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R1CItARD B. GARRETT Certified Public Accountant 149 Turtledove Drive Monroe. Louisiana 71203 
Independent Auditor's Report on the General Purpose Financial Statements 

ltONORABLE GARY K. BENNETT WEST CAI~,ROLL PARISH SttER1FF Oak Grove, l.ouisiana 
l have audited the accompanying general purpose financial slatemcnts of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff, as of June 30, 1998, and for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, as listed in the foregoing table of contents. Thesc general purpose financial statements are file responsibility of lhe nlanagemenl of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. 
l conducted my audit in accordance wilh generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in the Government Auditing Standards' issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose finmlcial statements are free of material misstatelnent. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. 1 believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. In nay opinion, the general purpose financial statements refen'ed to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the West CatToll Parish Sheriff, as of June 30, 1998, and lhe results of operalions for the years ended Jane 30, 1998 and 1997, in conformity with generally accepled accounting principles. 



ItONORABLE GARY K. BENNETT WEST CARROLI, PARISII SltER1FF Oak Grove, Louisiana Audit Report, June 30, 1998 
My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion oll the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental information schedules listed in 117o table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required pall of the general purpose financial statements of the West Can'oll Parish Sheriff. Such informalion has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in nay opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to thc general purpose financial slatements taken as a whole. 

Monroe, Louisiana October 7, 1998 

RICItARD B. GARRETT 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS Combined Balance Sheet, June 30, 1998 

ASSETS Assets: Cash and cash equivalents (note 8) Receivabres (note 4) Buirding and equipment (note 5) TOTAL ASSETS LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS Liabildies: Accounts payable Deductions payabte Due to taxing bodies and others Total Liabilities Equity and Other Credits: Investment in general fixed assets Furld balances - unreserved - undesignated Total Equity and Other Credits TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

ACCOUNT FIDUCIARY GROUP- GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS- GENERAL FUND- AGENCY FIXED GENERALFUND FUNDS ASSETS 
$978 23 014 $133,558 $352.148 
$17,453 $3.423 20 876 3,116 3.116 
$133,558 133,558 NONE $352.148 

Slatement A 

TOTAL (MEMORANDUM ONLY) 
$134,536 23.014 352146 $509696 
$17,453 3,423 133558 54 434 352,146 3116 355 262 
$509 896 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance For tile Year Ended June 30,1998 
REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Local grants Intergovernmentai revenues: State grants: State supplemental pay Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement I raining Grant Equipment Grant Federal granls (Note 11): Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement - Task Force Grant US Depadment of Justice - COPS Fast Award Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Commission on state revenue sharing Commissions on licenses, etc Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners Tax notices, etc Use of money and property - in~erest earnings Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Trave~ and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures EXCESS {Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Sale of assets EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

Statement B 

$279,517 65 
50,199 2,509 14 112 
15,233 2,358 42,683 24,4o2 66,965 2~825 3,803 45,132 1,442 2,269 
493,038 112,196 40,846 4,431 10.365 

1.766 
(3,614 6.730 $3.116 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grovo, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND Slatementof Revenues, Expendilures, and and Changes in F~d Balance- Budget (Cash Basis) and Aclual Forthe Year Ended June 30, 1998 

REVENUES Advaloremtaxes ntergovernmental revenues Grants-Federal and SIate State grants: Commission on state revenue sharing State supplemental pay Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Commissions on licenses, etc Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners Tax nolices, etc. Use of money and property - interest earnings Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Totat expenditures EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Sale of assets EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statemen 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
$300,000 40,000 42,663 50.004 20,500 69,100 2,500 4,600 138,596 750 2,500 671.113 
488,364 119,449 51,704 4,008 8.500 

Statement C 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) 
$279,391 ($20,609 39,216 42,663 45,999 23,429 68,604 2,825 4,232 148,146 1,381 2,601 
490,052 112,109 45,502 3,558 9.842 661.063 

