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Independent  Accountan t ' s  Rev iew Repor t

Allen Mosley
Webster Parish Coroner

Minden,  Louis iana

We have reviewed the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activit ies and the

major fund of the Webster Parish Coroner, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2023, and the

related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Coroner's basic financial

statements as listed in the table of contents. A review includes primarily applying analytical
procedures to management 's f inancial  data and making inquir ies of  management.  A review is

substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression of an opinion
regarding the financial statements as a whole. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in

accordance with accounting principles general ly accepted in the United States of America; this

includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation
and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement whether due to

fraud or error.

Accountant's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to conduct the review engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards

for  Account ing and Rev iew Serv ices promulgated by  the Account ing and Rev iew Serv ices

Committee of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the standards applicable to

review engagements contained in Government Audi t ing Standards,  issued by the Uni ted States

Comptroller General. Those standards require us to perform procedures to obtain limited assurance as
a basis for reporting whether we are aware of any material modifications that should be made to the

financial statements for them to be in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America. We believe that the results of our procedures provide a reasonable basis for

our conclusion.

We are required to be independent of the Webster Parish Coroner and to meet our other ethical

responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our review.

Accoun tan t ' s  Conc lus ion

Based on our review, we are not aware of any material modif ications that should be made to the

accompanying financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with accounting principles

generally accepted in the United States of America.
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Other Matter Paragraphs

Supplementary Information

The accompanying schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to the agency head is

presented for purposes of addit ional analysis and is not a required part of the basic f inancial

statements. The information is the representation of management. We have reviewed the information

and, based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the

information in order for it to be in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America. We have not audited the supplementary information and, accordingly, do

not express an opinion on such information.

The accompanying justice system funding schedule is presented for purposes of additional analysis
and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The information is the representation of

management. We have reviewed the information and, based on our review, we are not aware of any

material modifications that should be made to the information in order for it to be in accordance with

the reporting framework prescribed by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:515.2 and the Louisiana
Legislative Auditor. We have not audited the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not

express an opinion on such information.

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the following
supplementary information on page 18 be presented to supplement the basic financial statements:

Budgetary Comparison Schedule

Such information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial

reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or
historical context. This information is the responsibility of management. We have reviewed the
information and, based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be

made to the information in order for it to be in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America. We have not audited the information and, accordingly, do

not express an opinion on such information.

Management has omitted the Management Discussion and Analysis that accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic
financial statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements,

is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part
of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational,

economic, or historical context.

Wise Martin & Cole LLC
Minden, LA

June 28, 2024
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B A S I C  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S



S T A T E M E N T  A

W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Statement of Net Posit ion

December 31, 2023

A S S E T S

Cash $ 29,431

Due from other governments 18,274

Prepaid

T O T A L  A S S E T S

N E T  P O S I T I O N

Unrestr ic ted

TOTAL NET POSITION $ 50,705

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.
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Governmen ta l

Ac t i v i t i e s

3,00
50,705

50,705



Funct ion /Programs

Governmental activity:
Health and welfare

Change in net position

Net position - beginning

S T A T E M E N T  B

W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Statement  of  Act iv i t ies

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Program revenues

Operating
grants  and Governmenta lCharges

f o r  se rv i ces  con t r i bu t i ons ac t i v i t i es

Net (expense)
r e v e n u e  a n d

change in

net  pos i t ion

E x p e n s e s

$ (275,662)  $  158,413 $ 109,682 $ (7,567

(7,567)

Net position - ending
$ 50,70

58,272

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.
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S T A T E M E N T  C

W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Balance Sheet -  Governmental  Fund

D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,

General

F u n

ASSETS

C a s $ 29,431

Due from other governments 18,274

TOTAL ASSETS 47,70

F U N D  B A L A N C E

Unassigned 47,705

TOTAL FUND BALANCE $ 47,705

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.
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W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden,  Louis iana

Reconci l iat ion of the Governmental  Fund

Balance Sheet to the Government-wide

Statement of Net Position

December 31, 2023

7

Fund Balance - Governmental Fund (Statement C) $ 47,705

Prepayments are not financial resources; therefore, are not

reported in the governmental fund. 3,000

Net Position of Governmental Activities (Statement A) $ 50,705

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.

