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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P. O. BOX 2485 1111 NORTH 19rlt STREET MONROE, LOUISIANA 71207 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana 

TELEPItONE (318) 323 - 1717 TELECOPIER (318) 322-5121 

I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, for the year ended April 30, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and the standards for financial and compliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. As described in Note i, the East Carroll Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within East Carroll Parish, and the accompanying statement presents information only on his activities as parish tax collector. Further, the accompanying statement of assets, liabilities, and fund balance and the accompanying statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances have been prepared on the modified cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In my opinion, the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the cash and unencumbered cash balances of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, as of April 30, 1996, and the revenues it received and expenditures it paid for the year then ended, on the basis of accounting described in Note I. In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated May 16, 1996, on my consideration of East Carroll Parish Tax Collector's internal control structure and a report dated May 16, 1996, on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Monroe, Louisiana May 16, 1996 
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Lake Providence, Louisiana STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE - ISING 

Assets Cash Due From State of Louisiana 

APRIL 30. 1996 

ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 
Liabilities Due to Other Taxing Bodies Fund Balance 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 3 

EXHIBIT A 

18,963 65,170 

$ 84,133 
$ 84,133 



Unsettled Balances at APril 30. 1995 
Collections Ad Valorem Taxes Prior Year Taxes State Revenue Sharing Angling, Hunting and Trapping Licenses Parish Licenses Interest on Delinquent Taxes Costs, Notices, etc. Refunds Total Collections 
unt Available for Distribution 
Distributions Department of Treasury: State Agrioulture and Forestry Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Louisiana Tax Commission Fifth Louisiana Levee District East Carroll Parish: Assessor Hospital Service District Police Jury School Board Sheriff Port Commission Pension Funds Refunds Total Distributions 
UNSETTLED BALANCES AT APRIL 30. 1996 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 4 

EXHIBIT B 

$ 150,598 
2,032,338 716 195,511 54,519 4,115 9,226 4,247 5,844 2,306,516 
2,457,114 
2,306 46,289 8,204 103,444 139,949 177,214 993,972 266,591 480,661 80,901 62,057 11,393 2,372,981 



Lake Providence, Louisiana 

Note 1 - Summary of Sianificant Accountina Policies 

EXHIBIT C 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, angling, hunting and trapping licenses and fines, costs and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(B) Amended requires that either the Louisiana Legislative Auditor or an Independent Certified Public Accountant examine the accounts Of each tax collector annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statements reflect financial activity of the sheriff related only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also included in the sheriff's annual general purpose financial statements. 
Basis of Accountina The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due to various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 
Cash Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and interest-bearing demand deposits. Under state law, the Tax Collector may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 



EAST CARROLL PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 

Note 2 - Revenue Shari~ 

~XHIBIT C (Continued) 

There were no excess revenue sharing funds. The revenue sharing funds from May i, 1995 through April 30, 1996, provided by Act 1220 of 1995, were distributed as follows: Louisiana Department of Treasury For: Fifth Louisiana Levee District East Carroll Parish: Assessor Police Jury School Board Sheriff - Commission Hospital Service District Lake Providence Port commission Pension Fund TOTAL 
Note 3 - Cash 

$ 9,666 12,718 77,351 23,409 41,819 16,574 7,567 6,407 

The Tax Collector has cash (book balances) totaling $18,963 as follows: Demand Deposits Interest-Bearing Demand Deposits TOTAL 
$ 377 18,586 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At April 30, 1996, the Tax Collector had $42,171 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by Federal Deposit Insurance. 



Lake Providence. Louisiana 

Note 4 - Taxes Paid Under Protest 

EXHIBIT C (Continued) 

The Monticello Gin and Elevator Co., Inc. paid its 1995 taxes under protest this year on December 14, 1995, and filed suit on January 26, 1996, Docket No. 17,610. Pro-Boll Chemical paid its taxes under protest on January 9, 1996, and filed suit on January 26, 1996, Docket No. 17,594. Total taxes paid under protest was $24,535.63. The court ruled that $6,158.72 was dismissed without prejudice. Monticello Gin and Elevator Co., Inc. still had $14,409.82 under protest at April 30, 1996. The Pro-Boll Chemical Company had paid in protest as of April 30, 1996, $3,967.09 of which no court hearing has been held. The total in protest amounted to $18,586.98, which included $210.07 of accrued interest as of April 30, 1996. The Tax Collector has deposited the Monticello Gin and Elevator Co., Inc., taxes into an interest-bearing account at 3.25% interest per annum until the suits are settled. A summary of the taxes is as follows: 
Fifth Louisiana Levee District Police Jury: General Tax Road Maintenance Drainage Maintenance Library Health Unit Courthouse Maintenance Garbage Disposal Fire Bonds Fire Maintenance Hospital Service District School Board: Parish Schools Parish Special School Lake Providence Port Commission Law Enforcement District: Regular Tax Special Tax Assessor General Fund Total Taxes, Cost and Interest Paid Under Protest Interest Earned Since April 30, 1996 TOTAL AT APRIL 30. 1996 

818 

1,027 1,097 640 1,607 2,066 1 076 
$ 18,377 210 
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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P. O. BOX 2485 I l I I NORTH 19Tl| STREET MONROE, LOUISIANA 7]207 

C FINA N 
TELEPttONE (318) 323-1717 TELECOPII~R (3 [ g) 322-5121 

East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana 
I have audited the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended April 30, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated May 16, 1996. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial and compliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with the cash basis of accounting. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors and irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of the policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing my audit of the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, for the year ended April 30, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 



East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Page 2 
My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. I noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the use of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and should not be used for any other purpose. However this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Monroe, Louisiana May 16, 1996 
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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBI.IC ACCOUNTANTS P O. BOX 2485 1111 NORTH 19TH STREET MONROE. LOUISIANA 71207 
ITOR" FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH NT AUDITING 

East Carroll Parish Tax Collector Lake Providence, Louisiana 

TELEPHONE (318) 323-1717 TELECOPI ER (318) 322-5121 

I have audited the financial statements of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended April 30, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated May 16, 1996. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial and compliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector, Lake Providence, Louisiana, is the responsibility of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of my audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report is intended solely for the use of the East Carroll Parish Tax Collector and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Monroe, Louisiana May 16, 1996 
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