
0 

U nder provisions of state law , th~s 
report is a public doc:un;ont. A 
copyof the repot'/has beer, subm it- 
ted to the audited, or reviewed, 
entity and other app~ opriote public 
officials. Tile r~ ',ol-t i~. ~:vt~ilaM e for 
public inspection ~t the -Baton 
Rouge office of ttle [ .~ ,;~istive Audi- 
tor znd ,.:hc~e ,:~::!:.r.)priz4e, P.t the 
otfic{" o~ the r:;~r;::~", clc:-k of c-ourt. 

:~ T 1.3 1~99 



AS EX -O FFIC IO PAR ISH TAX COT,LV, CTOR 

Financial Statements and Auditor 

As o f and for the Eleven Months 
June 30 , 1999 

s Report 
Ended 



A S EX -O FFIC IO PAR ISH TA X COLLECTOR 

Financial .Statements with 
A s o f and for the Eleven 

Independent Auditor 's Report 

Independent Auditor 's Report 
Months Ended June 30, 1999 

Financial Statements - Tax Collector 
Agency Fund : 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

Arising from Cash Transactions 

Statement of Collections, Distributions 
and Unsettled Balances 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

Independent Auditor 's Reports Required by 
G~vernment AuditinQ Standards : 

Independent Auditor 's Report on Compliance 
and on Internal Control Over Financial 
Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial 
Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

Statement Pag~ NO 

1 

Exhibit 

A 

B 

9 

ii 



PH IL T . G RA H A M  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN TANT 

7732 G O O DW O O D BO U LEV A RD , SU ITE F ~ BA TO N RO UG E
, LO U ISIA N A 70806 

TELEPHO NE: 225/928-4865 ~ FAX: 225/928-4866 

August 12 , 1999 

Honorable Ronald R . Ficklin 
Acting St . Helena Parish Sheriff and 

Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 
Post Office Drawer 456 
Greensburg , Louisiana 70441 

I have audited the financial statements of the Tax Collector 
Agency Fund of the St . Helena Parish Sheriff as of and for the eleven 
months ended June 30, 1999, as listed in the table of contents . 
These financial statements are the responsibility of the St . Helena 
Parish Sheriff. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in the Government Auditinq Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards require 
that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement . An audit 

supporting the ~ ounts 

includes examining , on 
and disclosures in the 

a test basis , evidence 
financial statements . 

An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by management , as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation . I believe that my audit 
provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

As described in Note i, the St . Helena Parish Sheriff is the ex - 
officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within St . Helena 

Parish , and the accompanying statements present information 



Honorable Ronald R . Ficklin 
Acting St . Helena Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 
Greensburg , Louisiana 
As of and for the Eleven Months Ended June 30, 1999 

only on his activities as parish tax collector and are not intended 
to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of 
the St . Helena Parish Sheriff. Furthermore, the accompanying 
statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and 
disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other 

than generally accepted accounting principles . 

In my opinion , the financial statements referred to in the first 
paragraph present fairly , in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the St . Helena Parish 
Sheriff as of June 30, 1999, and the collections, distributions and 
unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Agency Fund for the Eleven 
Months Ended June 30, 1999, on the basis of accounting described in 
note i . 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also 
issued my report dated August 12, 1999 , on the St . Helena Parish 
Sheriff 's compliance with laws and regulations and my consideration 
o f the agency 's internal contro l structure . 



St . Helena Parish Sheriff 
Greensburg , Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of Assets and Liab ilities 
Arising From Cash Transactions 

June 30 , 1999 

ASSETS 

Cash 

LIABILITIES 

Due to Taxing Bodies and Others 

Sta temen t A 

See accompanying notes and Independent Auditor 's Report 
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St . Helena Parish Sheriff 
Greensburg , Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement o f Collections , D istributions and 
Unsettled Balances 

For the Eleven Months Ended June 30 , 1999 

UN SETT LED BAL AN CES AT Ju ly 31 . 1998 

COLLECTIQNS 
A d va lo rem taxes 

Pro test taxes 
An gling , hunting and trapping licenses 
Parish licenses 
In terest on : 

Delinqu ent taxes 

Investm ents 

State revenue sharing (note 2) 
Redemptions and refunds 
Tax notices, etc . 

