
L :[V INGSTON PAR ISH SH ERIFF 
Livingston, Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of collections, Distributions and 

Unsettled Balances 
For the Period August i, 1995 to July 31, 1996 

UNSETTLED BALAN CES AT AUGUST 1 . 1995 

COLLECTIONS 
Ad valorem taxes 
Prior year taxes 
Parish licenses 
Angling, hunting, and trapping licenses 
Interest on : 

Now account 
Protest taxes 

State revenue sharing (note 3) 
Criminal Court Costs and Fines 
Redemptions and refunds 

Total Collections 

Total 

State of Louisiana: 
Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission on Law Enforcement 
Tax Comm ission 
Forestry Commission 
Treasurer 

Statement B 

1 ,295 ,405 

Ii , 163 
335 
278 
178 

487 
291 
594 
371 

14 .742 .570 

16 ~037 ,975 

85 
7 
2 

21 
6 

(Continued) 
Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

215 
853 
733 
631 
896 
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INTRODUCT ION 

As provided by Article V , Section 27, of the Louisiana Constitution 
of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish 
and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad 
valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue 
sharing funds, and angling, hunting and trapping licenses. 

i . SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PR ESENTAT ION 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established 
to reflect the collections imposed by law , distributions 
pursuant to such law , and unsettled balances due various 
taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial 
statements have been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting , with collections recognized when received and 
distributions reflected when paid . As such , the 
accompanying financial statements do not reflect the 
receivables and related payables associated with tax 
collection activities. 

B . REPORT ING ENT ITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires that 
the accounts of each parish tax collector be audited 
annually . Accordingly , the accompanying financial 
statements reflect the financial activity of the sheriff 
relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax 
collector. The Livingston Sheriff is the reporting 
entity , and accordingly, amounts included in these 
financial statements are also included in the sheriff's 
annual financial statements. 

C . CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax 
collections in a bank domiciled in the parish where the 
funds are collected . Furthermore , the sheriff may invest 
these deposits in certificates of deposit or other 
investments permitted by law . At July 31, 1996, all 
deposits were held in interest bearing demand deposit 
accounts . 



D E A N A N D D EA N CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
11909 BRIC KSOM E AVE., SUITE W l 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70816 

TELEPHON E: (S04) 292 75S4 
FAX: (504) 292-7525 INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORT 

November 30 , 1996 

Honorable Odom Graves 
Livingston Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 

Donald A. Dean, CPA 
David P. Dean. CPA 

We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and 
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector 
Agency Fund of the Livingston Parish Sheriff as of July 31, 1996, 
and the related statement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances for the period from August i, 1995 through July 
31, 1996. These financial statements are the responsibility of 
management of the Livingston Parish Sheriff. Our responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our 
audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining , on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management , as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described in note i, the Livingston Parish Sheriff is the ex- 
officio tax collector for the various taxing bodies within 
Livingston Parish , and the accompanying statements present 
information only on his activities as parish tax collector. 
Furthermore , the accompanying statements have been prepared on the 
basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a 
comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present 
fairly , in all material respects, the assets and liabilities 
arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of 
the Livingston Parish Sheriff as of July 31, 1996, and the 
collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax 
Collector Agency Fund for the period from August i, 1995, through 
July 31, ~996, on the basis of accounting described in note i. 

Respect fully subm~ d,\ 

Dean and Dean , CPA s 



L]V INGSTON PARISH SHERIFF 
Livingston, Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of Collections, Distributions and 

Unsettled Balances 
For the Period August i, 1995 to July 31, 1996 

DISTR IBUT ION S fCONTD 
Livingston Parish : 

School Board 
Sheriff 
Police Jury 
Recreation Districts 
Fire Protection Districts 
A ssessor 
Drainage 
Clerk of 

Districts 
Court 

Municipalities - fines 
Twenty-First Judicial District : 

District Attorney 
Judicial Expense Fund 
Indigent Defender Board 
Juvenile Justice 

Pension Funds 
Refunds and Redemptions 

Total Distributions 

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JULY 31, 1994 
DUE TO TAX ING BODIES AND OTHERS 

Statement B 

6 ,245 
2 ,647 
2 ,446 

648 
770 
591 
230 
ii 
15 

679 
946 
615 
419 
853 
171 
816 
714 
859 

14 .334 .346 

(Concluded) 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



L IV INGSTON PAR ISH SHER IFF 
Livingston, Louisiana 
T ax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
Arising from Cash Transactions 
J uly 31, 1996 

A SSETS 
Cash 

bodies and others 

Statement A 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement . 



Honorable Odom Graves 
N ovember 30 , 1996 

In planning and perform ing our audit , we obtained an understanding 
of the internal control structure of the Livingston Parish Sheriff 
used in the tax collection and distribution process. With respect 
to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of 
tlhe design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they 
have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in 
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to 
express an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly , 
we do not express such an opinion. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure 
used in tax collections and disbursements that might be material 
weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition 
in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal 
control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low 
level the risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would 
be material in relation to the financial statements being audited 
may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees 
in the normal course of performing their assiqned functions. We 
noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its 
operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined 
above . 

