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Independent Auditor's Report 

HONORABLE KENNETH GOSS ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND EX- OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Crowley, Louisiana 
I have audited the financial statements of the "lax Colleclor Agency Fund of the Acadi~ Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and for the year lhen ended, as listexl in lhe tablt of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of Ihe Acadia Pari,I SherilT's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financi;t slalenlenls basext on my audit. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepte.d auditing standards artt Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of lhe Unil~.t Stales. Those standards require lhat I plan alld perform the audil 1o obtain reasonabl~ assm~nce aboul whether tile finmlcial slatellle~lts are free of material misstatemez~l. A~ audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporling the aMoL|nls albt disclosures in file financial statements. An audil also includes assessing lhe accounti~h~ principles used and significant estimates made by managelnenl, as well as evaluali~Lg the overall financial statement presentation. I believe that lny audit providcs reasonable basis for my opinion. 
As describexl in note 1, lhe Acadia Parish Sheriff is tile ex-officio tax collector for lh~" various taxing bodies within Acadia Parish, and the accompanying financial statemt~J~t present information only on his activilies as parish tax colleclor. Furlher, Ih~' accompanying financial statements have been preparexl on lhe basis of cash receipts alltl disbursements which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generalt~ accepted accounting principles. 
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ACADIA PARISH SHI_~RIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PAR1St] TAX COLLECTOR Crowley, Ix~uisiana Independent Auditor's Report, Jtlll(~ 30, 1997 
In my opinion, the financial statements referred lo ill the first paragraph present fairly tile assels afl~ liabilities arising fi'onl cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Acadia Parish Sher ill as of June 30, 1997, and the collections and distributions for the year then ended, on the basis ~1 accounting as described in note 1. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issuexl a reporl datexl September 19, 19 on my consideralion of the intenml control slrtlctul'e of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Aca~ Parish Sheriff and a report dalexl September 19, 1997 on compliance with laws and regulations. S / 
West Monroe. 1-x~uisiana Scl~tember 19, 1997 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



ASSETS Cash 
LIABILITIES Due to taxing bodies and olhers 

ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF Crowley, l_xmisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Statemenl of Assets and Liabilities Arising from Cash Transactions June 30, 1997 

The accompanying hOleS are an integral part of this slalenlenl 

Statemen! A 

$514,417 



 
ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF Crowley, Lx)uisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Statement of Collections, Distributions and Unseltled Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 UNSETTI.ED BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1996 COLLECTIONS Ad valorem taxes: Current year Prior year Ad valorenl taxes paid under protest Slale Revenue Sharing Sportsman licenses Automobile dealer tax Parish licenses Interest on: Time deposits I)clinquent taxes Protestezl taxes held in escrow Tax notices, etc. Refimds Total colleclions Total I)ISTRIBUTIONS [xmisiana Deparhnen! of Wildlife and Fisheries Lotlisiana Forestry Commission Louisiana Tax Commission Acadia Parish: Assessor Police Jury School Board Sheriff Drainage districts Hospital districts Fire protection districts Harbor and Terminal District Pension fimds Refnnds Total distributions UNSETTLED BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1997 The acca-mapanying notes are an integral pat'( of this statement 
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Statemeqt I', 

$28(I,~?_7 
9,7(14,67~, 102,75 I 95,89q 1,194,07 I 149,105 I 1,67~ 111.21 13,02~ 9,89') 7,75,.) 9,341 8.64 l 11,418,0(,5 11.699.241 
104,27 I 4,85{> 
518,871 2,170,72S 4,593,13'-) 2,067,25 708,45S 124,47~ 560,26 ', 32,30-1 290,03? 1(I.171 11.184.82d 



