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hldel)endent Auditor's Report 

ltonorable Charles L. "Chuck" Cook 
O uachita Parish Sheriff 
M onroe, l,ouisiana 

] have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Ouachita l'arish Sheriff, 
a com ponent unit of the Ouachita Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1999, and for the 
year theu ended, as listed ill the table of contents. These general purpose financial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the O uachita Parish Sheriff 's m anagem em . M y 
responsibility Js to express an opinion on these geuel'al purpose financial statem ents 
based on m y audit. 

l conducted uly audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtaiu reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are flee of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagen~ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. 1 
believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opiuion. 

Ill m y opinion, tile general purpose financial statelncuts referred to above pJ'cscnl 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the O uachita Parish Sheriff as 
of June 30, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
coufornfity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents, taken as a whole. The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed 
in the table of contents are prcscnted for the purpose of additional analysis and are not 
a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the Ouachita l'arish 
Sheriff . Such inform ation, except for the schedule oil the year 2000 issue which is 

marked uuaudited, has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is fairly presented in 
all m aterial respects ill relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a 
whole. 



OUACIIITA I'ARISII SItERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor' s Report, 
June 30. 1999 

The year 2000 supplem em ary inform ation oll page 26 is supplem entary inform ation required by tile 
Governm ental Accounting S~andards Board. I have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted 
principally of inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of tilt 
Year 2000 supplem entary inform ation. H owever, I did not audit the inform ation and do nol express an 
opinion on it. In addition, 1 do not provide assurance that the Ouachita Parish Sheriff is or will be year 
2000 com pliant, that the Ouachita Parish Sheriff 's rem ediation efforts will be successful in whole o1 in 
part, or that parties w ith which the Ouachita Parish Sheriff dots business are or w ill becom e year 2000 
com pliant. 

As discussed in note 10, the Ouachita Parish Sheriff is a defendant in several lawsuits. The ultim ate 
outcom e ofthc litigation for all suits cannot presently be determ ined. Accordingly, 11o provisiou for any 

liability that may result upon adjudication has been made in the accompanying general purpose financial 
slalenlenls. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued a report dated Decem ber 21
, 

1999, on m y consideration of tile Ouachita Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting and 
m y tests of com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. 

l)ecem ber 21 

-4- 



G ENER AL PUR PO SE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
(OVERVIEW ) 

5 



 

c~o ~v~ 



 

OUA CH ITA PARI Stt SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GEN ERAL FUN D 

Stalem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Ftm d Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVEN UES 
Taxes - ad valom m 
Inlergovernm ental revenues: 
Fczleral grants 
Slate grants: 

Stale revenue sharing (net) 
Stale supplem ental pay 
Other slate funds 

Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
Civil and crim inal fees 
Colnm issions on licenses and taxes 
Court attendance 
Transpmlation of prisoners 
Feeding and kee ping of prisoners 
Tax notices, etc 
Olher 

U se of m oney and property 
O ther 

Total revenues 

EXPENI)ITUR ES 
Public safely: 
Current: 
Personal services and relateA benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 

Travel and other charges 
Capital outlay 

Tolal exl)endilures 

(ConlinueAl) 

7 

ACTUAL 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABI.E) 

$4,725,000 $4,700,062 ($24,938) 

200,365 

363,741 
760,000 
570.000 

898,301 
313,639 
25,500 
29,500 

2,525,000 
26,000 
250,244 
125,000 
188.425 

11,000,715 

10,601,400 
887,711 
540,515 
11,400 

580,100 
12.621.126 

279,835 

363,741 
826,127 
682,926 

919,599 
325,756 
32,550 
29,212 

2,531,088 
34,731 
312,515 
131,139 
154,229 

11.323.510 

10,643,750 
830,057 
708,301 
10,664 

528,036 
12.720.808 

79,470 

66,127 
112,926 

21,298 
12,117 

7,050 

(288) 
6,088 
8,731 
62,271 
6,139 

(34,196) 
322.795 

(42,350) 
57,654 

(167,786) 
736 

52,064 

(99,682) 



OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERA l. FUND 
Slalem enl of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual, etc. 

