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JOHN R. VERCHER PC 
{grrllflth llnMlr Arrountunt 

P.O.Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 892-4374 

llonorahlc Dennis I. W arwick 
LaSallc Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 

Jcna, Louisiana 

STANDARDS 

l have audited the statem ent of conection~ distrihutiom  an d unsettled balances of the L~ alle 
Parish Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) for the period from Jun e 3., 1995 to June 30, 1996 and have 
issued my report thereon dated July 3], 1996. 

(;om lflian<~ with laws, regulations, contract% and grants applicable to the laSalle I'arish Tax 
Collector h ind, is the responsibility of the LaSallc Parish Sheriff's management. As part of obtaining 
re~Lsonablc assurance about whether the financial statements arc frcc of material m t=.statcmcnt, I performed 
tests of the Tax Gollcctor's compliance with certain proviaiom of laws, regulations, contract~ an d gran ts. 
However. the obFctivc of m y audit of the financial statem ents was not to provide an opinion on overall 
compliam:c with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not expre~ss such an opinion. 

The rcsult~ of m y te.sts discloscxt no iostance.s of noncom pliance that ar e required to t~: reported 
undcr GT>vcr+m lcnl A uditing ,qtandarct~ 

This report is intended for the information of the Laqalle Parish Shcriff's m anagement an d 
lx-gislativc Auditor's Office. Ilowever, this report is a matter of public record an d its distribution is not 
lim ited. 

Vercher 
1996 
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3. CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

ar~ounL~. Thc following 

Bank A ccoun ts 

LASALLE PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Jena, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finan cial Statem ent 

held in FDIC secured ir~stitutions in checking or interest bearing 
accounts arc currently secured as follows: 

Checking Account 
Escrow (Protest Taxes) 

Total 

Security Pledges 

FDIC 
Federal Home Loan Bank 
FNMA 

Total 

4. TAXES PAll) UNDER PROTEST 

Bank Balance 

$ 10,083 
441,582 

$ i00,000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000 

The un~ttled  balancc~s at Junc 30, 1996 include $430,488 of taxes paid under 
protest. Thcsc fund~ arc held in escrow pcndlng resolution of the protesL Below is a summary 
of changers in  protested taxc.z during the period. 

Protested Taxes Paid 
Interest Earned 
Total Held in Escrow 

$ 430,488 
ii,094 



LKSALLE PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Jena, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finan cial Statem ent 

1. SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICA NT ACCOUNTING POLICILS 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Lo uisiana Constitution of 1974, thc shcriff 
is d~c cx~)fficio tax colla tor of the parish and is rcsl)orLsiblc for the collection and distrihution 
of ad valorem property taxcs, state and federal revenue sharing fun&% and angling, hunting, and 

trapping liccnscA~ 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 (b) requirc.s that there be an cxamination of thc 
accounts of each parish tax collcctor annually. Accordingly, thc accompanying statemcnt rcflccts 
financial activity of the sheriff related only to his rcsponsibility as cx~)fficio tax collcctor, (agency 
fundh Amount~ included in this report arc also includcd in the sheriff's bi~ m ual gcncral 

purpo.w, financial statcm ent~ 

2. REVENUE ANTI) EX(T~.Kq REVENUE SHARING 

Thc rcvcnuc and exce~s rcvenuc sharing funds were distributed a~ follows: 

Tensas Basin Levee D istrict 

LaSalle Parish : 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 

A ssessor 
A~bulance Service District 
Recreation District NO . 5 
Recreation D istrict No . 22 

Sewerage District NO . 1 

Nebo Fire District 
Pension Funds 

TOTAL 

STATE 

$ 112 

71,669 

94,704 
89,193 
29,562 
15,658 
1,452 

3,142 

3 ,570 
1,763 

6,757 

$ 317,582 
= = = ~ = = ~ = = 

FEDERAL 

- 0- 



LASALLE PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Jena, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions, 
and Unsettled Balan ces 

For the Period from June 1, 1995 
to June 30, 1996 

UNSETTLED BALANCE AT MAY 31, 1995 

COLLECTIONS 

Ad Valorem Taxes 
Angling, Hunting and Trapping Licenses 
In terest on : 

Checking 
Delinquent Taxes 

State Revenue Sharing (Note 2) 
Tax Notices, Redemptions, Etc . 

Total Collections 

TOTAL 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

Louisiana Department of Treasury 
Louisiana Forestry Commission 
Tensas Basin Levee District 
Louisiana Tax Comm ission 
LaSalle Parish : 

Police Jury 

School Board 
Sheriff 
A ssessor 

Hospital District No . 2 
Recreation District No . 5 
Recreation District No . i0 
Recreation District No . 22 
Sewerage District NO . 1 
Ambulance Service District 
Nebo Fire District 

Pension Funds 

Tax Redemptions, Etc. 

Total Distributions 

UNSETTLED BALAN CE AT JUNE 30, 1996 
DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

Statement A 

$ 201,269 

$ 4,524,077 
69,246 

13,205 
4 ,129 

317,582 
1,139 

$ 4,929,378 

$ 5,130,647 

5 
2 

916 
348 
373 
255 

1,408,484 
1,603,272 

781,747 

257,818 
90,487 
22,284 
26,840 
40,757 
33,336 

177,932 
21,002 

129,850 
4 ,271 

$ 4,678,982 



 

My consideration of thc internal control structurc would not ncccssarily disclo~ all matters in the 
in ternal control structur e that might bc reportable conditions and

, accordingly, would not ncccc.~arily 
dis~losc all rcportahlc conditions that arc alto considcrc.d to he material weaknesses a.~ defined ahovc. My 
<onsidcratlon of the cntity's internal control structure di~loscd no rcportal)lc or m atcrlal wca~]cssc

.~. 

