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I/ICIIARD II. GARRETT Certified Public Accountant 149 Turtledove Drive Monroe, Louisiana 71203 
Independent Auditor's Report on lhe Financial Statements 

IlONORABI.,E GAILY K. BENNETT WEST CARROI.L PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARIStl TAX COLLECTOR Oak Grove, Louisiana l have audited the accompanying slatement of assets mid liabilities arising ti:om cash transactions ol the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and the relatcd statemant of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility ot management of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff. My respo~sibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. I conductcd my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standads mad Government Auditiug_ S_Sl'land_ard~ isstlcd by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that i plan mid perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, cvidance supporting the amounts and disclostaes in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accountir~g principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall fnancial statement presentation. I bclicve that my audit provides a reasonable basis tbr my opinion. As described in nole 1 to the financial statements, the West Carroll Parish Sheriff is the ex-offlcio lax collector for the various taxing bodies within West Carroll Parish, ~md the accompanyin~ financial statements present information only on his activities as parish tax collector. Furthermore. the accompanying financial statements have been prepared on a basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. 



! 1ONORABLE GARY K. BENNETT WEST CARROLL PAR1SII SIIERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISII TAX COLLECTOII Oak Grove, Louisiana Audi't Report, As of 3une 30, 1997, and lbr the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
In my opinion, fl~c accompanying financial statements referred to previously present faMy, in al material respects, the assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collects) A~,cncy Fund of thc West Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, mid the collections distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Agency Fund for the ycar ended June 30 1997, on lhe basis of accouming described in note 1 

Monroe, Lotlisiana August 6, 1997 
RICHARD B. GAI1RETT 



 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JULY 1, 1996 COLLECTIONS Ad vah)rem taxes State revenue sharing (note 3) Sportsman licenses Parish licenses Fines and forfeitures Bond refunds Criminal costs Interest on: Demand deposit-c; Deliquent taxes Protest taxes Costs, notices, etc. Restitutions Refunds Total collections Tota DISTRIBUTIONS Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Louisiana Department of Public Safety Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Criminal Justice Louisiana Department of Wi~d~ife and Fisheries Louisiana State Treasury Department Louisiana Tax Commission Tensas Basin Levee Distriet 
(Continued) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

Statement B 

$101,982 
1,777,006 268,074 47,943 38,991 78,102 6,543 83.480 3,750 589 2501 2,222 26,849 1.152 2.337.202 2.439.184 
1,720 1.813 4,346 40,755 6,504 1,951 42.579 



WEST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Statement of Collections, Distributions and Unsettted Batances For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
DISTRIBUTIONS (CONT'D) west carroll Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Asses;sor Clerk of Court Library Fifth Jud{cia| District: District Attorney Indigent Defender Board Expense Fund Hot Check Fund Northwest Louisiana Criminali.,;tics Laboratory Pension Funds Municipalities: Town of Oak Grove Restitul~ions Refunds Total distributions UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 1997, DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

(Concluded) The accompanying note~.; are an integral part of this statement. 

Statement B 

$640,033 806,195 354,105 141,349 7,164 109.086 17,753 20,476 5,920 10,332 8,547 58.048 3,826 45,875 1.152 2,329,531 
$109,653 



INTRODUCTION 

WEST CARROLL PARISII StlERIFF Oak Grove, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Notes to the Financial Statements As of June 30, 1997, and for the Ye~ Ended June 30. 1997 
As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the c~- officio tax collector of the parish ,'rod is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorcm property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sportsman licenses, and fines and forfeitures imposed by the district court, SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 

C. CASI/AND CASH EQUIVALII]NTS State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in interest bearing accounts with a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. Furthermore, the sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposits or other investrnents permitted by law. 