BUDGET 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

ACTUAl. ~INFAVORABLE~ 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
O VER EXI'END ITUR ES 

_  ($1,620,411) ($1,397,298) $223,113 
O TItER FIN AN CIN G SO UR CES 
Sale of assets 
Com pensation for dam age to assets 
Total other financing sources 

2,625 
22.105 
24.730 

8,061 
27.585 
35.646 

5,436 
5.480 
10,916 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENU ES AND 
OTIIER SOUR CES OVER EXPENDITURES (1,595,681) (1,361,652) 234,029 

FUN 1) BALAN CE AT BEG INN IN G O F YEAR  4.420,112 4,420.112 

FUNI) BALAN CE A T END O F YEAR 
_  $2,824,431 $3,058,460 $234,029 

(Concludexl) 

The accoml)anying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

-8- 



OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

SU~ VIARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UN TING POLICIES 

A s provided by Article V , Section 27 of tile Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, tile sheriff serves a 

four year term as lhe chief exectaive officer of tile law enforcem ent distriel and ex-officio tax collector 

of the parish. The sheriff also administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by the 
parish court systeln, such as providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court

, serving subl)ocnas, el 
cetera. A s the ex-officio lax collec tor of the parish, the sheriff is responsible for tile collection and 
dislribulion of ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses

, state revenne sharing fimds, 
sporlsmen licenses, and fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court . 

The sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing slate and local laws, ordinances, el cetera, within 
the territorial bonndaries of the parish. The sheriff provides protection to the residents of the parish 
lhrongh on-site patrols, investigations, et cetera, and serves the residents of the parish through lhc 
eslablishm ent of neighborhood watch program s

, anti-drug abuse program s, et cetera. Additionally, lhe 
sheriff, when requested, provides assistance to other law enforcem ent agencies w ithin the parish

. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Ouachita Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary govermnent (police jury), (b) organizalions for 
which tlae primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary govennneut are such 
thai exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be lnisleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for delennining which eolnponent units should be considered part of the Ouaehita 
Parish Police Jllry for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial responsibility. The GA SB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an orgauization's governing 
body, and 

9 



OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

a Tile ability of tile police jury to impose ils 
will oll that organization and/or 

Tile potential for tile organization to provide 
specific financial benefits to or im pose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which tile police jury does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial 
statem ents would be m isleading if data of the organization 
is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

Because tile police jury maintains alld operates tile parish courthouse in which the 
sheriff 's office is located, tile sheriff was determ ined  to be a component unit of the 
Ouachila Parish Police Jury, the financial reporling entity. The accompanying financial 
statem ents present information only on tile funds m aintained by tile sheriff and do not 

present information on the police jnry, the general government selviee s provided  by that 
govern m ental tra it, or tile other governm ental units that colnprise the financial reporting 
entity. 

B. FUN I) A CCO UN TIN G 

The sheriff uses ftllldS and account groups 1o report o,~ financial position and results 
of operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 
financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain govern m ent flm ctions 
or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. A n account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assels and general long-term obligations) that 
are not recorded in the "funds" because they do nol directly affec t ne| expendable available 
financial resources. They are concern ed only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not with tile m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are elassifiexl into three categories; govern mental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn , is divided into separate "ftm d types". Govermuenlal fimds arc 

- 10- 



OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

used  to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the fools of 
attention is on recovering tile cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
Ihrough service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The sheriff's current operations require the use of governm ental and fiduciary 

fim ds as described below : 

G overnm ental Fund - G eneral ]~ rid 

The General Fuud, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 
33:1422, is the principal fund and is used  to account for the operations of 
the sheriff 's office. The sheriff's prim ary source of revenue is an ad 
valorem tax leviexl by the law enforcem ent district. Other sources of 
revenue include connnissions on state revenne sharing, state supplem ental 
pay for deputies, civil and crim inal fees, fees for courl attendance and 
m aintenance of prisoners, et cetera. General operating expenditures are paid 
fi'om this fire d. 

Fiduciary Funds - Agency Fund Type 

The agency flmds are used as depositories for civil suits, fines, cash 
bonds, taxeS, fees, el cetera. D isbursem ents from the fim ds are m ade to 
various parish agencies, litigants in suits, et cetera, in the m anner 

prescribed by law. The agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measnrement of results of operations. 

C. FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM  OBLIGATIONS 

Fixed assets used in govern mental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed  assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fixed assels provided by thepolicejury are not recorded in the general fixed assets 
acconnt group. Approxim ately 7 per cent of fixed assets are valued  at estim ated historical 
costs based  ou the actual costs of like item s, while the rem aining 93 per cent are based  on 
actual historical costs. D onated  fixed assets are valued at their m arket value on the date 
of donation. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed  assets. 