(764 0 4,005 2,929 (496 325 (268 9,550 631 101 (12,626) 
(I,688) 7,340 6,202 450 (1,342) 10,982 

(912) (2,576) (1,664 
1,608 1.788 

766 
810 788 $978 

(754) 
(2,418) 
($2,418 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance For the Year Ended June 30,1997 
REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Local grants Intergovernmental revenues: State grants State supplemental pay Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement - DARE Grant North Delta Law Enfolcement District Federal grants (Note I1): Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement - Task Force Grant U S Department of Justice: COPS Fast Award Church Arson Prevention Grant Program Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Commission on state revenue sharing Commissions on licenses, etc Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners ~ax notices, etc Use of money and property - interest earnings Total revenues EXPENDITURES PubLic safety: Personal services and re~ated behests Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Tolal expenditures EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Sale of assets EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

Statement D 

633,952 

715,928 
(8~ ,976) 855 

$6,730 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND Slatenlent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 1~rld Cha~ges it1 Fund Balance - Budget (Cash Basis) and Acttl~4 For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1997 

RLVENUES ArJ valorem taxes Inlergovernmental revenues: Grants-Federal and State State grants: Commission on stale revenue sharing State supplemental pay Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Commissions on licenses, elc, Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners Tax notices, etc. Use of money and property - interest earnings Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Sale of assets EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCBS OVER EXPEND~TURE.S FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE A'T END OF YEAR 

] he accompanying notes are an integral part of 81is statement. 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
$279,396 50,004 45,132 51.624 25,200 46,404 2,004 6,000 138,192 2,220 2.124 639.300 
516,384 128,388 45,504 4,800 7.778 

$270,389 59,697 45,286 51,626 27,827 47,122 2,125 5,800 136,410 2,222 2.880 642,164 
521,915 126,528 44,664 4,590 7.703 702,852 705,400 

2,520 
(61,o32) 63.149 $2,117 

State~nent E 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) 
(57) 693 164 2 2,627 718 121 (200) 1,782) 2 566 2.884 
5,531 1,860 840 210 73 

63,216) 336 
(61,361) 63,149 $1,786 

(665) {329) 
($329 



INTRODUCTION 

WEST CAIn, ROLL PARISIt SltER1FF Oak Grove, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements As of June 30, 1998 and for the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff serves a four-year term as the chief executive officer of the law enforcement district and ex-offieio tax collector of the parish. The sheriff administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by file parish court system, such as providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court, and serving subpoenas. As tile chief law enforcement officer of tbe parish, the sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing slate and local laws and ordinances within file territorial boundaries of the parish. The sheriff provides protection to the residents of the parish through on-site patrols aud investigations and serves the residents of the parish through the establishment of neighborhood watch programs, anti- drug abuse programs, et cetera. In addition, when requested, the sheriff provides assistance to other law enforcement agencies within the parish. 
As the ex-offieio lax collector oflhe parish, the sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sporting licenses, and fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 
The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to goverumental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASP,) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

20 



WEST CARROLL PAR1SIt SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
B. REPORTING ENTITY 
Scction 2100 of the GASB Codification of Goverlnnental Accounting and Financial Reporfing Standards (GASB Codification) established criteria for determining the govennncntal reporting entity and the component units that should be included within the reporting entity. For financial reporting purposes, in confonnance with GASB Codification Section 2100, the sheriff includes all funds, account groups, activities, et cetera, that arc controlled by the sheriff as an independently elected parish official. As an independently elected parish official, the sheriffis solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Other than certain operating expenditures of the sheriffs office that are paid by the parish police jury as required by l,ouisiana law, the sheriff is financially independent. Accordingly, the sheriffis a separate governmental reporting entity. Certain units of local government over which the sheriff exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the parish police jury, parish school board, other independently elected parish officials, and municipalities within the parish, are excluded from the accompanying financial statements. These units of government are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from those of the parish sheriff. C. FUNI) ACCOUNTING 
The sheriff uses funds and an account group to report on his financial position and the results of his operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 
A fund is a separatc accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain asscts and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the sheriff are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary (agency funds). These funds are described as follows: General Fund 1"he General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1422, is the principal fund of the sheriffs office and accounts for the operations of the sheriffs office. The sheriffs primary source of revenue is an ad valorem lax levied by the 

