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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

Honorable Jeff Wiley ASCENSION PARISII SIIERIFF ( AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) Doualdsonvillc, Louisiana 
We have andited the financial statements of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PARIStl StlER1FF as of and for the year cnded June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Ascension Parish Sheriff Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our andil. Except as discussed in the following paragraph, wc conducted our audit in accordance with gencrally aeecptcd auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the fiuancial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidcncc supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the acconnting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 &sues, requires disclosurc of certain matters regarding the year 2000 issue. The Ascel~sion Parish Shcriffhas included such disclosures in Note 5. Because of the unprecedented nature of the 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related remediation issucs will not be fidly determinable until the 2000 and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence to support Ascension Parish Sheriff's disclosures ,,vifll respect to the year 2000 issue made in Note 5. Further, we do not provide assurance that that Ascension Parish Sheriff is or will be 2000 ready, that Ascension Parish SheriWs year 2000 remediation eflbns will be succcssfid in whole or in part, or that parties with which Ascension Parish does business will be year 2000 ready. As described in Note 1, the Ascension Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within Ascension Parish, and the accompanying statements present iufommtion only on the activities as parish tax collector and arc not intended to prcscut fairly the financial position and results of operations of the Ascension Parish Sheriff Furthcnuorc, the accompanying statemants have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting othcr than generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been dctcnnined to bc necessary had we been able to exanmlc such evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the TAX COLLI,;CTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PARIStl SHERIFF as of June 30, 1998, and the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUNI) for the period from July 1, 1997, through June 30, 1998, on the basis of accounting described in Note 1. 
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lo accordance with Government Auditing Standards, wc have also issucd our report dated Dcccmbcr 23, 1998 oll our considcralion of Ascension Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting as it relates to the tax collector agcncy ftmd and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana December 23, 1998 

-2- 



Cash 

ASCENSION PARISH SItERIFF 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES ARISING FROM CASII TRANSACTIONS June 30. 1998 

Duc to taxing bodies and others 

ASSETS 
LIABILITIES 
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355.65 

355,65 



ASCENSION PARISH SllERIFF 
TAI"EMENT OF COLLECTIONS~ DISTRIBUTIONS AND UNSETTLED BALANCES FOR TIlE PERIOD FROM JULY 1~ 199"7, TltROUGIt JUNE 30, 1998 

UNSE'VFLED B (2OLLECTIONS Ad valorcm taxes: Current year l~rior year Plotasl Taxes - CL!ITCI]t Year State revenue sharing Sporting licenses Parish licenses Interest canled on: Time deposits l)clinqucnt taxes Protested taxes Motor vehicle taxes Costs, notices, elc Refunds mid redemptions Total collections Tota DISTRIBUTIONS l,ouisiana Deparunent of Treasury l,ouisiana l)eparlment of Agriculture and Forestry 1,ouisiana l)cpartment of Wildlile and Fisheries Asecnsion Parish: Parish Council School Board Assessor Sheriff 1 lospital districts Atchafalaya Basin I,evce l)istJ ict Bayou l,afourche Fresh Water District Tax coi111nissions Pension funds P.ehmds and redemptions Total distribulions NSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30 1998 lIE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS -4- 

221,518 
29,253,601 25~44 254,820 1,440,119 228,932 21.406 63,365 16,261 9,483 1,555 10,982 80.672 31.406.840 31,628,358 
286,895 2,289 212.673 5,846,910 6,992,708 724,227 5,193,477 608 37,930 23,283 8,082 811,581 132.044 



INTRODUCTION 

ASCENSION PARIStl SItERIFF Donaldsonville, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND NOTES TO TItE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational liecnses, state revenue sbaring fund, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. Snmmarv of Sienificant Accountine Policies A. Basis of Presentation The accounLs of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such laws, and unsettled balances duc various taxing bodies and ofllcrs. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. As such, the accompanying financial statements do not reflect the receivables and related payable associated witb tax collection activities. 
Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires that the accounts of each parish tax collector be auditcd ,'mnually. Accordingly, tile accompanying financial statements reflect financial activity of the sheriff relating only to Iris rcsponsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included in the sheriffs annual ganeral purpose financial statements. 
C. Cash and Cash Equivalents State law authorizes the sheriffto deposit tax collections in a bm~k domiciled in the parish where the fimds are collected Furthermore, the sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investments permitted by law. 2. Cash At ye~ end, the carrying amount of the parish tax collector's deposits was $ 355,651 and the bank balance was $ 366,629. Of the bank bah'mec $ 400,000 was covered by federal depository insurance and $ 2,812,471 was covered by collateral held by tile pledging bank's agent in thc tax collector's name and $1,800,000 at the fiscal agent bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank. 
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3. State Revenue Sharing 

ASCENSION PARISH SttER1FF Donaldsonville, Louisiana TAX COI.LECTOR AGENCY FUND NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 763 of 1990 were distributed as follows Louisim~a Department of Treasury Ascension Parish Sheriff: Police Jury School Board Assessor Sheriff: Law enforcement Commission Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Bayou 1,afourehe Fresh Water District Pension funds Total 4. Taxes Paid tinder Protest 

157,234 659,901 157,574 84,676 
229,583 117,967 7,850 6,763 18.571 

l.ouisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice to tile tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or aportion ofthe total taxes paid Upon receipt of this notice, the amotmt paid will be segregated mad held by the lax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within the 30-day period for recovery of such amounts, the ftmds segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. lfthe taxpayer prevails, the tax collector will refund the amount due with interest at tlle rate of two per cent per mmum from the date the fimds were received by the tax collector. The following is a summary of tile transactions relating to protested taxes Balance, July 1, 1997 
Additions: Current year protested taxes lnterestearnings Balance, June 30, 1998 
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$ 65,130 
254,820 9.484 $ 329,434 



Year 2000 Issues 

ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Year 2000 Issue consists of two shortcomings that make computer processing systems tmable to read year-date data beyond the 5'ear 1999. The first shortcoming is that many computer programs contain abbreviated dates which dimiuate the first two digits of the year. Therefore, some computer programs may rccogniz~ January 1,2000 as JanuaD' l, 1900 and process data incorrectly or stop processing altogether. The second shortcoming is that some computers will be uanblc to detect the year 2000 as a leap year and may not register the additional day and the data calculations may be incorrect. 
Currently the Ascension Parish Sheriff is waiting for a software update that should bring the Tax Collector Fund and the Sportsman's License Fund to 2000 compliant. 
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OTHER REPORTS REOUIRED BY 
GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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NDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAl, CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE W1TIt GOVERNMENTA UDIIING STANI)ARI)S 

tlonorable Jeff Wiley ASCFNSION PARISH SHERIFF (AS Ex-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
We have audited the financial statements of the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PARISII SIIERIFF as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated December 23, 1998, which was qualified because insufficient audit evidence exists to support Ascension Parish Sheriff's disclosure with respect to the year 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentence, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standard% issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PARISII Sit ERIFF financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement anaounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with fl~ose provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and perforating our audit, we considered the TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND OF TIlE ASCENSION PAR1SII SHERIFF'S internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatement in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all nmttcrs in the internal control -8- 
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that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that arc also considered the material weaknesses. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the infommtion of the Ascension Parish Sheriff. management and the Legislative Auditor ttowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not linrited. 

Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana December 23. 1998 
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