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INDEPENDENT A UDITO RS' REPO RT 

H onorable R andy J. M axw ell 
C oncordia Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-O ffieio Parish Tax Collector 
V idalia, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying statem ent of assets and liabilities arising from  cash transactions 
of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Concordia Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1999, and the 
related statem ent of collections, distributions and unsettled balances for the year then ended as 
listed in the table of contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Concordia 
Parish Sheriff's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the 
C om ptroller G eneral of the United States; the Louisiana Governm ental A udit Guide, issued by the 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor and the Louisiana Society of Certified Public Accountants. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
w hether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An 
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e befieve that our 
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opin ion. 

A s described in the notes to the Financial statem ents, the Concordia Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio 
tax collector for the various taxing bodies within Coneordia Parish, and the accom panying 
statem ents present inform ation only on his activities as parish tax collector. Further, the 
accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash 
disbursem ents which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other that generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
assets and liabilities arising from  cash transactions of the T ax C ollector A gency Fund of the 
C oncordia Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1998, and the revenues it received and expenditures it paid 
for the year then ended on the basis of accounting described in N ote 1. 
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Itonorable R andy J. M axw ell 
C oncordia Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-O fficio Parish Tax Collector 
Page Tw o 

In accordance with G overnm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued reports dated October 11, 
1999 on our consideration of the Concordia Parish Tax C ollector's internal control structure and 
on its com pliance with law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Fcrriday, Louisiana 
O ctober 11, 1999 
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A SSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

LIA BILITIES 

CONCO RD IA PA ~ SH SH ER IFF 

TAX CO LLECTO R AG EN CY FUND 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 

Arising from  Cash Transactions 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 

D ue to taxing bodies and others 

$ 51,049 

$ 51,049 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents. 
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CONCO RDIA PAR ISH SH ERIFF 
TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUND  

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions 

And Unsettled Balances 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 1998, 
DUE TO TAXING BO DIES AND OTH ERS 

CO LLECTIONS 

Ad vaiorem  taxes 
Ad valorem  taxes paid under protest 

State revenue sharing (note 3) 
Sporting licenses 
Interest on: 

Dem and deposits 
Delinquent taxes 

Cost, notices, etc. 
M iscellaneous 

Total collections and funds available 

DISTRIBUTIONS 
Fifth Louisiana Levee Board 
Louisiana Depart m ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Departm ent of Agriculture and Forestry 

Concordia Parish: 
Police Jury 

School Board 

Sheriff 
A ssessor 
M onterey Fire Protection District 
Fire Protection District N o. 2 
Recreation District No. 1 
Recreation District N o. 2 
Recreation D istrict N o. 3 

Pension funds 
Refund and redem ptions 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 

Total distributions 

UNSETTLED BALAN CES AT JUN E 30, 1999, 
DUE TO T AX ING BOD IES AND OTIIERS 

$ 5,372 

5,373,830 
44,476 
454,205 
187,691 

6,835 
8,636 

6,902 
2,775 

6,090,722 

265,810 
159,379 

6,335 

1,373,153 
1,918,629 
1,480,739 
225,259 

16,264 

326,670 
61,462 
35,402 
155,046 
11,320 
2,891 
1,314 

6,039,673 

$ 51,049 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents. 
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INTR O D UCTIO N 

CO N CO RDIA PA RISH SH ERI FF 
TA X CO LLECTO R AG EN CY FUND 

V idalia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

A s provided by A rticle V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the cx- 
offi cio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collecting and distributing ad vaiorem  
property taxes, state revenue and sharing funds, and angling, hunting and trapping licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited 
annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statem ent reflects financial activity of the sheriff related 
to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Am ounts included in this report are also included in 
the sheriff's annual general-purpose financial statem ents. 

N OTE 1 - SUM M A RY O F SIGN IFIC ANT AC CO UN TING PO LIC IES 

A . BA SIS O F PR ESEN TA TIO N 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections im poscd by law, 
distributions, pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and 
others. The accom panyin g financial statem ents have been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. As 
such, the accom panying financial statem ents do not reflect the receivables and payables 
associated w ith tax collection activities. 

B . R EPO R TIN G ENT ITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 (l)(1)(b) requires that the accounts of each parish tax collector 
be audited annually. A ccordingly, the accom panying fin ancial statem ents reflect the financial 
activity of the sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-offieio parish tax collector. 
A m ounts included in these financial statem ents are also included in the sheriff's annual general- 
purpose financial statem ents. 

