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LASA LLE PA RISH TAX COLLECTOR 

]ena, Louisiana 

~~ As provided by Article V
, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is tile ex-officio tax 

collector of tile parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, state and 
ti:dcral revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 



JOHN R. VERCHER PC 
Certi~ied Public Accountant 

P.O .Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

N I)EPEN DENT AU DITO R 'S REPO R T O N FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENT 

Ihmorablc Dennis 1. W arw ick 
LaSalle Parish Sheriff and 
F~x-Officio Tax Collector 
Jena. Louisiana 

1 bave audited the statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the LaSalle Parish Sheriff for tile period 
tiom June l, 1998 to June 30, 1999, as listed ill the table of contents. These financial statements arc the rcspnnsibility 
of lhc n|anagcmcnt of the Sheriff's Office. M y responsibility is to ext~ress an opiniou on these financial statements 
based un m y audit. 

1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and tile Government Auditing 
Standards, by lbc Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require tbal ] plan and perlbrm the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about w bether the financial statem ent is free of m aterial lnisslatem ent. An andit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tbe am ounts and disclosures in the financial statement. All audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates made by m anagelnent, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statem ent presentation. ] believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis from m y npinion. 

As described in Note 1, the LaSalle Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies 
w ithin LaSalle Parish, and the accompanying financial statements presents inform ation only on his activities of the ex- 
ntficin parish tax collector. Further, tbe accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the basis of cash 
receipts and disbursem ents w hich is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

1 was unable to determ ine what effect, if ally, tile year 2000 will have nn the SheriW s computer system or wha 
el]L~ct it w ill have o~l the Sheriff's financial condition. 

In my opinion, except for tbe effects of such adjustments, if ally, as might have been determined to be necessary 
had I been able to satisfy myself as to the effects of the year 2000 questiun as discussed in the preceding paragraph, the 
financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the assets and liabilities, arising from cash 
transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the LaSalle Parish Sheriff at June 30, 1999, and the collections and 
distributions for the year then ended, nn the basis of accounting as described in Note 1. 

M y audit was made tbr the purpose of forlning an opinion on the financial stalement taken as a whole. The 
graphs listed ill the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of tile 
financial statem ent of the Tax Collector Fund of tbe LaSalle Parish Sheriff . Such infnrmation has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied tn the financial statem ent and, ill m y opinion

, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in 
relation to the financial statem ent taken as a whole. 

July 8, 1999 
Jcna. I~ouisiana 

MEMBER 
-- -- AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF-CER~1FIED PUBLIC ACCQUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOIJNTANTS 



JOH N R. VERCH ER PC 
Cert~ed Pu~Fic Accountant 

P.O .Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (358) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

REPO RT O N COM PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L O VER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED 

Ilonorable Dennis 1, W arw ick 
LaSalle Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Oflieio Tax Collector 
Jcna. Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of tile LaSalle Parish Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) 
as of and for the period from June 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999 and have issued my report thereon dated July 8, 1999. 1 
conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the LaSalle Parish Tax Collector Fund's financial 
statements are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatement, 1 performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial ell;eel on the 
deterufination of financial statement am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance w ith those provisions was 

not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, ] do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required 1o be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

uternal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing m y audit, 1 considered tlle LaSalle Parish Tax Collector Fund's inlerua] conlrol 
over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the 
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. M y consideration of 
Ihe internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in lhe internal co111ro) over 
financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or 
operatiou of one or m ore of the internal eoutrnl com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level lhe risk that 
m isstatements in amounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not 
be detected w ithin a timely period by employees ill the norm al course of perfiwming their assigned functions. I noted 
nt~ matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation tha5 1 consider to be malerial 
w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the LaSalle Parish Sheriff 's m anagem ent and Legislative 
Auditor's Office. ltowever, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

,0,,~  R , '~'e, rd ~  
Jena, Louisiana 
Jtdy 8, 1999 

MEMBER_  
-- - AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



ASSETS 

Cash 

LASA LLE PA RISH  TAX COLLECTOR 

]ena, louisiana 

Statement of Assets anaC Liaflifities 
A risinq

Lfrom Cash Transactions 
June 30, 1999 

LIABILITIES 

Due To Taxing Bodies And Other 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

$ 1,039,103 

$ 1,039,103 



LASA LLE PA RISlt TAX COLLECTOR 

]ena, Louisiana 

Statement of Collections, Distributions, 
and Unsettled Balances 

Far the Period from June 1, 1998 
to June 30, 1999 

UNSETTLED BALANCE AT JUNE 1, t998 

CO LLECTIO NS 
Ad Valorem Taxes 
Interest O n: 
Checking Account & Escrows 
Escrow Account 

State Revenue Sharing (Note 2) 

Total Collections 

TOTAL 

DISTRIBUTIO NS 
Louisiana Forestry Com m ission 
Tensas Basin Levee District 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
LaSalle Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Assessor 
Hospital District No. 2 
Recreation District No. 5 
Recreation District No. 10 
Recreation District No. 22 
Sewerage Distdct No. 1 
Am bulance Service District 
Nebo Fire District 
Eden Fire District 
W hitehall Fire Distdct 
Pension Funds 
Tax Redem ptions, Etc. 