S T A T E M E N T  D



W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Governmental  Fund

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
and Changes in Fund Balance

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

R E V E N U E S

Charges for services $ 158,412
Intergovernmental:

Webster Parish Police Jury 108,027
Webster Parish Sheriff 1,655

T O T A L  R E V E N U E S 268,094

S T A T E M E N T  E

EXPENDITURES
Health and welfare:

Contract labor 240,608

6,655Office expense

Travel expense 20,898

Telephon
T O T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S 271,661

Excess of revenues over expenditures

F U N D  B A L A N C E  -  B E G I N N I N G 51,272

F U N D  B A L A N C E  -  E N D I N G $ 47,70

3 , 5 0

(3,567)

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.
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STATEMENT F  .

W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
and Changes in Fund Balance of the Governmental Fund

to the Government-wide Statement of Activit ies

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Net Change in Fund Balance - Governmental Fund (Statement E) $ (3,567)

Some expenses reported in the Statement of Activities do not require

the use of current financial resources; therefore, are not reported as

expenditures in governmental funds. (4,000)

Changes in Net Position of Governmental Activities (Statement B) $  ( 7 , 5 6 7 )

See accompanying notes and accountants' report.
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W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

I N T R O D U C T I O N

The authority for the Webster Parish Coroner's Office (Coroner) is provided under Article V, Section
29 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974.

The Webster Parish Coroner is elected by the voters of Webster Parish for a term of four years. The
Webster Parish Coroner determines the manner and cause of death for those cases that fall within its

jurisdiction. The Coroner's Office orders autopsies and issues death certificates. It also evaluates the

mentally ill and the chemically dependent and determines the appropriate action for these persons.

1 .  S U M M A R Y  O F  S I G N I F I C A N T  A C C O U N T I N G  P O L I C I E S

A .  B A S I S  O F  P R E S E N T A T I O N

The accompanying basic financial statements of the Coroner have been prepared in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAP) as applied to
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted
standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

B .  R E P O R T I N G  E N T I T Y

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) statements establish criteria for determining the

governmental reporting entity and component units which should be included within the reporting
entity. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is
financial accountability. Oversight responsibility is determined on the basis of appointment of
governing body, ability to significantly influence operations, accountability for fiscal matters, and the
nature and significance of an organization's relationship with the primary government.

Based on the foregoing criteria, the Webster Parish Coroner's office financial statements include all

governmental activities and funds that are controlled by the Coroner as an independently elected
parish official. As an independently elected parish official, the Coroner is solely responsible for the

operations of his office. Accordingly, the Coroner's office is a separate governmental reporting

entity

The Webster Coroner has reviewed its activities and determined that there are no potential component
units that should be included in its financial statements.

C .  B A S I C  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S

The Coroner's basic financial statements include both government-wide (reporting the Coroner as a
whole) and fund financial statements (reporting the Coroner's major fund). Both the government-
wide and fund financial statements categorize primary activities as either governmental or business-
type. The Coroner's General fund is classified as governmental activit ies. The Coroner has no

business-type activities.
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W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

Government-wide statements

The government-wide financial statements include the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of
Activities. The government-wide statements report information on all of the nonfiduciary activities
of the Webster Parish Coroner.

The Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function
or segment are offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly identifiable with

a specific function or segment. Program revenues include 1) charges for services, which are revenues

from the public who use or directly benefit from goods, services, or privileges provided by a given
function or segment and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or
capital requirements of a particular function or segment. Taxes and other items not properly included
among program revenues are reported instead as general revenues.

Program revenues - Program revenues included in the Statement of Activities are derived directly
from parties outside the Coroner's taxpayers or citizenry, as a whole; program revenues reduce the
cost of the function to be financed form the Coroner's general revenues.

Revenues are derived primarily from charges for services and operating grants from the Webster
Parish Police Jury.

Allocation of indirect expense - Webster Coroner reports all direct expenses by function in the
Statement of Activities. Indirect expenses not allocated to functions are reported separately in the
Statement of Activit ies.

F u n d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s

The Coroner uses funds to maintain its financial records during the year. Fund accounting is designed
to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid management by segregating transactions related to certain
functions and activities.

Governmental funds account for all of the Coroner's general activities. Expendable assets are
assigned to the various governmental funds according to the purposes for which they may be used.
Current liabilities are assigned to the fund from which they will be paid. The difference between a
governmental fund's assets and deferred outflows of resources, and liabilities and deferred inflows of
resources is reported as fund balance. In general, fund balance represents the accumulated expendable
resources which may be used to finance future period programs or operations of the Coroner. The
following is the Coroner's major governmental fund:

1. General fund - the primary operating fund of the Coroner and it accounts for all financial
transactions and resources.