C . CA SH 

Cash and cash equivalents consist of cash in interest bearing bank dem and deposits and 
certificates of deposit. State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank 
dom iciled in the parish where the funds are eollected. A t June 30, 1999, the sheriff has $106,547 
(bank balances) on deposit with a local financial institu tion in interest certificates of deposit and 
dem and accounts. These cash balances, representing unsettled tax and license collections, and 

interest earned are fully secured through federal deposit insurance ($100,000) and pledged 
securities held by the custodial bank ($6,547). 
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CO NCO RDIA PA R ISH SH ERIFF 
TAX  CO LLECTO R A G ENCY FUND 

V idalia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

N O TE 2 - STA TE REV EN UE SHA RIN G FUND S 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 38 of 1996 w ere distributed as follows: 

Fifth Louisiana Levee Board 

Concordia Parish 

Police Jury 

School Board 

A ssessor 

Sheriff 

Recreation District No. 2 
Recreation District No. 3 
Pension funds 

T otal 

N O TE 3 - PRO PERTY TAX ES 

$ 21,453 

110,736 

152,464 

18,260 

136,560 

1,973 

3,293 
9,466 

$454,205 

Property taxes are levied in Decem ber and payable by June 15 of the follow ing year. The 
C oncordia Parish Assessor prepares a list of property taxes due the Tax Collector, but the Tax 
C ollector is responsible for billings and collections. The total m illage is 102.25 m ills, w hich is 
dedicated to various C oncordia Parish governm ent agencies. 

N O TE 4 - A D VALO R EN! TA XES PAID UND ER PR O TEST 

Included in the unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others is $44,475 of A d V aiorem  taxes 
paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the investm ent of these funds, totaling $1,069. 
These funds are held pending resolution of the protest. 

N O TE 5 - TH E YEA R 2000 ISSUE 

The Y ear 2000 Issue is a result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other equipm ent that m ay adversely affect operations in the year 1999 and beyond if date sensitive 
coding is not corrected. The Tax Collector is aw are of the year 2000 issue and is currently assessing 

all of its system s. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT AND OTHER SCHEDULES REQUIRED BY 
GO VERN M EN T A UDIT1N G STAN DARDS 
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Sum m ary of 

CO NC O RD IA PA RISH TA X CO LLECTO R 
V ID A LIA, LO UISIA NA 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

1. The auditors' report expresses an unqualified opin ion on the G eneral Purpose Financial 
Statem ents of the Coneordia Parish Tax Collector. 

2. O ne reportable condition w as disclosed durin g the audit of the financial statem ents 
reported in the Report on Com pliance and on Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 
Based on an Audit of Fin ancial Statem ents Perform ed in Accordance w ith G overnm ent 
A uditing Standards. 

3. No instance of noncom pliance certain laws and regulations of the Concordia Parish Tax 
Collector w ere disclosed during the audit. 

Findines - Financial Statem ent Aud 

Reportable Condition 

99-1 

C ondition: 

C riteria: 

Effect: 

Recom m endation: 

W e noted that the C oncordia Parish Tax Collector did not have 
a detailed general ledger printed or available electronically. 
Also no back up had been m ade of the general ledger com puter 
files. The auditor had to recreate this inform ation. 

To increase internal controls, we recom m end that back ups are 

made of all ledgers, journals and other records kept on 
com puter fdes. 

Because of the unavailability of the detailed general ledger, 
internal controls are w eakened. 

W e recom m end that a policy be 
general ledgers be printed and 
com puter files. 
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October 21, 1999 

Switzer, Hopkins & M ange 
Certified Public Accountants 
P. O . Box 1518 
Ferriday, LA 71334 

D ear M r. Hopkins 

~1~ 757-9f62 

18-996-529 f 

g I ~;-L~~6 2200 
g 1 ~ ~g9 79~6 

9 f ~-~96 502 

In regard to the findings of the June 30, 1999 auditor's report of the general ledger and 

the com puter back-up procedure, we will m ake the necessary changes to see that this is corrected 

in the future. 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIAN CE A ND O N INTERNAL C O N TRO L 
O V ER FINA N CIA L REPO RTIN G  BASED O N AN A U D IT O F 

FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN 
A C C O RD ANCE W 1TIt G O VERN M ENT A UD ITING STA NDARD S 

ltonorable Randy J. M axwell 
C oncordia Parish Sheriff  and 
Ex-O fficio Parish T ax C ollector 
V idalia, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
Concordia Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report 
thereon dated O ctober 11, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent 
A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States and Louisiana 
Governm ental A udit Guide, issued by the Louisiana Legislative A uditor and Louisiana Society of 
C ertified Public A ccountants. 

C om pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Tax C ollector's fin ancial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with whleb could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. H owever, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no in stances of noncom pliance that are 
required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control over Financial Renortine 

In planning and perform in g our audit, we considered the Tax Collector's control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. H ow ever, w e noted certain m atters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operations that we consider being reportable conditions. Reportable conditions 
involve m atters com ing to our attention relatin g to significant deficiencies in the design or operation 
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H onorable Randy J. M axwell 
C oncordia Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-O fficio Parish Tax Collector 
Page Two 

of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the 
Tax Collector's ability to record, process, sum m arize and report fin ancial data consistent with the 
assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statem ents. Reportable conditions are described in the 
accom panying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item  99-1. 

O ur consideration of the in ternal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts 
that w ould be m aterial in  relation to the general purpose fin ancial statem ents being audited m ay 
occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing 
their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters in volving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that we consider bein g m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the in form ation of m anagem ent and the Legislative A uditor of the State 
of Louisiana. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Ferriday, Louisiana 
O ctober 11, 1999 
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