivision Head, or Chief Executive Officer 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Parish President: Sam Jones 

Purpose 
Salary 

Benefits-Insurance 

Automobile allowance 
Total 

Amount 
$ 11,308 

$ 

5,850 

13,800 

30,958 

Chief Administrative Officer: Paul Governale 

Purpose Amount 
Salary $ 80,603 
Benefits-Insurance 3,367 

Benefits-retirement 9,269 

Automobile allowance 6,400 

Total $ 99,638 

These amounts represent all compensation, benefits, and reimbursements for the year. 
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Coverage 

Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability 

Ferry-Hull and Machinery 

Ferry-Protection & Indemnity 

Equipment Floater 

Boiler & Machinery 

Property~ Burns Point Dwelling 

Airport Liability 

Package Policy 

>-' **General Liability 
0 
t0 

**Auto Liability Coverage 

**Public Entity Management Liability Coverage 

"Public Entity Employment Practices 
(Liability Protection Coverage) 

**Employee Benefit Plans Administration 
(Liability Protection Coverage) 

Property 

Property 

Property 

Property X-Wind 

Bond - Terry Foulcard 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Schedule of Insurance Policies In Force 
For the Year Ended December 31. 2024 

Amounts of Limits Policy Term 

$1.000,000,00 01/01/24 • 01/01/25 

$75,000.00 05/16/23 - 05/16/24 

$1,000,000.00 05/16/24 - 05/16/25 

$10,304,936.00 06/15/24 - 06/15/25 

$33,641,600.00 06/15/24-06/15/25 

$24,000.00 06/28/24 - 06/28/25 

$1,000,000.00 09/29/23 - 09/29/24 

12/31/23-12/31/24 
$3,000,000.00 12/31/23 -12/31/24 

$1,000,000.00 12/31/23 -12/31/24 

$3,000,000.00 12/31/23 -12/31/24 

$3,000,000.00 12/31/23-12/31/24 

$3,000,000.00 12/31 /23 - 12/31/24 

$10,160,000.00 06/15/24 - 06/15/25 

$23,082,920.00 06/15/24 - 06/15/25 

$25,350,000.00 06/15/24 - 06/15/25 

$2,322,387.00 06/15/24 - 06/15/25 

$5,000.00 12/14/23-12/14/24 

Company 

LWCC 

Continental Underwriters, Ltd. 

Lloyd's of London 

Continental Casualty Company 

Continental Casualty Company 

Louisiana Citizens 

Hallmark Insurance Company 

AmGuard Insurance Company 

AmGuard Insurance Company 

AmGuard Insurance Company 

AmGuard Insurance Company 

AmGuard Insurance Company 

Louisiana Citizens 

Maximum 

Peachtree 

RODCO 

Travelers 



...... 
0 w 

Bond w Name Schedule Bond 

Bond w Parish President 

Bond w Paul Governale 

$50,000.00 

$80,000.00 

$40,000.00 

03/01/24 - 03/01/25 

01/16/24 -01/16128 

07/31/24 - 07/31125 

Travelers 

Western Surety 

Travelers 



Receipts From: 
Agency Name 

St. Mary Parish Sheriff 

Subtotal Receipts 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Justice System Funding Schedule (Cash Basis) - Receiving Entity 

General Fund 
As Required by Act 87 of the 2020 Regular Legislarive Session 

For the Year Ended December 31. 2024 

Collection Type 
Criminal Court cost/fees 

104 

First Six Month 
Period Ended 06/30/24 

$ 14,905 

$ 14,905 

Second Six Month 
Period Ended 12/31/24 

$ 12,443 

$ 12,443 



Receipts From: 
AgepcyName 

St. Mary Parish Sheriff 

Subtotal Receipts 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Justice System Funding Schedule ( Cash Basis) - Receiving Entity 

Witness Fee Fund 
As Required by Act 87 of the 2020 Regular Legislative Session 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Collection Type 
Criminal Court cost/fees 

105 

First 
Six Month Period 
Ended 06/30/24 

$ 24,165 

$ 24,165 

Second 
Six Month Period 
Ended 12/31/24 

$ 20,344 

$ 20,344 



Receipts From: 
Agency Name 

St. Mary Parish Sheriff 

Subtotal Receipts 

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Justice System Funding Schedule (Cash Basis) - Receiving Entity 
Juror Compensation Fund 

As Required by Act 87 of the 2020 Regular Legislative Session 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Collection Type 
Criminal Court cost/fees 

106 

First 
Six Month Period 
Ended 06/30/24 

$ 23,439 

$ 23,439 

Second 
Six Month Period 
Ended 12/31/24 

$ 19,643 

$ 19,643 
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St. Mary Parish Council 
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

FEDERAL 
FEDERAL GRANTOR/ ASSISTANCE 

PASS-THROUGH GRANTOR NAME/ LISTING GRANT 
PROGRAM TITLE NUMBER NUMBER 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

Office of the Secretary" of the Interior 
Payments in Lie;-1 of Taxes 15.226 
GoMESA 15.435 

Total U.S. Department oflnterior 

U.S. De:gartment of Housing and Urban Deve1012ment 
Passed through Louisiana Office of Community 

Development Disaster Recovery Unit 

Housing - Federal Housing Commissioner 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers 14.871 

Total U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

U.S. De12artment ofTrans12ortation 
Airport Improvement Program 20.106 

Passed through Louisiana Department of Culture Recreation 
and Tourism Office of State Parks 
Recreational Trails Program 20.219 

Total U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Treasury 

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 21.027 MFNKNAL7MFM8 

Pass through Office of Recovery Programs and 
Office of Gulf Coast Restoration 

Resources and Ecosystems Substainability, 
Tourist Opportunities, and Revived Economies 
of the Gulf Coast States 21.015 RCDCGR420528-0l~00 

Total U.S. Department of Treasury 
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PASS-THROUGH 
IDENTIFYING EXPENDITURES 

NUMBER INCURRED 

$ 8,684 
1,341,026 

1,349,710 

553,323 

553,323 

873,032 

(SEENOTE2) 141,787 

I 014.819 

732,795 

83.026 

815,821 



FEDERAL GRANTOR/ 
PASS-THROUGH GRANTOR NAME/ 

PROGRAM TITLE 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Passed through Louisiana Department of Health Office of 

Public Health Bureau of Conununity Preparedness 

Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) and 
Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) 
Aligned Cooperative Agreements 

Passed through Louisiana Supreme Court 
Drug Court Office 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

FEDERAL 
ASSISTANCE 

LISTING 
NUMBER 

93.074 

93.558 

Passed through Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 

Total U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Department of Homeland Securitv 

Passed through Governor's Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness 

Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Passed through State of Louisiana Office of 
State Police 

Emergency Management Performance Grants 

Homeland Security Grant Program 

Total Department of Homeland Security 

Total Primary Government Federal Financial Assistance 

97.039 

97.042 

97.067 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this schedule. 
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PASS-THROUGH 
IDENTIFYING 

NUMBER 

(SEE NOTE 3) 

EXPENDITURES 
INCURRED 

17,381 

16,285 

33,666 

39,033 

57,687 

40,091 

136,81 I 

$ 3,904,150 



ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes to Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

NOTE 1 - SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is a summary of activity of the 
Council's federal award programs presented on the basis of accounting in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles for fund accounting. In 2024, the Council did not charge 
nor allocate any indirect costs to federal awards. 

