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Iudependeut Auditor's Report 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Tallulah, Louisiana 

I have audited  tile financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
M adison Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as listed  in 
the table of contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of the M adison 
Parish Sheriff 's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted  auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited  
Slates. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether tile financial statements are free of m aterial m iss|atem ent. An 
audit includes exam il~ing, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile am ouuls and 
disclosure s in tile financial statements. An aed it also inclndes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statem ent presentation. I believe that m y attdit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

As described in note 1, the M adison Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for 
tile various taxing bodies w ithin M adison Parish, and lhe accom panying financial 
statements present information only on his activities as parish lax collector. Further, 
lhe accompanying financial slatemenls have been pre pared on the basis of cash re ceipts 
and disbursem ents w hich is a com prehensive basis of aceonnling other than generally 
accepted accounting principles. 
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M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Tallulah, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report, 
June 30. 1996 

In m y opinion, tile financial statem ents referred to in tile first paragraph present fairly tile assets and 
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the M adison Parish Sheriff 
as of June 30, 1996, and the collections and distribotions for the year then ended

, on the basis of 
accounting as described  in note 1. 

July 16, 1996 
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A SSETS 
Cash 

].lABILITIES 
D ue to laxing bodies and others 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF 
Tallulah, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 
A rising from Cash Transactions 

June 30, 1996 

Tile accom panying notes are an inlegral parl of this statem ent 

Siatem enl A 



 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUN D 

Slalem enl of Collections, D istributions
, and 

U nsettled Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 
For lhe Year Ended June 30. 1996 

UN SETTLED BALAN CES, JUNE 30, 1995 

CO LLECTIO N S 
Ad valorem taxes: 
Current year 
Prior year 

Autom obile dealers tax 
Slate Revenue Sharing 
Sportsm an licenses 
Occupational licenses 
]nleresl on: 

N OW  accounts 
D elinquent taxes 
Protested taxes held in escrow 

Redem ptions 
Tax nolices, elc. 

Total collections 
Total 

D ISTRIBU TIO N S 
D.)uisiana D epartm ent of Forestry 
Ix)uisiana Tax Conm fission 
Louisiana Deparhnent of W ildlife 
And Fisheries 

Fifth D istrict Levee D istrict 
M adison Parish: 
A ssessor 
Clerk of Courl 
Police Jury 

School Board 
Sheriff 

(Continnexl) 
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Statem ent B 

$91,43(I 

2,661,073 
1,307 
6,551 

254,751 

77,892 
50,515 

5,428 
5,341 
4,782 
3,760 
5,842 

3,077,242 
3.168.672 

3,117 
31,819 

60,993 
112.491 

168,748 
130 

1,204,974 
343,183 
296.899 



M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF 
Talhdah, I.x~uisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 
Statem ent of Collections, D istributions 
and U nsettled Balances D ue to 
Taxing Bodies and Others 
For lhe Year Ended June 30. 1996 

DISTRIBUTIONS: (CONTD) 
M adison Parish: (Conld.) 
H ospital Service D istrict 
Library 
Port Com m ission 

Pension fimds 
Refunds 

Total distributions 

UN SETTLED BALAN CES, JUN E 30, 1996 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Slateinent B 

$550,248 
122,166 
102,89(I 
73,264 
2,9(16 

3,073.828 



 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERIFF 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUN D 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Y ear Ended June 30, 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIGN IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided  by A rticle V , Seclion 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile sheriff is tile 
ex-officio lax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem 
pm pelly taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing fimds, and angling, hunting, and Irapping licenses. 

A . R EPO R TIN G ENTITY 

Louisiana Revised  Statute 24:517(D) rexluires the accounts of each parish tax 
colleclor to be audited annually. Accordingly, the accom panying financial statem enls 
reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related  only to his responsibility as ex-officio 
parish lax collector. A m ounls included  in these financial statem ents are also included  in 
the sheriff 's anm ml general purpose financial slatem enls. 

B. BASIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

Tile accounts of tile parish tax collector are established to reflect tile collections 
im posed by law , and the distributions pursuanl to such law , and unsettled balances due 
various lax recipient Ix)dies and others. The accom panying financial statem ents have been 
prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections rec ognized  w hen received  and 
distributions recognized when paid. 

C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections, in interest bearing 
accounts, with a bank dom iciled  in the parish where the flm ds are collected . Further, the 
sheriff m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investm ents perm illed  
by law . 



M ADISON PARISH SH ERIFF 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Contimm(l) 

At June 30, 1996, tile sheriff has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$94,844, as follows: 

D em and deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Tota 

$16,908 
77.936 

At June 30, 1996, tile sheriff has cash and cash equivalenls (bank balances) totaling 
$95,071. All cash and cash equivalents are deposited in interest bearing accounts which 
are fidly secured by fed eral deposit insurance. 

2. STATE R EVENU E SH AR IN G FUND S 

Tile revenue sharing flmds provided  by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed  as follows 

Fifth Louisiana Levee D istrict 
M adison Parish: 
A ssessor 
Library 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
H ospital Service D istrict 
Port Com m ission 

Pension fimds 

Tota 

AU TO  D EALER TA X ES 

$14,851 

18,939 
8,664 
95,510 
39,528 
41,820 
15,826 
11,851 
7.762 

l~)uisiana Revised  Statute 47:1961.2 requires that m otor vehicle dealers in tile parish transfcr to 
tile tax collector, m onfldy, estim ated ad valorem taxes due on m otor vehicles sold during thc m onth. The 
rem ittances are deposited  into a separate interest bearing account. D uring D ecem ber of each year, the 
dealer's actual tax liability is determined  and that am ount is transferred to the tax collector account for 
settlem ent to the various taxing districts. Any am ounts exceed ing the auto dealcr's tax liability w ill be 
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M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF 
Talhllah, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FU N D 
Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continned) 

distributed  am ong tile appropriate taxing bodies. Tile following schedule provides detail oll changes in 
the separate m otor vehicle dealer account during tile period ended  June 30, 1996: 

Balance at June 30, 1995 
Rem ittances 

Transfers to tax collector acconnt 
Balance at June 30. 1996 

4. TAX ES PAID UND ER PRO TEST 

N O N E 
22,719 

(16,168) 
$6,551 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the tim e of paym ent of all taxes due, 
m ay give notice to tile tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a porlion of the 
total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the am onnl paid shall be segregated  and held by tile lax 
collector for a period of thirty days. If suit is filed within the thirty day period for recovery of such 
am ounts, the fimds segregated  shall be held pending outcom e of tile soil. If tile taxpayer prevails, tile tax 
collector shall refnnd the am ount due, w ith interest at the rate of two per cent per annum from tile date 
the fnnds were received by the tax collector. For the 1993 tax roll, M idSouth Rail Coq~oration paid 
$32,382 in ad valorem taxes under protest. For the 1985 tax roll, M adison Commonity Apallments and 
Start" Lodge Apartments paid $9,471 and $16,708, respectively, in ad valorem taxes under protest. The 
protested taxes, plus interest earn ings of $19,375, are deposited in escrow accounts pending final 
settlem ent of tile rem aining suits. 
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Independent Auditor's Reports R equired 

by Governm ent Auditing Standards 

Tile following independent auditor's reporls on compliance with laws and regulations
, and interna 

control stnlcture are presented in compliance w ith the requirem ents of Gow, rnm ent Auditing Standards 
issued  by lhe Com ptroller General of the U nited States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
issued  by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative A udilor 
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Independent A uditor's Report on 
Com pliance W ith Laws and Regulations 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX -O FFICIO TA X COLLECTO R 

Talhdah, Louisiana 

I have auditexl the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector A gency Fund of the 

M adison Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have 
issued m y report thereon dated  July 16, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally acee ptexl auditing standards; 
Goverm nent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited 
States; and the Louisiana Goverm nental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audil Io obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m alerial 
nlJsstatelnenI 

Compliance with laws and regulations, apl)licable to the Tax Collector Agency Fund, 
is the responsibility of the sheriff 's lnanagem ent. A s part of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial slatem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I 
perform ed tests of the sheriff 's com pliance w ilh certain provisions of law s and 

regulalions. However, the objective of my audit of Ihe financial stalemenls was not 
to provide an opinion on overall com pliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do 
not express such an opinion. 