Long-term obligations, such as compensated absences payable, expected to be 
financed  from  the G eneral Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account 

group. Expenditures for com pensated absences are recognized  in the General Fund when 



OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes Io tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

tile leave is actually taken or when paym ent is m ade to the em ployee at term ination or 
retirem ent. 

I). BASIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

Tile financial reporting trealm ent applied to a fund is determined  by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll govern m ental fimds are accounted  for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurelnent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

lhese funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., exl)enditures and other financing uses) in net corrent assets. 

The m odified  accnml basis of accounting is osed  for reporting the governm ental 
and fiduciary fire d types. U nder the m odified  accnml basis of accoonting, revenues are 
recognized when susceptible to accru al (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of lhe transaction can be deterlnined and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The sheriff uses the follow ing practices in 
rec ording revenues and expenditm'es: 

R evenues 

Ad valorem taxes and tile related  state revem m sharing are rec orded  
in the year tile taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed  
on a calendar year basis and attach as an enforceable lien and bec om e due 
and payable on the date the tax roils are filed with the recorder of 
m orlgages. Louisiana Revised  Statute 47:1993 requires that the lax roll be 
filed  on or before N ovem ber 15 of ea ch year. A d valorem taxes bec om e 
delinquent if not paid by December 31. The taxes are nonnally collec ted  
in D ecem ber, January, and Febru ary of the fiscal year. 

Intergovenm lental revenues and fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services are rec orded when file sheriff is entitled to the fimds. 

Interest incom e on bank deposits and investm ents is recorded when 
tile interest is eanled  and cred ilezl to tlle account. 

- 12- 



OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Nolies to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

sheriff 
Substantially all otber revenues are recognized when rec eived by the 

Based  on the above criteria, intergovennnental revem les, and fees, 
charges, and conm fissions for services have beell treated  as susceptible to 
accntal. 

Expeuditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tile inodified accnlal 
basis when the related fired liability is incurred. 

O ther Financing Sources 

Proceed s from the sale of fixed assets and insurance recoveries are 
accounted  for as other financing sources and are rec ognized when tile 
underlying events occur, 

E. BUI)G ET PR ACTICES 

Proposed  budgets, prepared  on the m odified accnml basis of accounting, are 

published in the official journal all least ten days prior to tile public hearing. Public 
hearings are held at tile sheriff 's office during the m onth of Jone for com m ents fi'om 
liaxpayers. The budgets are then legally adopted  by the sheriff and am ended during the 

year, as necessary. Budgets are established  and controlled  by the sheriff at the object 
level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year end and m ust be reappropriated  for tile 
following year to be expended. 

Fonual budgelary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
lille year. Budgeted am ounts included ill the accom panying financial statem ents include lille 
original adopted  budget and all subsequent am endm enls. 

CA SH 

Cash includes am ounts ill dem and deposits and interest bearing dem and deposilis. 

U nder sliate law , the sheriff nm y deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and 
deposits, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other 
s~alie of lille United States, or under the laws of the United  States. At June 30, 1999, the 

- 1%  



OUA CH ITA PA RISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes to lilt Financial Statements (Continued ) 

sheriff has cash (book balances) totaling $3,364,562, as follows 

D em and deposits 
Petty cash 

Total 

$3,362,662 
1.900 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resnlting bank balances, m ust be secured  by fed eral deposit insurance 
o1" the pledge of securities owned by the fscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
pledged  securities plus the fed eral deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash (bank balances) at Jtme 30, 1999, are sec ured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pled ged securities (nncollateralized) 

Tolal 

$3,577,786 

$1,932,802 
1.698.059 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agenl bank ra~her than in the nam e of the sheriff, they are considered  nncollaleralized  

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised  Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement o1~ the custodial bank to 
advertise and sell the pled ged  securities within 10 days of being notified  by the sheriff that 
the fiscal agenl has failed to pay deposited  funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 
slates that securities held by a third party shall be deem ed  to be held in the sheriff's nam e. 

G . IN VESTM EN TS 

U nder state law , the sheriff m ay invest funds in U nited States bonds, treasury 
holes, or certificates. At June 30, 1999, the sheriff has $1,219,082 in a money market 
funds which has underlying investm ents consisting solely of and lim ited  to sec urilies of the 
U nited  Stales or its agencies totaling. This investm ent is stated  at fair m arket value, which 
approxim ates cost. Bec ause this investm ent is fed erally insured and held by the sheriff's 

agenl in the sheriff's name, it is considered collateralized (Category 1) under tile 
l)rovisions of GA SB Codification C20.106. 