Sales tax (note 5) 
Total collections 

To ta l 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 
Louisiana Tax Commission 

Florida Parishes Juvenile Justice Commission 
St . Helena Parish : 

Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
A ssessor 

Hospital 
C lerk o f Cou rt 

Tourist Commission 
Town of Greensburg 

Revenue Recovery Group , Incorporated 
Pension funds 
Redemptions and refunds 

Total distributions 

UN S ET TL ED B~J~kN CES A T J Ib E ~0 . lq 9~ 

DU E TO TAX ING BOD IES AND OTHERS 

S ta tement B 

25 ,607 

2 ,407 ,93 

6 ,035 

12 ,445 

61 ,356 

1 ,308 

1 ,797 

215 ,754 

3 ,557 

2 ,133 

1 ,621 ,043 

4~333,360 

4 .358,~$7 

8 ,583 

12 ,092 

2 ,173 

83 ,701 

1,538 ,064 
1 ,222 ,666 

650 ,385 
214 ,767 

443 ,085 

257 

121 

87 ,738 

69,694 

4 ,955 

, 8,215 
4 ,346,4@6 

See accompanying notes and Independent Auditor 's Report 
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NOTE ~i 

AT . MELENA PAR I~H SHER IFF 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
For the Eleven Months Ended June 30, 1999 

As provided by Article V , Section 27, of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1974 , the sheriff is the ex -officio tax 
collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection 
and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish 
occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and angling , 
hunting and trapping licenses . 

A . REPORT ING ENT ITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24 :517 (D) requires that the 
accounts of each parish tax collector be audited annually . 
Accordingly , the accompanying financial statements reflect 
the financial activity of the Sheriff relating only to his 
responsibility as ex -officio tax collector . Amounts 
included in these financial statements are also included in 
the sheriff 's annual general purpose financial statements . 

B . BA SIS O F ACCOUNT ING 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to 
reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions 
pursuant to such law , and unsettled balances due various 
taxing bodies and others . The accompanying financial 
statements have been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting , with collections recognized when received and 
distributions reflected when paid . As such , the 
accompanying financial statements do not reflect the 
receivables and related payables associated with tax 
collection activities . 

C . CASH AND CASH EOUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections 
in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are 
collected. At June 30, 1999, the sheriff has $146,293 
(collected bank balance) on deposit with a local financial 
institution. The amounts of $2,051, $123,706 and $6,035 
are in interest bearing demand accounts . The remaining 



NOTE #I: 

NOTE #2 

NOTE #3 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
For the Eleven Months Ended June 30, 1999 

~UNHVL~RY O F S IGN IFICANT A CCOUNT ING POL IC IES . (CONT INU ED 

balance is in one non-interest bearing account . This cash 
balance representing unsettled tax collections , is fully 
secured through federal deposit insurance . 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 63 of 1998 were 
d istributed as follows : 
St . Helena Parish : 

Police 
School 

Jury 
Board 

A ssessor 

Hospital 
Florida Parishes Juvenile Justice Commission 

Sheriff 's : 
Law Enforcement District 
Commission 
Pen sion Funds 
Total 

70 ,368 
35 ,045 
20 ,377 
5 ,545 
8 ,194 

28 ,189 
42 ,368 

5,66~ 
$ 215,754 

The Tax Collector has filed with the Clerk of Court notices 
of rule "Petition to Show Cause " to several businesses 
concerning delinquent sales tax . These notices of rule 
"Petition to Show Cause" are being pursued by the Tax 
Collector . 

NOTE #4 : SALES TAX 

Constitutional amendment 7 mandated a Sales Tax Collector 
for each parish by July I, 1992 . The Sheriff and Ex- 
Officio Tax Collector was designated Sales Tax Collector 
for the parish of St . Helena effective April i, 1992 . 

