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A Professional Accounting Corporation Certified Public Accountants INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana We have audited the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Shefiffas of and for the year ended April 30, 1997, as listed on the contents page. These financial statements are the responsibility of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally acx:epted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the firAancial statements are flee of material misstatemenl. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. A,; described in Note 1, the East Carroll Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within East Carroll Parish, and the accompanying statements present information only oll the activities as parish tax collector and are not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff. Furthermore, the accompanying statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the financial statements refeTved to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the East Carroll Parish 'Fax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff as of April 30, 1997, and the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund for the year then ended, on the basis of accounting described in Note 1. In accordance with Government Auditing Standard_s_, we have also issued a report dated August 7, 1997 on our consideration of East Carroll Parish 'Fax Collector's internal control structure as it relates to the tax collector agency fund and a report dated August 7, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. HULSEY, HARWOOD & CO., CPA's A Professional Accounting Corporation 
August 7, 1997 1 1900 NORTH 18th STREET .Sth FLOOR ~ blONROE, I A 71201 ~ (318) 325-6500 ~ [~AX (318) 325-1423 



$ 19,040 64,426 $ 83,466 

$ 83,466 
~__ 834~6 

The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement 
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EAST CARROLL PARISH TAX COLLECTOR LAKE PROVIDENCE, LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF COLLECTIONS, DISTRIBUTIONS AND UNSETTLED BALANCES FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1997 
Unsettled balances at Anril 30. 1996 Collections Ad valorem taxes Prior year taxes State revenue sharing ,Magling, hunting and trapping licenses Parish licenses Interest on income Costs, notices, etc. Total collections Amount available for distribution Distributions Department of Treasury: State Agriculture and Forestry Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Louisiana Tax Commission FitCh Louisiana Levee District East Carroll Parish: Assessor Hospital Service District Police Jury School Board Sheriff Port Commission Pension Funds Refunds Total distributions tied balances at Aoril 30 

84,133 
2,093,038 
193,280 45,803 1,740 11,274 436 2,345,571 2,429,704 
2,332 39,573 943 98,736 141,395 178,907 987,298 268,892 481,980 81,606 64,297 279 2,346,238 

.$ 83~466 

The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement 



INTRODUCTION 
EAST CARROLL PARISH TAX COLLECTOR LAKE PROVIDENCE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1997 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriffis the ex- officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses, and fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 
Basis of Presentation The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such laws, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. Reporting E _n_t jt~ Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires that the accounts of each parish tax collector be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements reflect :financial activity &the shedffrelating only to his responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included in the sheriff's annual general purpose financial statements. Cash and Cash Eauivalents 

At year end, the carrying amount of the parish tax collector's deposits was $19,040, and the bank balance was $77,858. The bank balance was covered by federal depository insurance at April 30, 1997. 



 

EAST CARROLL pARISH TAX COLLECTOR LAKE PROVIDENCE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1997 
There were no excess revenue sharing funds. The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 38 of 1996 were distributed as follows: Louisiana Department of Treasury: Fifth Louisiana Levee District East Carroll Parish Sheriff: Police Jury Hospital School Board Assessor Sheriff: -. Commission Lake Providence Port commission Pension funds Total 
NOTE 4 - TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

8,980 
75,414 16,293 22,978 12,496 43,086 7,432 6.60l Lj_93~280 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt &this notice, the amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within the 30-day period for recovery of such amounts, the funds segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, the tax: collector will refund the amount due with interest at the rate of two per cent per annum from the date the funds were received by the tax collector. The following is a summary of the transactions relating to protested taxes: Balance, May 1, 1996 $ 18,587 Additions: Interest earnings Balance, April 30, 1997 435 ~_ 19.0~ 



 



