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The I lonorable David A . N aquin 
St. M ary Parish Sheriff as 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
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]NDEPENDEN'I" AUDITOR'S REPORT 
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W e have audited the accompanying statem ent of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax 
Collector Fund (agency fund) of the St. Mary Parish Sheriff for the thirteen months ended June 30, 1998 as listed 
in the table of contents. This financial statement is the responsibility of the St. M ary Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio 
Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statem ent based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Governm ent Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require thal we plata and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ent is free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tlac am ounts and disclosures 
in the financial statem ent. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

A s described m ore fully in N ote 1, the accom panying statem ent presents inform ation only on the Tax Collector 
Fund (agency fund) and is not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the 
St. M ary Parish Sheriff. Further, the accom panying statem ent of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances 
has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the accom panying financial statem ent referred to above presents fairly, in all m aterial respects
, 

the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. M ary Parish Sheriff for 
the thirteen m onths ended June 30, 1998, on the basis of accounting described in Note 1. 

In accordance w ith Go ve_rnment Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated September 16, 1998 
on our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. M ary Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws and regulations. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 

M organ City, Louisiana 
Septem ber 16, 1998 
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Unsettled balmlces, June 1, 1997 

ST. M ARY PARIStl SHERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 

Franklin. Louisiana 

TAX COLLECJO R AGENCY FUND 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions 
and Unsettled Balances 

For the Thirteen M onths Ended June 30, 1998 

Collections: 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 

Sporting licenses 
Parish occupational licenses 
Interest on: 

Delinquent taxes 
l)cposit of taxes, licenses, etc. 
Deposit of taxes paid under protest 

Tax notices, etc. 

Total collections 

D istributions: 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisl~eries 
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 

Timberland Fire District 
Louisiana Tax Comm issiOn 
St. M ary Parish: 

Council 
School Board 
I)rainage Districts 

W aterworks Districts 
I lospital Districts 
Recreation D istricts 
Fire Protection Districts 
Sewerage D istricts 
I larbor and q'enninal D istricts 
M osquito Control District N o. 1 
Sheriff 

Assessment District 
Pension Funds 

Total distributions 

Unsettled balances, Jnne 30, 1998, due to 
taxing bodies and others 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

$ 1,024.816 

21,167,185 

1,220,269 

257,614 
338.927 

21,375 
31,503 
31,649 

6,019 

23,074.541 

24,099,357 

221,542 
41,254 

5,375 

5.391 

2,872,390 
9,464,939 
1,433,600 
987,725 

1,495,345 
778,487 
523,026 
910,955 
863,632 

30,131 
2,522,955 
650,036 
34,426 

22,841,209 

$ 1.258.148 



 

ST. M ARY PARISIt SIIER1FF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 

Franklin, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ent 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI.ICIES 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff is the cx- 
officio lax collector of the Parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad 
valorem properly taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing ftmds, and angling, 
bunting, and trapping licenses. 

1,ouisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited 
annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statement reflects financial activity of the Sheriff 
relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Am ounts included in this report arc 
also included in the SherifPs annual 'Fax Collector Fund financial statem ents. 

N O TE 2 INTF, REST-BEARIN G DEPOSITS 



 

ST. M ARY PA RISH SHERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COI.LECTOR) 

Franklin, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem eut 

N OTE 3 STATE REVENUE $I IARING FUNDS 

The revenne sharing funds provided by Act 1452 of 1997 received during the year were allocated 
am ong tile taxing bodies as follows: 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 
St. M ary Parish: 
Council 
Library 
School Board 
1 lospital Districts 
W aterworks D istricts 
Drainage D istricts 
ltarbor and Term inal D istricts 
Sheriff 
Assessm ent D istrict 

Pension Funds 

Tota 

N OTE 4 UNSETTI,ED BALAN CES 

The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 1998 of $1,258,148 consists of the following 

Ad valorem taxes 
Protest taxes 

Sporting licenses 
Parish licenses 
Interest earned on deposits and delinquent taxes 
lnleresl earned on protest taxes 
Tax notices, costs, etc. 