1



W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden,  Louis iana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

D.  BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The government-wide financial statements are reported using the economic resources measurement

focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when earned and expenses are

recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Revenues,
expenses, gains, losses, assets, liabilities, deferred outflow and inflows of resources resulting from
nonexchange transactions are recognized in accordance with the requirements of GASB Statement

No. 33, "Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonexchange Transactions."

Governmen ta l  f und  f i nanc ia l  s ta temen ts  a re  repo r ted  us ing  the  cu r ren t  f i nanc ia l  resources

measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized as soon as
they are both measurable and available. Revenues are considered to be available when they are

collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period.
For this purpose, the government considers revenues to be available if they are collected within 30
days of the end of the current fiscal period. Although most expenditures are recorded when a liability
is incurred as under accrual accounting, the measurement focus of a governmental fund significantly
affects what items are to be considered expenditures in the governmental fund. Expenditures are
recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, except for unmatured principal and interest on
long-term debt which is recognized when due. Compensated absences and claims and judgements are
recorded in governmental funds if claims are due and payable.

E. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

The Coroner has defined cash and cash equivalents to include demand deposits. Cash equivalents
include amounts in time deposits and investments with original maturities of 90 days or less.

F .  I N V E S T M E N T S

Under state law, the Coroner may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates of

deposit, and may deposit funds with state banks organized under Louisiana law, any other state of the
United States, or under the laws of the United States.

G .  A C C O U N T S  R E C E I V A B L E

In the government-wide statements, receivables consist of all revenues earned at year-end and not yet
received. No allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable is established, since all receivables are

determined to be 100% collectible.

H .  P R E P A I D  E X P E N S E S

Certain payments to vendors reflect costs applicable to future accounting periods and are recorded as

prepaid items in government-wide financial statements.

1



W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

I .  C A P I T A L  A S S E T S

Capital assets, which include property, plant and equipment, are reported as governmental activities
in the government-wide financial statements. Capital assets are capitalized at historical cost or

estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Donated assets are recorded as capital assets at their
acquisition value at the date of donation. The Coroner maintains a threshold level of $5,000 or more

for capitalizing capital assets. Major outlays for capital assets and improvements are capitalized as
projects are constructed. The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value to
of fixed assets or materially extend useful lives are not capitalized. All capital assets, other than land,
are depreciated using the straight-line method over the following estimated useful lives:

Furniture and fixtures

Vehicles
Equipment

5 - 15 years

5 - 10 years

5 - 15 years

As of December 31, 2023, there were no capital assets exceeding the threshold level of

J .  D E F E R R E D  O U T F L O W S / I N F L O W S  O F  R E S O U R C E S

In addition to assets, the financial statements will sometimes report a separate section for deferred
outflows of resources. This separate financial statement element, deferred outflows of resources,
represents a consumption of net position that applies to a future period(s) and so will not be
recognized as an outflow of resources (expenses/expenditure) until then. The Coroner has no items

that qualify for reporting in this category.

In addition to liabilities, the financial statements will sometimes report a separate section for deferred
inflows of resources. This separate financial statement element, deferred inflows of resources,
represents an acquisit ion of net posit ion that applies to a future period(s) and so wil l  not be

recognized as an inflow of resources (revenues) until that time. The Coroner has no items that qualify
for reporting in this category.

K.  COMPENSATED ABSENCES

The Coroner has no employees, and therefore, does not maintain a formal vacation and sick leave

policy.

L .  RESTRICTED NET POSIT ION

For the government-wide Statement of Net Position, net position reported as restricted if either of the

following conditions exists:

. Restrictions are externally imposed by creditors (such as debt covenants), grantors,
contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments;

. Restrictions imposed by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.

1



WEBSTER PARISH CORONER

Minden, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Coroner's policy to use
restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources when expenses are incurred for a purpose for

which both restricted and unrestricted net position are available.

As of December 31, 2023, and for the year then ended, the Coroner did not have net position

restricted by enabling legislation.

M. FUND EQUITY IN FUND BALANCE STATEMENTS

Fund balance is reported in the following categories:

Nonspendable: Fund balance that is not in spendable form or legally or contractually required to be
maintained intact. This category includes items that are not easily converted to cash such as
inventories and prepaid items.