Our comments on internal control structure are intended for the 
information and use of the sheriff. By provisions of state law , 
this report is a public document, and it has been distributed to 
appropriate public officials. 

Respectfully submittg d , 

Dean and Dean , CPAs 

i0 
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Donald A. Dean, CPA 
David P. Dean. CPA 

Independent Auditor 's Report on Internal Control Structure 
Based Solely on an Audit of the Financial Statements 

November 30, 1996 

Honorable Odom Graves 
Livingston Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 
L ivingston , Louisiana 

We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and 
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector 
Agency Fund of the Livingston Parish Sheriff as of July 31, 1996, 
and the related statement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances for the period from August i, 1995, through July 
311, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated November 30, 
1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards require 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement . 

The Sheriff is responsible for establishing and maintaining an 
internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, 
estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the 
expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure 
policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control 
structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not 
absolute , assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from 
unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed 
in accordance with management 's authorization and recorded properly 
to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent 
limitations in any internal control structure, errors or 
irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected . Also, 
projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is 
subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because 
of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design 
and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate . 



OTHER REPORTS REQUIRED BY 

GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following pages contain reports on internal control structure 
and compliance with laws and regulations required by Government 
~ iditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States . The report on internal control structure is based solely 
on the audit of the financial statements and includes, where 
appropriate, any reportable conditions and/or material weaknesses. 
The report on compliance with laws and regulations is, likewise, 
based solely on the audit of the presented financial statements and 
presents, where applicable, compliance matters that would be 
material to the presented financial statements. 



L IV ING STON PARISH SH ER IFF 
L ivingston , Louisiana 
Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of July 31, 1996, and for the Period From 
August 1, 1995 through July 31, 1996 

TAXES PA ID UNDER PROTEST 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at 
the time of payment of all taxes due, may give notice to the 
tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of 
all or a portion of the total taxes paid . Upon receipt of 
this notice, the amount paid is segregated and held by the tax 
collector for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within 
this 30-day period, the funds are held pending the outcome of 
the suit . If the taxpayer prevails, the tax collector refunds 
the amount due with interest at the rate of two per cent per 
annum from the date the funds were received by the tax 
co llector . 
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2 . CA SH 

At July 31, 1996, the sheriff has $1,759,734 (collected bank 
balances) on deposit with a local financial institution in 
interest bearing demand accounts . Under state law , these 
deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by 
federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by 
the fiscal agent bank . The market value of the pledged 
securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all 
times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank . 
These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal 
agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually 
acceptable to both parties. These deposit balances, 
representing unsettled tax collections, are secured by 
$200,000 of federal deposit insurance and $1,559,734 of 
pledged securities (category 3). 

Even though the p ledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, 
Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory 
requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the 
pledged securities within I0 days of being notified by the 
Sheriff that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited 
funds upon demand . 

3 . STATE REVENUE SHAR ING FUNDS 

The 1995 revenue sharing funds provided by Act 550 of 1989, 
were distributed as follows: 

Livingston Parish 
School Board 
Police Jury 
Fire Protection District No. 1 
Fire Protection District No. 4 
Fire Protection District No. 5 
Fire Protection District No . i0 
Fire Protection District No . ii 
Gravity Drainage District No. 1 

Sheriff : 
Law Enforcement District 
Commission 

Pension Funds 

Total 

563 ,541 
342 ,588 
15 ,431 
68 ,239 
56 ,330 
9 ,649 
2 ,289 

27 ,808 

355 ,841 
158 ,498 
25 ,589 



D EA N A N D D EA N CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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TELEPIlONE: (504) 292-7554 
FAX: (504) 292-7525 

Donald A . Dean, CPA 
David P. Dean. CPA 

Independent Auditor 's Report on Compliance with Laws and 
Regulations Material to the Financial Statements 

November 30 , 1996 

Honorable Odom Graves 
Livingston Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 

We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and 
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector 
Agency Fund of tile Livingston Parish Sheriff as of July 31, 1996, 
and the related statement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances for the period from August i, 1995, through July 
311, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated November 30, 
1!996 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement . 

Compliance with laws and regulations applicable to the sheriff is 
the responsibility of the sheriff 's management . As part Of 
obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of 
tile sheriff 's compliance with certain provisions of laws and 
regulations. However, the objective of our audit of the financial 
statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with 
such provisions. Accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance 
that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards . 

Our comments on compliance with laws and regulations are intended 
for and use of the sheriff. By provisions of state law , this 
report is a public document, and it has been distributed to 
appropriate public officials. 

Dean and Dean , CPA s 

11 


