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Independent A uditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE H U GH  B . BEN N ETT , JR . 
D ESOTO PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 

M ansfield. Louisiana 

1 have auditexl tile financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
D eSoto Parish Sheriff as of Juoe 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as listed in the 
table of contents. These financial stalem enls are tire responsibility of the DeSolo 
Parish Sheriff 's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statem ents basexl o]1 m y audit. 

I conductext m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
G overm nent Auditing Staodards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the attdit to oblain reasonablc 
assurance about whether the financial statem ents are fl-ee of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n 
audit inchldes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence sttpporling lhe am ounls and 
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as ewd[taling 
Ihe overall financial statem ent presentation. I believe thai m y audil provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

A s descfibexl in Jlole 1, the DeSoto Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for tire 
various taxing bodies within De,Solo Parish, and the accompanying financial statcmenls 
present inform ation only on his activities as parish tax collector. Further, the 
accom panying financial statelnents have been t)reparcd on the basis of cash receipts and 
disbursem ents which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally 
accepted accounting principles. 
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H ON ORABLE H UGH B . BEN N ETT, JR . 
D ESOTO PA RISH SH ERIFF A N D 
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lndependenl Audilor's Report
, 

June 30, 1996 

August 2, 1996 



FIN AN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

L4_ 



ASSETS 
Cash 

I.IABII.ITIES 
D ue lo taxing bodies and olhers 
A uto dealer deposits 

Total liabilities 

D ESOTO PA RISH SH ERIFF 

M ansfield, Lxm isiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

Slatem enl of A ssels and Liabililies 
A rising from Cash Transactions 

Jtme 30. 1996 

Tile accom panying notes are an integral part of this slatem ent 

Statem ent A 

$46 636 

$17,250 
29,386 

$46,636 



 

D ESOTO PARISH SH ERI FF 

M ansfield, Ix)uisiana 
TA X CO LLECTO R A GEN CY FU N D 

Statem ent of Collections
, D istributions, and 

U nsetllexI balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and O thers 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1996 

UN SETTLEI) BALAN CES
, JUNE 30, 1995 

CO LI.ECTIO N S 
A d valorem taxes: 

Curren! year 
Prior year 

State Revenue Sharing 
Spollsm an licenses 
Interest on: 

N O W  accounts 
D elinquent taxes 

Prior year taxes 
Tax notices, etc. 

Redem l)lions 
Other collections 

Total collections 

Total 

])ISTR IBU TIO N S 
/xm isiana Deparhnent of Forestry 
Rexl River Levee D istrict 
ixm isiana Tax Com m ission 
Lxm isiana D eparhnenl of W ildlife and Fisheries 
D eSoto Parish: 
Clerk of Court 
A ssessor 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Conm m nicalions D istrict 
Fire Protee tion D istrict N o. 1 
Fire Prolection D istrict No

. 2 

(Con! inuexl) 

Statem ent B 

N ON E 

$9,197,925 
11,484 

554,924 
88.319 

14,258 
10,914 
1,066 
19,926 
9,813 

19 
9,908.648 

9,908.648 

25,498 
3,533 
2,244 
49,915 

577 
335,794 
814,812 

6,267,668 
1,332,687 

87,282 
148,080 
26,547 



DESOTO PARISH SH ERIFF 
M ansfield, ixm isiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 
Slatem en! of Collections, D istributions 
and U nsetllexl Balances D ue to 
Taxing Bodies and Olhers 

For lhe Year Endexl June 30. 1996 

I)ISTRII~UTIONS: (CONTD.) 
DeSolo Parish: (Contd.) 
Fire Proteclion D islrict N o. 5 
Fire Proleclion D istric! N o. 8 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 9 

Pension funds 
Refunds 

Total distributions 

UNSETT1.EI) BALANCES, JUN E 30, 1996 

(Concluded) 

The accom panying holes are an integral part of this slatem en! 
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Statem ent B 

$61,673 
386,382 
80,756 
258,674 
9.276 

9.891,398 

$17,25(I 



 