At lmle 30, 1999, tile sheriff also has $910,584 in nomlegotiable certificates of 

- 14- 



OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes Io tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

deposit with original m aturities that exceed  90 days that are reporled in tire 
accom panying financial statem ents at cost. The bank balances of the deposits are 
fidly secured by fed eral deposit insurance. 

II. CO M PEN SA TED ABSEN CES 

Afler one year of service, employees of tire sheriff 's offi ce earn  8 days of vacation 
leave per year plus one day for each year of service, up to a m axim um of 20 days. All 
vacation hours, with the exception of forty hours, m ust be taken prior to the employee's 
next anniversary date unless approved by the Chief D eputies or the Sheriff . After three 
filll m oulhs of service, employees earn sick leave at the rate of one day per m outh of 
service. There is no m aximum num ber of hours that an employee may accunu,late. 
Employees are not paid for" acc um ulated  sick leave upon separation fi'om service. 

The recognition and m easurelnent criteria for recording a liability for compensated 
absences is as follow s: 

b 

The em ployees' right to receive com pensation are attributable to 
services already rendered , and 

It is probable the sheriff will compensate the elnployees for the 
benefits through paid tim e off or som e other m eans, such as cash 
paym ents at term ination or retirem ent. 

At June 30, 1999, employees of the sheriff 's office have accum ulatexJ and vested  
$27,230, of employee leave benefits, which was computed  in accordance with GASB 
Codification C60. This am ount is rec orded  as com pensated  absences payable in the 
general long-term obligations account group. 

I. R ISK  M AN AG EM EN T 

The sheriff is exposed  to varioos risk of loss related  to torts; thefl of, damage 1o, aml 

destruction of assets; errors and omissions; and injuries to employees. To handle such risk of 
loss, the sheriff m aintains com m ercial insurance policies covering its property, autom obiles, law 

enforcement professional liability, and surety bond coverage. The police jury maintains insurance 
coverage on the building and its contents. N o claim s were paid on any of tire policies drlriug the 
past three years which exceeded  the policies' coverage am ounts. There were no significant 
reductions in insurance coverage during the year ended June 30, 1999. 

- 15 



OU A CH 1TA PA RISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

TO TAL CO LUM N O N TItE 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total cohmm on tile balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata ill this colum n does 
11ol present financial position ill conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfnnd elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

LEVIED TAXES 

For tile year ended June 30, 1999, tile ad valorem tax m illage levied for tile Ouachita Parish 
Sheriff was 10.22 mills on property with a taxable value of $488,148,474. 

R ECEIVABLES 

The General Fund receivables of $327,558 at June 30, 1999, are as follows 

Class of rec eivables 
A d valorem  taxes 

hllergovernm ental revenues - state grants 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
Transporting prisoners 
Court attendance 
Tax notices 
Other 

U se of m oney and properly 
Others 

Tota 

4. I)U E FRO M  O TIIER FIYNI)S 

Individual balances due from /to other funds at Jnne 30, 1999, are as follow s 

$12,028 
235,530 

2,349 
2,250 
8,743 
50,918 

767 
14,973 

$327,558 



O UACII1TA PARISII SIIER1FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Noles lo the Financial Slatements (Continued) 

General Fund 
A gency funds: 

Bond Fund 
Clearing Fund 
License Fund 
Partial Paym ents Fund 

Tolal 

5. CH AN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXED A SSETS 

D ue From  
O ther Funds 

$607 

$607 

D ue To 
Other Funds 

382 
19 
51 
155 

$607 

A sununary of changes in office furnishings and equipm ent for the year ended June 30, 1999 

Balance at July 1, 1998 
Additions: 
Purchases 
Other 

l)eletions 

Balance at June 30, 1999 

6. PEN SIO N PI.AN 

$4,455,582 

528,036 
5,100 

(336,344) 

$4,652,374 

Substantially all em ployees of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff 's offi ce are m em bers of the Louisiana 
Sheriff's Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension 
plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who earn at least $400 per 111011111, 
and who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the tim e of original em ploym ent are required to 
parlicipate in the System . Em ployees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of 
credited service and receive a benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to a percentage of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for each year of service 
is 2.5 per cent for each year if total service is at least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75 per cent for each 
year if total service is at least 15 but least than 20 years, and 3 per cent for each year if total service is 

at least 20 years (Act 1117 of 1995 increased the accrual rate by 0.25 percent for all service rendered on 
or after January 1, 1980). In any case, the retirement benefit cannot exceed 100 per cent of their final- 
average salary. Final-average salary is the employee' s average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined 
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OUA CH ITA PA RISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Notes lo tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

m onths that produce the highest average. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and 
do nol withdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued 
to their date of termination as indicated  previously. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 20 years of 
cred iled service are also eligible to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced  benefits 
equal to lheacluarial equivalent of the benefit to which they would otherw ise be entitled a{ age 55. The 
System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amendexl by stale stalutc. 