11 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the l:inancial Statements (Continued) 
law enforcemenl district. Other sources of revenue include commissions on stale revenue sharing, state supplemental pay for deputies, civil and criminal fees, fees for court attendance and maintenance of prisoners, el cetera. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 
Agency Funds The agency funds are used as depositories for civil suits, cash bonds, taxes, fees, et cetera. Disbursements from these funds are made to various parish agencies, liligants in suits, et cetera, in the manner prescribed by law. The agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do nol involve measurement of results of operations. 1). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expendilures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The General Fund is accounted for using a flow of current finmlcial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose finmacial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, except for the Tax Collector Agency Fund, which is prepared on the cash basis of accounting, which approximates the modified accrual basis of accounting. The General Fund uses lhe following practices in recording revemlcs and cxpendflures: Revenues 
Ad valorem taxes are recorded in the year ltle taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes arc generally collected in December, January, and February of the fiscal year. 
lntergovemmenlal revenues and fees, charges, and commissions for services arc recorded when lhe sheriffis entitled to tbe funds. 

12 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements. Continued) 
Interest income Oll interest-bearing demand deposits is recorded at the end of each month when credited by the hank. lntcrest income oll time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the income is available. Expenditures 
Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis of accountiog when the related fund liability is incurred. 
Olher Financing Sources Proceeds from the sale of fixed assets are accounted for as other financing sources and are recognized when received. 
BUI)GET PRACTICES The proposed budgets for the fiscal years ended June 30, 1997 and 1998, were made availablc for public inspection oll June 12, 1996, and April 9, 1997, respectively. The proposed 1996-97 and 1997-98 budgets, prepared oll the cash basis of accounting, were published in the official journal 16 and 15 days, respectively, prior to the public hearings for comments from taxpayers, which were held at the West Carroll Parish ShcrifPs office on June 27, 1996, and April 23, 1997, respectively. The budgets were legally adopted and amended, as necessaly, by lhe sheriff. All expenditure appropriations lapse at year end. Unexpended appropriations and any excess of revenues over expenditures are carried forward to the subsequent year as beginning fund balance. A system of encumbrance accounting is not used. Itowcvcr, fonnal integration of the budget into the accounting records is employed as a management control device. Budget amounts included in the accompmlying general purpose financial slatemcnts include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. Tbe revenues and expendilurcs shown on Statements C and E are reconciled with the amounts reflected on Statements B and 1) as follows: 

13 



WEST CAI~,ROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, l,ouisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over cxpanditures (budget basis) - Statements C and E Adjustment for: P, eeeivables - net Payables - net Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures (GAAP basis) - Statements B and D 
ENCUMIIRANCES 

For lhe Year Ended June 30, 1998 June 30, 1997 
($810) ($61,361) 
(3,020) 216 (8,457) (10,303) 
f$3,614) ($80,121) 

Enculnbrancc accounting, under which purchase orders are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not used by the sheriff in his accounting practices. G. CASIt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS Cash and cash equivalents includes amounts in petty cash, savings account, and interest bearing demand deposits. Under state law, the sheriff may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. Tax collections must be deposited in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. 
11. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets arc recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reporlcd) in the general fixed assets account group. General Fixed Assets provided by another parish sheriff through a grant and general fixed assets turned over to the sheriff by the courts as a result of drug seizures are recorded witlain the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
o51 general fixed assets. Of the $352,146 of general fixed assets repolled o51 the balance sheet, approximately 93.0 per cent, or $327,496, are valued at historical cost, 6.7 per cenl, or $23,401, are valued at eslimated historical cost based on the cost of like items, and .3 per cent, or $1,249, are valued at their estimated fair market value on tl~e date the asset is tamed over to the sheriffby the courts. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 
Full-lime deputies of the sheriffs office earn 13 days of vacation each year after one year of service. Vacation leave must be taken in the year earncd. Full-time deputies are allowed sick leave at the discretion of the sheriff. At June 30, 1998, there are no accumulated and vested bcncfits relating to vacation and sick leave that require accrual o1" disclosure to conform with GASB Codification Section C60. J. TOTAL COLUMN ON BALANCE SHEET 
The total column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. LEVIED TAXES The following is a summary of anlhorized and levied ad valorcm taxes for the two years ended 
Authorizcd Millage l,evicd Millage 

15 

June30 1998 
9.57 9.57 

1997 
8.85 8.85 



WEST CARROLl, PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
CASH AND CAS]t EQUIVALENTS At June 30, 1998, the sheriff has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $134,536, as follows: Interest bearing demand deposits Savings account Petty cash Total 

