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CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana 

,t As provldc, d by Article V, Section 27 sheriff is tile cx-officio tax ~~ollcctor of fl~e parish di~trilmtion of ad valorem property taxes, state and hunting,, and tl'apping liccn~e~. 
of tile Louisiana Conmlitution of ]974., the and is rc++ponsib]e for thc co]lccLion aml federal rcvcn.e sharing f.nds, and angling, 
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JOHN R. VERCHER PC ~trtfftt~ ]~nbltr Arronntun! P,O.Box 1608 Jena, Louisiana 71842 Tel: (818) 992-6848 Fax: (818) 992-4374 

REI)ORT ON (X)MPL1ANCE AND REPO]tTIN(; BASED ON AN AI IN A(;CORDA llonoraldc Romfic Book (htahoula Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio Tax Colle+ctor ]larrisonburg, l,ouisiana 

(OL OVER FINANCIAL TEMENqS PERFORMI,;1) UI)ITING STANI)ARI)S 

] have audited the financial statement~ of the (;atahoula Parish Tax (blle, ctor Fund (agency fund) a~ of and for the pcrlod from June ], 1997 to June 30, J998 and /]ave i~t[ed my report thcrexm dated August 7, ]998. I conducted my audit in aecordam~ with generally ac(~pted auditing standards and the standard~ alqdicab]e to financial audits containexl in Govcrmncnl Auditing ~qtanrb~rel~, issued ])y Ihc (ZmptroBcr Genera] of the United States. 
As part of obtaining re.a~onable as~urancc al)oul whether tim Catahoula Parish Tax (~)lle(:tor Fund's financial stalcmenls are fre~ of material mi~tatcme, nt, I performed te~ls of its (:oml)liance wilh cerlain provisions of laws, regulations, contract~ and grants, non(>ompliance with whi(~h could have a dire<:t and material elf(.,<:[ on the detel'minatlon of financial s(atefnent~ alllOttlltS. However, providing an opinion on coml,lianee with Ihosc provisions was not an objcx:tivc of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do nol cxprc~s s.ch an opinion. The rcsults of my tc+sts disclosed no instan~~c~s of noneomplian<~ that arc required Io be rejmrhxt under G'ovciTmzenl Auditing ,qtandard~ 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing my audit, l r~)nsidcrcA the Catahoula Parish Tax (bllc<:tor ]gmd's internal (:ontrol over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the lee'pose of exl,r(~sing my opinion Oll the financial statements and not to provide assuran+~ on the internal conlrol over financial rel>orting. My consideration of fl~e internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material we.akne.ss is a condition in which the de.sign or operalion of one or more of the inlernal (~ontrol (x)mponents does ]1ot reduce to a relatively low level the risk thai misslalemcnts in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statenmnts being audilr.d lnay occur and not l.c del(w:led within a timely period ]>y cmploye, c,s in the normal course of pcJ'forming their a,;~igned functions. ] note+l no mancrs involving thc internal <~>ntrol over financial rcpoJ'ting and ils operation that 1 consider to be material we.akne+,ses. 
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Thig report ] ~glxlativc Auditor's ]imite~]. 

August 7, ]998 

ix intcndcd for thc information of thc Catahoula Parixh Sheriff's managcmcn| and Off]c*.. Howcvcr, tiffs report ix a matter of public rc~>ord and it~ dixtrl])ution i~ not 



ASSETS Cash 

CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrlsonburg, Louisiana Statement of Assets and Liabilities Arising ~rom Cash Transactions June 30, 1998 

$ 
LIABILITIES Due to Taxing Bodies and Others $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 4 



CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Ba]ances For the Period from June 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998 
UNSETTLED BALANCE AT JUNE i, 1997 
COLLECTIONS Ad Valorem Taxes Angling, Bunting and Trapping Licenses Interest on: Checking Escrow Delinquent Taxes State Revenue Sharing (Note 2) Tax Notices, Redemptions, Etc. Occupational License Other Total Collections 
TOTAL 
DISTRIBUTIONS Louisiana Department of Treasury Louisiana Forestry Commission Tensas Basin Levee District Louisiana Tax Commission Catahoula Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Assessor Hospital District No. 2 Enterprise Recreation District Larto Recreation District Maitland Recreation District Fire District No. 1 Fire District NO. 2 Pension Funds Tax Redemptions, Etc. Total Distributions UNSETTLED BALANCE AT JUNE 30, 1998 DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

Statement A 

$ 2,364,194 63,091 4,874 5,794 2,703 244,855 65,912 4~,290 6,574 $ 2,799,287 $ 3,029,444 
26,776 8,995 71,248 830 471,025 1,050,985 792,630 210,863 4,350 23,859 13,144 5,726 9,537 38,788 70,373 4,037 $ 2,803,166 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



]NTRO])I]CTION 

CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statement 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of ]974, the sheriff .,;crvcs a four-yc~r Icrm as thc chicf cxccutivc offic*r of thc law cnforccmcnt distric! and cx- officio tax collcctor of thc parish. As cx-officio parish tax c~llcctor of the pari~h, thc sheriff i~ rc.~lmnsihlc for the c~ollccting and distributing ad valorcm property taxt~s, parish occupalional licc~se~, state revenue sharing funds, sporting liccnsc~s, and fim~s, costs, and bond forfeitures imposc~l by thc dislrict (~urt. 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFI(~ANT AC(X)UNTING POLI(3E,~ A. !tc, poJ'ti~ Fn~tity 