NOTE 2-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Recreation Trails Program (ASSISTANCE LISTING NUMBER 20.219) 
In the current year the Recreation Trail Program is funded 80% by federal funds. Total 
expenditures for the current year was $177,234 of which $141,787 qualifies for 80% 
reimbursement. 

Airport Improvement Program (ASSISTANCE LISTING NUMBER 20.106) 
In the current year, the Airport Improvement Program is funded 90% by federal funds total 
expenditures for the current year were $970,036 of which $873,032 qualifies for 90% 
reimbursement. 

NOTE 3 - DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

Hazard Mitigation Grant (ASSISTANCE LISTING NUMBER 97.039) 

In the current year the Hazard Mitigation grant is funded 75% by federal funds. Total expenditures 
for the current year were $52,044 of which $39,033 qualifies for 75% reimbursement. 
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INTERNAL ACCOUNTING CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
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PITTS & MATTE _,. 
- --- - --------

a corporation o f 

certified public accou111ants 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND 

ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Chainnan and Members of the Council 
St. Mary Parish 
Franklin, Louisiana 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the 
governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information, and the respective budgetary comparisons for the General Fund, Road 
Construction & Maintenance Fund, and Sanitation Fund of the St. Mary Parish Council (Council), 
as of and for the year ended December 31 , 2024 and the related notes to the financial statements, 
which collectively comprise the basic financial statements of the Council's primary government 
and have issued our report thereon dated March 4, 2026. 

Rep01t on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Council ' s 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis of designing the audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on 
the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the Council ' s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the Council's internal control. 
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A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's fmancial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governace. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies may exist that were not identified. We did identify a deficiency in internal control, 
described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item 2024-001 that 
we consider to be a material weakness. 

Report on Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Council's financial statements are free 
from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the fmancial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance 
with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards and which are described in the 
accompanying schedule of fmdings, responses, and questioned costs as items 2024-002, 2024-
003, and 2024-004. 

St. Mary Parish Council's Response to Findings 
Governmental Auditing Standards requires the auditor to perform limited procedures on the 
Council's response to the findings identified in our audit are described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings, responses and questioned costs. The Council's response was not subject to 
the other auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no opinion on it. 

Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
entity's internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity's internal control and 
compliance. Accordingly, this co=unication is not suitable for any other purpose. However, 
under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is considered a public record and may be 
distributed by the Legislative Auditor. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

March 4, 2026 
Morgan City, Louisiana 
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_P_ I_T_ T_S _ _ &_a_c~-r-po_raA_tio-~-◊-~_E _ __________________________ _,. 

certified public accountants 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR 
EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE 

REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE 

Chairman and Members of the CoW1cil 
St. Mary Parish 
Franklin, Louisiana 

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 

Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 

We have audited St. Mary Parish Council's (Council) compliance with the types of compliance 
requirements identified as subject to audit in the 0MB Compliance Supplement that could have a 
direct and material effect on each of the Council's major federal programs for the year ended 
December 31 , 2024. The Council's major federal programs are identified in the summary of 
auditor's results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 

In our opinion, the Council complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major 
federal programs for the year ended December 31, 2024. 

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the 
audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). 
Our responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further described in the 
Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report. 
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We are required to be independent of the Council and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in 
accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on 
compliance for each major federal program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of 
the Council's compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above. 

Responsibilities of Management for Compliance 

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the 
requirements of laws, statutes, regulations, rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements 
applicable to the Council's federal programs. 

Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an 
opinion on the Council's compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, and the 
Uniform Guidance will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not 
detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, 
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 
of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance requirements referred to above is 
considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it 
would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on compliance about the 
Council's compliance with the requirements of each major federal program as a whole. 

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we: 

• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 

• Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, 
and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures 
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the Council's compliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circumstances. 
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• Obtain an understanding of the Council's internal control over compliance relevant to the 
audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to 
test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform 
Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Council's internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material 
weaknesses in internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit. 

Report on Internal Control over Compliance 

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control 
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing 
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal 
control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on 
a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control 
over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the 
Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to 
identify all deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our 
audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to 
be material weaknesses, as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that were not identified. 

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 
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The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of 
our testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the 
requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other 
purpose. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

March 4, 2026 
Morgan City, Louisiana 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS, RESPONSES, AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

A. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

1. The auditors' report expresses an unmodified opinion on the basic fmancial statements of the 
St. Mary Parish Council's primary government. 

2. One material weakness was disclosed during the audit of the primary government fmancial 
statements that are required to be reported in the Independent Auditors' Report on Internal 
Control over Financial Reporting and Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of 
Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

3. Three instances of noncompliance material to the primary government financial statements of 
the St. Mary Parish Council were disclosed during the audit 

4. No findings related to the audit of major federal award programs are reported as material 
weaknesses in the Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance with Requirements that Could 
Have a Direct and Material Effect on Each Major Program and on Internal Control Over 
Compliance. 

5. The auditors' report on compliance for the major federal award programs for the St. Mary 
Parish Council expresses an unmodified opinion on all major federal programs. 

6. No audit fmdings relative to the major federal award programs for the St. Mary Parish Council 
are reported in Part C of this Schedule. 

7. The programs tested as major programs include: 

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (21.027) 
GoMesa (15.435) 
Airport Improvement Program (20.106) 

8. The threshold for distinguishing types A and B programs was $750,000. 

9. St. Mary Parish Council was not determined to be a low risk auditee. 
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B. FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT 

INTERNAL CONTROL FINDINGS 

MATERIAL WEAKNESS 

ITEM NO. 2024-001 Failure to Collect Certain Fees 

Auditors' Comments 

Condition: The Council sets a fee for garbage pick up service at residences and small businesses 
that is to be billed and paid monthly. The Council does not have a system to send monthly 
bills to end users. Because of this the Council has made agreements with various 
governmental entities (Water & Sewer Districts and municipalities) located in the Parish that 
normally bill their own customers on a monthly basis for utilities to also bill the Council's 
customers for the garbage pick up fee as well. The agreements with the other governments 
allows them to retain a small portion of the garbage pick up fee as compensation for 
performing this service. The other governments then pay to the Council the net fees collected 
on either a monthly or quarterly basis. 

During the course of our audit procedures, we discovered that two governmental entities owed 
the Council approximately $545,000 at the end of 2024. 

Criteria: The billing and collections agreements require the billing and collecting governments to 
remit the collected fees on a periodic agreed upon time frame. 

A sound internal control system over collections of revenues should include a monitoring 
system to insure that all amounts due are collected when due. 

Effect: Failure to properly monitor revenue collections on a periodic basis can result in lost 
revenues. 

Cause: The Council's internal control system in place failed to recognize when payments were 
not received from these entities. 

Recommendation: The Council should improve its monitoring of amounts owed to the Council by 
entities collecting revenues due to the Council. Further the Council should put this collection 
procedure in this area in writing. 