A Professional Accounting Corporation Certified Public Accountants INDEPENDF_,NT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana We: have audited the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriffas of and for the year ended April 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated August 7, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Governmenl Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Gener',d of the United States. ]'hose standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the: East Carroll Parish Tax Collector - Agency Fund, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgements by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial stalements using the cash basis of accounting. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of change in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. in planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax CoJllector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff, for the year ended April 30, 1997, we obtained and understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. However, we noted the following matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. These conditions were considered in determining the nature, timing and extent of the procedures to be performed in our audit of the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector for the year ended April 30, 1997. Finding No. 1 LRS 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within the 30-day period for recovery of such amounts, the funds segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevail:;, the tax collector will refund the amount due with interest from the date the funds were received by the tax collector. During our procedures, we noted that there were taxes held in protest in the amount of $14,409.82, in which a judgment had been rendered in the favor of the tax collector. These funds had not been transferred to the tax collector account and disbursed in accordance with LRS 47:1576. Recommendation: We recommend that these taxes be transferred to the tax collector account and be disbursed to applicable recipients. R~es'ponse: 
The taxes held in the protest account were unintentionally held and not disbursed due to the fact that the new secretary was unaware of the procedures involved when protested taxes are settled. We will now make sure that all protested taxes are disbursed timely when notification is received regarding the outcome of the suit. 

We :recommend that the tax collector disburse funds to applicable parties within the first ten days of the month following the collection of funds. 



Resl2onse: The Tax Collector's office has experienced repeated computer problems during the year. This fact contributed to the delay in the disbursing of these funds. We have now recognized this fact and are working with our computer support consultants to eliminate these problems. We will disburse these funds timely in the future. Also, in response to the above findings, we would like to add that we have engaged the services of a local Certified Public Accountant to give us assistance on an as needed basis. This report is intended for the information of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff, management, and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
HULSEY, HARWOOD & CO., CPA's A Professional Accounting Corporation ~, ~,~ ,~ Aul~st 7, 1997 



A Professional Accounting Corporation Certified Public Accountants 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana 
We have audited tl3e financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Can'oll Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended April 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated August 7, 1997. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to the F.ast Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff is the responsibility of the sheriff and management of his office. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector-Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff's compliance with cerlain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Material instances of noncompliance consist of failures to follow requirements on violations of prohibitions, contained in statutes, regulations, contracts, or grants, that cause us to conclude that the aggregation of the misstatements resulting from those failures on violations is material to the financial statements. The results of our tests &compliance disclosed the following instances of noncompliance, the effects of which have been considered in the April 30, 1997, financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector - Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff Finding No. 1 
LRS 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid Upon receipt of this notice, the amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days If suit is filed within the 30-day period for recovery of such amounts, the funds 
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segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, the tax collector wi refund the amount due with interest from the date the funds were received by the tax collector. During our procedures, we noted that there were taxes held in protest in the amount of $14,409.82, in which a judgment had been rendered in the favor' of the tax collector. These funds had not been transferred to the tax collector account and disbursed in accordance with Ltl.S 47:1576. Recommendation: We recommend that these taxes be transferred to the tax collector account and be disbursed to applicable recipients. Re_jponse: The taxes held in the protest account were unintentionally held and not disbursed due to the fact that the new secretary was unaware of the procedures involved when protested taxes are settled. We will now make sure that all protested taxes are disbursed timely when notification is received regarding the outcome of the suit. 

We recommend thai the tax collector disburse funds to applicable panics within the first ten days of the month following the collection of funds. Re__._~sponse: 