The Syslem issues an annual available financial report that includes financial statem ents and 
required SUl)plem entary information for the System . That reporl m ay be obtained by w riling to the 
Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, M onroe, Louisiana 71220, or by 

calling (318) 362-3191. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statule to contribute 8.7 percent of their annual covered salary 
and the Ouachita Parish Sheriff  is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The currenl 
rate is 5.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the Systeln also include one-half of one 
percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish and funds as required  and 
available from insurance prem ium taxes. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the 
O uachita Parish Sheriff are established  and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s provided by Ixm isiana 

Revised Stalue 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject 
to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Ouachila Parish 
Sheriff's conlribulions to the System for the years ended June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997 were $430,176, 
$398,584, and $469,055, respectively, equal to the required  contributions for each year. 

PO ST R ETIR EM ENT BENEFITS 

The Ouachita Parish Sheriff provides certain health care and life insurance benefils for retired 
em ployees. Substantially all of the sheriff's em ployees bec om e eligible for these benefits if they reach 
norm al retirem ent age w hile w orking for the sheriff's office, These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onthly prem ium s are 

l~aidjoinlly by the employee and the sheriff. The sheriff recognizes thecosl ofproviding these benefits 
(lhe sheriff's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monlhly premiums are due, which were 
$1,415,297, for lhe year ended June 30, 1999. Of this amount, $81,873, was for retiree benefits. 

8 CItAN G ES IN  G ENER AL LO N G -TERM  
O BLIG A TIO N S 

A sum m ary of changes in com pensated absences payable for the year ended June 30, 1999 
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Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Balance at July 1, 1998 
Addition 

Balance at ltm e 30, 1999 

9. CIIAN G ES IN AG EN CY FUND  BALAN CES 

$21,748 
5,482 

$27,230 

A sununary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others follows 

Agency fimds: 
Tax collector 
Civil 
Bond 
Crim inal 
Clearing 
License 
Partial paym ents 

Total 

Balance 
at Jtfly 1 

$491,516 
559,935 
175,250 
N ON E 
N ON E 
23,226 
28.444 

Additions Reductions 

$42,824,915 
3,078,001 
103,350 
11,344 

1,018,729 
436,612 
112.077 

($41,502,140) 
(3,055,333) 
(103,800) 
(11,344) 

(1,o18,61o) 
(433,641) 
(94,555) 

Bala~ee 
at Jone 30 

$1,814,291 
582,603 
174,800 
N ON E 

119 
26,197 
45.966 

_$A~278,371 4_$A7..,_585,028 ~46,219,423) $2,643,976 

10. LITIG A TIO N AM ) CLAIM S 

At June 30, 1999, the O uachita Parish Sheriff is involved in several lawsuits. Legal counsel for 
Ihe sheriff was unable to provide an estim ate of the liability, if any, lhal m ay result from the lawsuits; 
fllerefore, no provision for any liability resulting from the law suils has been m ade in the accompanying 
financial slalem enls. 

11. JOIN T OPERATION OF IIIBERNIA CENTER 
FO R LAW  ENFO R CEM EN T TR AIN IN G 

O n Septem ber 11, 1997, H ibernia N alional Bank donated a building to the Ciiy of W est M onroe, 
tile O uachita Parish Sheriff's Office and the City of M onroe, 1o be used solely for law enforcem ent 

ptlq)oses wilh lhe primary emphasis on training. The donalion was made subject to a restriction on use 
thai reqnires thai. the properly be used solely for law enforcem ent pul"poses for a period of fen years from 
the dale of donation and lhal the building be designated  as "The H ibern ia Center for Law Enforcem ent 
Trainb~g." The Otmchila Parish Sheriff, the City of W est M onroe, and the City of M onroe agreed  to 



OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Noles to |he Financial Statements (Continued) 

share equally lhe costs of improving and m ainta ining the building. For the year ended  June 30, 1999 
lhe sheriff incurred expenditures relaled to the bnilding totaling $98,574. 

