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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON CO M PLIANCE 
BASED ON AN AUDIT O F I~NANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 
N ACCO RDANCE ]VITII GO VERNM ENT AUD ITING STANDARDS 

tlonorable H arold L. Tridico 
Ascension Parish Sheriff and 

Ex-O fFmio Parish Tax Collector 
l)onaldsonville. Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of and 
lbr the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated September 26, 1996. 

W e conducted  our audil in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Gover_!lment A tLd_itil)g Sta~!d.ayds, 
issued  by tile Comptroller Genera/ of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform tile audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

('om pliance w ith laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to the Tax Collec tor Agency Fund of the Ascension 
t'arish Sheriff is the responsibility of the sheriff and management of his office. As part of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statenlents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we performed tests of the Tax 
Collector Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff's com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, 

contracts and grants. However, the objective of our audit was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with 
such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance tbat are required  to be reported  under Goverm~ _ctR 
A@  i t~  S_t a!)d ar@_: 

This report is intended  for the inform ation of the Ascension Parish Sheriff, m anagem ent, and the Legislative Auditor 
However, this report is a m atter of pnblic rec ord and its distribution is not lim ited . 

l)onaldsc, nville, Louisiana 
September 26, 1996 
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IN I)EPENDENT A I 
BASEl) ON AN A1 

L CO NT RO L STRU CTURF 
TEM ENTS PERFORM E1) IN 

O RD A 

ltonorablc H arold L. Tridico 
Ascension Parish Sheriff and 

Ex-O fficio Parish Tax Collector 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

AUI)YI'IN G STA ND 

W c have attdited  the financial statements of the Tax Collec tor Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of and 
for the year ended Junk 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated  September 26, 1996. 

W e conducte.d our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Go ve_rr~m_ent At!ditinK St__ a.n(~ards, 
issned  by the Com ptroller General of the U nited  States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit 
Io obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents art free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagement of the Tax Collector Agency Fund, is responsible for establishing and m aintaining an internal control 

structure. /n fldfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected 
benefits and related costs of inlernal control structure policies and proced ures. The objectives of an internal control 
structure ;ire to provide m anagem ent w ith reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded  against 
loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions art executed in accordance with m anagement's 
authorization and rec orded  properly to perm it the preparation of financial statem ents using tile cash basis of accounting. 
Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless occur and 

not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that 
proced ures m ay becom e inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effec tiveness of tile design and 

operation of policies and proced ures m ay deteriorate. 
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e R evenl~ 

A SCEN SIO N PARISII SIfER IFF 
D onaldsonville. I,ouisiana 

TAX COLLECTO R AGENCY FUND 

NO TFq TO TIIE FINAN CIAL STATEM E 

The revenue sharing flmds provided by Act 763 of 1990 were distributed as follows 

1,euisiana D epartm ent of Treasury 
Ascension Parish Sheriff: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
A ssessor 
Sheriff: 
Law enforcem ent 
Com m ission 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee D istrict 
Bayou Lafourche Fresh W ater D istrict 
Pension funds 

Total 

Paid U nder Prolc.'st 

154.045 

621,444 
152,493 
81,786 

216,183 
121,110 
7,962 
6,735 

__ . 19,071 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides th at taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, givc notice to 
the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon rec eipt 
of this notice, the amount paid will be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is 
filed w ith in the 30-day period for recovery of such anrounts, the funds segregated w ill be held pending outcome 
of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, the tax collec tor will refund the am ount due with interest at the rate of two 
per cent per anmun fiom the date the funds were rec eived  by th e tax collector. 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of the transactions relating to protested taxes 

Balance, July 1, 1995 

Additions: 
Interest earnings 

Balance, June 30, 1996 
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45,577 



N O TF~q TO TIlE FINAN CIAL STAT EM ENT S 

INT RO DU CTIO N 

I As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector 
of the parish and is responsible for collec ting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, 
state revenue sharing fund, an d angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 

1. Sm nm ary of Significant Accounting Policies 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accounts of th e parish tax collec tor are established to reflect the collections imposed by law , distributions 
pursuan t to such laws, and unsettled  balances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying 
financial statem ents have been prepared on th e cash basis of accounting, w ith collections recognized when 
received and distributions reflec ted  when paid. As such, the accom panying financial statem ents do not reflect 
the receivables and related payable associated  with tax collec tion activities. 

B. Reporting Entity 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)Co) requires that the accountS of each parish tax collector be audited 
annually. A ccordingly, the accom panying financial statem ents reflect financial activity of the sheriff relating 
only to his responsibi/ity as ex-officio parish tax collector. Am ounts included in these financial statements are 
also included  in the sheriff's annual general purpose financial statem ents. 

C. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax colle, ctions in a bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds are 
collec ted . Furtherm ore, the sheriff m ay invest th ese deposits in certificates of deposit or other investm ents 
perm itted by law . 

