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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

Honorable JefT Wiley
ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF

( AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR)
Donaldsonville, Louisiana

We have audited the financial statements of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF THE ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF as
of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, as Iisted in the table of contents. These financial statements arc the responsibility of
the Ascension Parish Sheriff. Our responsibility 1s to express an opinion on these financial stalcments bascd on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits
containcd in Government Auditing Standards, 1ssucd by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain recasonable assurance aboul whether the financial statements are free of matcrial
misstatcment. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, cvidence supporting the amounts and disclosurces in the general
purposc financial statenients. An audit also icludes assessing the accounting principles used and significant cstimates madc
by management, as well as cvaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We belicve that our audit provides a
rcasonable basis for our opimion.

As dcseribed in Note 1, the Ascension Partsh SherifT 1s the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing bodics within
Ascension PParish, and the accompanying slatements present iInformation only on the activitics as parish tax collector and arc

not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the Ascension Parish SherifT Furthermore, the
accompanying statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which 1s a comprehensive
basis of accounting other than generally aceepted accounting principles.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the TAX
COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF THE ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF as of June 30, 1999, and the collections, distributions,
and unsciticd balances of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND for the period from July 1, 1998, through June 30, 1999, on
the basis of accounting described 1n Note 1.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated October 19, 1999 on our
consideration of Ascension Parish Sherifl's internal control over financial reporting as it relates to the tax collector agency fund
and our tcsts of 1ts compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants.

Donaldsonville, Loutsiana
October 19, 1999

BATON ROUGE ®* DONALDSONVILLE ®* NEW ORLEANS & ST, FRANCISVILLE
ASSOCIATED OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIKFE

Donaldsonville, Louisiana

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

ARISING FROM CASH TRANSACTIONS
June 30, 1999

ASSETS
Cash
LIABILITIES
Duc to taxing bodics and others
e

$

$14.260

$

814,260




ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFE

Donaldsonville, Louisiana

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
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STATEMENT OF COLLECTIONS, DISTRIBUTIONS,

AND UNSETTLED BALANCES

FOR THE PERTOD FROM JULY 1, 1998, THROUGH JUNE 30, 1999

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JULY 1, 1998

COLLECTIONS
Ad valorem taxes:

Current vear

Prior year

P'rotest Taxes - Current Year
Slate revenue sharing
Sporting, licenscs
Parish hcenses
Interest carned on:

Time deposits

Dehnguent laxes

Protested taxes

Motor vehicle taxes
Cosls, notices, elc.
Retunds and redeinptions

Total collections

Total

DISTRIBUTIONS
Louisiana Department of Treasury

Lowisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
L.omsiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Ascension Panish:

Parish Council

School Board

ASSCIS0r

Shenft

Hospital districts
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District
Bavou §Latourche Iresh Water District
1ax commissions
Pension funds
Refunds and redemptions

‘Total distributions

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 1999,

DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS

355,651

30,734,812
57,485
413,947
1,485,488
210,194
1,687

58,181
206,696
25,052
13,358
77,293

33,104,193

33,450,844

1,353,201
2,698
159,127

6,118,158
17,797.98)
757,207
5,400,980
204
36,649
21,875
5,110
846,563
145,771

32,645,584

$

814,200



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFEK

Donaldsonville, L.omisiana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

As provided by Article V, Scetion 27 of the Lowisiana Constitution of 1974, the shendT 1s the ox-officio tax collector of the
parish and 1s responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxces, state revenue sharing fund, and angling,

hunting, and trappi

ng licenses,

. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

A. Basis of Presentation

The accout

its of the parish tax collcctor are cstablished to reflect the collections imposed by law, distribuitions pursuant

to such laws, and unsctticd balances duc various taxing bodics and others, The accompanying financial statements have
been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recogmzed when received and distributions refleeted

when paid
associated

B. Reporting,

L.ouisiana |
According
responsibi
the sheriff

. As such, the accompanying financial statements do not reflect the reccivables and related payable
with tax collection activitics,

Entity

Revised Statule 24:5 13(K)(1 )(b) requires that the accounts of cach panish tax colleclor be audited annually.
y, the accompanying financial statements reflect financial activity of the sheriff relating only 1o lus
ity as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts mcluded in these {inancial statements are also included in
s annual general purpose financial statements.

]

(.. Cash and Cash Equivalents

State law a

uthorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank domurciled in the parish where the funds arc collected

Furthcrmore, the sheriff may invest these deposits 1in certificates of deposit or other invesiments permnticd by law.

2. Cash

At ycar end, the carrying amount of the parish tax colicctor’s deposits was $ 814,260 and the bank balance was $825,043.

Of the bank bal

ancc $ 200,000 was covered by federal depository insurance and $625,043 was covered by collateral at the

fiscal agent bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank.

