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Independent A uditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE ROBERT G . "BOB" BU CKLEY 
U NION PARISH SH ERI FF AND 
EX -OEFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Farm ervillc. Louisiana 

I have auditexl the financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of tile U nion 
Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table 
of contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of the U nion Parish 
Sheriff's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statem ents based on m y at,dit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perfor,n the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance  about w hether tile financial stalelnents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n 
audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statem ent presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

A s describczl in note 1, the U nion Parish SherilT is the ex-officio tax collector for the 
various taxing bodies within Union Parish, and the accolnpanying financial statements 
present information only on his activities as parish tax collector. Furlher, the 
accompanying financial statements have been preparext on the basis of cash receipts and 
disbursem ents which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally 
accepted accounting principles. 
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UNION PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO PA RISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report, 
June 30, 1996 

Ill m y opinion, tile financial statem ents referred to ill the first paragraph present fairly the assets and 
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe U nion Parish Sheriff 
as of June 30, 1996, and the colleclions and dislribulions for tile year then ended, on lhe basis of 
accounting as describexl ill note 1. 

Ill accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated July 16, 1996, on 
the U nion Parish Sheriff 's colnpliance w ith law s and regulations and m y consideration of the agency's 
inlernal conlrol slructtlre. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 

July 16, 1996 



FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
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ASSETS 
Cash 

LIABILITIES 
D ue Io taxing bodies and others 

U NION PARISH SH ERI FF 
Farmerville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 
Arising from Cash Transactions 

June 30, 1996 

The accom panying notes are an integral pan of this statem ent 
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Statem ent A 

$19,140 



 

U NION PARISH SH ERIFF 
Fannerville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUN D 

Statem ent of Collections, D istributions, and 
U nsettled Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 

For the Year Ended Jtlne 30, 1996 

UN SETTI.ED BALAN CES, JUN E 30, 1995 

CO LLECTIO N S 
A d valoreln taxes: 

Current year 
Prior year 

State Revenue Sharing 
Sporlsm an licenses 
Occupational licenses 

Auto dealers taxes (net) 
Interest on: 

N OW  accounls 
D elinquent taxes 
Auto dealer taxes 

License account 
Redem l)lions 
Reftm ds 
Tax notices, etc. 

Total collections 
Total 

DISTRIBU TIO N S 
Louisiana D eparhnent of Forestry 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
Ixm isiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 

U nioll Parish: 
Clerk of Court 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 

A ssessor 

Statem ent B 

$13,888 

2,664,318 
67,84(1 
473,356 
122,309 
59,579 
1.585 

5,844 
4,551 
632 

1,g02 
10,272 
1,501 
14,87(I 

3,428,459 
3.442.347 

30,875 
7,996 

101,498 

278 
1,075,539 
1,230,443 
410,888 
199,254 



UNION PARISH SH ERI FF 
Ea rm erville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 
Statem ent of Collections, D istributions 
and U nsettled Balances D ue to 
Taxing Bodies and Others 

For the Y ear Ended June 30. 1996 

I)ISTRIBUTIONS: (CONTD) 
East U nion H ospital 
Tri-W ard H ospital 
W ard 5 Fire D eparlm ent 
Spencer - W est Sterlinglon Fire D istrict 
Pension fim ds 
M unicipalities 
Refunds 

Tolal dislributions 

UNSETTLED BALAN CES, JUNE 30, 1996 

The accolnpanying notes are an inlegral part of this statem ent 

Statem ent B 

$69,512 
130,521 
53,683 
18,423 
8(I,336 
5,757 

8,204 
3.423.2(17 



 

UNION PARISH SH ERI FF 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FU ND 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30. 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided  by A rticle V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Ihe sheriff is Ihe 
ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorcm 
properly taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing fim ds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(19) requires the accounts of each parish tax 
collector to be audited  annually. Accordingly, the accom panying financial slatem enls 
reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related only to his responsibility as ex-officio 
parish tax collector. A m ounts included  in these financial statem ents are also includext in 
tile sheriff 's annnal general purpose financial statem ents. 

BASIS O F A CCO IYN TIN G 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections 
im posed by law , and the distributions pursuant to such law , and unsettled  balances due 
various tax recipient bodies and others. The accom panying financial statem ents have been 
prepared on the cash basis of accounting, w ith collections recognized when received  and 
distributions rec ognized when paid. 

C . CASIt 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections, in interest bearing 
accounts, with a bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds are collected. Further, the 
sheriff m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investm ents permitted  

by law. At June 30, 1996, the sheriff has demand deposits (book balances) totaling 
$19,140. 

At June 30, 1996, the sheriff has cash and cash eqnivalents (bank balances) totaling 
$66,645. All dem and deposits are deposited  in interest bearing accounts which are fully 
sec ured  by fed eral deposit insurance. 



