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INDEPENDEN T AUDITORS' REPOR'I 

TIlE ttONORABLE RODNEY J. STRAIN, JR. 
ST. TAM M AN Y PARISH SH ERIFF AN D EX-OFFICIO TA X COLLECTOR 
St. 3"am m any Parish, Louisiana 
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W c have audilcd tile financial statem ents of tim Tax Collector Agency Fund of the St. Tam m any 
Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1999, and for file year then ended, as listed in the table of coulents. 
These financial slalcnlenls are the responsibilily of lhe St. Tam m any Parish Sbm'iff  and Ex-Officio 
Tax Collcctor's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on thcsc financial 
statem ents based on our audit and thc standards applicable to financial statem cnl audits contained 
in (7ovcm m eul Auditing Standards, issucd by tbe Com ptroller General of the United Slates. 

Except as discussed ill tile follow ing paragraph w e conductcd our audit in accordancc w ith generally 
accepted auditing slandards. Tbose standards require that wc plan and perform lhc audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w helhcr the financial statcnlents arc frce of m aterial nlisslalem cnt. A n 
audil inchldcs cxam ining, oil a test basis, evidence supporting file am ounts and disclosures ill lhc 
financial slatcm cnls. All audit also ineludcs assessing tile accounting principles used and significant 
cslim alcs m ade by m anagcm ent, as w ell as cvaluaiing lhe overall financial slalem cut pm scnlalion. 

W e bclieve lbat our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

A s described in N ole A I, the Sl.Tam m any Parish SberJff is the Ex-Offieio Tax Collcclor for lhe 
various taxing bodies w ithin St.Tam m any Parish, and the accom panyiog financial slalem culs 
prescnl inform ation only oil his activities as parish lax collector. Accordingly, the accom panying 
financial statem ents are not intended to and do not present lbo financial position and results of 
operations of the St. Tam m auy Parish Sheriff. 

In our opinion, except for tim om ission of file inform ation discussed in the preceding paragraph
, tile 

financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph present fairly in all m aterial respecls
, the assets 

and liabilities of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lbc St. Tam m any Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 

1999, and the colleclions and disbursem ents for tim year tben ended, in conform ity w ifll generally 
aeceplcd accounting principles. 



The 11onorable Rodney J. Strain, Jr. 
SI. Tam m any Pm'isb Sheriff and Ex-officio Tax Colleelor 
St. Tanm lany Parish, Louisiana 

The Tax Collector Agency Fund of the St. Tanm lany Parish Sheriff has nol prcscnled the 
disclosurcs rcquircd by Governm ental Accounting Slandards Board Technical Bullclin 98-1, 
D isclosures about Year 2000 Issues, as am ended by Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
Technical Bullelin 99-1, that thc G ovel'nnlenlal A ccounting Standards Board has determ ined arc 
necessary to supplem ent, although not be a part of, the basic financial statem ents. In addition, w e 
do not provide assurance that the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the St. Tam m any Parish Sheriff is 
or w ill becom e ycar 2000 com plianl, that the Tax Collector Agency Fund oflhe St. Tmnnm ny Parish 
SherifFs Y ear 2(/00 rcm edialion efforts w ill be sucecssfi~l in whole or in part, or lhal parties w ilh 
which the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the St. Tanunany Parish Sheriff docs business are or will 
bccom c ycar 2000 com pliant, 

In accordance w ilh Government Auditing Standards, w c have also issued a report dated Oclobcr 25, 
1999 on our consideration of the Tax Collcetor A gency Fund of the St. Tam m any Parish Sheriffs 
inlcrnal control over fin ancial reporting and our tcsls of its com plimlee w iih certain provisions of 
Jaw s, regulalions, conlracts, and grants. 

O clobcr 25, 1999 



ST. TAM M AN Y PARISH SH ERIFF 
TA X CO1.LECTOR AGENCY FUND 

St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

STATEM ENT OF A SSETS AND LIABILITIES 

June 30, 1999 

A sscls 

Cash and cash equivalcnts (Note A3 and B) 
Rcccivablcs (Nole E) 
l)uc fl-onl olhcr goverm enls 

TO TA L A SSETS 

I Jiabililics 
I)uc lo laxing bodies and othcrs 

The accom panying notes are an intcgral parl oflhis slalcm cnl 

Sia~cm cnt A 

$ 10,605,803 
15,651 

13.793 

$10.635.~  

$~ 6~ 247 



ST. TAM M AN Y PARISH SI4ER1FF 
TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUND 

SI. Tam nlany Parish, Louisiana 

STATEM ENT OF COLLECTION S, DISTRIBUTION S 
AND UN SETTLED BA LANCES 

For lhc Year Ended Junc 30, 1999 

UN SE'II'LISDJ3ALANCES AT JULY L2~91~ 

(2OLLECJ ~ION S 

A d V alorcm  taxes: 
Current year 
Prior year 

Angling, hunting, and lrapping licenses 
Parish licenses 
Sales taxes 
Tax helices, penalties, etc. 