Restricted: Fund balance that can be spent only for specific purposes stipulated by constitution,
external resource providers, or through enabling legislation.

Committed: Fund balance that can only be used for specific purposes determined by the highest
level of decision-making authority. The Coroner is the highest level of decision-making authority,
and commitment may be established, modified, or rescinded only as approved by the Coroner.
Committed amounts cannot be used for any other purpose unless the Coroner removes or changes the
specified use by taking the same actions employed when the funds were initially committed.

Assigned: Fund balance that is constrained by the Coroner's intent to be used for specific purposes
but is neither restricted or committed. The intent is expressed by the Coroner.

Unassigned: Fund balance that is the residual classification for the General fund. Funds that are
available for any purpose, positive amounts are reported only in the General fund.

The Coroner reduces committed amounts, followed by assigned amounts, and then unassigned
amounts when expenditures are incurred for purposes for which amounts in any of those unrestricted
fund balance classifications could be used. The Coroner considers restricted amounts to have been
spent when expenditure has been incurred for purposes for which both restricted and unrestricted fund

balances are available.

N .  E S T I M A T E S

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted
in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the

date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

14



W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

2 .  B U D G E T S

Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1303 requires the Coroner to adopt a budget for its General fund. The
budget was prepared on the cash basis of accounting. The authority to amend the budget lies with the

Coroner. Appropriations lapse at year-end.

The revenues and expenditures shown on page 8 are reconciled with the amounts reflected on the

budgetary comparison schedule on page 18 as follows:

Excess of revenues over expenditures, GAAP basis $ (3,567)

Adjustments:
Increase in accounts receivable (3,311)

Excess of revenues over expenditures, budget- cash basis $ (6,878)

3. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

At December 31, 2023, the carrying amount of the Coroner's deposits was $29,431.

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit
insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are
held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually

acceptable to both parties.

Custodial Credit Risk - Deposits: At December 31, 2023, the Coroner bank balances of $35,943

are secured by federal deposit insurance.

The Coroner has not formally adopted a deposit or investment policy that limits the government's

allowable deposits or investments and addresses custodial credit or interest rate risks.

4 .  D U E  F R O M  O T H E R  G O V E R N M E N T S

Amounts due from other governments as of December 31, 2023 was $18,274. No allowance for

doubtful accounts was established as the full amount is expected to be collected.
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WEBSTER PARISH CORONER

Minden,  Lou is iana

Notes to the Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023

5 .  O N - B E H A L F  P A Y M E N T S  F O R  B E N E F I T S

In accordance with Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 24, the Webster

Parish Coroner reports on-behalf salary payments made by the Webster Parish Police Jury to the
Coroner. The Webster Parish Police Jury made on-behalf payments of $6,000 for the year ended

December 31, 2023.

6 .  L I T I G A T I O N  A N D  C L A I M S

The Coroner was not involved in any litigation as of December 31, 2023, nor was it aware of any

unasserted claims.

7 .  S U B S E Q U E N T  E V E N T S

Subsequent events have been evaluated through June 28, 2024. This date represents the date the

financial statements were available to be issued.

16



1

REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION



Schedule 1

WEBSTER PARISH CORONER

Minden, Louisiana

General Fund

B u d g e t a r y  C o m p a r i s o n
For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Budgeted Amounts

Origina Fina l

V a r i a n c e

Pos i t i ve

(Nega t i ve )

Actual

(Cash basis)

R E V E N U E S

C h a r g e s  f o r
Intergovernmental:

Webster Parish Police Jury

Webster Parish Sheriff

T O T A L  R E V E N U E S 238,75

$ 131,000 $  131,000 $  151,536 $ 20,536

106,15

1 ,60

106,150 111,715

1,60 1,532

238,750 264,783

5,565

( 6
26,033

E X P E N D I T U R E S

Health and welfare:

Contract labor

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 275,198

246,000 246,000 240,608

6,655 1,543Office expense 8,198

Travel expense 18,000 20,898

Telephon 3,000

8,198

18,000

3,000 3,500

275,198 271,661

5,39

(2,898)

(500

3,537

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over

expenditures (36,448) (36,448) (6,878 29,570

Fund balance - beginning 36,309 36,309 36,309

Fund balance (deficit) - ending $ (139) $ £ (139) $  2 9 , 4 3 1 $ 29,570

1



S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N



W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Schedule 2

Schedule of Compensation, Benefits and Other Payments to Agency Head

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Purpose

2

Amounts paid by the Webster Parish Police Jury

directly to the Webster Parish Coroner:

Salar $ 6,000

Amounts paid by the Webster Parish Coroner:

Contract labor 44,310

Mileage 10

Reimbursements 1,024

D u e s 3 5

Allen

Mosley



WEBSTER PARISH CORONER

Minden,  Louis iana

Justice System Funding Schedule - Receiving Entity

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

F i rs t  S i x

M o n t h  P e r i o d

E n d e d

6/30/2023Cash Basis Presentat ion

Receipts From:

Webster Parish Sheriff - Criminal Court Costs/Fees

Subtotal Receipts

2

$ 852 $ 6 8

$ 8 5 $ 680

Schedule 3

Second S ix

M o n t h  P e r i o d

E n d e d

12/31 /2023

Ending Balance of Amounts Assessed but Not Received
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I N D E P E N D E N T  A C C O U N T A N T S '  R E P O R T

O N  A P P L Y I N G  A G R E E D - U P O N  P R O C E D U R E S

To the Webster Parish Coroner and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor:

We have performed the procedures enumerated below on the Coroner's compliance with certain laws

and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire during the fiscal
year ended December 31, 2023, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana

Governmental Audit Guide. The Coroner's management is responsible for its financial records and

compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

The Coroner has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures performed are appropriate to meet
the intended purpose of the engagement, which is to perform specified procedures on the Coroner's
compliance with the laws and regulat ions contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestat ion

Quest ionnaire during the f iscal  year ended December 31, 2023. Addit ional ly,  the Louisiana

Legislative Auditor has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures performed are appropriate
for its purposes. This report may not be suitable for any other purpose. The procedures performed
may not address all the items of interest to a user of this report and may not meet the needs of all

users of this report and, as such, users are responsible for determining whether the procedures

performed are appropriate for their purposes.

The procedures and associated findings are as follows:

Public Bid Law

1. Obtain documentation for all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies
exceeding $60,000, and public works exceeding $250,000. Compare the documentation for these

expenditures to Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 39:1551-39:1755 (the state procurement code);
R.S. 38:2211-2296 (the public bid law), or the regulations of the Division of Administration and
the State Purchasing Office, whichever is applicable; and report whether the expenditures were

made in accordance with these laws.

We observed no expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $60,000

or public works exceeding $250,000 that would be subject to provisions.

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees

2. Obtain a list of the immediate family members of each board member as defined by R.S.

42:1101-1124 (the ethics law).

Management provided us with the requested information for the Coroner.

23



3. Obtain a list of all employees paid during the fiscal year.

Not applicable, the Webster Parish Coroner does not have employees.

4. Report whether any employees' names appear on both lists obtained in Procedures 2 and 3.

Not applicable, the Webster Parish Coroner does not have employees.

5. Obtain a list of all disbursements made during the year; and a list of outside business interests of

board members, employees, and board members' and employees' immediate families. Report

whether any vendors appear on both lists.

No vendors appeared on both l ists other than payments to the Coroner for his services or

reimbursements for expenditures purchased for his office during the year.

Budgeting

6. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments.

Management provided us with a copy of the original budget. Management represented that there

were no amendments during the year.

7. Trace documentation for the adoption of the budget and approval of any amendments to the

minute book, and report whether there are any exceptions.

Exception: The Coroner did not provide documentation for the adoption of the budget and also

reported a budgeted a deficit of

Management response: Future budgets will include a letter signed by the Coroner which will

serve as the budget instrument for adoption and will be reviewed to ensure that it does not budget

a deficit.

8. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures.
Report whether actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 5% or more, and whether

actual expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by 5% or more. (For agencies that must comply
with the Licensing Agency Budget Act only, compare the expenditures of the final budget to
actual expenditures, and report whether actual expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by 10%

or more per category or 5% or more in total).

No exceptions.

Accounting and Reporting

9.  Obta in  the  l i s t  o f  a l l  d isbursements  made dur ing  the  f i sca l  year .  Randomly  se lec t  s ix

disbursements, and obtain documentation from management for these disbursements. Compare

the selected disbursements to the supporting documentation, and:
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The Coroner provided a list of all disbursements made during the fiscal year and provided

documentation for the six selected disbursements.

a) Report whether the six disbursements agree to the amount and the payee in the supporting

documentat ion.