B. Basi~ of Accounting The accounts of thc Tax Collector Agcncy Fm~d arc c~tablishcd to rcflcct the collections imposed by law, and thc distrilmtion~ pursuanl to such ]aw, and unsclt]cd balant:cs duc thc various tax rc;cipicnt bodic.~ and othcrs. Thc accompanyh~g financial statcmcnt~ havc bccn prcparcxt on the cash basis of accounting, with (~llc(:tio~s rccogJfir~d when rcccivcd and distriimtion~ rcflc;ctc;d when paid. 
Statc law authorizc.~ tim shcriff to dcposit tax collections, in interest bcaring a(~:ounts, with a bank domicilc;d in thc parish whcrc thc funds arc ooll(x:tcd. Further, the shcriff may invc.~t thc.~c dcposiL~ in ccrtificatc.~ of deposit or other invcslmcnts pcJ'mitlcd by law. 2. RI:NENll]'I AND EXCF~Kq REVENUE SIIAR1NG The rcvcn.c and cx(~'.ss rcvcnuc sharing hinds wcrc distributcd as follows: 



CATM[OULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Finanela] Statement 
2. REVENllF, AND EXCI,~q REVENUE S}tARING -((Znt.) 

Tensas Basin Levee District Louisiana Forestry Catahoula Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Assessor Enterprise Recreation District Maitland Recreation District Larto Recreation District Fire District NO. 1 Fire District No. 2 Hospital District NO. 2 Pension Funds TOTAL 
3. CASI1 ANI) INVI'STMEN'IS 

STATE 
341 35,273 70,608 93,213 24,722 2,359 684 740 873 980 552 5,713 $ 244,855 ========= 

All cash is hchl in FIIIC scx:urcd insti|.tion~ is chc~:king or i.tcrc~t ],caring a(~:ottllLs. T]I(~ fellowing accountr are currenlly ~curcd as follows: Bank ACCOUnts Checking Account Escrow (Protest Taxes Total 
Security Pledges: FDIC FNMA Lake Borgne La. Basin Levee Dist Total 

Bank Balance $ 27,377 198,941 
$ 181,191 500,222 401,470 



CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harxlsonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statement 
4,, TAX1,N PAll) UNDFR I'ROTI~N'I ],o.isiana Rcvi~d Statutc 47:1576 provldc~ that taxpaycJ's, at the tinlc of paymcnl of all laxcs duc, give noti(~ to the tax ~>ollc~:tor of thcir intcJ~tion to filc suit for r(x:ovcry of all or a portion of thc total taxc.~ paid. Upon receipt of thi~ noti(~., the ainou.! paid i~ segregated and held by the tax collcctor for a pcriod of 30 day~ If suit is filcd within d~c 30-day period for rcx:ovcry of such amounL~, thc fm~ds arc hcld pceding out(~mc of thc suit. If Ihc taxpayer prcvail% thc collc~:tor rcfunds thc amounl duc, with intercept at thc rate of 2 per (ctll per ann.n/ from thc date thc funds wcrc rcccivcd by the tax collcctor. The followit~g is a summary of taxes paid u.dcr protc~t: Protested Taxes Paid Interest Earned Total Held in Escrow $ 192,310 6,631 



CATAI1OULA PARISll TAX COIJ,E(3"OR ]larrisonburg, l,ouisiana Management lx~ttcr (]olnmcnt June 30, 1998 
l)uring lhc course of the audit, thc Shcrlff's attdilor obscrvcd condilions and ci,'cumslanccs Ihal may bc improvcd. ]~low arc sltuations notcd for improvcmcnt (if any), the auditor's rccommcndalioJ~ for hnprovcmcnt and the Sheriff's rc~ponsc. I have also includcA prior ycar management lctlcr commcnl~ (if any) and the Shcriff's action takcn. A) prior Year Ma~agcmcnt ]~,ttcr Commcnts 1) ]]nsc~:urcd (~sh Balan~.~ R(~,~ortahlc Nonmaterial ]ntcrnal Control Finding) Situatiom At Junc 30, ]998 thc tax colloctor fund had unsc~;urc~l cash balanccs of $88,581 with it~ hank. Rc~ommcndallon: State law rcquirc~ hanks that hold govcrnmcnl funds [o pledge sc~:urilics for deposit+ cx(~c, cding FI)IC ~~ovcragc for each govcrnmcnt unit. The Sheriff should l~criodically contacl his bank to dctcrminc that this funclion is hcing performed. Sheriff's Actions: Thc Sheriff contact~ his bank pcriodically to dctcrminc thai all ~tsh halancc.~ arc ~curc~l. B) (Mrrcnl Year Managcmcnt Lcttcr (kgmmcnL~ ]) There arc 11o Cil]'l'gll[ ycar In~c, mc, llt ]cllcl" COnllllgnts. 
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