Also, in response to the above findings, we would like to add that we have engaged the services of a local Certified Public Accountant to give us assistance on an as needed basis. 
We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector - Agency Fund of the East Carroll Parish Sheriff are presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated August 7, 1997, on those financial statements. 
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m 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 
Certified Public Accountants INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON SPECIAL REGULATORY REPORT East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana We have audited the accompanying Statement of Cash Collections and Settlements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana for the tax period ended June 4, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated August 7, 1997. This statement is the responsibility of the Sheriff of East Carroll Parish, Lake Providence, Louisiana. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Statement of Cash Collections and Settlements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial audits contained in Gol,erlmwnt A udit#lg Standards issued by the Comptroller General &the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Statement of Cash Collections and Settlements is free of material misstatement. An audit in accordance with these standards includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the statement. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the Statement of Cash Collections and Settlements. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. The: accompanying statement was prepared to present the cash collections and settlements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector as provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, and is not intended to be a complete presentation of the Tax Collector's operations. In our opinion, the accompanying Statement of Cash Collections and Settlements presents fairly, in all material respects, the cash collections and settlements of East Carroll Parish Tax Collector for the tax period ended June 4, 1997, in conformity with the cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standard~', we have also issued a report dated August 7, 1997, on our consideration of East Carroll Parish Tax Collector's internal control structure and a report dated August 7, 1997, on its compliance with laws and regulations. This report is intended solely for the use of the Sheriff, Parish of East Carroll, and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution &this report, which is a matter of public record. HULSEY, HARWOOD & CO., CPA'S 

1900 NORTH 18th STR[!ET .5th FLOOR ~ bIONROE, IA 71201 ~ (318) 325-6500 ~ FAX (318) 325-1423 



SPECIAL REPORT - REGULATORY REQUIREMENT 



JAMES O. THORNTON, JR., ACTING EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR PARISH OF EAST CARROLL STATEMENT OF CASH COLLECTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS REPORT FOR THE TAX PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 1997 

Amount charged Supplemental Total charged Less: Settlements Remainder - not settled Collected Remainder - not settled Uncollected per record 

Forestry Tax .08/AC Levee Ad V~lorem _3_,83 Parish Ad Valorem 4.09 2,293.04 $ 93,006.10 $ 99,355.79 2,293.04 2,293.52 .48 93,006.10 9_2~608.65 ) 397.45 ( .48 ) 397.45 388.30 
99,355.79 98,763.42 592.37 592.37 419.56 

Road Maintenance Ifi.34 $129,721.25 129,721.25 129~169.54 551.71 551.71 547.79 RECORD - OVER(SttORT) _$(~ ~A8 )$ 9~115 =$ 1728~811 $ 3~92 

AFFIDAVIT (REQUIRED BY R.S. 24.513 {B}) STATE OF LOUISIANA PARISH OF EAST CARROLL I, James O. Thornton, Jr., acting ex-officio Tax Collector for the Parish of East Carroll do solemnly swear that the above is a true and correct statement of all taxes, licenses, etc., collected by my office during the period from April 30, 1996 to June 4 1997, and that cash in the bank and on hand available for settlement of the unsettled collections amounted to $83,466.47. 

: Collector 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 
. ~ day of ~.)~tlg,. ~-1997. 



EXHIBIT A 
Fire Bond Drainage Court House ttealth Unit Garbage and Fire Maintenance Library Maintenance Maintenance Disposal Maintenance 5.34 6.65 __ 2.05 3.20 8.79 6.79 $129,721.25 $ 161,544.26 $49,799.36 $ 77,735.58 $166,846.22 $128,883.98 129,721.25 1_'2,9,169.54 551.71 551.7] 547.79 

161,544.26 549.10 
549.10 682.17 
49,799.36 _ 49,587.5! 211.85 
211.85 210.29 
77,735.58 .__3Z404.96 330.62 330.62 328.26 
166,846.22 166~837.95 8.27 8.27 

128,883.98 128 877.59 6.39 6.39 
_ 3.92 $( 133~07 )$_ 1=56 $ 2,36 ~ ~~3,27 $ fi.39 

BOND OF TAX COLLECTOR The bond No. 52-0170-10736-92-6 of the Tax Collector for the sum of $20,000, (R.S.33:144-45), signed by Dale S. Rinicker, is recorded in Bond Book No. 2, page 538, Surety: United States 
Fidelity and Guaranty Company 