Slale revenue sharing (Note D) 
lnleresl on: 
Salcs taxes 
D elinqucnl taxes 
]llvestnlents 
Research and other fees 

Total collections 

S1.JIITOTA L 

Thc accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Slalem ent B 

$ 8,492,535 

72,029,833 
1,716,025 
915,132 

1,360,175 
04,647,850 

323,352 
3,8(/3,050 

189,442 
421,175 
448,288 
5.479 

185,859~892 

$19A,352.3~6 



SE]'ZLEM ENTI~  

ST. TAM M AN Y PA RISH SHERIFF 
TA X COI,I,ECTOR AGENCY FUND 

St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

STA TEM ENT OF COI.LECTION S, DISTRIBU TION S 
1 AN D U NSETTLED BAI JAN CES 

(Continued) 

For the Y ear Ended June 3(1, 1999 

Louisiana l)eparlm cnl of W ildlifc and Fisheries 

Louisiana Tax Cmnm ission 
1.ouisiana Forestry Com m ission 
St. Tam m any Parish: 
School Board 
Police Jury 
Sheriff 
Fire Prolcclion I)islricts 
M osquilo Abalcm enl D istricl 

A ssessor 
Rccrcalion D istricts 
Tourist Com m issions 
Library 
W alcrworks D istricls 
Sewcragc 1)islricls 
Drainage Dislricts 
Road l~ighling 
M unicipalities 
Florida Parish Juvenile Center 
Rcflmded to taxpayers 
Pcnsion fimds 
Courlhousc 
Jail 
East St. Tam m any Evm~ts D istrict 

Olhcr fees 
Total distribulions 

UN SE] ) BALAN CES A32Jtm e~3.(l, 199~9 

The accom panying notes arc an integral part of this slatcm cnt 

Statcm enl B 

$ 685,825 
8,663 
16,662 

80,27(I,519 
27,881,499 
13,227,701 
11,8(/6,299 
1,634,721 
1,388,331 
2,187,440 
554,611 
183,334 
151,110 
15,866 

230,654 
80,485 

27,803,540 
1,239,921 
1,360,924 
1,863,755 
5,268,437 
5,268,334 

16,897 

5710561 
183~Z17.QS~ 

$ 10,635.242 



NOTE A - 

ST. TAM M AN Y PARISH SH ER1FI7 
TAX COl ,1,ECTOR A GEN CY FUND 

St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO THE FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENTS 

June 30, 1999 

SUM M A ICY  OF SIGN IFICAN T ACCO1JNTING POL1C1F~S 

A s provided by Article V , Scction 27 oflhc 1,ouisiana Constitution of 1974, the Shcriff is cx- 
officio lax collcctor of the parish and is responsible for the collcction and distribufion ofad 
valorcm property taxes, pal'isb occupational licenses, state revenue sharing fimds, and angling, 
hunting, and trapping licenses. The Sheriff also collects the sales tax for St. Tam m any Parish 
and olhcr taxing bodies w ithin the parish. 

1. Reporting Entity 

l,ouisiana Revised Statute 24:517(19) requires that the accounts of eacfi tax collcctor bc 
audited annually. Accordingly, the accom panying statem enls reflect financial activity of 
the Sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Am ounts 
included in ibis report arc also included in the Shcrifgs annual general purpose financial 
statem ents. 

2. Basis of A ccom~ting 

The accounts of the tax collector arc establisbed to reflect lhc collections im poscd by law , 

distributions lm rsuant to sucb law , and balances due various taxing bodies and others. 
The accom panying financial statem ents have been prcparcd on the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting. Collections are recognized whcn they becom e both m easurable and 
available and dislribulions reflected when the liability is incurrcd. 

C.asfi includes am ounts in dem and deposits and interest-bearing dem and deposits. Under 
slate law , lhe Sheriff m ay deposit fimds in dem and deposits, intercst-bearing dem and 
deposits, or lim e dcposits w ith slate banks organized under l~ouisiana law or any other 
stale of the United States, or under thc law s of the United Slates. 