_ 4.
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ASCENSION PARISH SHERIKK

Donaldsonville, Louisiana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

3. State Revenue Sharing

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 763 of 1990 were distributed as follows:

Louisiana Department of Treasury $
Ascension Pansh Shenitft:
Police Jury
School Board
Asscssor
ShenfT:
Law enforcement
Commission
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District
Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water District
Pension funds

Total $ 1,485,488

4. Taxes Paid Under Protest

Lonisiana Revised Statnte 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice to the tax
collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the
amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit s filed within the 30-day period
for recovery of such amounts, the funds scgregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, the
tax collector will refund the amount due with intercst at the rate of two per cent per annum from the date the funds were

received by the tax collector,

The following is a summary of the transactions relating to protested taxes:

Balance, July 1, 1998 ¢ 329 434
Additions:
Current year protested taxes 413,947
Interest carnings 25,052
Balance, Junc 30, 1999 $ . 768433

163.095

683,048
163,059
87,627

237.573
117.969
7.800
6750
18,567
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL
CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL

108 ML MORIAL DIRIVE ® POST OFFICE BOX 1190 e DONALDSONVILLE, LOUISIANA 70346 o TELEPHONL (504) 473-4179 o FAX (504) 473-7204

STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

Honorable Jeff Wilcy
ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF

(AS EX-OFFIC10 TAX COLLECTOR)
Donaldsonville, Louisiana

We have audited the financial statements of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF THE ASCENSION PARISH
SHERIFF as of and for the year ended Junc 30, 1999, and have 1ssued our report thereon dated October 19, 1999,
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally aceepted auditing standards and the standards applicable
to financial audits contamned in Government Auditing Standards | 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the Uneted
Statcs,

Compliance

As part of obtaining rcasonablc assurance about whether the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF THE
ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF financial statcments are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which
could have a dircel and maternial ¢ffect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However,
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly,
we do not express such an opinion. The resulis of our tests disclosed no stances of noncompliance that arc
required Lo be reported under Government Auditing Standards,

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF THE
ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF’S internal control over financial reporting 1n order to determine our auditing
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance
on the¢ internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial
reporting would not nccessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might
be material weaknesses. A material weakness 15 a condition in which the design or operation of onec or more
of the internal control componcents docs not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatement in
amounts that would be matcrial 1n relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be
detected within a timely period by employecs in the normal course of performing their assigned functions.
Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in
the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclosc all
reportable conditions that arc also considercd the maiterial weaknesses. We noted no matters involving the
mternal control over financial reporting and 1ts operation that we consider 1o be material weaknesscs.

_6 -
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ASSOCIATED OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES



This report 1s intended solely foi the information and use of the Ascension Parish Sherilf, management,
others withtn the organization, and legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by
anyonc other than these specified partics.

Donaldsonville, Louisiana
October 19, 1999
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
ON SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Honorable Jelfery F. Wilcey
ASCENSION PARISIT SHERIVE

(AS EX-OrrICcio Tax COLLECTOR)
[Donaldsonville, Louisiana

The year 2000 supplementary information on page 1s not a required part of the gencral purpose financial statements. We have
appliecd certain Iimited procedures, which consisted principally of inquirics of management regarding the methods of
mcasurcmient and presentation of the supplementary mformation. However, we did not audit the information and do not express
an opinion on . In addition, we do not provide assurance that the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Shenff s
Office 1s or will become year 2000 comphant, that the Tax Collector’s year 2000 remediation clforts will be successful in wholc
or 1 part, or that the partics with which the Sherifl docs business are or will become year 2000 compliant.

St fuwite  NH s Jo,

Donaldsonville, Louisiana
October 19, 1999

BATON ROUGE ®* DONALDSONVILLE ® NEW ORLEANS ® ST, FRANCISVILIE
ASSOCIATED OFEICES IN PRINCIPAL CNIES OF THE UNITED STATES
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ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFFE
Donaldsonville, Louistana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

YEAR 2000 DISCLOSURES

The ycar 2000 issuc consists of two shoricomings that make computer processing systems unable to read year-date data beyond
the year 1999, The first shortcoming is that many computer programs contain abbreviated datcs which eliminate the first two
digits of the year, Therefore, some computer programs may recogmze January 1, 2000, as January 1, 1900, and process data
incorrectlv or stop processing data altogether. The seccond shortcoming 1s that some computers will be unable to delect the year
2000 as a lcap year and may not rcgister the additional day, and data calculations may be incorrect.

The Tax Collector has completed an inventory of computer systems and other electronic equipment and has cither modificd or
replaced a significant portion of its computcr hardware and software so that its systcms will function properly with respect to
datcs 1n the year 2000 and beyond. Based on this inventory, the Tax Collector is in the remediation stage in that it has cither
purchascd or plans to purchase additional hardwarc and sofiware belicved to be year 2000 comphiant.

The Ycar 2000 initiative 1s being managed by both internal stall and outside consultants. While management belicves that its
planning cfforts arc adcquate to address 1ts Year 2000 concerns, there can be no guarantecs that the systems of the Tax Cotlector
Agency Fund or the systems of other compantes on which the Tax Colleclor’s systems and operations rely, will be converted
on a timcly basis and that the Yecar 2000 1ssuc will not have a matcrial impact.