 

JAMES O. THORNTON, JR., ACTING EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR PARISH OF EAST CARROLL STATEMENT OF CASH COLLECTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS REPORT (Continued) FOR THE TAX PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 1997 
Amount charged Supplemental Total charged Less: Settlements Remainder - not settled Collected Remainder - not settled Uncollected per record 

Hospital Maintenance 6.95 General School Tax 5.08 Special School Tax 5.43 Port Commission 3.17 $168,831.97 $12.3,405.24 $131,907.57 $ 77,006.81 168,831.97 168,113.85 718.12 718.12 712.94 
123,405.24 _322,880.34 524.90 524.90 521.12 

131,907.57 131,346.50 561.07 561.07 557.02 
77,006.81 76,679.24 327.57 327.57 325.18 RECORD - OVER(SHORT) $~____.5~_1_8 $ L78 $ _4,05 ~ 2.39 



EXHIBIT A (Continued) 
Total I.aw Assessment LTC Current Enforcement District Assessment Assessment 18.19 5.33 Fee Taxes $ 441,878.19 441,878.19 439~_998.76 1,879.43 1,879.43 ~_865~996 

$129,478.33 129,478.33 128,927.63 550.70 550.70 546.76 

$ 947.36 947.36 947.33 
$ 2,112,362.80 2,112,362.30 2,104,601.49 03 7,760.81 03 7,760.81 7.653.14 

$ 

$ !~A7 $ 3L94 $ O~003 _$ !07~67 $ 



 
JAMES O. THORNTON, JR., ACTING EX-OFF1C10 TAX COLLECTOR PARISH OF EAST CARROLL STATEMENT OF CASH COLLECTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS REPORT (Continued) FOR THE TAX PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 1997 

Amount charged Supplemental Total charged Less: Settlements Remainder - not settled Collected Remainder - not settled Uncollected per record 

1996-1997 Current $ 34,015.00 53.00 34,068.00 3,450~00 30,618.00 30,618.00 30,618.00 

1995.. 1996 Prior $ 29,623.00 34.00 29,657.00 _3~583.oo 26,074.00 26,074.00 _2_6~o84.oo 

Ilunlin~ and Bie Game 1996-1997 Current $161,050.00 99.00 161,149.00 29,536.00 131,613.00 131,613.00 131,613.00 

1995-1996 Prior 
112,716.00 112,716.00 112,716.00 RECORD - OVER (SHORT) $ $( .!.Q,00 ) $ -- $ - 



 



 

JAMES O. THORNTON, JR., ACTING EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR PARISH OF EAST CARROLL STATEMENT OF CASH COLLECTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS REPORT (Continued) FOR ]'HE TAX PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 1997 

Amount charged Supplemental Total charged Less: Settlements Remainder - not settled Collected Remainder - not se, ttled Uncollected per record R~!CORD- OVER(SHORT) 

Beer and Liquor I Jic~nses 
State Revenue Sharing 996-1997 

State Revenue Sharing 995-199( 
$ ],740.00 $193,280.00 1,740.00 ___J_,740.00 193,280.00 193,280.00 

$ 65,170.00 65,170.00 65,170.00 



 



 

EXHIBIT A JAMES O. THORNTON, JR., ACTING EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR PARISH OF EAST CARROLL STATEMENT OF CASH COLLECTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS REPORT (Continued) FOR THE TAX PERIOD ENDING JUNE 4, 1997 
CASH RECONCILIATION AS OF CLOSE OF BUSINESS APRIL 30, 1997 Balance in bank, April 30, 1997, per Certificate 
Less: Outstanding checks Balance per books at April 30, 1997 
Add: Cash on hand Total cash on hand and in bank Total collected and not settled Difference Cash - Over (Short) - Due from State of Louisiana 

$ 30,372.57 
11,350.45 19,022.12 
19,022.12 19,022.12 