WF, ST CARI(OLI_, I'APdSIt SIIER1FF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISIt TAX COLI~,ECTOI/ Oak Grove, Louisiana TAX COIA.,ECTOR AGENCY I"UND Notes to lhe Financial Statements (Concluded) 
2. CASIt 
STATE REVENUE SHARING FIJNI)S The revenue sharing flmds provided by Act 38 of 1996 were distributed as follows Tensas Basin Levee District West Carroll Parish Police Jury 
Sheriff- commission 
Assessor 
Total TAXES PAIl) UNDER PROTEST 

$2,045 
71,352 105,266 
45,128 15,513 19,477 92R29~ $268,0~ 





OTI1ER REPOR'I?S REQUIRED BY (~OVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 



RICHARD B. GARRETT Certified Public Accountant 149 Turtledove Drive Monroe, Louisiana 71203 

Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure Based Solely on An Audit o~ lhe Financial Statements Performed in Accordance With Govcrnment Auditin~ Standards 

HONORABLE GARY K. BENNETrl' WEST CARROLL PARISH SttERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Oak Grove, Louisiaz~a I have audited tile accompanying statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions offhe Tax Collector Agency Ftmd of the West Carroll Parish Sheriffas of June 30, 1997, and tile related statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year ended June 30, 1997, and haw~ issued my report thereon dated August 6, 1997. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Go\,ermnent Auditing St~mAdards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Sta~es. Those standards rcquire that 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the finmlcia[ statements are free of material misstatement. 

EXltIBIT A 



IlONORABLI5 GARY K. BENNETT \VEST CARROLL PARISI1 SIIER1FF AND EX-OFFICIO PARIS]I TAX COl,LECTOR Internal Control Report August 6, 1997 Pagc 2 
In planning and performing my audit of the linancial statements of the West Carroll Parish Sherifk lbr the year ended June 30, 1997, 1 obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With rcspect to the internal structure, 1 obtained art understanding of the design of relevant policic m~d procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in ordc~ to determine my auditing procedurcs for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, I do l~(): express such au opinion. My consideration of the intcmal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in lh~ in:ernal control slructure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by flu American Institute of Certified public Accountams. A material weakness is a condition in whic] 1he design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce t( a relatively low level the risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be material i~ relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timcl) period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. ] noted n( lllgli[crs involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be matcria weaknesses as defined above. My connncnts on internal control structure are i sheriff and managemenl of his office. By provi 

Monroe, La. August 6, 1997 

EXtI1 BIT A 

R1CHAI~O B. GARRETT 



RICHARD B. GARRETT Certified Public Accountant 149 Turtledove Drive Monroe, Louisiana 71203 

Independent Auditor's Retmrt on Compliance With Laws and Regulations Material to the Financial Statements ]'erformcd in Accordance With Government Auditin~ Standards 

ItONORABLE GARY K. BENNETT WEST CARROLl, PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISII TAX COLLECTOR Oak Grove, Louisiana 1 ihave audited the statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the "la\ Collector Agency Fnnd of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1997, and the related statement of collections, distributions, ~md unsettled balances for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued ray report thereon dated August 6, 1997, I conducted my audit in accordance with genmally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditin~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standmd.~ require thai I plan and perfonn the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws and regulations applicable to tim Tax Collector Agency Fund of the West Carroll Parish Sheriff is the responsibility of the sheriff and management of his office. As part o~" obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of matct ia! misstatement, 1 selectcd and tested transactions and records relating to the collection and distribution of parish taxes, licenses, et cetera, to determine the extent to which the sheriil" complied with laws and regulations applicable to his function as ex-officio parish tax collector. llowever, the objective of nay audit of the finmmial statements was not to provide an opinion o~ overall compliance wi|h such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

EXtlIBIT B 



I10NORABLE GARY K. I~ENNETT D/EST CARROI,L PARISH SIIERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISIt TAX COLLECTOR Compliance Report August 6, 1997 Pagc 2 
The tlndc results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are rcquired to be repottc, l r (jov_erjji3~ent Auditine Standards. 

Monroe, La. August 6, 1997 

RICHARD B. GARRET'I 