Note #5: YEAR 2000 ISSUE (UNAUDITED 

The year 2000 issue is a result of shortcomings in many 
electronic data processing system s and other electronic 



Note #5: 

ST . HELENA PAR ISH SM ER IFF 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
For the Eleven Months Ended June 30, 1999 

equipment that may adversely affect the government 's 
operations as early as 1999 . The St . Helena Parish Tax 
Collector has completed an inventory of computer systems 
that may be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are 
critical to conducting operations of the tax collector 's 
office . The only computer processing done by the tax 
collector is for sales tax collections . This program has 
a four digit date field for the year and the vendor has 
adv ised that it is Year 2000 comp liant . 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, 
its effects and the success of related remediation efforts 
will not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and 
thereafter . Management cannot assure that the tax 
collector is or will be Year 2000 ready , that the tax 
collector 's remediation efforts will be successful in whole 
or part, or that parties with whom the tax collector does 
business w ill be year 2000 ready . 

NOTE #6 : PROTEST TAXES 

There is one taxpayer who has protested a portion of their 
assessed taxes amounting to $6,035. No date has been set 
for resolution of these protested taxes between the 
taxpayer and the Louisiana Tax Commission . 



INDEPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORTS REQUIRED BY 

The following independent auditor 's reports on internal control 
structure , and compliance with laws and regulations are presented in 

compliance with the requirements of Government Auditinq Standards 
issued by the Comptro ller General o f 

Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, 
Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 
Auditor . 

the United States , and the 

issued by the Society of 
and the Louisiana Legislative 



PH IL T . G RA H A M  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN TANT 

7732 G O O D W O O D BO U LEV A RD , SU ITE F * BA TO N RO U G E, LO U ISIA N A 70806 
"[ELEPHO NE: 225/928-4865 ~ I-AX: 225/928-4866 

August 12, 1999 

Honorable Ronald R . Ficklin 

Acting St . Helena Parish Sheriff and 
Ex -Officio Parish Tax Collector 
Greensburg , Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statements of the Tax collector 
Agency Fund of the St . Helena Parish Sheriff as of and for the Eleven 
Months Ended June 30, 1999, and have issued my report thereon dated 

August 12, 1999 . I conducted my audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditinq Standards, issued 
Comptroller General of the United States . 

Compliance 

by the 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax 
Collector Agency Fund of the St . Helena Parish Sheriff financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants , noncompliance with which could have a direct 
and material effect on the determ ination of financial statement 
amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do 
not exp ress such an opinion . The resu lts o f my tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 

Government Auditinq Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing my audit, I considered the Tax 

Collector Agency Fund of the St . Helena Parish Sheriff 's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 

EXH IB IT A 

9 



Honorable Ronald R . Ficklin 
Acting St . Helena Parish Sheriff and 
Ex -Officio Parish Tax Collector 

financial reporting . My consideration of the internal control over 
financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the 

internal control over financial reporting that might be material 
weaknesses . A material weakness is a condition in which the design 
or operation of one or more of the internal control components does 
not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatement in 
amounts that would be material in relation to the financial 
statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
timely period by emp loyees in the norm al course o f perform ing their 

assigned functions . I noted no matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to 
be material weaknesses . 

This report is intended for the information of the St . Helena 
Parish Sheriff, management and the Legislative Auditor . However, 
this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not 
lim ited . 

EXHIBIT A 
I0 



~ lev en Month s Ended Jnne N0 1999 

~ECTION I : SUMMARY OF AUD IT RESULTS 

I. The auditor 's report expresses an unqualified opinion on 
the general purpose financial 

Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio 
statements of St . Helena 

Parish Tax Collector. 

2 . No instances of noncompliance material to the financial 

statements of St . Helena Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio 
Parish Tax Collector were disclosed during the audit . 

3 . No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the 
financial statements are reported in the Independent 
Auditor 's Report on Internal Control Structure . 

A . Federa l Awards 

I . There are no federal awards 

SECT ION II : FIND INGS -FINAN C IAL STA TEMENTS AUD IT 

None 

SECTION III : FEDERAL AWARD FINDINGS AND OUESTIONED COSTS 

N/A 

None in the current year 

Prior year management letter finding 96-1 

The management letter issued September 20 , 1996 , in connection 

with the July 31, 1996 audit, reported that supporting 
documentation could not be located for check #1972 dated October 
4, 1995, in the amount of $1,808.76. 

These funds have been repaid to the tax collector account 

EXH IB IT B 
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