N OTE B - L7 

ST, TAM M AN Y PARISH SHERIFF 
TA X COLLECTOR A GENCY FUND 

St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO TIlE FINAN CIA L STATEM t;NTS 

June 30, 1999 

At June 30, 1999, tbe Sheriff's Tax Collector Agency Fund has cash (book balanccs) totaling 
$ 10,605,803. Tbcsc deposits are stated al cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under slale law, 
these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or 
thc plcdgc of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged 
sccurilics plus thc fcdcral deposit insurancc m ust at all tim es cqual tim am ount on deposit w ith 
lhe fiscal agcnl. These securities arc hcld in tim nam c of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a 
holding or cuslodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

The Sherifl's lax collector accounts arc grouped wilh those of the Shcrifl's general funds for 
lhc purpose of securilics pledged. A t June 30, 1999, the Sheriff  has 10,874,728 in deposits 

(collcclcd bank balances). These deposits arc sccurcd from risk by $100,000 of fcdcral dcposil 
insurance and $ 10,774,728 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of 1ho 
fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Evcn though lhe pledged securilics arc considered uncollaleralizcd (Category 3) undcr thc 
pro visions of GA SB Slalem clll No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a slatutory 
requirem ent on tbe custodial bank to advertise and sell fllc pledged securities w ithin 10 days 
of being notificd that tim fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

l)uc to significantly higher cash flows during tim ad valorem lax collection period, tim Shcrifl~s 
dcposils increase significantly; as a resull, lhc am ount of collateralizcd deposils al lhosc tim es 
is substantially higher. 

N OTF, C - 21"A XES.I'~ O_TES~2 

The unselllcd balances due to taxing bodies and others at June 30, 1999, include taxes paid 
under prolcsl, plus intercsl carncd to date on the investment of these fimds, totaling $1,471,856. 
Additional laxes paid under protest, wllich were held by an outside law firm , total $500,000. 
These m onies are held in escrow pending resolulion of the protest. 



ST. TAM M AN Y PARISH SIIER1FF 
TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUND 

$1. Tam nlany Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO THE FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1999 

NOTE I) - S~ TE R EY_F_~N U~  NI IAR1NG FUND S 

l'hc revenue sharing fimds provided by Act 550 w ere dislributcd as follow s 

St. Tam m any Parish: 
School Board 
Fire Prolcclion i)istriels 
Sheriff 
Police Jury 
1 ,ibrary 
M osquito Abatcm enl D islricl 
W alcr D islricls 
A ssessor 
Recrealion Dislricls 
Pension fim ds 
Olhcr 

Tola 

N OTE E - RECEIVA BLES 

A s of Junc 30, 1999, receivables consisted oflhe follow ing 

N SF Balances 
General Fund 

10 

_$~3.803.050 

$ 10,455 
5,1<26 

$ . !_5.651 



Samuel K. Smith, CPA 
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I~,EPO RT ON COM PI,IAN CE AN D ON INTERN AL CONTROl, OVER FINANCIAl, 
RH 'ORTING BA SED ON AN AU DIT O12 FINAN CIAl, STA TEM EN TS PERFORM I,;D IN 

ACCORDAN CE W lTIt GO VERNM EN TA UD]TING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Rodney J. S~.rain, Jr. 
St. Tam m any Parish Sheriff And Ex-Officio Tax Colleclor 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector A gency Fund of the St, Tam m any 
Parish Sheriff as of and for tim year ended June 30, ! 999, and havc issued our report thereon dated 
October 25, 1999. W e conducted our audit ill accordance w ith generally accepted auditing slandards 
and lhc standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govermnenl Auclilillg Stam lards, issued 
by lhe Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. 

Com plimlcc 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Collector Agcncy Fund of the St. 
Tam m any Parish Sheriffs financial statem ents are free ofm atcrial m isstalem cnt, wc perform ed tests 
of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance 
w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent 

amounls, l]owcvcr, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audil and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed 
no inslanccs of noncom pliance thai are required to be reportcd under Goverm,ent Attdil#lg 
Standards. 

hlternal Control 
In plmm ing and perform ing our audit, we considered Tax Collector Agency |"mad of Ih0 St. 
Tam m any Parish Sheriffs inlernal control over financial rcporting in order to determ ine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not 
to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the 
internal conlrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m attcrs in the internal 
control over financial reporting that m ight be m atcrial weaknesses. A m atcrial w eakness is a 
condilion in which lhe design or operation of one or m ore oflhe inlernal conlro] com ponenls does 
not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents, in am ounts that w ould be m aterial 
in rclalion Io lhc financial statem ents being audited, m ay occur and not be deteclcd w ithin a I.im cly 
period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing Ihcir assigned functions. W e nolcd no 
m atters involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation lhat w e consider to 
be m alerial w eaknesses. 

This reporl is intended for the inform ation of the m anagem ent and the Louisiana Legislative A uditor 
l low ever, this rcport is a m atter of public record and 

October 25, 1999 


