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Interest income on investments is recorded when the investments have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Expenditures typically include salaries, office supplies and capital outlays. Other FinancinQ Sources (Uses Proceeds from the sale of fixed assets are accounted for as other financing sources and are recognized when received. Fixed assets acquired through capital leases or other debt are recorded as expenditures and other financing sources at the time of acquisition. Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing sources (uses) when the transfer is authorized by the Sheriff. BUDGET PRACTICES 

All expenditure appropriations lapse at year end. Unexpended appropriations and any excess of revenues over expenditures are carried forward to the subsequent year as beginning fund balance. Neither encumbrance accounting nor formal integration of the budget into the accounting records is employed as a management control device. However, periodic comparisons of budget and actual amounts are made. Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. CASH AND CASH EOUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those other investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the Sheriff may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, 
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I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES: (Continued) CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS (Continued) money market accounts, or time deposits with law and national banks having their principal must be deposited in a bank domiciled in the 
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state banks organized under Louisiana offices in Louisiana. Tax collections parish where the funds are collected. Under state law, the Sheriff may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days. However, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investments are stated at cost. See note 3 for the ~etail o~ i~vest~e~ts a~ collateralizatie~. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish government are rlot recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Fair market value at the date of acquisition or donation is used for donated fixed assets and fixed assets when historical cost is not available. Historical cost was not available for a minor amount of fixed assets. COMPENSATE{) ABSENCES The Sheriff's office has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave: Employees earn vacation based on continuous service as follows: Time in Service Up to 3 years 4 to 10 years over i0 years 
Vacation Earned 10 days 15 days 20 days per year per year per year Annual leave cannot be accumulated and must be used in the year earned. Sick leave is earned at a rate of one day per month of service and can be accumulated up to 90 days. Sick leave is lost upon termination. The cost of current leave privileges is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the governmental fund when the leave is actually taken. At June 30, 1997, there are no accumulated an~ vested leave privileges to be accrued in accordance with government standards. 
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Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long.-term obligations are recognized in the Geaeral Fund when due. FUND EQUITY Reserves Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. Desianated Fund Balance Designated fund balance represents tentative plans for future use of financial resources. SALES TAXES Effective January 1, 1993, the Law Enforcement District of the Parish of St. Bernard, State of Louisiana (the "District"), under the provisions of Article V], Section 30 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana of 1974, Chapter 26 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory authority, was authorized to levy and collect a tax of one-half of one percent (1/2~) (the "Tax") upon the sale at retail, the use, and the lease or rental, the consumption, and the storage for use or consumption, of tangible personal property and on sales of services in the District, all as presently defined in La. R.S.47:301 through La.R.S.47:317, inclusive, for a period of ten (10) years from the date of the first levy of the Tax. The proceeds of the Tax (after paying the reasonable and necessary costs and expenses of collecting and administering the Tax) are dedicated and used for the purpose of paying salaries and benefits of law enforcement personnel, including the addition of thirty-five new deputies in the patrol, juvenile and narcotics divisions; paying the cost of training for law enforcement personnel; funding juvenile and narcotics programs; paying the cost of constructing, acquiring and/or improving two new substations and other law enforcement facilities; and paying the cost of acquiring equipment. The Sheriff agreed to rollback the commission charged for collecting and administering the collection of sales taxes in St. Bernard Parish from 9~ to8~, for a two year period effective April i, 1993. As of June 30, 1997, the rollback remains in effect and 8~ is still being collected on Parish sales taxes. 
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The total column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 2. LEVIED TAXES: The following is a summary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes: 
Police District 

Authorized Levied Millaqe Millacte 10.68 10.68 3. CASH. CASH EOUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENIS: 
Expiration Date 1997 

At June 30, 1997, the Sheriff has cash, cash equivalents, and investments (book balances) totaling $5,844,465 as follows: 
Cash Demand depos Interest-bea Deferred Com lotal 

General Fund $ 1,272 425 721,611 214,855 
Total 1,272 425 5,627,913 214,855 $7=23,308 $5,12L157 $55~_84~65 

See note I for investments allowed under Louisiana law. See note 8 for investment in Public Employees Benefit Services Corporation Deferred Compensation Program (PEBSCO). This plan invests in various types of mutual funds selected by each individual participant in the plan. These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. 
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4. RECEIVABLES: The receivables of $1,400,962 at June 30, 1997 are as follows 
Class of Receivable St. Bernard Parish Sheriff Tax Collector St. Bernard Parish Government Other parishes State of Louisiana U.S. Government St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court: Federal and state grants lOlAL 5. DUE FROM/TO OTHER FUNDS 