Each of the six selected disbursements agreed with the amount and payee in the supporting

documenta t ion .

b) Report whether the six disbursements were coded to the correct fund and general ledger

a c c o u n t .

Each of the six selected disbursements were properly coded to the correct fund and general

ledger account.

c)
Report whether the six disbursements were approved in accordance with management's

policies and procedures.

Chief Deputy asserts that she has the authority to approve invoices. All checks for

disbursements were signed by the Chief Deputy. We also noted that the Coroner signs a

monthly approval of transactions and checks written each month. No written policy

provided.

Management response: We will draft a written policy to address disbursements.

Meetings

10. Obtain evidence from management to support that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute

book were posted or advertised as required by R.S. 42:11 through 42:28 (the open meetings law);

and report whether there are any exceptions.

Not applicable, the Coroner is not required to hold open meetings and keep public minutes.

Deb t

11. Obtain bank deposit slips for the fiscal year, and scan the deposit slips in order to identify and
report whether there are any deposits that appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like
indebtedness. If any such proceeds are identified, obtain from management evidence of approval

by the State Bond Commission, and report any exceptions.

We scanned copies of all bank deposit slips for the fiscal year, and noted no deposits which

appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness.

Advances and Bonuses

12. Obtain the l ist of payrol l  disbursements and meeting minutes of the governing board, i f

app l i cab le .  Scan  these  documen ts  to  i den t i f y  and  repo r t  whe the r  the re  a re  any  paymen ts  o r

approval of payments to employees that may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts.
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Not applicable, the Webster Parish Coroner does not have employees.

State Audit  Law

13. Report whether the agency provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S. 24:513.

The Coroner provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S. 24:513.

14. Inquire of management and report whether the agency entered into any contracts that util ized

state funds as defined in R.S. 39:72.1 A. (2); and that were subject to the public bid law (R.S.

38:2211, et seq.), while the agency was not in compliance with R.S. 24:513 (the audit law).

Not applicable, the Coroner provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S. 24:513.

Prior-Year Comments

15. Obtain and report management's representation as to whether any prior-year suggestions,

exceptions, recommendations, and/or comments have been resolved.

Management represents that they are aware that no changes have been made to address the lack

of segregation finding from prior year's report ..

We were engaged by the Coroner to perform this agreed-upon procedures engagement and conducted
our engagement in  accordance wi th at testat ion standards establ ished by the Amer ican Inst i tu te of

Certified Public Accountants, and the standards applicable to attestation engagements contained in
Government Audit ing Standards, issued by the United States Comptroller General. We were not

engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review engagement, the objective of which would

be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on the Coroner's compliance with the
foregoing mat ters .  Accord ing ly ,  we do not  express such an op in ion or  conc lus ion.  Had we

performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have

been reported to you.
We are required to be independent of the Coroner and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in

accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our agreed-upon procedures engagement.

This report is intended solely to describe the scope of testing performed on the Coroner's compliance
with certain laws and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire,
as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, and
the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on control or compliance. Accordingly, this
report is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is

distributed by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor as a public document.

Wise Martin & Cole LLC
Minden, LA
June 28, 2024

A T T A C H M E N T S :
SIGNED LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE
(For Attestation Engagements of Governmental Agencies)

2 /28 /24 ( D a t e

Wise, Martin + Cole LLC (CPA Firm Name)

601  Ma in  S t . (CPA Firm Address)

Minden ,  LA  71055 (C i ty ,  S ta te

In connection with your engagement to apply agreed-upon procedures to the control and
matters identified below, as of 12/31/23 (date) and for the year then ended, and as

required by Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit
make the following representations to you.

Public Bid Law

It is true that we have complied with the state procurement code (R.S. 39:1551 - 39:1755);
law (R.S. 38:2211-2296), and, where applicable, the regulations of the Division of
State Purchasing Office.

Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A [ ]

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees

It is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a
loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1101-

Yes [ ] NO [ ] NA[ ]

It is true that no member of the immediate family of any member of the governing authority, or the
executive of the governmental entity, has been employed by the governmental entity after April 1,
1 9 8 0 ,under circumstances that would constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1119.

Yes [V] No [ ] N/A[ ]

Budgetin
We have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (R.S.
39:1301-15), R.S. 39:33, or the budget requirements of R.S. 39:1331-1342, as applicable.