$ 1,817 

109,417 

59,923 
457,045 
74,023 
30,355 
130,647 

85,034 
174,237 
63,345 
34,426 

$1,220,269 

$ 13,979 
1,092,281 

23,188 
32,588 
31,116 
64,446 

550 

$1,258,148 
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I)arnall, Sil<cs 
Frederick 

Independent Auditor's Report oll Compliance and 
on Internal Control over Financial 
Reporting Based on an Audit of 
Financial Statem ents Performed in 

A ccordance w ith Govenunent Auditing Standards 

I lonorable David A . N aquin 
St. M ary Parish Sheriff 
Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 
Franklin, Louisiana 

W e have audited the statem ent of collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund 
(agency fnnd) of the St. M ary Parish Sheriff, as of and for the thirteen months ended June 30, 1998, aud have 
issued our report thereon dated September 16, 1998. W e have conducted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards, and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govennnent Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

C_

'ompliance 

be reported under G overnm ent. Auditing Standards 

Interual Control Over Financial ReoortinR 

In plamaing and perform ing our audit, we considered the St. M ary Parish Sheriff s internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
stalemenl and not to provide assurance on the iuleroal control over financial reporting. 1 lowever, we noted one 
certain m ailer i~w olviug the inlernal control over financial reporting and its operation thai we consider to be a 
reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com iug to our attention relating to signifieauI 
deficiencies iu the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, 
could adversely affect the St. M ary Parish SherilTs ability to record, process, sum m arize and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of management in the statement of collections, distributions and unsettled balances. 
The reportable condition is described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs as item 
98-1. 



This report is in|ended for the inform ation oftbe sheriff and m anagem ent ofbls office. H owever, this report is 
a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

A Corporation of Cerlified Public Accountants 

M organ City, Louisiana 
Septem ber 16, 1998 
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97-1 Finding 

ST. M ARY PARISH SHERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 

Franklin, Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Thirteen M onths Ended June 30, 1998 

nadeuuate Se~ret, ation of Accounting, Functions 

Slatus: This finding is unresolved. See current year finding 98-1 

97-2 Finding nadeuuale Fidelity Bond Insurance Coverage 

Status: This finding has been resolved 

97-3 Finding Audit Renort Not Tim ely Filed 

Stalus: This finding only applied to the audit of the year ended M ay 31, 1997, and has been resolved 
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ST. M A RY PARISIt SH ERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COI.LECTOR) 

Franklin, Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Schedule of Finding and Questioned Costs 
For the Thirteen M onths Ended June 30, 1998 

Part I : Sum m ary of Auditor's Results 

FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN T 

Auditor's Report - Financial Statement 

An unqualified opinion has been issued on the statem ent of collections, distributions, and unsettled 
balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. M ary Parish Sheriff as of and for the thirteen m onths 
ended June 30. 1998. 

Reportable Conditions - Financial Statem ent 

One reportable condition in internal control over financial reporting was disclosed during the audit of 
the financial statem ent and is shown as item 98-1 in Part 2 and is considered a m aterial weakness. 

M aterial N oncom pliance - Financial Reporting 

There were no m aterial instances of noncom pliance noted during the audit of the financial statem ent 

FEDERAL A W ARDS 

This section is not applicable for the fiscal period ended June 30, 1998 

l'art 2: Findings Relating to an Audit in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 

98-1 Inadequate Segregation of Accounting Ftmetions 

Finding: 

Due to the small num ber of accounting personnel, the Sheriff did not have adequate segregation of 
functions w ithin the accounting system . 

Recom m endation: 

Based upon the size of the operation and the cost benefil of additional personnel, it m ay not be feasible 
to achieve complete segregation of duties. 

Part 3: Findings and Questioned Costs Relating to Federal Programs 

At June 30, 1998, the Tax Collector Fund of the St. M ary Parish Sheriff did not m eet the requirem ents 
to have a single audit in accordance with OM B Circular A-133, therefore this section in not applicable. 



 

ST. M ARY PARISH SH ERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 

Franklin, Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 

M anagem ent's Corrective Aclion Plan For Current Year Findings 
For the Thirteen M onths Ended June 30, 1998 

Response to Finding 98-1 

No response is considered necessary 
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