Management's Response: 
We will fine tune our control system in place to ensure all garbage fees from the governmental 
entities (Water & Sewer Districts and municipalities) are received and management will be 
informed when entities fail to remit timely payments. The Council will put collections procedures 
in this area in writing. Subsequent to year end, some of these fees have been received. 
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INTERNAL CONTROL FINDING 

NONCOMPLIANCE 

ITEM NO. 2024-002 Budget Monitoring 

Auditors' Comments 

Condition: During the course of the audit for the year ended December 31, 2024, it was noted that 
some of the Parish's individual funds needed budget amendments that were not made. 

Criteria: State Statute require that budgets be amended when actual revenues are less than 
budgeted revenues by five percent or more or actual expenditures exceed budgeted 
expenditures by five percent or more. These conditions are explained in detail below. 

Effect: Failure to amend budgets to recognize anticipated shortfalls in funds prevents the 
governmental body from effectively curtailing projects and/or services in accordance with 
actual available resources. 

Cause: Although the cause of the above condition was not fully determined the following appears 
to have a significant effect. Although the Parish makes accruals for payables and receivables 
at year end, adjustments are not made in the interim period. When significant differences exist 
between payables and receivables from year to year, the amount of funds that appear to be 
available or costs that appear to have been incurred can be distorted. Failure to recognize the 
effect of these differences can lead to variances between budgeted and actual activity. 

Recommendation: The Council should fine tune its ongoing budget monitoring program to 
periodically consider accruals for major revenues and expenditures. 
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A more detailed description of the conditions and criteria is presented below: 

Auditors' Detailed Comments 

Notification was not made and the following budgets were not amended although actual revenues 
were less than budgeted revenues by five percent or more: 

Funds 
Boat Landing Permit Fund 
Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 

Actual 
Amount 

$ 93,197 
3,260,486 

Budgeted 
Amount Variance 

$ 99,400 $ (6,203) 
5,031,734 (1,771,248) 

Percent 
6.24% 

35.20% 

Notification was not made and the following budgets were not amended although actual 
expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures by five percent or more: 

Funds 
OJP Enhancement Grant 

Management's Response: 

Actual 
Amount 

$1,916 

Budgeted 
Amount Variance Percent 

(1,916) 100% 

We continually monitor budgeted and actual amounts throughout the year and during the budget 
amendment process we strive to project amounts as close as possible to anticipated year end 
results. With the lead time required for ordinance introduction and layover, as prescribed in our 
Parish Charter, it is sometimes difficult to anticipate revenues through year end. We will 
continually monitor budget variances, especially close to year end, and recommended to the 
Council when variances exceed the percentages as specified in the State Statute. 
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ITEM NO. 2024-003 Fund Deficit 

Auditors' Comments 

Condition: During the course of the audit it was noted that three funds had a deficit fund balance. 

Criteria: State statute prohibits expending amounts in excess of fund balance, revenues, and other 
financing sources. 

Effect: Violation of state statute. 

Cause: For the special revenue funds and major funds, the Council expended amounts in excess of 
fund balance, revenues, and other financing sources. 

Recommendation: A detailed study should be made to develop additional or alternative funding 
sources or to consider reallocating existing funding. 

The following fund was in violation of state statutes and had a deficit fund balance at year end: 

Fund 
Major Funds 

Road Construction & Maintenance Fund 
Capital Improvement Fund 

Nomajor Special Revenue Fund 
Jail Operating & Maintenance Fund 

Management's Response: 

Deficit 
Amount 

$(2,550,784) 
(1,667,341) 

$(126,941) 

The deficit in the Road Construction & Maintenance, Capital Improvements, and Jail Operating & 
Maintenance Funds will be funded by future revenues or fund transfers. 

ITEM NO. 2024-004 FAILURE TO FILE AUDIT REPORT ON TIME 

Auditor's Comments 

Condition: The Council's audit was completed and furnished to the Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
(LLA) within the required time frame of the approved LLA extension request. However, because 
the extension is a nonemergency extension a late finding is required to be reported. 

Criteria: Audit reports should be filed with the Office of the Legislative Auditor no later than six 
months after the entity's fiscal year end. 
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Effect: Failure to complete and furnish the audit on time violated state statue. In addition, 
management should be presented with timely audited financial information so that they can better 
manage the Council's operation. 

Cause: Due to a delay in receipt of information needed for Landfill calculations which was caused 
by the delay in receipt of a component unit's report. Therefore an nonemergency extension was 
requested and approved from the LLA. 

Reco=endations: Component Units should submit all reports and requested information to the 
lead auditor in a timely manner to avoid the late submission of the audit report in the future. 

Management's Response: One of our component units was unable to complete their audit report 
on time which delayed the completion of our Reporting Entity Report. In the future, we will 
closely monitor our component units to insure timely submission of their report. 

C. FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - MAJOR FEDERAL AW ARD PROGRAMS 
AUDIT 

NONE 
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SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS AND RELATED CORRECTIVE 
ACTION PREPARED BY MANAGEMENT OF ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Internal Control Weakness 

Material Weakness 

Item No. 2023-001 Failure to Collect Certain Fees 

Condition: During the course of the prior year, it was discovered that two gove=ental entities 
failed to make certain payments to the Council during 2023. 

Corrective Action: This has not been corrected. 

Items ofNoncompliance 

Item No. 2023-002 Budget Monitoring 

Condition: During the course of the audit for the year ended December 31, 2023, it was noted that 
several of the Parish's individual funds needed budget amendments that were not made. 

Corrective Action: This has not been corrected. 

Item No. 2023-003 Fund Deficits 

Condition: During the course of the audit, it was noted that one fund had a deficit fund balance. 

Corrective Action: This has not been corrected. 

Item No. 2023-004 Failure to File Audit Report on Time 

Condition: The Council's audit was not completed and furnished to the Louisiana Auditor within 
the required timeframe. 

Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards 
NONE 
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March 4, 2026 

Mr. Michael Waguespack, CPA 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

Dear Mr. Waguespack: 

The St. Mary Parish Government respectfully submits the following corrective 
action plan relative to findings in the audit for the year ended December 31, 2024: 

Findings - Financial Statement Audit 
Material Weakness 
Item No. 2024-001 Failure to Collect Certain Fees 

Management's Response: 
Subsequent to year end, the outstanding fees have been received. We will fine 
tune our control system in place to ensure all garbage fees from the 
governmental entities (Water & Sewer Districts and Municipalities) are received 
and management will be informed when entities fail to remit timely payments. 
The council will put collection procedures in this area in writing. 

Noncompliance 
Item No. 2024-002 Budget Monitoring 

Management's Response: 
We continually monitor budgeted and actual amounts throughout the year and 
during the budget amendment process we strive to project amounts as close as 
possible to anticipated year end results. With the lead time required for ordinance 
introduction and layover, as prescribed in our Parish Charter, it is sometimes 
difficult to anticipate revenues and expenditures through year end. We will 
continually monitor budget variances, especially close to year end, and 
recommended to the Council when variances exceed the percentages as specified 
in the State Statute. 

Item 2024-003 Fund Deficit 

Management's Response: 
The deficit in the Road Construction & Maintenance, Capital Improvement, and Jail 
Operating & Maintenance fund will be funded by future revenues or fund transfers. 