General Fund 889 93 51 126 166 10 63 
330 956 455 692 167 301 061 

Agency Funds $-- $ 
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Total 889,330 

$,],400,9=62 $~ $~400,962_ 
Individual balances due from/to other funds at June 30, ]997 are as follows 
Fund General Fund (:ash Bond Agency Fund lotal 

6. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

Due from Other Funds $3.6~i $3_t561 
A summary ol changes in general fixed assets follows: 
Land, and building improvements $ Vehicles Office furniture and equipment taw enforcement weapons and communications equipment 

Due to Other Funds $3,561 $3,561 

Balance, Balance, July I June 30, ]9_96 Additions Retirements 1997 
258,668 $ -- 1,216,381 180,340 473,471 -- 
___2~,_32 ~ ~~!, 489 

$ 258,668 1,396,721 473,471 
_4o4,818 Total $ 2~2.. 3~_~ 8_4=9 $301 8~29 $. -- $~3,678 

See Note 9 for an analysis of capital leases included in above. 
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Plon description. Substantially all employees of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff's Office are members of the Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan admini- stered by a separate board of trustees. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, Monroe, Louisiana 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. 
perc requ perc half pari cont esta empl chan The June equa 
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All employees of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff are required by law to contribute to a pension fund. Those employees who are not Sheriffs or deputies and therefore not eligible to participate in the Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension and Relief Fund pension plan (see note 7), have the option of participating in the Louisiana Public Employees' Deferred Compensation Plan, or the Public Employees Benefit Services Corporation Deferred Compensation Program. The Louisiana Public Employees' Deferred Compensation Plan (the "Plan") was adopted by the Louisiana Deferred Compensation Commission, effective September 15, 1982. The Plan was established in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 42:1301 through 42:1308 and section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended, for the purpose of providing supplemental retirement income to employees and independent contractors by permitting such individuals to defer a portion of compensation to be invested and distributed in accordance with the terms of the Plan. Effective September 14, 1987, the Plan was amended and restated in its entirety. The restated Plan superseded all plans and rules previously adopted in connection with the Louisiana Public Employees' Deferred Compensation Plan. 

The following is a summary of the payrolls covered and contributions made to the plan during fiscal year ended June 30, 1997: Total covered payroll 
Contributions Employer Employee Total 

$43~I. 349 6Z~)Z~z__ Percent Amount 5.00~ $21,667 8.82~ 38,230 13.82~ $59,897 The Public Employees Benefit Services Corporation Deferred Compensation Prog he Program) was adopted effective March 1, 1996. The Program was established cordance with section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended, e purpose of providing supplemental retirement income to employees by permitt ch individuals to defer a portion of compensation to be invested and distribu accordance with the terms of the Program. 
am in or ng ed 
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The Program document states that all deferred compensation, property and rights purchased with deferred compensation and income or earnings attributable to deferred compensation, property or rights shall constitute assets of the employer until they are paid out to the participant. The maximum amount of compensation which may be deferred during a calendar year shall not exceed the lesser of 33 1/34 of a participant's includible compensation or 57,500. The following is a summary of the deferrals made to the Program during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1997: Total covered payroll 
Contributions Employer Employee Total 

June 30. ]997 percent Amount 5.404 21.384 26.784 517,084 67,657 584,741 Additional information relating to benefits payable under the P]ans is provided in the Plan documents. 9. LEASES: The Sheriff records assets acquired through capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accompanying financial statements. Leases have been entered into to provide computers, copiers, telephone equipment, radios and automobiles. During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1997 new leases were executed for seven Ford Crown Victorias and one Ford 250 truck. The following is an analysis of capital leases as of June 30, 1997: ASSETS ON LEASE 
Vehicles Office ~urniture 

Balance J ul_~_~, 1996 $557,152 New Leases SY~-,3al & equipment _~!~6~Z. 5~3~ 5~80,3~ 
Future minimum lease value of net minimum lease payments under capital leases, payments, as of June 30, 1997, 

|.eases Paid Ou__t. $378,366 Balance June 30, 1997 $359,127 __21,345 538o,4z2 
together with the present are scheduled as follows: 



12. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS: 
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The largest exposure related to claims and judgments at June 30, 1997 is estimated at $244,000. None of these claims were appropriated by the Sheriff as of June 30, 1997.. Therefore, no contingency for an expense has been accrued in the General Fund. 13. SELF INSURANCE:: Effective October 3, 1995, the Sheriff's Office obtained a one year excess insurance policy for self insurance of workmen's compensation and employer liability claims up to $250,000 per employee. The excess is insured under an insurance policy. The fund is administered by an independent insurance service company. There was no claims liability to be accrued as of June 30, ]997 14. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST: The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others in the agency funds at June 30, 1997, as reflected on Combined Balance Sheet~ include $2,101,430 ol taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these funds, totaling $]44,209. These funds are held pending resolution of the protest and are accounted for in the Tax Collector Agency Fund. 15. EXPENDITURES OF THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE PAID BY THE PARISH GOVERNMENT Certain operating expenditures of the Sheriff's office are paid by the parish government and are not included in the accompanying financial statements. These expenditures include certain costs associated with prisoner care, utilities and repairs for the building used by the Sheriff but owned by the parish government. 16. USE OF ESTIMATES: The process of preparing financial statements in conformity with generally ccepted accounting principles requires the use of estimates and assumptions c'garding certain types of assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses. Such stimates primarily relate to unsettled transactions and events as of the date of he financial statements. Accordingly, upon settlement, actual results may differ rom estimated amounts. 
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17. FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: 
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The sheriff participates in the following federal financial assistance programs : PROGRAM TITLE Criminal Apprehension and Gang Eradication Deployment Drug Abuse Resistance Education Total federal assistance programs passed through State of Louisiana 

AMOUNT 
$ 54,780 11,055 
$65,835 
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TAX COLLECTOR FUND Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 provides that the Sheriff will serve as the collector of state and parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund accounts for the collection and distribution of these taxes and fees to the appropriate taxing bodies. 
CIVIL FUND The Civil Fund accounts for funds held in civil suits, Sheriff's sales, and garnishments. CASH BOND FUND The Cash Bond Fund accounts for collections of bonds, fines, and costs and payment of these collections to the recipients in accordance with applicable laws. EFER ORPO D COMPENSATION P TION DEFERRED CO FUND (PUBLIC EMPLO SATION PROGRAM) FIT SERVICES 
GASB Code Sec. D25 requires that employers using governmental fund accounting report the assets and liabilities of a deferred compensation plan adopted under the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Due from other funds Investments 

ST. BERNARD PARISH SHERIFF CHALMETIE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS COMBINING BALANCE SHEET JUNE 30~~ ~9~Z 
TAX COLLECTOR CASH BOND FUND 4,738,259 $ 118,466 $ -- 3,561 
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DEFERRED COMPENSATION CIVIL PLAN FUND FUND TOTAL 49,577 $ -- $ 214~855 TOTAL ASSETS $ ::4,~38~259 $:::122,C|27 
4,906,302 3,561 214,855 $=~4_9,577 $:214~855 $ 5,124,718 

t.IABILITIES Due to taxing bodies and others $ _ 4,738,259_ $ 122,_027._ $ _ 49,577 TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 4~7.38.259 $ 214_,855 $_5,124,718 $.122L027 $_49~57Z_" $ 214~855- $. 5,124,718 
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TAX COLLECTOR [UND CASH BOND FUND 

PAGE 21 

DEFERRED COMPENSATION CIVIL PLAN FUND ~UB~ TOTAL BALANCES AT JULY 1, 1996 $ 4,566,295 $ 99,602 $ 52,347 $ 22,129 $ 4,740,373 ADDITIONS Deposits: Judical sales & costs -- Bonds -- Taxes, fees, etc., paid to tax collector 46,320,603 Interest 146,276 Net deferrals, gains, withdrawals and transfers -- 
92,050 714,82(3 714,828 92,050 46,320,603 146,276 -'- 192,726 ]92,726 Total additions 46,466,879 _ 92,050 714,828 192,726 47,466,483 Total 51,033,174 REDUCTIONS Taxes, fees, etc., distributed to taxing bodies and others 46,178,794 Deposits settled to: Litigants, attorneys, appraisers, etc. -- Other settlements -- 