DESOTO PARISH SH ERI FF 
M ansfield, Lonisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUN D 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
For tile Year Ended  June 30, 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided  by A rticle V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constihltion of 1974, tile sheriff is the 
ex-officio tax collec tor of tile parish and is responsible for tile collec tion and distribution of ad wdorcm 
prol~ lly taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing flm ds, and angling, hnn|ing, and trapping licenses. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

Louisiana Revised  Stalule 24:517(D) requires tile accounts of each parish lax 
collector to be atldited  annnally. Accordingly, the accom panying financial statem ents 
reflect the financial activity of tile sheriff related only to his responsibility as cx-officio 
parish tax collector. Am ounts included  ill these financial statem ents are also included  in 
the sheriff 's amlnal general purpose financial statem ents. 

BA SIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections 
im posed  by law , and the distributions pursuant to such law , and unsettled balances duc 
various tax recipienl Ix~ties and others. The accom panying financial slatem enls have been 
prepared on the cash basis of acconnting, w ilh collections recognized  when received and 
distributions recognized  w hen paid. 

C . CASIt 

State law authorizes tile sheriff to deposit tax collections, in interest bearing 
accounts, with a bauk dom iciled  in the parish where the funds ale collected. Further, tile 
sheriff m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investm ents permitted 
by law . 

At June 30, 1996, tile sheriff has cash (book balances and bank balances) totaling 
$46,636 and $74,714, respectively. All cash is deposited  in interest bearing accounts 
w hich are fldly secured  by fed eral deposil insurance. 
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H ON OR ABLE H U GH  B . BEN N ETT , IR , 

DESOTO PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX -OFFICIO PA RISH TA X COLLECTO R 

M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

STA TE R EVEN UE SIIAR IN G I~TrNI)S 

Tile revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1221) of 1995 were distributed as follow s 

D eSoto Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Fire D istricts 
Tax A ssessor 

Pension fim ds 

Total 

AU TO I)EAI.ER TAX ES 

$58,548 
330,080 
112,281) 
23,936 
23,325 
6.755 

l~)uisiana Revised Statute 47:1961.2 requires that m otor vehicle dealers in the parish transfer to 
the lax colleclor, m onthly, estim ated ad valorem taxes due on m otor vehicles sold during the nlonlh. 
D uring D ec em ber of each year, the dealer's actual lax liability is determ ined and thai am ount is settled 
to the various ta~ing districts. Any am ounts exceeding the auto dealer's tax liability w ill be distributed 
among the apl)ropriate taxing bodies. The following schexhde provides detail on changes in lnotor vehicle 

dealer taxes during the period ended June 30, 1996: 

Balance at June 30, 1995 
Rem ittances 
Transfers to lax collector account 

Balance at .]une 30, 1996 
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$33,(129 
57,701 

(61,344) 

$29,386 



Independent Auditor's R eports Required 
by GovetTtm ent Attditing Standards 

The following independent at,ditor's reporls on compliance with laws and regulations, and inlem a 
control structure are presented in com pliance w ith the rexluirem ents of GovelTm wnt Auditing Stalldards 

issued by Ihe Com ptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit Guide 
issued by the Society of Louisiana Cctaific~l Public Accountants ai'td the Louisiavta Legislative Auditor 
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Independent Auditor's Report on 
Com pliance with Laws and Regulations 

H ON ORABLE H U GH BENN ETT, JR 
D ESOTO PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 

EX -OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 
M ansfield. lxm isiana 

I have audited the fina~cial statem ents of tl~e Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
DeSolo Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have issued 
m y reporl tllereon dated Atlgust 2, 1996. 