Item 2024-004 FAILUE TO FILE AUDIT REPORT ON TIME 

Management's Response: 
One of our component units was unable to complete their audit report on time 
which delayed the completion of our Reporting Entity Report. In the future, we will 
closely monitor our component units to insure timely submission of their audit 
reports. 
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Any questions concerning this corrective action plan should be directed to Mr. Paul 
J. Governale, Chief Administrative Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Paul J . Governale, CPA, CGFO, CGFM 
Chief Administrative Officer, St. Mary Parish Government 
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_P_ I_T_ T_S __ &_a_c~-r-po-.-.~-tio- ~-o-~- E __________________ _________ .. 

certified public accountants 

INDEPENDENT CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT 
ON APPL YING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

To the Chairman and Members 
Of the St. Mary Parish Council 

and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor: 

We have performed the procedures enumerated in the attached Schedule of Procedures Performed 
and Associated Findings Based Upon the Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures (Schedule), on the 
control and compliance (CIC) areas identified in the Louisiana Legislative Auditor (LLA)'s 
Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures (SAUPs) for the fiscal period January 1, 2024 through 
December 31, 2024. The St. Mary Parish Council's (Council) management is responsible for those 
CIC areas identified in the SAUPs presented in the attached Schedule. 

The Council has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures performed are appropriate to 
meet the intended purpose of the engagement, which is to perform specified procedures on the CIC 
areas identified in LLA's SAUPs for the fiscal period January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024. 
Additionally, LLA has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures performed are appropriate 
for its purposes. This report may not be suitable for any other purpose. The procedures performed 
may not address all the items of interest to a user of this report and may not meet the needs of all 
users of this report and, as such, users are responsible for determining whether the procedures 
performed are appropriate for their purposes. 

The procedures and associated findings are included in the attached Schedule. 

We were engaged by the Council to perform this agreed-upon procedures engagement and 
conducted our engagement in accordance with attestation standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and applicable standards of Government Auditing 
Standards. We were not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review engagement, 
the objective of which would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on those 
CIC areas identified in the SAUPs. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion or conclusion. 
Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would 
have been reported to you. 

We are required to be independent of the Council and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in 
accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our agreed-upon procedures 
engagement. 
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The purpose oftbis report is solely to describe the scope of testing performed on those CIC areas 
identified in the SAUPs, and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on control or 
compliance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513, this report may be distributed by the LLA as a public document. 

Morgan City, Louisiana 
March 4, 2026 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH OF ST. MARY STATE OF LOUISIANA 
Schedule of Procedures Performed and Associated Findings Based upon the 

Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Guide to Presentation Format 

This report contains these items presented in this order: 

Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures (SAUPS) prescribed by the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor (LLA), 
Procedures performed by the Independent Certified Public Accountant, 

Findings based upon the procedures performed, and 
Management's Comments relative to the findings, if applicable. 

In order to facilitate understanding this report - the procedures and findings are presented in the 
following format: 

Order of Presentation 

Area or function 

Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures 
Prescribed (SA UPS) by Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor (LLA) 

Actual procedures performed by 
Independent Certified Public 
Accountant 

Finding based upon procedure 
performed 

Management's response to findings 

Presentation Format 

Centered all CAPITALS IN BOLD TYPE 

Regulai:· .typ~.•·.pi~i~I~d: ~m.,m1mll.efS.}lr 
l_c:!1;c:,_r_s_(ifQit:re'are multiple parts} 

Denoted as Procedure Performed: (in bold 
type) followed by procedure in regular type 

Denoted as Findings: (in bold type) followed 
by findings in regular type 

Denoted as Management's Response:(in bold 
type) followed by managements response in 
italics 
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WRITTEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

1) WrittenPolicies and Proceclures 

A. -Obtain and inspect the. entity's written policies and. procedures fuel observe whethet they 
address. el!cch of the following g_ateggrie§ illld .. sglJ9.a!_egg_ri_e_s_jfapp!i£1!l;J.!etop11bJi9fut1gs 
and the entity's ,gpjrations: 

Budgeting 

1. Budgeting; includingprep_ar:ing,· adopting,nionitoring,)1.Udarnencli:ng the budget! 
Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Home Rule Charter" and read the written policies and procedures for budgeting. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

Purchasing 

11. Purchasing, including (l)ho\\i purchases are inidateg, (2) h6w vendqis area:ddei:lto the 
',•',,' ',;·: '' " •,; ',' ,' ,'_ '" ' ' ',' ', ·. ' " ' :' ., . ;'", ' ' ,' 1 

vendor list, (3) the prepar-ation and approval prpcess of purchase requisitions .and 
purchase orders, ( 4 /. controls to ~nsur~ . comp]janc~ ~tb. the Publi~ Bi.d. ta\\', i!I!d(~) 
documentation required to be maintained for aHbids andpricequotes, 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Ordinance No. 1297" and "Ordinance No. 1350" and read the written policies and 
procedures for purchasing. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

Disbursements 

111 •...... Disburseme11ts, inclugingJJ@C~hlrig,·revie\Ying '•and• approving~ 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Financial Management Policies" and read the written policies and procedures for 
disbursements. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 
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WRITTEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES (CONTINUED) 

Receipts/Collections 

1v. Receipts/collections, including receiving, recording, and preparing deposits. Also, 
policies and procedures should include manage,ment' s actions fo determine .the 
completeness of all coHections foreach type ofreveI1ue or agency fuµd addi~ons.( e.g., 

periodic. pc~nfirrr,iat\m1. 'Yi !I}, Al\!~ide. par,tj~s,r,~~OJlf;~Ha.~ph,tp ~Rlift1RW¼~;@r,~Et9f{ 
p~oce4~~~s, .~e.~oi;icilia.tionJ2.f;traffi£1i£.!<:e! p,Jl!!lber'.sequep£.(;~,c"~g~ncy~fu11dJ9_rfei!\lfe 
mom es J cofifirizj.;itioh): 
Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Financial Management Policies" and read the written policies and procedures for 
receipts and collections. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

Payroll/Personnel 

v. Payrollt'Personnel, including (1) payroll prncessirig, (2)reviewing andapproving time 
and attendance records, including leave and overtime worked, and (3) approval process 
for e!Ilployee rates of pay or approval and maintenariceofpayrate scliedules, 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Personnel Policy Manual" and read the written policies and procedures for payroll and 
personnel. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

Contracting 

VI. .. Contractmg, including.(]) 'types of services ieq¥ring #~en coh¥cts,(2) stanclarq 
terms . ancl . c:9nciiti9n§, .• (3-)Jeg~Lr:evieyv, .· .( 4) a_ppJ;:()Y!!LProces,s,. a,gci_(5} !Il()ajto:ri11g 
procfs§. 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Financial Management Policies" and read the written policies and procedures for 

contracts. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 
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WRITTEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES (CONTINUED) 

Travel and Expense Reimbursement 

v11c Travel and expense reimbursement, including (1) allowable expenses, (2) dollar 
thresholds by category of expe11se, (3)documentationrequirements, and{4) required 
approvers. 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Personnel Policy Manual" and read the written policies and procedures for travel and 
expense reimbursements. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

Credit Cards 

Vlll. 

Ethics 

_ Credit Cards (and debitcards,foel <.:<1rds, purcha~e,cimls,if~pplica}?l()),including (I) 
how cards are to be controlled, (2)_·anow.aBf~Bllsiness'uses;(3) docume~tation 
requirements, ( 4) required approvers of stat~ents/ and (5)_1no11it.9ri11g can! ti~ge 
(e.g.,. determiningthereason_ableness of :fuel c:ii:rcl p1lrchiLS()S), 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Financial Management Policies" and read the written policies and procedures for 
credit cards. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above. 