$2,373 131,663 500 $134,536 These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both patlies. At June 30, 1998, the sheriff has $149,855 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $103,122 of federal deposit insurance and $46,733 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). l':ven though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the sheriffthat the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

16 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana No(cs to the lqnaneial S(atemenis (Conlinued) 
4. RECEIVABLES l'he General Fund rcceivablcs of $23,014 at June 30, 1998, are as follows Class of Receivable 
Ad valorem taxes S(a(c supplemental pay Federal grant Commissions on licenses, e(c Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Feeding and keeping prisoners Tax notices, etc. 
Total 5. CItANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A sunnnary of changes in general fixed assets (building and equipment) follows 

l?,alance June 30, 1996 
Deductions Balance June 30, 1997 
Balance June 30, 1997 
l)eductions 
Balance June 30, 1998 

Building Equipment 

$126 4,200 4,043 1,701 1,983 225 10,675 61 $23,014 

Total $1,336 $369,306 $370,642 

$1,336 
9,714 (18,3o8) $360,712 

Building Equipment 

17 

9,714 08,308) $362,048 
$1,336 $360,712 $362,048 11,216 (21,118) 11,216 (21,118) $1,336 $350,810 $352,146 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
6. PENSION PLAN Plan Description: Substantially all employees of the West Carroll Parish Sheriffs office are members of tbe Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost sharing, multiple- employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who cam at least $400 per month, and who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the time of original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service and receive a benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a percentage of their final- average salary for each year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for each year of service is 2.5 per cent for each year if total service is at least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75 per cent for each year if total service is at least 15 but less than 20 years, and 3 per cent for each year if total service is a least 20 years. In any case, the retirement benefit cannot exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their elnployee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive tile benefit accrued to their date of termination as indicated previously. Employees wbo terminate with at least 20 years of crcdiled service are also eligible to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced benefits equal to tile actuarial equivalent of the benefit to which they would otherwise be entitled at age 55. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Bcncfits are established by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to tile Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, Monroe, Louisiana 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. 
Funding Policy: l'lan members were required by state statute to contribute 8.7 percent of their annual covered salary during the 1996-97 and 1997-98 fscal years, and the West Carroll Parish Shcriffwas required to contribute at an aetuarially determined rate. The rate for tile 1996-97 fiscal year was 6.0 percent of the covered payroll and 5.0 percent of the covered payroll for the 1997-98 fiscal year. Contributions to the System also include one-half of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by tile tax rolls of each parish and funds as required and available from insurance premium taxes. The contribution requirements of plan members and the West Carroll Parish Sheriff are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the elnployer contributions are deterlnined by actuarial valuation and arc subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The West Carroll 

18 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
l'arish Sheriffs contributions to the System for tile years ending June 30, 1998, 1997, and 1996 were $19,027, $25,922, and $35,566, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year 7. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 
A sumnlary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others for the two years ended June 30, 1998, follows: 
Balance June 30, 1996 
Additions l)eductions Balance June 30, 1997 
Additions Deductions 
Balance June 30, 1998 
8. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

SheriWs Tax Collector Total $519 $101,982 
118,513 (117,849) 1,183 
484,487 (485,149) $521 

2,337,202 (2,329,531 ) 109,653 
2,353,026 (2,329,642) $133,037 

$102,501 
2,455,715 (2,447,380) 110,836 
2,837,513 (2,814,791) $133,558 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others in thc agency funds at June 30, 1998, as reflected on Statement A, include $124,483 of taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on tile investment of these funds, totaling $7,180. These funds are held panding resolution of the protest and are accounted for in the Tax Collector Agency Fund. 9. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 
At June 30, 1998, tile sheriff was involved in one lawsuit. ]n tile opinion of the Sheriffs legal counsel, the suit will not result in a loss to the Sheriff in excess of his insurance coverage. 