Other reductions: Restitution and refunds Total reductions 

191,652 767,175 

69,625 717,598 
116,121 46,294~915 69,625- -717,598 

BALANCES AT JUNE 30, ]997 4,73~),259 $ 122,027 

214~B55 52,206,856 
-- 46,178,794 
717,598 69,625 
116,121 47,082,138 

$__49,577 $ 214,855~ $ 5,124,718 
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October 31, 1997 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated October 31, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Stondords, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the genera] purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
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This report is intended for the information of the manageaent of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
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October 31, 1997 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated October 31, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with general Government Auditing Stondards issued by the Comptrol Those standards require that we plan and perform assurance about whether the general purpose financia misstatement. 

y accepted auditing standards and er General of the United States. the audit to obtain reasonable statements are free of material 
Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff is the responsibility of the Sheriff's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported herein under Government Auditing Stondords. We noted certain nonreportable instances of noncompliance that we have reported in the attached schedule. This report is intended for the information of the management of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of publi~ record and its distribution is not limited. 
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ludqet Act - Notice of Budqet Hearinq to Certify ComDletion of Public Hearin 

Response: 

Bid Law - Biddinq Purchases of Food at Wholesale Pric 

une 30, res the n order shed as 

For the period December 23, 1996 through June 27, 1997, prison food purchases were not bid as required by Louisiana Act No. 84 (R.S. 38:2212 (N)(3)). This appears to have been an isolated instance. Response: In March 1997, bids were advertised and prices became effective for purchases after June 27, 1997. 
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Honorable Jack A. Stephens St. Bernard Parish Sheriff Chalmette, Louisiana 70043 
INDEPERDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
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October 31, 1997 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the index to the report. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff's office management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Stondords, we have also issued reports dated October 31, 1997 on our consideration of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff's internal control structure and on its compliance with laws and regulations. 



ASSETS AND OTHER DEBIT,S Assets: Cash and cash equivalents (Note 3) Restricted cash Investments, at cost. Receivables (Note 4) Due from other funds (Note 5) Building improvements and equipment (Note 6) Other Other debits: Amount to be provided for retirement of general ]ong-termob~igations 

ST. BERNARD PARISH SHERIFF CHALMETrE, LOUISIANA ALL FUND 1YPES AN[) ACCOUNT GROUPS COMBINED BALANCE SHEET JUNE~30,_I99Z 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY ACCOUNT GROUPS GENERAL FIXED A SSEIS GENERAL LONG-TERM O_BLIGATIONS 
715,188 $ 4,906,302 $ -- $ -- $ 8,121 --- 214,855 1,400,962 --- 3,561 -- 2,533,678 8,771 
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TOIAL (MEMORANDUM pNtY) 

2,533,678 8,771 
-- __ 233,B86 _ 233,886 TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS $ ~,.133,Q42 $ 5,124,]!8__ $2~533~178 $ 233,886 $ 10,025,324 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS Liabilities: Accounts, salaries, and withholdings payable Due to other funds (Note 5) Due to taxing bodies and others Capital lease and mortgage obligations (Note 11) Total liabilities Equity and other credits: Investment in general fixed assets (Note 6) 

440,374 3,56] -- $ 124,718 
,~43,935 _5,12.4_, 718 "TE. 

-- 2,533,678 Fund balances: Unreserved - undesignated 1~689LI07 -- 

-- $ 440,374 -- 3,56] -- 5,124,71E 233,886_ 233,886 233,886 5,802,539 
2,533,67~ 
1,689,]07 Total equity and other credits 1,689LI07 -- 2,533,(L78 -- _ 4,222,785 TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS $ 2,133~042 $ ~,~24,7!B $:2~533~678 $... 233,886. $=10,025,324 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

ST. BERNARD PARISH SHERIFF CRALMETTE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND STATEMENI- OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE _FOR THE YEAR E_NDED ..sl_U_NE 3_Oj 1997 
REVENUES (NOI'E Taxes: Ad valorem Sales taxes Video poker Intergovernmental revenues: Operating federal and state grants (Note 17) Other state grants: State supplemental pay State revenue sharing Fees, charges and commissions for services: Commissions: Sales taxes, licenses, etc. Prisoner care and maintenance Civil and criminal fees and court costs Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES (NQ~EI~ Public safety: Personnel services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Debt service Capital outlay (Note 6) Miscellaneous (Note 12) Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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$ 1,773,618 3,103,257 320,736 205,01{~ 53],202 337,196 