Yes [V] No [ ] N/A[ ]

Accounting and Reporting
All non-exempt governmental records are available as a public record and have been retained for at least

three years, as required by R.S. 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36.
Yes []' No [ ] N/A[ ]

We have filed our annual financial statements in accordance with R.S. 24:514, and 33:463 where

applicable.
Yes [ No [ ] N/A[ ]

We have had our financial statements reviewed in accordance with R.S.
Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A [

We did not enter into any contracts that utilized state funds as defined in R.S. 39:72.1 A. (2); and that

were subject to the public bid law (R.S. 38:2211, et seq.), while the agency was not in compliance
R.S. 24:513 (the audit law).

Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A [ ]

We have complied with R.S. 24:513 A. (3) regarding disclosure of compensation,
benefits and other payments to the agency head, political subdivision head, or chief

Yes [ No [ ] N/A[ ]
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We have complied with R.S. 24:515.2 regarding reporting of pre- and post- adjudication court
and fees assessed or imposed; the amounts collected; the amounts outstanding; the
the amounts disbursed, and the amounts received from

Yes [V] No [ ] N/A [ ]

Meetings

We have complied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in R.S.

Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A []

Debt

It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to
in the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase
without the approval of the State Bond Commission, as provided by Article VII, Section
Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and R.S.
1410.65

Yes [VY NO [ ] NIA [ ]

Advances and Bonuses

It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, R.S. 14:138, and AG opinion 79-

Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A [ ]

P r i o r - Y e a r

We have resolved all prior-year recommendations and/or
Yes [ No [ ] N/A[ ]

General

We acknowledge that we are responsible for the Agency's compliance with the foregoing laws and

regulations and the internal controls over compliance with such laws and regulations.

Yes [V] No [ ] N/A[ ]

We acknowledge that we are responsible for determining that that the procedures performed are
appropriate for the purposes of this engagement.

Yes [ X No [ ] N/A[ ]

We have evaluated our compliance with these laws and regulations prior to making
representatio

Yes [ ] No [ ] N/A[ ]

We have provided you with all relevant information and access under the terms of our agreement.

Yes [ V] No [ ] NA[ ]

We have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g

Yes [ Y No [ ] N/A[ ]

We are not aware of any material misstatements in the information we have provided

Yes [ No [ ] N/A[ ]

We have disclosed to you any communications from regulatory agencies, internal auditors, other
independent practitioners or consultants, and others concerning noncompliance with the foregoing
and regulations, including communications received during the period under examination; and will
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to you any such communication received between the end of the period under examination
your report.

Yes [V] No [ ]

We will disclose to you, the Legislative Auditor, and the applicable state grantor
known noncompliance and other events subsequent to the date of this representation
your report that could have a material effect on our compliance with laws and regulations
controls with such laws and regulations, or would require adjustment or
agreed-upon procedures.

Yes [ No [ ] N/A [

The previous responses have been made to the best of our belief and

Christe Cx - chief deputy corner

:  A l l e

Secretar
2 / 2 8 / 2 4

Treasur

President 2 / 2 8 / 2 4

Date

Dat

D a t
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W E B S T E R  P A R I S H  C O R O N E R

Minden, Louisiana

Schedule of Current Year Findings

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

2023-01 Lack of segregation of duties.

Criteria: Proper internal control requires segregation of duties. An adequate system of
internal accounting controls provides for the segregation of duties of employees such that no

one employee is in a position to both initiate and approve transactions.

Condition: Due to the size of the office and the limited personnel, the Coroner's office does
not have adequate segregation of duties regarding its accounting and reporting system to

maintain a complete system of internal control. One person is responsible for invoicing
services, collecting payments, preparing deposits, recording activity, receiving and

reconcil ing bank statements.

Cause: The Coroner's office staff consist of a limited number of individuals and therefore it

is not feasible to maintain an adequate segregation of duties.

Effect: Intentional or unintentional errors could be made and not be detected.

Recommendation: The Coroner's office should implement checks and balances to mitigate
this issue. Although it may not be practical to segregate duties due to limited personnel, the
Coroner should continue to be involved with oversight of the accounting function to

minimize the risks from the lack of segregation of duties.

Management's response: Management is aware of the problem with segregation of duties
but believes it is not cost beneficial to hire more staff to help with these functions. The

Coroner will continue to be involved with daily oversight.
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WEBSTER PARISH CORONER

Minden, Louisiana

Schedule of Prior Year Findings

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

2022-01 Lack of segregation of duties.

Status: Unresolved - see 2023-01
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