19 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
10. EXPENDITURES OF TIlE SItER1FF'S OFFICE PAID BY TIlE PARISH POLICE JURY 
The sheriffs office is located in the parish courthouse. Expenditures for operation and maintenance of the parish courthouse, as rcquired by statute, are paid by the West Carroll Parish Police Jury. These expenditures are not included in the accompanying financial statements. 
The Franklin Parish Sheriff purchased equipment through a grant for the West Carroll Parish Sheriff totaling $149 during 1996-97 fiscal year. The equipment is recorded in the General Fixed Assets Account Group. 11. FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE The sheriff participated in the following federal financial assistance programs during the two years ended June 30, 1998: Federal Grantor/ Pass-Through Grantor/ Program Name Bureau of Justice Assistance, Department of Justice Direct Programs: Community Oriented Policing Services Fast Grant Church Arson l'revention Grant Program Passed through Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement - through Franklin Parish Sheriff- Drug Control and System hnprovement - Formula Grant Fund - Task Force Grant Total 

20 

Expenditures CFDA Year Ended June 30, Number 1998 1997 

16.710 $14,112 16.580 
16.579 15.233 $29,345 

$13,844 4,600 
12,480 $30,924 



Oak Grove, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Concluded) 
12. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS On July 10, 1998 and on August 28, 1998, the Sheriff borrowed $50,000 from a bank to help his cash flow until his ad valorem taxes arc collected. The Sheriff anticipates having to borrow an additional $50,000 in September or October. The Sheriff was authorized by the I,ouisiana State Bond commission to borrow up to $250,000. The Sheriff feels that he will only need to borrow $150,000 to make it until he starts receiving his ad valorcm taxes in November or December. "llae loan is to be repaid by June 30, 1999, at an interest rate of 4.85 per cent. 
13. Going Concern The cost of running the Sheriff's office the last four years has exceeded the revenues collected, resulting in the depletion of the fund balance. At June 30, 1994 the Sheriffhad a fund balance of $253,698. At June 30, 1998, the Sheriff's fund balance is $3,116. To meet his cash flows the last 2 years, the Sheriff has had to borrow $100,000 and $125,000 ~ 1996-97 and 1997-98, respectively. The loans were made in July and repaid in March aft~ the Sheriff r,~eivcd his ad wdorem taxes. In 1998-99, The Sheriff anticipates on borrowing ~/50,000. In 199.7-4t~ Sheriff proposed an ad valorem tax to the citizens of West Carroll Paris),( qqlc tax failed. The Sheriff is considering presenting another tax to the citizens for their apt~ov, al~ The Sheriff has prepared a written plan for cutting approximately $42,550 in expenses for r~aing his office. These cost savings are based on other agencies sharing in the cost of cert~qf~deputies salaries, llowever these agencies will not be financially able to share these cost for another year or two. The Sheriff should be able to meet his financial obligations for 1998-99 if he closely monitors his expenditures. 
14. 2000 Complianl The Sheriff's accounting records are kept ou a computer that is not year 2000 compliant. The Sheriff is aware of the problem and is taking steps to have his computer 2000 compliant by June 30, 1999. The cost of making the necessary changes is approximately $25,000. 
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SItER1FF'S FUNI) 

WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCI IEDULES As of June 30, 1998, and for the Years Endcd June 30, 1998 and 1997 

FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

The Sheriffs l:und accounts for funds held in civil suits, sheriffs sales, and garuishnlents. 
TAX CO1.LECTOR FUND 
Article V, Section 27 of tile Louisiana Constitution of 1974 provides that the sheriff will serve as the collector of state and parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund accounts for tile collection and distribution of these taxes and fees to die appropriate taxing bodies. It also accounts for collections of bonds, fines, and costs and payments of these collections to the recipients in accordance with applicable laws. 
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WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1998 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents LIABILITIES Due to taxing bodies and others 

SHERIFF'S FUND 

23 

$521 
$521 

Schedule 1 

TAX COLLECTOR FUND TOTAL 
$133,037 
$133,037 

$133,558 
133.558 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Schedule of Changes in Balances Due to Taxing Bodies and Others For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR ADDITIONS Deposits: Suits, seizures, and sales Interest earnings Taxes, fees, etc., paid to tax collector Total additions Tota REDUCTIONS Taxes, fees, etc. distributed to taxing bodies and others Deposits settled to: Sheriffs General Fund Clerk of court Litigants Attorneys, appraisers, etc. Other settlements Total reductions BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 

SHERIFF'S FUND $519 
118,132 381 118.513 119.032 

15,907 7,373 85,645 825 8.099 117.849 $1,183 
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Schedule 3 