180,340 180,340 
951,819 
_ 737,288 $ 1,689,107 



 

ST. BERNARD PARISH SHERIFF CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAl_ FUND - GENERAL FUND STATEMENI OF REVENUES, EXPEND]lURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE BUDGET -" GAAP AND ACTUAL 

REyENUES Taxes: Ad valorem Sales taxes Video poker Intergovernmental reven Operating federal and Other state grants: State supplemental State revenue shari Fees, charges and commi Commissions: 

FOR THE yEAR EBDEiD JV~E 30j 1997 

$ 
ues: state grants pay ng ssions for services: Sales taxes, licenses, etc. Prisoner care and maintenance Civil and criminal fees and court costs Interest Other Total revenues 

Operating services Material and supplies Debt service Capital outlay Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources Fund balance at beginning of year FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

8,002,500 2.160.000 550,000 433,905 ... 35,000 

$ 1,773,618 3,103,257 320.736 205,016 531,202 337,196 

771~79 
_ 180.34!) _180,340 

-- 951,819 . ?~7j 288 737,288 
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VARIANCE FAVORABLE ~UNFAVORABL I ) 
73,618 103,257 (29,264) 30,016 12,202 196 
80 102 203 ] 11 182 
329 441 50 356 127 (2 589 

123 310 520 530 957 425 
079 187 050 659 583 186 054 77],479 
180,340 180~340 
951,819 

$_7~7.28_8_ $:1~689.107. $=: 951,819 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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INTROD:UCTION AS provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff serves a four-year term as the chief executive officer of the law enforcement district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish, lheSheriff administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by the parish court system, such as providing bailiffs, executing o~ders of the court, and serving subpoenas. As the chief law enforcement officer of the parish, the Sheriff has responsibility for enforcing state and local laws and ordinances within the territor boundaries of the parish. The Sheriff provides protection to the residents of parish through on-site patrols and investigations and serves the residents of the par through the establishment of neighborhood watch programs, anti-drug abuse programs, cetera. In addition, when requested, the Sheriff provides assistance to other enforcement agencies within the parish. 
he al he sh et aw 

As the ex-officio tax collector of the parish, the Sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sporting licenses, and fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 
1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES: BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying financial statements of the St. BernArd Parish Sheriff have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. REPORTING ENTITY 
Bern The gore acco rela repo Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. I4 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the St. Bernard Parish Government for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes; 
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I) Appoi~ti~ a voti~ ma~o~it~ of a~ organization's ~over~i~g body, a~d a) the ability of the parish government to in,pose its will on that organization and/or b) the potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the parish government. 2) Organizations for which the parish government does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the parish government. 3) Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. For the following reasons, the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff is not considered to be a component unit of the St. Bernard Parish Government, the reporting entity: i) The St. Bernard Parish Government does not have the ability to appoint or impose its will on the Sheriff. 2) The St. Bernard Parish Sheriff is not fiscally dependent on the parish government. 3) The relationship between the Sheriff and the St. Bernard Parish Government is not significant and therefore the Parish Government's financial statements are not misleading because of the exclusion of the Sheriff's financial information. The accompanying financial statements present inform~tion only on the funds m~intained by the Sheriff and do not present information on the parish government, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. FUND ACCOUNTING The Sheriff uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendahle available financial resources. 
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~unds ol the Sheriff are c~assifie6 i~to t~o categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary (agency funds). These funds are described as follows: General Fund 

Agency Funds The agency funds are used as depositories for civil suits, cash bonds, taxes, fees, et cetera. Disbursements from these funds are made to various parish agencies, litigants in suits, et cetera, in the manner prescribed by law. The agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The General Fund is accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, (except for the Tax Collector Agency Fund, which is prepared on the cash basis of accounting, which approximates the modified accrual basis of accounting). The General Fund uses the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues Ad valorem taxes and commissions earned from the related state revenue sharing (which is based upon population and homesteads in the parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed for the calendar year and became due on November 15 of each year and delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December of the assessed year arld January and February of the ensuing year. Sales tax revenues are recognized by the Sheriff on the accrual basis. Intergovernmental revenues, fees, commissions, and grants are recorded when the Sheriff is entitled to the funds. 