I conductexl m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted audiling standards; 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nilcd 
Stales; and ll~e Louisiana Gove~Tm~ental Audit Guide, issuex| by tl~e Society of 
D.misiana Cerlified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Audilor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require tlml I plan and perforln the audi! to obtain 
reasollable assurance abol~t wllether the financial slatelnents are free of m aterial 

COml)liance with law s and rcgulalions, applicable to the Tax Collector Agency Fund, 
is the resl)onsibilily of tile sheriff 's m anagem ent. A s 1)art of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statelnents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I 
perform ed tests of tl~e sheriff 's com pliance with cerlain provisions of laws and 

regulations. However, tl~e objective of my audit of the financial statements was no! 
to provide an opinion on overall com pliance with such provisions. Accordingly, 1 do 
not express such an opinion. 

The results of m y tesls disclosexl no instances of noncompliance that are required to bc 
reporlexl under (;ovelTm ~ent Auditing Standards. 



H ON ORABLE H U GH BENNETT
, JR 

D ESOTO PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO TA X COLLECTOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Rel)Oll on Com pliance W ith Law s and Regulations 
Jttlle 30, 1996 

This reporl is inlended for tile use of m anagem ent of the D eSoto Parish Sheriff
. This is not intended to li

m il lhe distribution of this reporl
, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
Augusl 2, 1996 
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Independent Auditor's R eporl 
on Internal Control Structure 

H ON ORA BLE H UGH BEN NEq-T , JR 
DESOTO PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX-OFF1CIO TAX COLLECTOR 

M ansfield, Louisiana 

I have attdiled the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
D e.Solo Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have issued 
]ny report thereon dated August 2, 1996. 

1 conducled m y audit in accordance w ilh generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditittg Statldards, issuext by the Comptroller General of lhe U ntied 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance abom whelher tl~e financial statem ents are free of material m isstatemenl. 

The m anagem ent of D eSoto Parish Sheriff is responsible for eslablishing and 
m aintaining an inte]~ml control stn]cture. In fidfilling this responsibility, estim ates and 

judgments by mauagetuent axe required to assess the expected benefits and related cosls 
of internal control slntclure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal 
control stnlctufc are to provide m anagem ent will] reasonable, but not absolule, 
assurance that assets arc safcgnardexl against loss froln unauthorized use or disposition, 
and that transactions are execntexl in accordance with m anagem enl's authorization and 
recorded properly to penuit the preparation of financial statem ents in acco~zlance with 
generally accel)texl accounting principles or other com prehensive basis of accounting. 
Because of itlhercnl lim itations in any itllem al control stnlcturc, errors or irregularilies 

may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, proieclion of any evaluation of the 
structure to fi]lnre periods is sul2iect to the risk that procedures may become inadequate 
because of changes in conditions or thai lhe effectiveness of lhe design and opera/i(,] 

of policies and pl"oce(ltlres m ay dete15orale. 

In planning and perform ing m y audit of the financial statem ents of the D cSoto Parish 
Sheriff's Tax Collector Agency Fund for the year endext June 30, 1996, 1 obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect Io the im ernal control 
slfuchn'e, I obtainexl all understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures 
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H ON ORA BLE H UGH BEN NETT, JR . 
DESOTO PARISH SH ERI FF AND 
EX -OFFIC10 PARI SH TAX COLLECTOR 
M ansfield, l~ uisiaua 

Report on ]nlernal Control Structure, 
Julle 3(I, 1996 

and w hclher lhey have been placed in operalion, and I assessed control risk, in order to determ ine m y 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the financial slatem ents and not lo 
provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accolztingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of the intern al control stfuct.ure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal 
conlrol slnlclltre lhal m ight be material weaknesses under standards established by the A m erican Inslilule 
of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in which tile design or 
Ol)e~'atioJ1 of one or m ore of the specific intern al control slntcture elem ents does not reduce to a relalively 
low level lhc risk that errors or irregularities in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial 

statem ents being attdited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by employees in the 
normal course of perform ing their assigned fim ctions. I noted no m atters involving the inlernal control 
slruc|ure and its operation thai I considered to be m alerial weaknesses as defined above. 

Tt/is report is inlcndext for Ihe use of m anagem ent of the D eSolo Parish Sheriff. This is not intended to 
lim it tile distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W cs| M olll'oe, Louisiana 

Augusl 2, 1996 
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