1i- Ethics, including (1) _ th~. p~<>,liioit~ons •· as 
0

defi.J:i~~ }!J. J:o~siaria l{~ri~~~ Sta!~t~ (R. S -~ 
42:1111°U21, (2) actionsto betaken ifan ethics violation takes :plac:e; (3) system to 
monitor possible ethics violations, and (4)a requirement that documentation is 
mai1J.tained to _demonstrat~t1?~t all e111p!9y()~~--<!-11<;L()ffjgi11l~.Fere• notified.of !lllY 
changes to,the entityJ§ethic§.JJplicy) 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Home Rule Charter" and read the written policies and procedures for ethics. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions listed above, with the exception of a requirement that 
documentation is maintained to demonstrate that all employees and officials were 
notified of any changes to the entity's ethics policy. 
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WRITTEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES (CONTINUED) 

Debt Service 

x. Debt Service, including (1) debt issuance approval, (2) continuing disclosure/EMMA 
reporting req_uire!Ile11ts, _J3L_c!ebt r~serye r~qui,r~rn~11ts, and ( 4} debt service 
reqilirementsJ 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
"Home Rule Charter" and read the written policies and procedures for debt service. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified functions above. 

Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity 

x1. Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity, includillg (1) 
identification of critical data and frequency_ of data backups, (2) · storage of backups in 
a separate physical location isolated from the network, (3) periodic testing/verification 
that backups can be restored, {4) use of antivirus software on all systems, (5) timely 
application of all available system and software patches/updates, and ( 6) identification 
of personnel, processes,_andtools11eededto recoveroperaticms after_a critical event.' 

Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the findings with management. 

Prevention of Sexual Harassment 

Xll. ___ Prevention ofSexual "Harassment, including R.s ... _.42:342-314.requirementsA>r(l) 
agency responsibilitie§ andprCJhibitio11s, (2} annual ernp_l9yee training, a11d(3} lillllUal 
rnporting. 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management and inspected the Council's 
Sexual Harassment Prevention Online Training Memorandum and read the written 
policies and procedures for sexual harassment. 

Findings: Found the Council has written policies and procedures that include the 
specified function listed above. 

Management's response: 
The Council has policies and procedures in all the areas above. However, procedures are not in 
writing for Ethics, as it relates to a requirement that documentation is maintained to 

demonstrate that all employees and officials were notified of any changes to the entity's ethics 

policy. We plan to put these procedures in writing. 
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BOARD OR FINANCE COMMITTEE 

2) ~B()ard ()fl?!!)._ll~ce C(lmilii!f~-~ 
A. Obtain and inspect theb-oard/finance·comm1ttee~minutes for the fiscal period, as welTas 

the board's enabling legi§latiQQ.,_<:liarter, byla;vs, gr: ()_CJ..UiYaJeI1t do.cume.nt _i11ef'fe.ct cilliing 
the .. fi.§9.~!)~()_ci,ang 

1. Observe that the board/financecommittee niet with a quorum at least monthly, or .On a 
frequency in• accor4a.J1ce ;viQ1tlit: _board's ella]:>li1_1g le.gi§!aJiQQ., _ch~e.r:,]:>yla;v§,E>LO..fuer. 
eqljiy__alent document'. 

Procedure Performed: We obtained and read the Council's meeting minutes for the 
fiscal period as well as the Council's "Home Rule Charter" as it related to "Council 
Meetings and Rules." 

Findings: Found the Council met with quorum at all twenty-four of the semimonthly 
meetings and two finance committee meetings. 

11. For those entities reporting on the governmental accounting model, review the minutes 
from all regularly scheduled board/finance committee meetings held during the fiscal 
year and observe whether the minutes from at least one meeting each month referenced 
or included monthly budget0 to-actual comparisons on the. general fund, quarterly 
budget-to-actual comparisons, at a minimum, cm all proprietary funds,a11dseqri-annual 
budget-to-actual. somparisons, ·. at a lliiniIQ.um,> on all ~pecfal>reve11ue funds, 
Alternatively, for .those entUies reporting on the . notf'or-profit. a.ccdun.ting model,' 
observe that the minutes referenced or includedfinancial activity .relating to. publi~ 
funds if those public_funds .COJIJP.rised mor~ thilirt/Q?j_ofthet:!ntfty'.s c,gllec_tign§_during 
thejisc;al periqd. 

Procedure Performed: We obtained and read the Council's meeting minutes for the 
fiscal period. 

Findings: Found the minutes did not reference nor include budget-to-actual 
comparisons on any fund. 

111. . For governmental entities, ()btain the"prior year:au4it report ~d opferye the linassigne:4 
fund. balance in the.. gsQ.eral furid'. Ifthegenerai.fun~ had .a negatiy~1~ii,dinggrias~ign.ed 
fund balance in the prior year audit Tepcni, o~sizy~ thafth~ miµµtes :for• ~1Jf~§t.one 
meeting during :the._ fiscal. petjod reference~.o!"~plu4ecijJo_rgi~LJ?'.1an t()c~limi.ri.acte t]!ti 
!].egatiye l!Il~§§ign~cifund · bal_!i!!b~t!Q. tn~J~~\-iefal · fiili<i] 
Procedure Performed: We obtained and read the Council's prior audit report and 
observed the unassigned fund balance in the general fund . 

. Findings: Found that the general fund did not have a negative ending unassigned fund 

balance in the prior year audit report. 
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BOARD OR FINANCE COMMITTEE 

lV. --Observe whether the board/finance committee received written updates o:fthe progres~ 
ofresolving audit finding(s), according to management's correc:tive action plan at each' 
meeting lllltil the fi,ndi~gs~re _<:onsidered fully nesglyed. 

Procedure Performed: We obtained and read the Council's meeting minutes for the 
fiscal period. 

Findings: Found the minutes did not reference whether the board/finance committee 
received written updates of the progress of resolving audit findings according to 
management's corrective action plan. 

Management's response: 

Although monthly budget-to-actual comparisons are not referenced in the minutes, periodic 
comparisons are reviewed during the budget and budget amendment process. 

In the fi1ture, we will provide the board with written updates regarding the progress of our 
corrective action plan for resolving audit findings. 
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BANK RECONCILIATIONS 

3) Ban1<g1,c~ii~iJiatjoris 

A. obtain a listing . of entity bank accounts-for-the-fiscaiper:iocf from-management and 
management's representation that the. listing is complete. Ask management to identify the 
entity's .main operating account. Select the entity's mainoperating account and randomly 
select 4 additional accounts ( or an ~ccounts if lessthan 5). llandomly select one month 
from the fiscal period, ·· obtain . and. inspyct .the c~rrespg11_cli11g baJJ!< S.tl!tajl.erit __ an_cl 
reconciliation for.each selected account and observethat 
•• • "" • ' •• • '" "•' ' '' __ ,,,<.,~ '°'~•'••••-•••-fa-•••••••~oe~••-'"••-P'-~-'••0•o''•·•• •••'•'-• o,,_C~,-,,:awo•oM•, «•••• •' 

1. Bank reconciliations include evidence that they were prepared within2.rnonths .of the 
nilat_efl __ state111_e11t9losi11g_clll,t~ (e,g,, initiaje_cl_an_cl _dll,!e_cl9r Y!~c__ir_gpiciiJ1y:19gged); ·- ·· ··· · 

11. Bank reconciliations include written evidericethaf aine!Ilber otmariageinentor aboard 
member who .does not hai:idle cash, post ledger~; br. isstie checks'. has re\:'le-Wed each 
bank reconciliation within ln1onth of the date t_P.e_.r_ec_g11c_ilia_!ign was prepai:~4.(ie_,g,; 
i1_1itialeg_ ai:i_clch1t~clgr_eJ.ectroajca)lyJgggie_cl);_a.1-1c! 

iii. Management has documentation reflecting it has re1Searclied reconciling itemstliat have 
been outstandingfor 111ore than 12 months fro.m the stateme_nt closing date, if 
app~icable. 

