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KRIELOW, GILLESPIE & CO. A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 510 N. CLryI'ING P, O. DRAWER 918 JENNINGS, LA 70546 (318) 824-5007 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

HONORABLE RICHARD EDWARDS, JR. JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Jennings, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff, a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1996, and the related statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of management ofthe Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We o3nducted our andit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by man~geme~'t, as "~ell as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. As described in note 1, the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff is the ex-ol'ficio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within Jefferson Davis Parish, and the accompanying statements present information only on his activities as parish tax collector. Therefore, these financial statements are not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriffin confomlity with generally aeecpted accounting principles. Furthennore, the accompanying statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1995, and tile collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Agency Fund for the year then ended, on the basis of accounting described in note 1. 
Jennings, Louisiana November 6, 1996 

co. Certified Public Accountants 

WI~ STATE ON TillS PACE WHEqlq ER AN AODrr HAS BEEN MADE OF A SUFFICIENT SCOPE "lO ENABLE US TO EXPRESS AN OPINION ON TltE ACCOMPANYING FINANCIAL b'TATEMEVIS, OR IF PREPARED WITI lOUT AUDH" PROM INFORMATION FORNISIIED "[HE PUBLICATION OF OUR NAME IN CONNECTION WITH ANY BXCERFr FROM THIS REPORT )dAY BE MADE ONLY WIT]I OUR CONSENT AND IN A FORM APPROVED BY US 



ASSETS Cash LIABILITIES Due to taxing bodies and oihers 

JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SIIER1FF Jennings, Louisiana TAX COLLECI'OR AGENCY FUND Statclncnt of Assets and Liabilities Arising From Cash Transactions As of June 30, 1996 

The accompanying notes are an intcgral part of this statement. 3 



JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISII SIIERIFF Jennings, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Statement of Collections, Distributions and Unsettled Balances For the Year Ending June 30, 1996 UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30,1995, DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTIfERS 
COLLECrlONS Ad valorem taxes State taxes: Forestry tax LTC Assessment Service Fee Protested taxes Interest earned on: Deposits, net Delinquent taxes State revenue sharing Sportsman licenses Parish licenses Tax notices Refunds Aulo dealer inventory tax, net activity Other TOTAL COLLEC]'I ONS TOTAl, DISTRIBUTIONS Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Louisiana Tax Commission Jefferson Davis Parish: Police Jury I~rainage Districts Library District Mosquito District Waterworks District School Board Assessment District Sheriff Municipalities Pension funds Refimds TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS UNSFTTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 1996, DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

The accompanying notes arc an integral part of this statement. 

$ 156,584 
$ 7,091,767 4,557 3,310 70,102 15,624 14,133 649,685 174,327 126,805 14,485 1,598 5,260 236 $ g,171,gfl9_ ~_ 8,328.473 
$ 3,985 136,665 3,316 1,579,387 589,732 483,273 664,595 122,408 2,970,702 193,092 991,884 78,339 213,586 1 659 $ 8.032.623 



INTRODUCTION 
JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISIt SItERIFF TAX COLLECFOR AGENCY FUND Jcnuings, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is respoltsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and sporting licenses. The sheriff and ex-officio parish tax collector's office is located in the Jefferson Davis Parish Courthouse in Jemlings, Louisiana. The sheriff employs four deputies in thetax department, whose responsibilities include the mailing of property tax notices to and collecting ad valorem property taxes from individuals, businesses, el cetera, who own real or movable property, subject to ad valorem taxation in the parish. For the 1995 tax roll, there are 24,651 real property and movable property assessments totaling $108,509,670, with homf~lead exemptions at $26,033,060 representing 24 per cent and taxpayer taxable values at $82,476,610, representing 76 per cent of the total roll. 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant'to suchlaw, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and others. The aecompanylug financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. As such, the accompanying financial statements do not reflect the receivables and related payables associated with tax collection activities. B. RFPORTING ENTITY 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Jefferson Davis Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary government (policejmT), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in deternfining financial accountability. This criteria includes: b.~p<3~.r~t;.r~g a vo0.ag va@3rity ~f ~r~ ~rganizar,<m's g<ycer~ing b~y, a~d a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 



JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SIIERIFF TAX COLLECI'OR AGENCY FUND Jannings, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent un the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the sheriffs office is considered to have a significant relationship with file police jury and exclusion of its data from the financial statements of file police jury would create misleading or incomplete financial statements, the sheriffs office was determined to be a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the sheriff relative to his responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units thai comprise the financial reporting entity. Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires the accounts of each parish tax collector to be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statcanents reflect financial activity of the sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statenlents are also included in the sheriffs annual general purpose financial statements. C. CASIt State law authorizes the sheriffto deposit tax collections in a bank domiciled in the parish whcre tile fimds are collected. Furthermore, the sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investments permitted by law. 2. CASH At June 30, 1996, the sheriffhas $295,850 (bank balances) on deposit with a local financial institution in interest-bearing demand accounts. These deposit balances, representing unsettled tax collections, are fully secured by federal deposit insurance. 3. STATE REVENUE SHARING FUNDS The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 945 of 1991 were distributed as follows Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury School Board Library Assessor's Office Drainage districts Sheriff Municipalities Pension funds 

$ 151,169 289,392 31,422 10,000 9,116 65,420 78,339 14,827 



JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SIIERIFF TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Jennings, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements 4. TAXES PAll) UNDER PROTEST The talsetfled balances due to taxing bodies and others in the agency funds at June 30, 1996, as reflected in the Statement of Assets and Liabiliti~ arising from cash transactions, include $65,450 of taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these funds, totaling $4,125. These funds are held pending resolution of the protest. 



 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROl, S'FRU(TFURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE OR BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENTAUD1TING STANDARDS I1ONORABLE RICI1ARD EDWARDS, JR. JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Jennings, Louisiana 

We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Jefferson Davis Sheriff, a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1996, and the related statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year ended, and have issued our report thereon dated November 6, 1996. We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Stamtards, issued by the Conrptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an interual control struclure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure arc to provide managenlent with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursenlents which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk thai procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff, for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the intemal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we ass~sed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the; puqx~e of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control struclure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable condilions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming Io our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control struclure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. The tax collectors office is not using pre-numbered duplicate documents to record the issuance of licenses. This use of pre-numbered documents is required to insure the completeness of recordation of transactions for a period and decrease the probability of errors or omissions occurring and not being detected on a timely basis. We recommend that the tax collector issue pre-numbered duplicate documents for all licenses issued. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the intemal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being andited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 



Our consideration of the internal control stnlcture would not necessarily disclose all matters i1~ the internal co~l~ol stru~:ture that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe none of the reportable conditions described above is a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the Sheriff, his management, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Jennings, Louisiana Now~mber 6, 1996 

Certified Public Accountants 



 
INDEPENIIENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE OR BASIS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENTAL A UD1TING STANI)ARDS ItONORABLE RICHARD EDWARDS, JR. JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Jennings, Louisiana We have audited the aceompanying statement of assets mid liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agen,~ Fund of the Jeff~'rson Davis Parish Sheriff, a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1996, and the related statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year then ended, and have issued our report thereon dated November 6, 1996. We cx)nducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regalatiott% contracts, and grants applicable to the Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff's Tax Collector Agent,3, Fund, is the responsibility of the Sheriff's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the financial statenlents was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed not instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Gow'rnment A uditing Standards. This report is intended for the information of the Sheriff, his management, and the Legislative Auditor. Itowever, this reporl is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Jennings, Louisiana November 6, 1996 
Certified Public Accountants 