2. Cash 

At year end, the carrying amount of the parish tax collector's deposits was $145,316 an d the bank balance was 
$145,713. Of the hank balance $100,000 was covered by fed eral depository insurance and $45,713 was covered 
by collateral held by the pled ging bank's agent in th e tax collec tor's nam e. 
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D onaldsonville, Louisiana 
R IFF 

T A G EN CY FU ND 

F 

R "H IE PERIOD FROM  JLII,Y 1, 1 

UN BAI 

C OLLI~ CTIONS 
Ad valorem taxes: 

Current year 
Prior year 

State revenue sharing 
Sporting licenses 
Parish licenses 
Interest e.a.ltlea] On: 

Time deposits 
Delinquent taxes 
Protesled taxes 
M otor vehicle taxes 

Costs, notices, etc. 
Refunds aud re.demptions 

Total collections 

Total 

]_) [~3_' 13 [~  UT ID N.S 
l~ouisiana l)eparlment of Treasury 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 
1 ~oulslana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Ascension Parish: 

Parish Council 
School Board 
A ssessor 
Sheriff 
H ospital districts 

Atchafalaya Basin lJavee District 
Bayou l.afourche Fresh W ater District 
Tax comm issions 
Pension funds 
Refunds and rexlemptions 

Total distributions 

UNSE'I'TI.aH )J lALANCP:S A~ UNE 30~ 1996, 
L) U!:'I;() TA_X!NG..!~D DtES AND OTIIERS 
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49.528 

24,335,925 
86,030 

1,380,829 
164,180 
18.703 

69,005 
16,352 
2,568 
2,448 
8,567 

1,178,770 
2,356 

137.849 

5,321,027 
13,482,670 

650,935 
4,533,558 

4,952 
36,398 
22,749 
13,209 

684,883 

__  __ J_D~818 
26.183.174 

~_ 145,3_16 



Due to taxing bodies and others 

A SCEN SIO N P 
lie, Louisian 
R A GEN CY TAX COl 

I II 

,IUNE~ 30,_ 1996 

A SSETS 

LIABIIJTIES 
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_
$ 145,316_ 

_~_ 145~316 



I lndepende~:~t Auditors' Report 

Arising from Cash Transactions 

Statem ent of Colleclions, D istributions 
and Unsettled  Balances 

N olcs to the Financial Statem ents 

O ther Reports Required  by 

A BLE O F 

verl/m eB 

Independent Auditors' Report on Internal Control 
Stru,clure Based on An Audit of the Financial Statements 
Perl'ormed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 

Independent Auditors' Report on Com pliance 
Basczl on an Audit of Financial Statem ents Performed 
in Accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards 

payee 

1 

2 

3 

4 -5 

6 -7 



 



NA LD SO N VILLE . LO U ISIAN A  

O FFICIAL 
FILE COPY 

DO NOT SI~ND OUT 

(Xerox necessary 
copie.~ ~rom th~s 
copy and PLACE 
RAf;K in FILE) 

anaer provisions of state law , this 
report is a i)ubH,:: docL, m ent. A 
copy of the ~ ,...'.,'~i h~.~. be(-:n ~ubm it- 
ted to 1he. ~i_~:ilL:~d, ~,r r~vi~'wed, 

officials. !h~: ~-Q jort is 3v,~ii~ble for 
public inspection at the Baton 
Rouge office o~ the Legislative Audi- 
tor and, where, appropriate, at the 
office of the parish clerk of court. 

Release Date 

l~ )sflethw aitc &  N ctterville 
(.4 P~(essio~al Accounting Co~,oration) 
CERTIFIED PO[~[.{C ACCO UNTANTS 
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In planning and perform ing our audit of the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of th e Ascension 
Parish Sheriff, for tile year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of th e internal control sU ucture. W ith 
respect to the internal control structure, we obtained  an understanding of th e design of relevant policies  and procedures 
an d whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed  control risk in order to determ ine our auditing 
proced ures for th e purpose of expres sing our opinion on the financial statements an d not to provide an  opinion on th e 
internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control 
structure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards es tablished by th e Anrerican Institute of Certified  Public 
Accountants. A m aterial weaknes s is a condition in which th e design or operation of one or m ore of th e internal 
control structure elements does not red uce to a relatively low level tile risk that errors and irregularities in amounts 
th at would be material in relation to the financial statements being an dited may occur and not be detected  with in a 
timely period by employees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned  functions. W e noted no matters 
involving the internal control structure and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined  above. 

The report is iutended  for the information of the Ascension Parish Sheriff, m anagem ent, and the 1,egislative Auditor 
t towever, 'this report is a m atter of public rec ord and its distribution is not lim ited . 

])onaldsonville, Louisiana 
September 26, 1996 
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