 
ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF Crowley, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Notes to the Finaneial Statements For the Year Ended June 3(I. 1997 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As providexl by Alaicle V, Section 27 of tile Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is Ih ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valort.ii properly laxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing fimds, and angling, hunting, aud trapping licenst's 
A. REPORTING ENT1T~ Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires the accounts of each parish lax collector to be audited ammally. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related only to his responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts ineludeA in these fiuancial statements are also included in the sheriff's annual general puq)ose financial stalements. 
B. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The accounts of tile parish tax collector are established 1o reflect tile collections imposed by law, the distribulions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various tax recipient bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been t)repared on the cash basis of accounting, wilh collections recognized when received and dislributious recognized when paid. 
C. CASH Slate law aulhorizes tile sheriff to deposit tax collections, in inlerest bearing accounts, with a bank domicilexl in the parish where the funds are collected. Further, the sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investments permilled by law. At June 3(I, 1997, the sheriff has cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) totaling $533,6(10. All cash is deposited in interest bearing demand accounts, and is secured through $100,000 of federal deposit insurance and $3,006,875 of pledged securities (market value) held by the custodial bank in tile name of the fiscal agency bank (GASB Category 3). 

-7- 



ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF Crowley, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Even though the pledged securities arc considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Lonisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a stalotory rt~uiremcnl on the custodial bank lo adverlise and sell the pledged securities within l(I days of being notified by the sheriff that the fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited fimds upon demand. 

2. STATE REVF, NUE SltARING FUNDS The revenue sharing fimds provided by Act 38 of 1996 were distribute~l as follows 
Acadia Parish: Police Jury School Board Assessment District Drainage districts Hospital districts Harbor and Terminal District Law Enforcelnent District Commissions to sheriff's General Fund Pension fimds Total 
AUTO I)EALFI,~ TAXES 

$330,858 262,700 98,238 108,359 29,673 5,186 193,165 145,013 20.879 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1961.2 requires that motor vehicle dealers in the parish transfe~ the tax collector, monthly, estimated ad valorem taxes due on motor vehicles sold during the month. 3 remittances are deposited into a separate interest bearing account. During December of each year, 1 dealer's actual tax liability is determined and tha| amount is transferrext to the tax collector account 1 settlement to the various taxing districts. Any amounls exceeding the anto dealer's tax liability will distributexl among the appropriate taxing bodies. The following schedule provides detail on changes the separate inotor vehicle dealer account during the period elided June 30, 1997: 



ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF Crowley, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 
Balance at June 30, 1996 Remittances Transfers to tax collector account Balance al June 30, 1997 

4. TAXES PAll) IINDER PROTEST 

$13,029 29,24(I (30,59(I) $11,679 
Louisiana Revisexl Stalute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at tile time of payment of all taxes drip.. may give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of lilt" total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the amount paid shall be segregated and held by the l~tx collector for a period of thirty clays. If sllit is filed within tile thirty day period for recovery of such amonnts, the fitnds segregatexl shall be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, lhe I~l~ collezztor shall refund lhe anlonnt due, with interest at lhe rate of two per Cell[ per annum from tile dale tile fimds were received by the lax collector. The following is a summary of the transactions relating t~ prolestexl taxes: 

Tax Ro 1994 1995 1996 
Total 

Balance Jtlly 1, 1996 Taxes $99,428 128.776 ~5_~_9_'L 
Interest $2,860 3,705 1.194 
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Reductions 
NONE 

Balance June 30, 1997 $102,288 132,481 97.093 



Independent Audilor's Reports Required by Government Auditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on internal control stnleture and compliance ~llt presenlexl in compliance wilh the requirements of Govertzment Auditing Standards, issuext by 1t1~ Comptroller General of the Unitexl States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by lh~ Society of Louisiana C.ertified Public Accountants and tile IJauisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structvre 