Procedures Performed: Obtained the listing of bank accounts from management and 
received management's representation that the listing is complete. Selected the Council's 
main operating account and randomly selected 4 additional accounts out of a total of 13 
accounts. Randomly selected one month for the fiscal period and obtained and inspected 
the corresponding bank statements and bank reconciliations prepared for all accounts 
selected. 

Findings: 
1. Observed there is evidence that the bank reconciliations for 4 of the 5 accounts were 

prepared within 2 months of the related statement closing date. 

ii. Observed evidence that a member of management/board member who handles cash, 
posts ledgers, or issues checks reviewed the bank reconciliations for 4 bank accounts. 
Observed no evidence that a member of management/ board member reviewed the 
reconciliation for one bank account. 

iii. Found two accounts have items that have been outstanding for more than 12 months 
from the statement closing date. We found no evidence reflecting management 
researched the reconciling items for either account. The three other accounts did not 
have outstanding reconciling items. 

Management's response: 
In the fature, we will have a member of management who does not post ledgers review each bank 
reconciliation and have documentation reflecting research for reconciling items which have been 
outstanding for more than 12 months. 
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COLLECTIONS (EXCLUDING ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS) 

4) Collecti011s_( ex dueling elecg:o!}i~_flJ.!1cls k11.11s_f~i:s) 

A. Obtain a listing of deposit sites for the fiscal period where deposits for Cash/checks/money 
orders ( cash) are prepared and management's representation that theJistit1gis c9rnplete, 
Randornly·select5 deposit sites ( or alldepositsit~~ifle1,1, tlia115), 

Procedure Performed: Obtained the listing of deposit sites where deposits for 
cash/checks/money orders (cash) are prepared and management's representation that the 
listing is complete. 

Findings: Found the Council has 2 deposit sites. 

B. For- each deposit site-selected,obtaina-iisting-of-coiiectio;;:Tocations and management; s 
representation that_ the listing is complete. Randomly select . one collection location for 
each deposit site (e.g., 5 .collection locations for 5 deposit sites), obtainand inspect written 
policies and procedures relatingto employee job duties (if.there are no \Yfitten policies or 
procedures, then inquire of employees about their job duties) at eaph collection locati9n, 
and observe that job duties are properly segregatedat each collectiot1 location such that 

1. · · Employees r-esponsiblefof cash coifo2tie>nsdo not share-casll;ii-a\\'ei-s/regi§ters; 

11. Each-ernployee-responsible-·-for· -coilecting-.'cash--is . not-also -7esponsible for 
preparing/making bankdep9sits, unless another empl9yee/officiaJisr~sponsible for 
reconc:iling c0Hec:tiot1ci991llllegtation ( e.g., pre:g)l!Ilb_ereci rec:eipJ§) to the depo_sit; 

iii.-Eacb.. employee iesponsiblefo_r colleciI;;:g-tash_.is not" also•tes~<;>Il.~~ble for posti11g 
collection entries to th_e general ledger or subsidiary ledgers,\unless another 
employee/ oftic:i.tl is responsible_ :for reconciling _ledger p9stings tC> e_<191J._2theranci!C> tlte 
deposit; and 

iv.-·The-employee(s) responsible forreconcilingcash coHection~ to,t!ie ge11eral ledger 
and/or subsidiary _ledgers, by revenueBource _a11d/or custodial_fund additi9ns, i~ (are) 
p9t also r~sfogsib[eJor gql!ec:tigg c:<1,sh, unle~s_an_other empl<Jyee/<'>ffi.ci<![ y1;i-i_ti,e~ .ilie 
reconciliation: 

Procedure Performed: Obtained the listing of collections locations for the Council's two 
deposit sites and management's written representation that the listing is complete. The list 
contained 15 cash collection locations. We randomly selected 1 collection location for each 
deposit site and inquired employees about the employees' job duties. 
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COLLECTIONS (EXCLUDING ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS) (CONTINUED) 

Findings: 
1. Employees responsible for collecting cash at both collection locations share a cash 

box. 

11. Employees responsible for collecting cash at both collection locations are not 
responsible for preparing/making bank deposits. 

iii. Employees responsible for collecting cash at both collection locations are not 
responsible for posting collection entries to the general ledgers or subsidiary ledgers. 

iv. Employees responsible for reconciling cash collections to the general ledger and/or 
subsidiary ledgers, by revenue source and/or agency fund additions at both 
collection locations are not responsible for collecting cash. 

C. Obtain from management a copy of the bond or insurance policy for theft covering all 
employees who have access to cash. Qbserve thatthebondorinsurance policy for theft 
was in fCJrce duri11g tl:iefj'scajperiod, 

Procedure Performed: Obtained a copy of the bond or insurance policy for theft covering 

all employees who have access to cash from management. Observed the bond or insurance 

policy was in force during the fiscal period. 

Findings: Found that the Council's bond policy covering all employees who have access 

to cash was in force during the fiscal period. 

J5:-Ra.ndomly select two.deposit" dates0

for--each·of the 5 bank accounts selected for Bank 
Reconciliations procedure #3A (select the next deposit date chronologicallyifno deposits 
were made on the dates randomly selected and randomly select a. deposit if multiple 
deposits are made. on the same day). Alternatively, the practitioner may use a source 
document other than bank stC1tements when selectirtg _the deposit dates fortrstirtg'. such aS: 
a cash . collectio.n log, daily revenue report.[rec_eJpt ]?9_ok, _ e_tc,, QlJtain sup_portirlg 
docl.lD1ent1tti911J9r e1ti::l:i oftl:ie .10 deposjtsl!Ilcl 

1~--- ~Obser:vetl:ia!_r¢ciipt~-~e.§equeJ?.!fi;illypre~1Jc1Jl!!Qeiecl1 

11, _ Trace sequentially pi:e-numl:,er_ed f_ec:ei]J!S/§yst¢gi repgi;t~,_llilQCJ_tl:ier re!?teclJ':gllei::ti.Q!l 
docUIJ1eritati◊n to ni.e!tl .. osrtsli : ,... .... .... .... ... . .. • . ep •··-· . p. 

fai:·rriice_tl:ie_gepgsjts!iJJ t§_talt9ll1e.fict11aj._clepQ§!!Pei:.;t:helJ.iirik_s1iiem"ent 

lV. Observe that the deposit was rnatle.within 9ne l:>usi11ess;day of re5.eipf.a.tthe collectio11 
location (within ohe week if the depositocyismore than 10 rnHes fi:orn the coHectioO: 
locati91;1 <>r Jhe deposit is l~ss tlian :HOO arid _the cash iii~toied· s~cut~iy;itJ)a:,1ocked · sa'.f~ 
1:>r i:lraw~J 
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COLLECTIONS (EXCLUDING ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS) (CONTINUED) 

Procedure Performed: Randomly selected two deposit dates from the bank statements for 
each of the 5 bank accounts selected for procedure #3A ( selected the next deposit date 
chronologically if no deposit was made on the date randomly selected) and obtained 
supporting documentation for each of the 10 deposits. 

