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INI)EPENDENT AUI)ITORS' REPORT 

I Ionorable Jeff W iley 
ASCENSION PARISII SJIERIFF 

( AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 
Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana 

W e have audited tile financial statem ents of the TAX COl,LECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PAR1SII SI II,;RIFF as 
of and for the year cndcd Junc 30, 1999, as listcd in thc table of contents. These financial statcmcnts arc tim rcsponsibilit

_v of 
the Ascension Parish Sheriff. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our an&t, 

W c conducted our audit in accordmace with generally accepted auditing stm~dards mad tim st,'mdards applicable to financial audits 
cnntained ill Governm ent Auditing Standard,s, issued by the Com pUo|lcr G eneral of the U nited  States. Those standards require 
that wc plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonablc assuranee  about whether the financial statements arc flee  of m aterial 
m isstatcm ent. An audit includcs examining, on a test basis, cvidcnco  supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general 
puq~osc financial statements. An audit also includes assessing line accounting principles used and significant estimates made 
by' m anagem ent, as well as evaluating tile overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our attdil provides a 
reasonable basis fox our opilfion. 

As dcscribcd in Notc 1, thc Asccnsion Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for thc various taxing bodics within 
Asee usion Parish, and the accompanying statcmcnts present inform ation only on the activitics as parish tax collector and mc 
not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the Asccnsiou Parish Sheriff. Fu~dlcnnorc

, the 
aee ompanying stalcmcnls have been prep,'~'cd on the basis of casb receipts a~d cash disbtlrsemenls, which is a comprehensive 
basis of accounting other than generally accepted  accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material rcspccts, tile financial position of the TAX 
COLI,ECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PARISII StIERIFF as Of Ju//e 30, 1999, and the collcctions, distributions, 
and unsettlcd balances of tile TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND for the period from July 1, 1998, through June 30, 1999, on 
the basis of accounting described in Note 1. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, wc havc also issued our report datcd October 19, 1999 on om 
consideration of Ascension Parish SherifPs internal control over fiuaneial xcporting as it relates to the tax collector agency fired 
and our tests of its com pliance with ee rtain provisions of laws, rcgulations, contracts, and grants. 

c, Louisiana 
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Cash 

A SC EN SIO N PA RISIt SH ERIFF 
Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

TAX CO 1.LECTOR AG ENCY FUND 

STATEM ENT O F ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

ARISING FRO M  CAStl TRANSACTIONS 

Due to taxing bodies and others 

June 30, 1999 

ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

- 2 - 

$ 814.260 

$ 814.260 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISH SItER 1FF 

STATEM ENT O F COLLECTIONS
, DIS_TRIBUTIO NS 

A N D UNSETTLED BALAN CES 
FO Il ]'lie PERIO D FRO M  JULY 1, 1998. TtiROUGtt JUNE 30. 1999 

UNSE'I'I'I,ED BALANCES AT JULY 1. 1998 

CO I,LECTIO NS 

Ad valorem taxes: 
(~lJJ~~?JJ] yc;ir 

PI ior yeal 
Protest Taxes - Curlcnt Year 

Slate revenue sharing 

Sporting licenses 
Parish licenses 
lnh3tcsl calncd on: 
Time deposits 

I)elinqucnt taxes 
l>lolested taxes 

M otor vehicle taxes 
Cosls, l]oliccs, tic. 

l~.cfunds and redemptions 
lotal collections 

Tota 

I)ISTI/IBUTIONS 
].ouisiana I)cparhncnl of Treastuy 
1.ouisiana i)cparOncnl of Ag[Jculture and Forestry 
I.ouisiana l)epall.mcnt of W ildli fc and Fisheries 
A scension Parish: 

Parish Council 
School Board 
Assessol 

Sheriff 
I lospital districts 

Atehafalaya Basin 1,cvee District 
Bayou l,afourche 1,'resh W ater Dislsiet 
~a~( cOllltlliSS/OI]s 
Pension funds 
Refunds and redemptions 

Total distributions 

UNSE'I~I'LED BALANCES AT JUNE 30. 1999 
I)UE TO TAX ING BO DIES AND OTIIE 

30,734,812 

57,485 

413,947 
1,485,488 

210,194 

1.687 

58,181 

26,696 
25.052 

13,358 
77,293 

,353,261 

2,698 
159.127 

6,118,158 

7,797,981 
757,207 

5,400,980 
204 

36,649 

21,875 

5,110 
846,563 
145.771 

$ 814,260 



I NTRO I)UCTI O N 

A SC EN SIO N PA R ISH SI1ER 1FF 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

TAX COl,LECTOR AGENCY FUND 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

As provided  by A~liele V, SectJoll 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of ] 974, the shcriff is the ex-officio lax collector of the 
parish and is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, state revenue sharing fired, and angling, 
hunting,, and tlapping licenses. 

Sum m ary of Sienificant Accountine Policies 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established  to reflect the collec tions imposed by law, distributions pursuant 
to such laws, and unsettled bah'races due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have 
bee n prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized  when received and distributions reflccled  
when paid. As such, the accompanying financial statements do not reflect the receivables and related payable 
associated with tax collection activities. 

B. Reporting Entity 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires that the accounts of cach parish tax collector be auditcd annually 
Accordingly, the accompanying finemcial statements reflect financial activity of the sheriff" relating onl3 to his 
rcsponsihility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included  in 
the sheriff s annual general purpose financial statements. 

State law authorizes the shcriff to deposit tax collectiolk~ in a bank dom iciled  in the p,'trish where the funds arc collecled  
Furthermore, the sheriff m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or olher investments permitted by law. 