U N IO N PA RISH SH ERI FF 

Farm elwille, Lotfisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

STATE R EVENU E SH AR IN G FUND S 

The revenue sharing funds provided  by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed  as follow s 

U nion Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 

Tri-W ard H ospital 
Spencer - W est Sterlington 
M unicipalities 
Pension fim ds 

Tola 

AUTO DEALER TAXES 

$208,830 
129,639 
105,7(19 
9,510 
6,000 
5,757 
7.911 

Louisiana Revised Staiute 47:1961.2 requires that m otor vehicle dealers in the parish transfer to 
the lax collector, m onthly, estimated  ad valorem taxes due on m otor vehicles sold during the m onth. The 
rem ittances are deposited into a separate interest bearing account. D uring D ecem ber of each year, the 
dealer's actual tax liability is determined and that am ount is transferred to the tax colleclor account for 
settlem ent to the various taxing districts. A ny am ounts exceeding the auto dealer's tax liability w ill lye 
distributed  am ong the appropriate taxing bodies. The follow ing sched ule provides detail on changes in 
the separate m otor vehicle dealer account during the period ended June 30, 1996: 

Balance a! June 30, 1995 

Rem ittances 
Interest earn ed  on account 
Transfers to tax collector account 

N et change for current year 

Balance at June 30, 1996 

9 

$13,888 

29,248 
632 

(27,663) 
2.217 



Independent Auditor's Reports R equired 
by Govelvlm ent Auditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports oll compliance with law s and regulations, and intcrna 
conlrol slnlclure are presented in com l)liance with the requirem ents of Governm ent Auditing Standards 
issued by lhe Com ptroller General of the U nited States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
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Indepeudent A uditor's R eport oil 
Com pliance W ith Laws and R egulations 

H ON ORABLE ROBERT G . "BOB" BU CKLEY 
U NION PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO TA X COLLECTOR 

Farm erville, l_x)uisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of tile Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe 
U nion Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year Ihen ended and have 
issued m y report thereon dated  July 16, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepled  auditing standards; 
Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited  
Stales; and the Louisiana Govermnental Audit Guide, issued by tlie Sociely of 
Ixm isiana Certified Poblic Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
Those standards and the audil guide require thai I plan and perforln lhe audil to 
oblain reasonable assurance about w hether the financial slalem enls are free of 

m aterial m isstatelnent 

Com pliance w ith law s and regulations, applicable to lhe Tax Coliector Agency 
Fund, is the responsibility of the sheriff's m anagem ent. A s parl of oblaining 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstalement, I perfonned  tests of the sheriff 's compliance w ith cerlain provisions 

of laws and regulations. However, the objective of my audit of lhe financial 
statem ents was )lot to provide an opinion on overall com pliance wilh such 
provisions. A ccordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

Tile rest,its of )uy tests disclosed  no instances of noncom pliance that are reqtfired  
lo be reported trader Government Auditing Standards. 



H ON ORA BLE ROBERT G . "BOB" BU CKLEY 
U NION PA RISH SH ERI FF A N D 

EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 
Farm erville, Looisiana 
Reporl on Com pliance W ith 

Law s and Regulations, 
June 30. 1996 

This report is intended for the use of naanagem enI of the U nion Parish Sheriff and interested state 
agencies. This is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public 
record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
July 16, 1996 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
on Interual Control Structnre 

H ON ORABLE ROBERT G . "BOB" BU CKLEY 
U NION PARISH SH ERI FF AND 
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Farm erville, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of tile 
U nion Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have 
issued m y report thereon daled July 16, 1996. 

I conducted m y avdit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Govern ment Auditing Standards, issueA by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
Stales. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit 1o obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the financial s|alelnenls are free of m aterial 
nllssIaIelnent 

The m anagem ent of U nion Parish Sheriff  is responsible for establishing and 
m aintaining an intern al control stru cture. 1,1 fldfilling this responsibility, estim ales 

and judgments by management are required to assess tile expected benefits and 
relalexl costs of internal control slnicture policies and procextures. The objec lives 
of an inlem al control stru cture are to provide managem ent with reasonable, but nol 
absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss fi'om unauthorized use 
or disposition, and that transactions are executexl in accordance with m anagem enl's 
aothorizalion and recorded properly to perm it lhe preparation of financial 
slatemenls in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles or oilier 
compre hensive basis of accounting. Because of inherent lim ilalions in any internal 
control stru cture, errors or irre gularities m ay nevertheless occur and nol be 

detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is 
subject to the risk that procexlures may become inadequale bec ause of changes in 
conditions or that the effec tiveness of the design and operation of policies and 
procedures lnay deteriorate. 
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H ON ORABLE ROBERT G . "BOB" BU CKLEY 
U NION PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO PARI SH TAX COLLECTOR 

Farm erville, Louisiana 
Reporl on Intern al Control Stnlcture, 
June 30. 1996 

In planning and performing m y audit of the financial statem ents of the U nion Parish Sheriff 's Tax 
Collector Agency Fund for the year ended June 30, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the 
internal control structure. W ith respect to the internal control structure, I oblaincd an 
understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been 
placed  in operation, and I assessed control risk, in order to determ ine m y auditing proced ure s for 
the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion 
on the internal control structnre. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of the intern al control stre cture would not nec essarily disclose all m atters in the 
inlernal control stnlcture that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the 
Am erican Institute of Certified  Pnblic Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reporlable condition 
in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the spec ific internal control struclure elem ents 
does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in alnonnts thai would 
be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected 
within a lilnely period by ennployees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 
I noted no malters involving the intern al control structure and its operation that I considered to be 
m aterial w eaknesses as defined  above. 

This repoll is intended for the use of m anagement of the Union Parish Sheriff and inleresled sate 
agencies. This is not intended  to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public 

record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
July 16, 1996 
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