Findings: 3 of the 5 bank accounts selected for procedure #3A had only electronic fund 
transfer activity. For the remaining 2 accounts, we: 

1. Found that all receipts were sequentially pre-numbered. 

ii. Found sequentially prenumbered receipts, system reports, and other related 
collection documentation agree to the deposit slips. 

iii. Found the deposit slip totals agree to the actual deposits per the bank statement. 

1v. Found that all deposits were made within one business day ofreceipt. 

v. Found that all the actual deposits per the bank statements were traced to the 
general ledger. 

Management's response: 
In the fature, employees responsible for collecting cash will not share a cash box nor be 
responsible for preparing/making bank deposits, unless another employee/official is responsible 
for reconciling collection documentation. 
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NON-PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS- (EXCLUDING CARD PURCHASES, TRAVEL 
REIMBURSMENTS, AND PETTY CASH PURCHASES) 

5) . Non.:PayroliDisbursements ( excludi,ngcar4purel,ia.ses, trayelreil:nburselll~ni:s, and p~tty 
cash purc~;ise~ 

The Council has federal programs subject to Single Audit testing which covers this 
category; therefore, this area is excluded for the purposes of the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures. 

CREDIT CARDS/ DEBIT CARDS/ FUEL CARDS/ PURCHASE CARDS (CARDS) 

--~ -·-· - ··--·--
6) Credit Cards/Debit Ca.rdsf.].?t1el.Cards/ J;>urchas.e C;ird~(C:a,rd~) 

The Council has federal programs subject to Single Audit testing which covers this 
category; therefore, this area is excluded for the purposes of the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures. 

TRAVEL AND TRAVEL-RELATED EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENTS (EXCLUDING 
CARD TRANSACTIONS) 

7) Travel and Travel7Relatecl Expense ReiII1burselll.ents~(exciudingca,r~ t:i-a~sactiois) 

The Council has federal programs subject to Single Audit testing which covers this 
category; therefore, this area is excluded for the purposes of the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures. 

CONTRACTS 

8) Contracts 

The Council has federal programs subject to Single Audit testing which covers this 
category; therefore, this area is excluded for the purposes of the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures. 

PAYROLL AND PERSONNEL 

~) Pa,:yroll a11.dPji;~ii11.ncl 

The Council has federal programs subject to Single Audit testing which covers this 
category; therefore, this area is excluded for the purposes of the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's Statewide Agreed-Upon Procedures. 
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ETIDCS 

lO)Ethics 

A. using the5 randomly selected"employe-es!offi.craT,afom Payroll an(Pe1sonnefpi-o_ced~~ 
#-9 A. o !Jtaiil ethics cJ()clllile11tatiog from rnimageillent, and 

!. Obsme whether the documentation demonstrates.that -each--empioyee/official 
completed one hour of ethics_ traini11g dllfing _the_calendaryear as required !Jy R,.S, 
4 2: 117:Q; !lll.cl 

II. Observe whether the entity maintains docUII1entation which demonstrates that each: 
employee and official. were notified of!lll.y cll!lll.ges to tlie e:ntity's ethics policy during 
the. fiscal_period, __ :i,$ applic;a!Jle,. 

Procedure Performed: Obtained a listing of employees employed during the fiscal period 
and obtained management's representation that the listing is complete. We randomly 
selected 5 employees and obtained their ethics documentation from management. Obtained 
management's representation that there were no changes to the Council's ethics policy 
during the fiscal period. 

Findings: 
1. Observed the documentation demonstrates that all 5 selected employees completed one 

hour of ethics training during the calendar year. 

n. This procedure is not applicable. There were no changes to the Council's ethics policy 
during the fiscal period. 

B. Inquiieana!oi-observewhether the agency liisappointeda,n ~thici <lesigiiee as required by 
R,S.,4:2; 1170. 

Procedure Performed: Inquired of management and obtained management's written 
representation that the Council has not appointed an ethics designee. 

Findings: Found that the Council has not appointed an ethics designee. 

Management's response: 

We will appoint an ethics designee. 
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DEBT SERVICE 

11 ).1)1)1:,t§>~rvi£1J 

A. Obtain-iflistin£clbonds/not~-md other-debTin.struments.issued during the fiscal period 
and management's representation that the listing is complete. Select all debt instruments 
on the listing, obtain supporting documentation, and observe that State Bond Commission 
approval was.obtained for each debt instrumentissuedas required byA,rticle VII, _Se.ctiori 
8 oftheL011isiana_Constitution. 

Procedure Performed: Inquired of management aud obtained management's written 
representation that no debt was issued during the fiscal period. 

Findings: Found that no debt was issued during the fiscal period. 

B. Obtain· a listing- of bonds/notes--outstai-iding at the end oftii.e fiscai period . and 
management's representation that the listing is complete. Randomly select one. bond/note, 
inspect debt covenants, obtain supporting documentation for the reserve balance and 
payments, and agree actual reserve balances and payments to those n;quired by debt 
covenants (including_coll1:iI1ge11cyfu11ds, shgrt~!i\/e<i_a~set_ :fiJ.llds, org!h_e.r:furi<isrequire<i!Jy 
the debt covenants); 

Procedure Performed: Obtained from management a listing of bonds/notes outstanding 
at the end of the fiscal period. Obtained management's written representation that the list 
is complete. Randomly selected 1 out of 10 bonds, inspected debt covenants, and obtained 
supporting documentation for the reserve balance and payments. 

Findings: Observed actual reserve balances and payments agree to those required by debt 
covenants. 

Management's response: 

No comment. 
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FRAUD NOTICE 

1.2) iiaucl N'11ti,c_~ 

A. Obtain.alistingofmisapp;opriationsof p~biic.fundsand assets during the fiscal period and 
management's representation that the listing is complete. Select all misappropriations on 
the listing, obtain supporting documentation, and observe that. the entity reported the 
misappropriation(s) to the legislative auditor and the district att<>rney of the parish inwhich 
the entity.is_d.<>IIli<;:i[e_d. ;!IS_ r~q1,1ir:t;cl.\1y R,,S,al4:~2_3, 

Procedure Performed: Inquired of management and obtained management's written 
representation that the Council did not have any misappropriation of public funds and 
assets during the fiscal period. 

Findings: Found the Council did not have any misappropriation of public funds and assets 
during the fiscal period. 

B. Obse~etiiittthe e;;tity has posted, on its pre;;ises a;;a website, the notice required by R.s·. 
24:523. l _ concerning the reporting of misappropriati<:>n, fr!lud, _ waste, o.r .. abuse of public 
funds. 

Procedure Performed: Observed the Council posted the notice required by R.S. 24-523.1 
on its premises and website. 

