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B ergeron &  L anaux 
--  CERTIFIED PUI:ILIC A CCOUNTANTS ---  

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT 

The Honorable Jerry L. Larpenter 
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff as 
Ex-O fficio Tax Collector 
Houm a. Louisiana 

CLAUDE E. ]}ERGERON, CPA 
TIIOMAS J. LANAUX, CPA 

M ICIIAEL 1). BERGERON, CPA 

W e have audited the accom panying statem ent of collections, distributions, and unsettled 

balances of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff for the 
year ended June 30, 1999 as listed in the table of contents. This financial statement is the 
responsibility of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statem ent based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
G overnm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. 
Those standards require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about w hether the financial statem ent is free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial 
statem ent. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described m ore fully in Note 1, the accom panying statem ent presents inform ation only on 

the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statement of collections, 
distributions, and unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting w hich 
is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the accom panying financial statem ent referred to above presents fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector 
Fund of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 1999 on the basis of 
accounting described in Note 1. 

n accordance with G overnm ent Auditina Standards we have also issued our report dated 
Septem ber 29, 1999 on our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund's internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, 
contracts and grants 

Septem ber 29, 1999 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH SHERIFF 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Houm a, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions and Unsettled Balances 
Year Ended June 30. 1999 

Unsettled balances, June 30. 1998 

Collections: 
Ad valorem taxes 
Sporting licenses 
Parish licenses 
Interest earned on: 

Delinquent taxes 
Deposits of taxes, licenses, etc. 

State revenue sharing 
Federal refuge revenue sharing 
Tax notices, etc. 
Refunds and redem ptions 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission's com m ission 

Total collections 

Tota 

Distributions: 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife 

and Fisheries 
Atchafalaya Levee District 
Terrebonne Parish: 

Consolidated G overnm ent 
School Board 
Sheriff-Law Enforcem ent Tax 
Sheriff-Com m issions 
Fire districts 
W aterworks district 
Assessm ent district 
Recreation districts 

Refunds and redem ptions 
Pension funds 

Louisiana Tax Com m ission's com m ission 
Total distributions 

Unsettled balances at June 30, 1999 

See accom panying notes to financial statem ent 

3 

$ 143,342 

30,004,745 
530,822 
197,779 

36,797 
55,244 

2,054,920 
5,643 
31,132 
111,686 
6.204 

33.034.972 

$ 33,178,314 

436,140 
1.413.430 

17,049,442 
5,654,531 
2,260,985 
425,547 

1,047,219 
5 

584,591 
2,129,027 
109,936 
853,030 
6.205 

31.970,088 

$ 1,208,226 



TERREBO NNE PARISH SHERIFF 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ent 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff is 
the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and 
distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue 
sharing funds, and sporting licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be 
audited annually. Accordingly, the accom panying statem ent reflects financial activity of 
the Sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Am ounts included 
in this report are also included, as a agency fund, in the Sheriffs annual general purpose 

financial statem ents. 

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections im posed by law , 
distributions pursuant to such law , and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and 
others. The accom panying financial statem ent has been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting, w ith collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when 
paid. 

State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank dom iciled in the parish 
w here the funds are collected. At June 30, 1999, the Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits 

(book balances) totaling $1,208,226, representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit 
balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1999 of $1,335,498 are secured by $667,176 of 
federal deposit insurance and $668,322 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank 
in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 



TERREBO NNE PARISH SHERIFF 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ent. Continued 

State Revenue Sharina Funds 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1220 of 1995 received during the year were 
allocated am ong the taxing bodies as follow s: 

Terrebonne Parish: 
Consolidated G overnm ent 

Sheriff 
School Board 
Recreation districts 
Fire districts 

Pension Funds 

Tota 

Unsettled Balances 

$ 2,054,920 

The unsettled cash balance of $1,208,226 at June 30, 1999 consists of $1,103,291 in 
taxes, $98,148 in sporting licenses and $6,787 in tax notices, interest on deposits, etc. 
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B ergeron &  L anaux 
--  CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCOUNTANTS --  

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

CI.AUDE E. BERGERON, CPA 
TIIOMAS J. LANAUX, CPA 

M ICIIAEL 1). [~ERGERON, CPA 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L 
OVER FINANCIAL REPO RTING BASED ON AN AUDIT O F FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
PERFO RM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Jerry L. Larpenter 
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff as 

Ex-O fficio Tax Collector 
Houm a. Louisiana 

W e have audited the statem ent of collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax 

Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended 
June 39, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated Septem ber 29, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in _

G overnm ent Auditinq Standards, issued 
by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Tax Collector Fund financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could 
have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of 
our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under G overnm enta 
Auditinq Standards. 

nternal Control O ver Financial Reuortina 

In planning and perform ing our audit of the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Fund for 
the year ended June 30, 1999, w e considered the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff's internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the 
internal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to 

AMERICAN INS'I ITUI E OF CERTIFIED PUBI,IC ACCOUNTAN'I S --- M EMBERS --- SOCII~-TY OF I,OIJISIANA CERTIFIED PI.II~I.IC ACCOUNTANTS 



the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that w e consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff and the Legislative 
Auditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone 
other than these specified parties. 

Septem ber 29, 1999 



TERREBO NNE PARISH SHERIFF AS EX-O FFICIO TAX COLLECTO R 
SCHEDULE O F FINDING S AND Q UESTIO NED CO STS 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W e have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) financial statement for the Terrebonne 
Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon 
dated Septem ber 29, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent 
Auditinq Standards issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. O ur audit of the 
financial statem ents as of June 30, 1999 resulted in an unqualified opinion. W e did not issue 
a separate m anagem ent letter as a result of this engagem ent. 

Section I Sum m ary of A uditor's Reports 

a. Report on Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

b 

c 

nternal Control: 
M aterial W eakness 

Reportable Conditions 

Yes 

Yes 

XX No 

XX No 

Com pliance: 
C om pliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents Yes XX No 

Federal Aw ards - Not applicable, there were none 

dentification of Major Programs - Not applicable, there were none 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 
There w ere none. 

Section III Federal Aw ard Findings and Q uestioned Costs 
Not Applicable. 



TERR EBO NNE PA RISH SHERIFF AS EX-O FFIC IO TAX CO LLECTO R 
SCHEDULE O F PRIO R YEAR FINDING S 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

SECTIO N I INTERNA L CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE M ATERIA L TO THE FINANCIAL 
STATEM ENTS 

There w ere none for the year ended June 30, 1998 

SECTIO N II INTERNA L CO NTRO L A ND CO M PLIA NCE M ATERIA L TO FEDERA L 
AW A R DS 

Not applicable 

SECTIO N III M A NA G EM ENT LETTER 

No m anagem ent letter w as issued for the year ended June 30, 1998 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH SHERIFF AS EX-O FFICIO TAX CO LLECTO R 
M ANAG EM ENT'S CO RRECTIV E ACTIO N PLAN 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

SECTIO N I INTERNA L CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE M ATERIA L TO THE FINA NCIAL 
STATEM ENT 

No findings w ere reported w hich require a response from m anagem ent 

SECTIO N II INTERNA L CO NTRO L A ND CO M PLIA NCE M ATERIA L TO FEDERA L 
AW A RDS 

Not applicable 

SECTIO N III M A NA G EM ENT LETTER 

No m anagem ent letter was issued 