12. CO M M ITM EN TS UND ER CO N TR ACTS 

O n June 25, 1998, tire Ouachita Parish Sheriff entered into an agreem ent w ith H .T.E., Inc., to 
provide public safety software. The total contract was for $153,575. For the year ended June 30, 1999, 
tile sheriff made payments of $100,687 trader the contract. " 

13. EXI'ENI)ITUR ES O F TH E SH ERIFF'S O FFICE 

PAID BY TH E PARISH POLICE JURY 

Tire sheriff 's office is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of m aintaining and ol)eraling the 
coullhonse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by tire Onachita Parish Police Jury. 

14. SUBSEQUI~NT EVENT 

On D ecem ber 3, 1999, the sheriff signed an order anthorizing the law enforcem ent dislric! of 
Ouachila Parish to issue shorl terln notes for a budgetary loan not to exceed  $1,500,000 and to apply to 
fire Louisiana Stale Bond Com m ission for approval thereof. The order states that the loan proceeds will 
be used  fire sheriff's office for general operaling expenses and will be fully repaid from lhe General Fund 
prior to June 30, 2000. 
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OU A CH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH ED ULES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

FIDU CIAR Y FUND  TYPE - A G EN CY FUND S 

TAX CO LLECTO R FUND  

Article V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, provides that tile sheriff will serve 
as the collector of state and parish taxes, licenses, and fees. Tile Tax Collector Fund is used  to collect 
and distribute these taxes, licenses, and fees to the appropriate taxing bodies. 

CIVIL FUN D 

The Civil Fund accounts for the collection of funds in civil suits and sheriff's sales, and the 
paym enl of these collections to the sheriff's General Fund and other recipients in accordance wilh 
applicable law s. 

BO N D FUND 

The Bond Fund accounts for the collection of cash bonds and either tlle transfer of these collections 

to the Tax Collector Fund for paym ent to recipients in accordance with applicable law s, or tile refund to 
individuals. 

CRIM IN AL FUNI) 

Tile Crim inal Fund accounls for the collec tion out-of-parish fines and the subsequent paym ent of 
these collections |o the recipients in accordance with applicable law s. 

CLEAR IN G FUND 

Tile Clearing Fund accounts for tile colleclion of red em ptions of prior years taxes and tile 
subsequent paym ent of these collections to the recipients ill accordance w ith applicable law s. 
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OU A CH ITA PA RISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 
Supplem ental Inform ation Schcxtules 

LICEN SE FUN D 

The License Fund accounts for deposits received from various dealers who, as agents of lhe 
Sheriff's office, sell Louisiana hunting and fishing licenses to the public. Tile deposits, as licenses are 
sold by the dealers, are snbseqaently transferred  to the Tax Collector Ftmd for settlem ent to the Louisiana 
Deparlm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries and the sheriff's General Fund. The balance, repre senling unsold 
licenses returned by the dealers, is refim ded to the dea lers. 

PAR TIAL PAYM EN T FUND 

Tile Partial Paym ent Fund accounts for the collection of partial paym ents of fines and costs and 
Ihe subsequent lransfer of lhese collections to the Tax Collector Fund for paym en! to rccil)ienls in 
accordance w ilh applicable law s. 
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ASSETS 
Cash 

LIABILITIES 
l)ue to General Fund 
l)ue to taxing bodies 
gild others 

OUACHITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

FIDU CIARY FUN D TYPE - AG EN CY FUN D S 

Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

Schedule 

TAX PARTIAl, 
COLLECTOR CIVIL BOND CLEARING LICENSE PAYM ENTS 

FUND FUND FUND FUND FUND FUND TOTAl. 

$382 

$1,814~291 $582,603 .174~800 

$19 

119 

$51 

26.197 

$155 $607 

45.966 2.643.976 

TOTAL LIABII JTIES 
.$1,814,291 $582,603 ~175,182 $138 $26,248 $46,121 $2,644,583 
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OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL IN FORM ATION SCH ED ULE 
A s of and For the Y ear Ended June 30. 1999 

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

Schedule 3 

The year 2000 issue is tile result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other elec tronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the governm ent's operations as early as fiscal year 
1999. The Ouachita Parish Sheriff has completed an inventory of computer system s that m ay be affecled 
by the year 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the sheriff 's office. The sheriff 
has identified the following system requiring 2000 rem ediation; a financial reporling system . A ll testing 
and validation of this system has been performed. 