At 3'car end, thc carrying amomlt of the parish tax collector's deposits was $ 814,260 and the bank balancc was $825,043. 
Of the bank balance $ 200,000 was covered by federal depositor3, insurance and $625,043 was covered  by collateral at the 
fiscal agent bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank. 

4 - 



3. State Revenue Sharin~ 

A SC ENSION PARISI! SItERIFF 

NOTES TO TilE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The revenue shariug funds provided by Act 763 of 1990 were distributed as follows 

Louisiana Dcpartnmnt of Trcasm7 
Ascension Parish Sheriff: 
Police JuD' 
School Board 
A ssessor 
Sheriff: 
Law enforcem ent 
Commission 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 
Bayou Lafourchc Fresh W ater District 
Pension funds 

Total 

Taxes Paid Under Protest 

163.095 

683,048 
163,059 
87,627 

237~573 
117,969 
7,80(I 
6,750 

/8~567 

485,488 

Lonisiaua Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at tile time of paym ent of all taxes due, give notice to thc tax 
collector of their intention to file suit for recovery, of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upou receipt of this notice, the 
amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within the 30-day period 
for reeovely of such amounts, the fimds segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails the 
tax collector will retired the am ount due with interest at the rate of two per cent per amm m from the date the fimds were 

received by, the tax collector. 

The following is a summary of the transactions relating to protested taxes 

Balance, July 1, 1998 

Additions: 
Current year protested taxes 
Interest earnings 

Balance, June 30, 1999 

- 5 - 

329,434 

413.947 

2 '.5~0_52 

: : ~ 768,433 
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1NI)EI'ENDENT AU DITORS' REPO RT ON CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL 
CONTROl, OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl, 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITIt GO VERNM EN TA UI)I'IING STANI)ARDS 

t Ionorable Jeff W iley 
ASCENSION PARISll SItERIFF 

(AS Ex-OFEICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of the TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY ]~'UNI) OF TIlE ASCENSION PARISI 1 
SI IERIFF as of and for the year ended  June 30, 1999, m~d have issued our report thereon dated  Octobcr 19, 1999, 
W c conducted onr audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable 
to financial audits contained  in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller Gcnerat of the United  
States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the TAX COLLECTOR A GENCY FUND OF Ttl E 
ASCENSION PARISII SIIERIEE financial statements are frec of m aterial nlisstateulcnt, we performed tcsts of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which 
could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement mnounts. However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly 
we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed  no instances of noncompliance that arc 
rcquired  to bc reported under Government Auditing Slandards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

]n planning and performing our audit, wc considered the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF ]'lie 
ASCENSION PARISll SIIERIFF~S internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing 
proce dures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assnrance 
on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the intern al control over financial 
reporting would not nce essarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight 
bc material weaknesses. A m aterial weakncss is a condition in which the desigu or operation of one or more 
of the intcm al control components does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatcment in 
amounts that would he material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be 
detected  within a timcly period by employee s in the normal course of performing their assigned  functions, 
Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters m 
the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
rcportablc conditions that are also considercd the m aterial weaknesses. W e noted no m atters involving the 
internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material wcaknesses. 

- 6 - 
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This report is intended solely fOl tile information and use of the Ascension Parish Sher ff
, m a agem cnt, 

others within the organi:,ation, and Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
October 19, 1999 

- 7 - 
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t (onol able JcfFeD' F. W ilcy 
ASCI"NSION PARIS]I SIII%RII;I; 

(AS ]'~x-O1,HCIO TAX COLI,I'~CTOR) 
I)onaldsonvi]lc, Louisiana 

INDEPENI)ENT AUDITO RS' REPORT 
ON SUPPLEM ENTAI~ INFORM ATION 

The year 2000 supplcmenlary information on page is not a required part of the general puq)osc finm)cial statements W c have 
applied ccltain lim ilcd procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of m anagcn)cnt rcgarding thc methods of 
|11easurenlen/and prcscnladoR oflhe supp/cmcntao information, l Iowever, wc did nol audit the infonnadon and do not express 
an opinion on it In addition, wc do nol provide assurancc that the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Shcrifl-s 
Offlcc is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Tax Collector's year 2000 rclnediation efforts will be successful m wholc 
or in part, or Ihat the partics with which the Sheriff does business are or will become ycar 2000 compliant. 

Donaldsonx 
October 19 

e, Louisiana 
999 
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A SC EN SIO N PA R ISII SllER IFF 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

YEAR 2000 DISCLO SURES 

The year 2000 issue consists of two shortcom ings that make compotcr processing systems unable to read 5,car-date data bcyond 
the ,,,ear 1999. The first shortooming is that m any computer programs contain abbreviated dates which eliminate tile first two 
digits of the year. Therefore, some computer programs m ay recognize Janua~2,, 1,2000, as Janum5' ~, 1900, and process data 
incorrectly or stop processing data altogether. The second sbortcom ing is d~at SOlne com puters will be unable to detect the year 
2000 as a leap year and m ay not register the additional day, and data calculations m ay be incorrect. 

Thc Tax Collector has completed an inventory of computer systems and otber electronic equipment ,'rod has eithcr modified or 
replaced a significant portion of its computer hardware and software so that its system s will fimction properly with respect to 
datcs in the year 2000 and beyond. Based on this inventory, the Tax Collector is in the remediation stage m that it has either 
purchased or plans to purcbase additional hardware and software believed to be year 2000 compliant. 

The Year 2000 initiative is being m anaged by both intern al staff and outside consult,'m ts. W hile m anagement believes that its 
planning efforts are adequate to address its Year 2000 concern s, there caJ1 be no guaraJ~tccs that tile systems of the Tax Collector 
Agency Fund or tile systems of other companies on which the Tax Collector's systems and operations rcly, will be converted 
on a timely basis and that the Year 2000 issue will not have a m aterial im pact. 
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