Total Distributions 

UNSETTLED BALANCE AT JUNE 30, 1999 DUE TO 
TAXING BO DIES AND O THERS 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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Statem ent A 

$ 81!A51 

$ 5,375,239 

50,497 
217 

_ .. 3~5,599 

$ 5;741,552 

$ 6,552,703 

$ 23,519 
1,865 
1.387 

1,556,227 
1,637,987 
1,336,689 
296,800 
101,919 
26,992 
39,304 
38,142 
43,628 
189,022 
24,576 
21,089 
20,002 
152,627 

. 
1~815 

$ 5,9.13,600 

$ 1,039,103 



INTRO DUCTIO N 

LASA LLE PA RISIt TAX COLLECTOR 

lena, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financiaf Statement 

As provided by A rSc)e V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, the sher'lff serves a Jbur-ycar term 

as the chief executive officer of the law enforcem ent district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish. A s ex-officio 
parish tax collector of' the parish, the sheriff is responsible for the collection and distributing ad valorem property taxes

, 

parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds
, sporting licenses, and fines, costs, and bond torfcitures 

im posed by the district court. 

(I) SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFI 

(2) 

A . Reporting Entity 

Louisiana Revised Statute (LSA-R.S.) 24:517 (D) requires the accounts of each parish tax collector to 
be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statclnents reflect the financial activity of the 
sheriff related only to the responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Am ounts included in these financia; 
statements are also included in the sheriff's annual component unit financial statclnents. 

B. Basis of A ccounting 

C . Cash 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections
, in interest bearing accounts, w ith a hank 

dom iciled in the parish where the ftmds are collecled
. Further, the sheriff may invest these deposits in 

certificates of deposit or other investments perm itted by law
. 

EVENUE AND EXCESS REVENUE SH AR1 

The revenue and excess revenue sharing funds were distributed as follows 

Tensas Basin Levee District 
LaSalle Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Assessor 
An~t~u[ance Service District 
Recreation District No. 5 
Recreation District No. 22 
Sewerage District No. 1 
Nebo Fire District 
Pension Funds 

TO TAL 

STATE 
$ 121 

73,059 
91,703 
88,293 
31,114 
15,157 
1,518 
2,753 
3,185 
1.897 
6.799 

$ 315,599 



~) CASIt AND INVESTM ENTS 

LASA LLE PA RISH TAX COLLECTOR 

lena, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financiaf Statement 

A ll cash is held in FD IC secured institutions in checking or interest bearing aecom~ts. The folh)w h)g ace(routs 

arc currently secured as ik)llow s: 

(4) 

Bank Accounts 

Checking Account 
Escrow (Protest Taxes & Interest) 

Total 

Security Pledges 

FDIC 
Federal Hom e Loan Bank 

Total 

TAX ES PAID U NDER PRO TEST 

Bank 
Balance 

$ 25,894 

$ 1,039,222 

$ 200,000 
.
5,587~422 

$ 5,787,422 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice 
to the lax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt of 
ihis notice, the amount paid is segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within 
tl~c 30-day period for recovery of such am ounts, the funds are held pending outcom e of the suit. If the taxpayer 
prevails, the collector refunds the am ount due, w ith interest at the rate of 2 per cent per annum frnnr the dale the tunds 
were received by the tax collector. The following is a summary of taxes paid under protest: 

O ld Protested Taxes Paid 
Interest Earned 
New Protested Taxes Paid 

Tota 

804,360 
36.174 
172.793 

$ 1,013,327 



LASA LLE PA RISIt TAX  COLLECTOR 

JENA, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COST 
For the Year Encfeff ]une 30, 1999 

1 have audited the financial statement of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the LaSalle Parish Sheriff as of and 
for the year ended June 30, 1999 and have issued m y report thereon dated July 8, 1999. 1 conducted m y audit in 
accordance wilh generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits col~lained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. M y audit of the financial 
statements as of June 30, 1999 resulted in a qualified opinion. 

Section I Sum m ary of Auditor's Reports 

a. Reporl on Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

lrJtcr f~al Control 
M aterial W eaknesses []  Yes [] No Reportable Conditions /SI Yes /~ No 

Compliance 
Compliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents []  Yes [] No 

h. Federal Awards (Not Applicable) 

nternal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses []  Yes []  No Reportable Conditions [] Yes [] No 

Type of Opinion On Compliance Unqualified [] 

For M ajor Programs Disclaimer [] 
Qualified [] 
Adverse [] 

Are the finding required to be reported in accordance w ith Circular A-133
, Section .510(a)? 

[] Yes [] No 

e. Identification Of M ajor Programs: 

CFI)A Num ber is) Nam e O f Federal Program (or Cluster 

)~liar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B Program s 

s the auditec a 'low -risk' auditee, as defined by OM B Circular A-1337 ~ Yes []  No 



LASA LLE PA RISH  TAX COLLECTOR 

lENA, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COST - (CONT.) 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Seclion 11 Financial Statem ent Findings Required To Be Reported In Accordance W ilh G AGAS 

There were no findings required to be reported in accordance w ith GAGAS 



I~gislative Auditor 
Stale of Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 

LASA LLE PA RISH TAX COLLECTOR 

]ENA, IJgUISIANA 
LASA LLE PA RISIt 

M ANA GEM EN T'S SUM M ARY 

OF PRIOR YEA R FIN D IN GS 

The management of the Tax Collector Agency Fund 
action summaries relating to audit findings brought to their 
ended M ay 31, 1998. 

of lhe LaSalle Parish Sheriff has provided the follow ing 
attention as a result of their financial audit for the year 

There were no prior year m anagem en! letter com m ents or findings. 
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