Findings: Found the Council posted the notice required by R.S 24-523.1 on its premises 
and website. 

Management's response: 

No comment. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DISASTER RECOVERY/BUSINESS CONTINUITY 

13) ... 111forI11a_tj«:>11_Tec~ol9gy:!)Js#.s,!e1:S,ei;<!V:t!r.YL~!!~IJI.~§~ Conti#\!!~ 
Perform the following procedures, verbally discuss the results with management, and report 
"We performed the procedure and discussed the results witbman!}gemene': 

A. 
---- --~---' --··•·, ____ _, ___ -,• ,,_, - -- ····-·-- -- . ··--------------- ---· ····----~-~~---•··- ._---• ----- --- . --,.•-·-- ----·- '"" 

Obtain and inspect the entity's most recent documentation that it has backed up its critical data 
(if there is no written documentation, then inquire of personnel responsible for backing up 
critical data) and observe evidence that such backup.(a) occurred within the past\V.eek:,.(b) \V!IS 
I1otst()recl 011Jli,e g()\l~rI11Il.ent' s loc:al. ~eI"V_<;r gr 11etlvQ.rk:, !IIlQ(c:)iy_aJ e11c:ryptecl. 

Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the results with management. 

B. Obtain and inspect the entity's most recent docmnentation that it has tested/verified that its 
backups can be restored (if there is no written documentation, then inquire of personnel 
responsible for testing/verifying backup restoration) and observe_ (:Vidence that the 
test/ver-ifi cati()n w a~ s11ccessfill_l Y.I><;rf or:n!~.cl :..W:it)liIJ, 1:lie_p~§t. J_II1Qlltl!s, 

Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the results with management. 

-•-·•--••--•--"s· ,- •-•----- ______ ,, ___________ •-•- --•--~-------

C. Obtain a listing of the entity's computers currently in use and their related locations, and 
management's representation that the listing is complete. Randomly sele~t 5 computers and 
observe while management demonstrates that the selected computers have current and active 
antivirus software ancl that. the operating system ancl ~c:c:ounting syste!llS()ft\vare iJluse are 
C:UJielltjy_§llPPPrtecl,hy1:lie}'ellc!Rr! 
Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the results with management. 

D. Randomly select 5 terminated employees( or allt~rminafecl ~1Ilplo:yees}fl~ss,than5)lising the 
list of terminated employees obtained h1 PayroH ~df<?rs~.1111~1 J?l"OC~~ureJ~C. ()b~erve 
evid~nc~.tha.t. the selecte.c! .. teITillil_ated .. empl9yees li~v:e .. \i~<e!l.r_;;giqye_cl_. ()t;_Qi§.@l~Q • g()JI:l 1:liie 
network 

Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the results with management. 

K .· Using tli{s xandoriu)'.~elecfod e~pl6y[e~/0Ffic1a1s·fropf.ayt()1f~cl.E'efsoi)!ielpf()C:~11li"~#IQA; 
. obtain.· cybersecurity .. training< docmnentation .. •frpro/fuiw.lgement; 'and" ob'sefve•'1liat the 

' , · , :_: .\ ,, . : , . • :' •: .••, ·; ;'•!< ; ··, ,: : . ·· ·. '.;• .;,1t:•.;;;·'.· ·,·'.:( • .:' :. '. > · •, · T'.,i< '/>:) :;-,,:,,-k'>.c,;;:;~"i'· • ,):-1}<)"1-'_'.iL;(.:;'i;>:"i.,, ::;'. _;;;"(',hL.;_Y;,;..;'.•, •.'· /:;;\)•:;;'.:<,:',.'. ,; , . ' 
documentation demonstrates tliatl:liefollowing emploxees/offipalsv,1Waccess to the;,agency s 

, _ .· ; , .. :,_,: ·, .. ::._- ":·. ·:-- ;: '><'·/·- .'·•.•>:, .:<> 'i: :_· _,_.,,.:<• ,,,-, : '/.!.,,'-\ f_;,<:';,:i>,-:,:i,,:.:,.;'<,,'>-'·"·:•:":,,,·c:1,;/"l!-J.'_,:·'.:'."".' ,, __ n,-_,,,,. •J,1-, •-:<·_· •." · : 

informatioi;i •. tecli11ol9gy.·)1~set:, ;h1;1v,e•·•C?lilJ>leted··•cYb'\\_f,~11~i.!r.i.tx,•fr~~im!lgl.~j: reAJ!ifed-JiiLR•§.; 

<>'11'LcTMf9Jill• ~11$,~, 
Procedure Performed: We performed the procedures. 

Findings: Discussed the results with management. 
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PREVENTION OF SEXUAL HARRASSMENT 

- -~-- -"·---- ·--·--·---------~ 
14)l're,ye11tioci:1CJfSe,:xµllLl!aras~!Jle,11_t 

A. Using the 5 randomly selected employees/officials from Payroll and Personnel procedure 
#9A, obtain sexual harassment training documentation from management, and observe that 
the documentation demonstrates each employee/official completed at least one hour of 
sexualharassmenttraining during the cale11dar year as required.by R,~, 42:343. 

Procedure Performed: Obtained sexual harassment training documentation from 

management for the 5 randomly selected employees from procedure #9A and observed the 
documentation demonstrated each of the 5 employees completed at least one hour of sexual 
harassment training during the calendar year. 

Findings: Found the documentation demonstrates that 5 of the 5 selected employees 
completed at least one hour of sexual harassment training during the calendar year. 

B. Observe that the entity has p·osted its sexualharass:m.entpolicy· and complaint procedure 
on its website (or ina conspicuol!slocation on the entity's premises if the entity does not 
hav(: a ,vel:I~ite)j 

Procedure Performed: Observed the Council posted its sexual harassment policy and 

complaint procedure on its premises and website. 

Findings: Found the Council posted its sexual harassment policy and complaint procedure 
on its premises and website. 

c:·obtain the entity'sannual sexual harassment report fqr the current fiscal period, observ~ 
~hat the report :was dat.e? on9,rb.efore F (:C>rllary 1,_ajd ()Q§e,r:ye. tl:ilclt tb-e..r.~():rt includes the, 
applicable requirements,ofR;S: 42:344: 
! .. Number and percentage gfpll1:>lic s~rva~t:iilf,theagency 'NhO lia\Te CO!Ilple~e.cl tl:ie 

training requ4ements; _______________ _ 
ii.·· Number of sexual harassment complaints receive,d by.the, agency; ______ _ 
iii. Number of complaintswhlchre.sulted in a fin1ing th~t sexual ~arll§.Sillent<occurr~d; c-· 

iv .. Number .of .COinplai~ts ni_\Vltjgli j:lie fi11cljng ()t~e.l£ll11lli.fll'11,s_sII1c:gtresulted ig_g_i§ciplif.le. 
.· ... or c9rrectiye ~ctj9~; aµd 
y. .• AirJollilt()f fun~ it took' toresql V:e &h c()iliplailitd 
Procedure Performed: Obtained and read the Council's annual sexual harassment r~ort 

for the current fiscal period. 

Findings: Found the report dated January 8, 2025 contained all the applicable mformation 
requirements of R.S. 42:344. No complaints of sexual Harassment were received by the 

Council. 

Management's response: 
No comment. 
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