TAX COLLECTOR FUND TOTAL $101,982 

2.337.202 2.337.202 2.439.184 

$102.501 
118,132 381 2.337.202 2.455.715 2.558.216 

2,329.531 2.329.531 

2.329,531 $109,653 

15,907 7,373 85,645 825 8.099 21447.380 $110,836 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 
Schedule of Changes in Balances Due to Taxing Bodies and Others For the Year Ended June 30. 1998 

BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 
ADDITIONS Deposits: Suits, seizures, and sales Interest earnings Taxes, fees, etc., paid to tax collector Total additions Total REDUCTIONS Taxes, fees, etc., distributed to taxing bodies and others Deposits settled 1o: Sheriffs General Fund Clerk of cour[ Litigants Attorneys, appraisers, etc. Other settlements Total reductions BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 

SHERIFF'S FUND $1,183 
483,361 1.126 484.487 485.670 

34,122 16,229 412,955 2,100 19.743 485.149 $521 
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Schedule 2 

TAX COLLECTOR FUND TOTAL $109,653 

2.353.026 2.353,026 2,462,679 

$110,836 
483,361 1,126 2.353.026 2.837.513 2.948.349 

2.329.642 2.329,642 

2.329.642 $133,037 

34,122 16,229 412,955 2,100 19.743 2.814.791 $133,558 



WEST CARROLL PARISIt SItERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedule Corrcciive Acton Taken on Prior Audit Findings and Recommendations For the Two Years Ended June 30, 1998 

26 



WEST CARROLL PARISIt SIIER1FF Oak Grove, Louisiana Supplemental Information Schedule Corrective Acton Taken on Prior Audit Findings and Recommendations For tile Two Years Ended June 30, 1998 

Schedule 1 

In the prior audit for the two years ended June 30, 1996, there were no reportable compliance findings; however, there was a nonreportable compliance finding related to budgets discussed with the Sheriffat the exit coufcrence. The compliance finding related to the Sheriffnot publishing a summary of the 1994-95 adopted budget as required by statc statute. The Sheriff published a summary of the 1996-97 and 1997-98 adopted budgets. There were no material internal control weaknesses reported in the prior audit report for the two years ended June 30, 1996. 
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OTHER REPORT REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
The following pages contain a report oll compliance with laws mid regulations and on internal control required by Government Auditing Standard% issued by the Comptroller General of the Untied States. The report on compliance and internal control is based solely on the audit of the financial statements and includes, where applicable, any compliance matters that would be material 1o tl~e presented financial statements and where appropriate, any reportable conditions and/or material weaknesses. 



R1CItAIlD B. GARRETT Ccrlified Public Accounlant 149 Turtledove Drive Monroe, lJouisiana 71203 
INDEPENDENT AUI)ITOll'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAl, IIEPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITII GOVERNMENT AUDIT STANDARDS 

IIONORAI{LE GAILY K. BENNET'I WEST CARROLI~ PAR1SI 1 SltER1FF Oak Grove, l~ouisiana 1 have audited lhe general purpose financial statements of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff, as of June 30, 1998, and for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, and have issued my report lhereon dated October 7, 1998. 1 conducted my audit in accordance with generally acccpled audiling slandards and lhe slandards applicable 1o financial audits conlained in Government Auditing Standard% issued by the Comptroller General ofthc United Slates. (?ompliance 
As parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Wes! Carroll Parish Sheriff's general purpose financial statcments are frec of material misstatelnent, ] performed lests of ils compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the deterlnination of financial statement amounts. 1 lowcvcr, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. The results of nay tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance thal are required to be reporled under Government Auditing Standards. 



HONORABLE (;Ally K. BENNETT WEST CARROLL PAR1SH SHERIFF Compliance and lnternal Control Report October 7, 1998 Page 2 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and perforating my audit, 1 considered the West Carroll Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting in order to detemfine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on fl~e internal control over financial reporting. My consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which tile design or operation of one or more of tile internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk tbat misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees ill the normal course of performing their assigned fnnctions. 1 noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that 1 consider to be material weaknesses. 
My comments Ol1 compliance and internal control are intended for the information and use of the sheriff and management of his office. By provisions of state law, Ibis report is a public document, and it has been distributed to appropriate public officials. 

]~,A onroe, La. October 7, 1998 

EXItlB1T A 

RICltARD B. GARRETT 