Because of the unprec edented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effec ts and the success of related 
rem exlialion efforts will not be fidly determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot 
assure that the sheriff is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the sheriff 's rem ediation efforts w ill be 
successfid in w hole or parl, or that parties with whom the sheriff does business w ill he year 2000 ready. 
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Independent Auditor's R eports Required 
by GovelTzm enl Audiling Standards 

The following independent auditor's reporl oll compliance with law s, regulations, conlracts, and 
granls and inlem al control over financial reporting are presenled  in compliance with lhe rexluirem enls 
of Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited States and lhc 
Louisiana Govelvnnental Audit Guide, issuext by the Society of Louisiana Certified  Pt,blic Accountants 
and lhc Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Indepeudent A uditor's R eport on Com plia.ce and 
Iu/ernal Control O ver Finaucial Rel)orting 

ltonorable Charles L. "Chuck" Cook 
O uachita Parish Sheriff 
M onroe, Louisiana 

1 l)ave audiled tlle general purpose financial slalem ents of lhe O uacl)ita Parish Sheriff 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999 and have issued m y report thereon dated 
1)ccem ber 21, 1999. 1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
GowqTzm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 

Stales. 

C om pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Ouachita Parish Sheriff's 
general purpose financial statelnents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, 1 perforlucd 
tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and 
grants, uoncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
deterlninalion of financial am ounts, ltowever, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of lny audit and, accordingly, I do not 
express such an opilfion. The results of lny tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom l)liance that arc required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R el)orting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered the O uachita Parish Sheriff's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing nay opinion on the filmncial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the internal control over financial reporling, ltowevcr, 1 noted certain 
m atters involving thc il]ternal control over financial reporting and its operation tlmt 1 
consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters coining 
to m y attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the 

internal control over financial z'eporling that, izz my judgment, could adversely affect 
the Ouachita Parish Sheriff's ability to record, process, sum m arize, and report 
financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statem ents. 
Reportable conditions are described in the accom panying schedule of findings and 
questioned costs as item 99-1. 



O UACltlTA I)A P.ISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 
Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance 
And Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting, etc 

June 30, 1999 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would 
be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. M y 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters 
in the internal conlrol that lnight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, w ould not necessarily disclose 
all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. However, l do not believe 
the reportable condition described above is a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intcnded solely for the inform ation and use of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff, m anagem ent of 
the sheriff's office, and interested state agencies and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. 

1)ecem ber 21, 1999 
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OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended  June 30, 1999 

A . SUM 1VIAR Y O F AI~DIT R ESU LTS 

2 

3 

Schedule 4 

Tile auditor's report expresses an unqualified  opinion on tile general puq~ose financial 
statem ents of the Ouaehita Parish Sheriff . 

Reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported  in tile 
Independenl Auditor's Report on Compliance and Internal Control Over Financial 

Reporting. The reportable conditions were not considered  m aterial weaknesses. 

N o instances of noncompliance m aterial to tile financial statem ents of tile Ouaehita Parish 
Sheriff were disclosed during the audit. 

B . FINDIN G S - FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS AUD IT 

99-1 N eed to Im prove Controls O ver 
Certain Agency l~hinds 

Finding: Tile sheriff m aintains tile Partial Paym ents Fund and the Inm ate Fvnd in a fiduciary capacity 
in that tile assets of these fnnds are held by the sheriff on behalf of others. The follow ing deficieucies 
were noted  in the accovnting system s for the Partial Paym ents and Inm ate fimds: 

2 

At Jtule 30, 1999, the total of the individual case balances ill the Partial Paym ents Fund 
was $47,446 and the general ledger cash balance in the Partial Payments Fund was 
$46,121, indicating a cash shortage of $1,325. The individoal case balances were not 
reconciled  to cash on a tim ely basis throughout the yea r ended June 30, 1999, as has been 
recom m ended  in prior years. It was also noted  that the individual case totals that are 
produced  by the "Stay D etail Case Report" do not accurately report the am ount of cash ill 
each individual account. The case total shonld reflect the paym ents received  on tile 
ac:counl less any am onnts distributed . Currently, the case total reports the total fines and 
costs to be collected  less paym ents received . 