This report is intended for the information 
Lcgislativc Auditor's officc, tIowcvcr, thi~ report is a 
lim ited, 

Vgrcher 
] 996 

of the I~'lSal lc Parish Sheriff's m anagcm ent and the 
matter of public record, and its distribution is not 
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llonorahle Dennis I. W arwick 
LaSalle Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
Jena, Louisiana 

1 have audited the statcm cnt of concctions, 
Tax Collcctor Fund, for thc period from Junc 
thereon dated July 31, 1996. 

distributions and un~ttled balances of the l~aSallc Parish 
1, 1995 to June 30, 1996, a~ld have issued my report 

The management of the LaSalle Parish Shcriff, Jena, Louisiana, is rcspe tr~iblc for establishinG and 
n|aintaininG an internal control structure. In fulfillinG this responsibility, csthnatez and judg|ncnt.~ by 
]uanaGcn|cnt arc required to a~ s the expected t~nefits and rclatcd costs of internal control strucLurc 

policies and procedure.s. The oh~ctives of an internal control structure are to provide managemcnt with 
rez~onahlc, hut not absolute, assurance that assets are sMeguarded agai~st loss from unauthorized u~ or 
die, position, an d that transactions arc executed in accordan ce with m anagem ent's authorization an d recorded 
properly to perm it the preparation of financial statements in a~ordancc with generally accepted acco untinG 
prh|ci]de.~. Becan se of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irrcgu]aritiê~ may 

new~rthc]c..,s occur an d not he detected. Also, pro~etion of any evaluation of thc structure to future 
}~eriods is subject to the risk that procedure.s may become inadequate because of changers in conditions or 
that the effcctivene~ss of the dc.~ign and ope ration of Pe licic~ and proccdure~ may deteriorate. 

In planninG and pcrform inG m y audit of the statem ent of collections, distributions, and unscttlcd 
ba lan ces of the LaSanc Parish Tax Collcctor Fund, for the period from June 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996, I 
obtained an  undcrstandinG of the internal control structure. W ith re.spect to the inteHlal control structure, 
1 ohtaincd an  undcrstandinG of the dê~iGn of relevant policic.s and proccdurcs and whcthcr they have hc~m 
p]ar ed in operation, and I a~ ssed control risk in order to determine my auditinG proccdure~ for the 
purpose of expressinG nay opinion on the statement of collections, distributions, and unScttlrd halan ~c.~ an d 
J~ot to provide an opinion on the in ternal control structure. AccordinGly, ] do not expre.ss such an opinion. 

A material wcaknc.ss is a reportable condition in which the de.sign or operation of one or m ore of 
the internal co ntrol structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level thc risk tba t errors or 
irrcGularltiê~ in amounts that wotdd he material in relation to the financial statemcnt~ heinG attditcxt may 
occur an d not hc dctc~tcd within a timely l~riod by employees in the normal course of l~rforming their 
assigned functions. 

MEMBER 
-- -- AI~RICAN ~ISTITU11~ OF--CI~ TIFli~ p'dBL'C ACCOUNTANTS-- . 

8CCIL~ y OF LCL~ [ANA CI~R~IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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Jena, Louisiana 71842 
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llooorahle Dennis I. W arwick 
LaSalle Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax C~)llcctor 
Jcna, Louisian a 

l have audited the statem ent of collections, distributiom  and un.~ttled balan ces of 
the l,aS, allc Parish Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) for the period from June 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996. 
'l'h~q finan cial statement is the rc.sl)onsibflity of the m anagement of the LaSallc Parish Sheriff. M y 
responsibility ix to express an opinion on this statement based on my audit. 

As dc.~;ribcd in Note 1, the LaSallc Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the varioas 
taxing hod ies within L~qalle Parish, and the accompanying statement prcsent.~ information only on his 
activitic.s as parish tax collector. Further, the accompanying st~atement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balancc~ has been prepared on the cas h basis of accounting, without recognition of receivables and 
payablĉs relating to tax collection activity. Accordingly, the accompanyin g statement is not intended to an d 
does not rcpre.~nt the financial position an d results of operations of the LaSallc Parish Sheriff or of the 
Tax Collector Fund in accordan co  with generally accepted accounting principle~s. 

In nly opinion, the accompanying financial statement presents fairly the collections, distrilm tioos 
and |mscttlcxl ])alancrs of the LaSalle P~ ish Tax Colloctor Fund of the La~ lle Parish Sheriff

, for the 
period  frmn June ], 1995 to June 30, 1996, in acco rdance with the basis of accounting descrihcd in Note 
I. 

July 31, 1996 
Jcna, Louisiana 

-- -- AI, E/~ICAN INSTITUTE OF GI~t11F~  pIJBUC ACCOUNTANTS-- - O
F LOgiCIANA ~J~ TIIHED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



LA SALLE PARISH TA X C O LLECTO R 
Jena. Louisiana 

Financial Statem ent and Auditor's Report 
For the Period From June 1, 1995 

to June 30, 1996 

C O N T E N T S 

Independent Auditor 's R eport on 

Financial Statem ent 

Independent Aud itor 's Report on 

Compliance 

Independent Auditor 's Report on 
Internal Control 

Statement of Collections , 
Distributions , and Unsettled Balances , 
for the Period From June I , 1995 to 

June 30 , 1996 

N otes to Financial Statement 
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LASALLE PARISH TAX COLLECTO R 
Jona, Louisiana 

* As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and 
distribution of ad valorem property taxes, state and federal revenue sharing funds, an d alrgling, 
hunting, and trapping licei~scs. 