HONORABLE KENNETH GOSS ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFIqCIO TAX COLLECTOR Crowley, Louisiana I have audit "~ the financial slateme,ls of tile Tax Collector Agency Fund of tile Acad i~ Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then ended and have issued m3 report dlereon dated September 19, 1997. 
I condt~cted my atldit il~ accordallce with generally acceptexl allditil~g sfandards a~ (;overmuent Auditing Standards, issuext by the Comptroller General of |he Unitc~ States. Those standards rexluire that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonal~lt assurance ahout whether the financial statements are fi'ee of material misstatemenl The management of Acadia Parish Sheriff is responsible for eslahlishing a~ld maintaining all internal control stnlcture,. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates at,d judg:ments by management are r,.Nuirexl to assess the expected benefils and related co~l of internal control structure policies and procedures. Tile objectives of an inter.al control slructure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absoltil~'. assurance that assets arc safeguarded against loss froln unauthorized use or dispositi(,~. and that lransaeliol]s are executed ill accordance with management's authorization all([ recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordallCC with generally accepted accounting principles or other comprehel~sive basis of accotmd~, Bec~ulse of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularilics may nevertheless occt,r and not be detected. Also, proiection of any evaluation of lilt.' structure to flllure periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadtxlUatt' because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and ol)erali,~], of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 



ACADIA PARISH SIiERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR Crowley, Ixmisiana Independent Auditor's Reporl on Inlenlal Conlrol Struclnrc June 30, 1997 
Ill planning and performing my audit of lhe financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund t,I the Acadia Parish Sheriff, for tile year endezl June 30, 1997, I obtained an understanding of the intcn~a control structt~re. With rt;specl to the internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of Ihc design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operalion, and 1 assessed control risk in order to determine my audiling procedures for the purpose of expressing m3 opinion on the financial slalcments and no! to provide an opinion on the internal control struclu~c. Accordingly, 1 do nol express stlch an opinion. My consideralion of the inlernal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in lhc inlemal control sfniclurc that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the Americ.t~ Institute of Certified Pnblic Accounianls. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which lh~ design or operation of one. or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relalively low level the risk thai errors or irregularities in amotmts thai would be material in relalion t~ the financial statements being audiled may occur and nol be detected within a timely period I,~ employees in the norma; course of performing 'their assigned functions. I no're6 no ma't'ters invol'~,int, tile internal control stniclure and its operation that I consider to be material weaknesses as defined abo~ c 
This repotl is intended for lhe use of management of the Acadia Parish Sheriff. This is not intendcd limit the distribution of this repot1, which is a matler of public record. 
Wes| Monroe. Louisiana September 19, 1997 
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Independeut Auditor's Report on C()mpliance With Laws and Regulations 

HONORABLE KENNETH GOSS ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFI~qCIO TAX COLLECTOP, Crowley, Louisiana 
1 have audittxl the financial statements of the "lax Collector Agency Fund of the Aca~li~ Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and for tile year then ended and have issued I~L~ reporl lhereon dated September 19, 1997. I condncled my audit in accordauee with generally accepted auditing slanda~'d~ Goveritment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Unit,,~ Slates; and tile Louisiana Gove~Tmwntal AtMit Guide, issued by tile Society o Louisiana Cerlified Public Acconntanls and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Th(,,,t slandards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit to oblafi reasonable assurance aboul whelher lhe financial stalemenls are free of matelia illisslatelne~lt. 
Compliance wilh laws a~)d regtJlations, applicable to/lie Tax Colleclor Agency FuHd. is the responsibility of the sheriff's management. As pa]'t of obtaining reasollal,lc assurance about whether tile financial statements are free of material misstatemem 1 performed tests of the sheriff's colnpliance with certain provisions of laws aml regulations. However, the objective of my audit of the financial statements was ~,~1 lo provide an opinion on overall compliance wilh such l)rovisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of nay tests disclos~l no instances of noncompliance that are rtxluired to b~ repo]led under (;overmnent Auditing Standards. 
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ACADIA PARISH SI-tERIFF AND EX-OFF1C]O TAX COLLECTOR Crowley, Louisiana Independent Auditor's Rcporl on Compliance, ~';Ic. June 30. 1997 
This reporl is intended for the use of management of the Acadia Parish Sheriff 

Sep|enl~bcr 19, 1997 
report, which is a maltc:r of public record 
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