Funds beloJlging Io inmates at the Ouachita Correctional Center (OCC) are deposited  inlo 
the Ol, achita Parish Sheriff lnm ale Fund. hnnates are allowed  to purchase item s from the 
inm ate store with the funds they have on deposit in the Imnate Fnnd. 
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OUA CH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended June 30. 1998 

Transactions of tile Inm ate Fund from N ovem ber 17, 1998 through June 30, 1999 were 
posled to a general ledger. The transactions of this fire d from July 1, 1998 through 
N ovem ber 16, 1998 were not posted to the accounting records; therefore the transactions 
of tile Inm ate Fund are nol included  in the accom panying financial stalem enls. The 
balance in the Inm ate Fund bank account was not reconciled to the total of the individual 
inm ate balances during tile year ended June 30, 1999. W ithout proper accounting records 
and proced ures, the sheriff 's office has no assurance that it is fulfilling its fiduciary duties 
as custodian of the inm ates' fim ds nor can it prepare financial statem enls in accordance 
w ilh generally accepted accounting principles. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end that the total of the individual case balances in the Partial Paym ents 
Fund be reconciled  to the general led ger cash balance in the Partial Paym ents Fund on a m onlhly basis. 
The com puter program that produces the "Stay D etail Case Report" should be m odified  so that the 
individual case balances report paym ents received  less disbtlrsem ents m ade in each account. Further, I 
recom m end lhal com plete accounting records be m aintained  for the transactions of the Inm ate Fund and 
lha! lhose transaclions be included  in the sheriff 's annual financial statem ents. The balance in the/nm ale 
Fund batik accounl should be reconciled to the total oflhe individual inm ate balances on a m onlhly basis. 



OU ACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M onroe, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

98-1 N eed to Im prove Controls O ver 
Certain Agency Funds 

Schedule5 

Condition: This finding related to the failure 1o reconcile the individual case balances in Ihe Partial 
Payments Fund and the imnate balances in the Inm ate Fund to the general led ger cash balances and Ihe 
need Io eslablish acconnting records for the Inm ale Fund and include the transactions of this fired in Ihe 
sheriff 's annual financial statem ents. 

Recom m endation: The auditor J'ecolnm ended  that the total of the individual case and inm ate balances 
be reconciled to the general led ger cash balances on a m onthly basis and that com plete accounling rec ords 
be m ainlainexl for the transactions of the Inm ate Fund and that the transactions of this fired be included  
in the sheriff 's annual financial statem ents. 

Stains: This finding was partially resolved. See current year findings and questioned  cosls 
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Administrlltion 
400 St John, Ste 30 
M om oe, LA 71201 
(318} 329 1238 
FAX: 329 1257 

Jil~l 
3O0 St John 

M onroe, LA 7120 
(318) 329-1208 
FAX 329 1283 

Investigative Division 
400 St Johm Sle 109 
M onroe, LA 71201 
(318) 329 1216 

Records Division 
400 St John Ste 20 
M onroe, [A 71201 
~318) 329.1236 
FAX 329 1249 

Tax Division 
300 St John, Sic 102 
M onroe LA 71201 
~318) 329 1280 
FAX 329.1278 

civil Division 
300 St John, Sic 10 
M on,oe LA 71201 
1318) 329 1270 

M etro Narcotics Unit 
4341 Cypress Street 

W est M onroe LA 712~ 
4318) 396 9316 

Court Security 
300 St John, Ste 205 
M onroe, LA 71201 
(318) 329 1208 

Identifi~stion 
400 $t John Ste 202 
M onroe, LA 71201 
i318) 329 1202 

C H A R L E S  L . C O D K  
OUACHITA PARISH SHERIFF & EX-O FFICIO TA X COLLECTO R 

P. O. Box 1803, M onroe, Louisiana 71210-1803 

M r. Vernon Coon 
Certified Professional Accountant 
Attn: Carleen 
116 Professional Drive 
W est M onroe, LA 71291 

RE: Audit for fiscal year ending June 30, 1999 

99-1 

Decem ber 22, 1999 

Finding 1 : 
W e purchased the proper com puter and software one year ago; however 

our program m er failed to properly program the com puter. Prior to this audit 
finding we retained the services of a different program mer. She is currently in the 
process of correcting our problem . The program m er and the Chief Deputy of the 
Tax Division have been instructed to contact M s. Dum as so that she can 
determ ine if we are accurately com plying with her recom m endation. 

Finding 2 

I have replaced the employee who was responsible for the accounting 
procedures concerning the Inm ate Fund. The current em ployee currently handling 
the account is a form er corporate com ptroller. He has conversed w ith M s. Carleen 
Dum as of Vernon Coon's office. He is fam iliar w ith the audit recom m endations 
and is now in the process of updating the account inform ation. He has 
ilnplem ented a procedure that should assure him of notification when an inm ate is 
transferred/released so that any m onies in the fund belonging to said inm ate will 
be returned to that inm ate, lie has been instructed to contact M s. D um as as soon 
as he com pletes his assigned task so that M s. Dum as can determ ine if we are 
accurately com plying with her recom m endation. 

CLC/cr 