The resulls of m y tests disclosed  no instances of noncolnpliance lhat are reqoired to be 
reportocl under Government Auditing Standards. 
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M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 

EX -OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 
Tallulah, Louisiana 

Repo~a on Com pliance W ith 
Laws and Regulations

, 

June 30, 1996 

This report is inlended for tile use of m anagem ent of the M adison Parish Sheriff and interestexl stal
e 

agencies. This is not inlended Io lim it the distribution of this report
, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
July 16, 1996 



-

(]()()N " 
C~ TSFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

M EMBER AM Em CAN 

N~T]TUTE o~ C ERTIFIED 

PUBLIC ACCOU NTANT6 

S~ IETY OF LOUISIA NA 

C ERTIFIED PUBLIC 

A CCOU NTAH~k-S 

PRACTICE LIM ITED TO 

G OVERN M ENTAL 

ACCOUNTING, A UDITING 

A ND FINA NCIA L R EpORTiNG 

I 16 PROF~SSIONA L D RIV[, 

W EST M ONROE, 

LOUISIANA "11291 

PHONE 3 18.325.2 12 1 

TO LL FREE ~ UI$1A NA 

1.800.541 .S020 

FAX 3 18,324. | 630 

Independent A uditor's Report 
on Internal Control Structure 

M ADISON PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX -O FFICIO TA X COLLECTOR 

Tallulah. Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 

M adison Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then end~l a,d have 
issued m y report thereon dated July 16, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted anditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about w hether the financial slalem euts are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of M adison Parish Sheriff is responsible for establishing a.d 
m aintaining an intern al control stru cture. In fidfilling this responsibility, estim ates and 

judgmeuts by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs 
of internal control slrncture policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal 
control structure are to provide ulanagem ent with reasonable, but not absolute

, 

assura nce that assets are safegnarded  against loss from unauthorized use or disposition
, 

and thai transactions are executed in accordance with m anagem ent's authorization and 
recorded properly to permit tl]e preparation of financial statem ents in accordance with 
generally accepted  accounting l)fiuciples or other com prehensive basis of aec ounting. 

Bec ause of inherent lim itations in any intern al control stru cture, errors or irregularities 

may nevertheless occur and not be detected . Also, proiection of any evalualion of the 
stnlcture to filture pe riods is subject to the risk that proced ures may become inadequate 
|'w_,cause of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design aud operation 
of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

In plm)ning and l~rfom )ing m y audit of the fi~)a~)cial slalem ents of the M adison Parish 
Sheriff's Tax Collector Agency Fund for the year ended June 30

, 1996, I obtained  an 
understanding of the im ernal control structtwe. W ith respect to the internal control 
stru cture, I obtained  an understanding of the design of relevant policies and proced ures 
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M ADISON PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO PARI SH TAX COLLECTOR 

Talhdah, Ixulisiana 
Report otl Internal Control Structure, 
June 30. 1996 

and w hether they have been placed ill operation, and I assessed control risk, ill order to delerm ine m y 
auditing pro cedures for the puq~ose of expressing m y opinion on tlle financial statem ents and not to 
provide an opinion otl the intenlal control structure. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of the intern al contro l structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the inlernal 
contro l stru cture that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican lnstilutc 
of Certified  Public Acco untants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore of the specific internal control stnlcture elem ents does not red uce to a relatively 
low level the risk that errors or irregularities in am ounts thai would be m aterial in relation to the financial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur aud not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees ill the 
normal course of performing their assigned  functions. I noted no m atters involving the internal contro l 
slruclure and its operation that I considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the use of m anagem ent of the M adison Parish Sheriff and interestexl state 
agencies. This is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 

July 16, 1996 


