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JOH N R. VERCHER PC 
Certijled Pubflc Accountant 

P.O. Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

ACCOUNTANT'S COM PILATIO N REPORT ON 
COM PONENT UNIT FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

Board of Comm issioners 
Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent 
LaSalle Parish Police Jury 
Jena. Louisiana 71342 

and graphs of the Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire 
as listed in the table of contents, in accordance with 
issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public 

A compilation is lim ited to presenting in the form  of finan cial statements inform ation th at is the representation 
of management. I have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statements and, accordingly, do not express 

an opinion or any oth er form of assurance on th em . 

In accordan ce with the Louisiana Governm ent Audit Guide an d the provisions of state law , I have issued a 

report, dated M ay 24, 2004, on th e results of our agreed-upon proce dures. 

M ay 24, 2004 

Jena. Louisiana 

_ MEMBER_  

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN TS 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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JOHN R. VERCH ER PC 
Certi~ed l'u6fic Accountant 

P.O . Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
Tek (318) 992-6348 

IN DEPEND ENT ACCOUN TANT'S REPORT 
ON APPLYIN G AG RE ED-UPON PRO CEDURE S 

Board of Comm issioners 
Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire Department 
LaSalle Parish Police Jury 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 

I have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governm ent Audit Guide and enumerated below, 
which were agreed to by the management of Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent and the Legislative 
Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating management's assertions about Little Creek - Searcy 
Volunteer Fire Department's complian ce with  certain law s and regulations during th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

included in the accompan ying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was 
performed in accordance with standards established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The 
sufficiency of these proc ed ures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, I make no 
representation regar ding the sufficiency of the proc edures described below either for the purpose for which this report 
has been requested or for an y other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 
1. Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding $15,000, or public works 

exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in accordan ce with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 
(the public bid law). 

~ I found no such expenditu res 

2. Obtain from ma nagement a list of the imm ediate fam ily members of each board member as defined by LSA-RS 

42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board membe rs and employees, as well 
as their imm ediate fam ilies. 

~ M anagement provided  me with the required list including the noted information 

3. Obtain from mana gement a listing of all employees paid during the period under exam ination 

~ M anagement provided m e with th e required list. 

4. Determine whether any of those employees included in the listing obtained from man agement in agreed-upon 
procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate 
fam ily mem bers. 

~ None of the employees included on the list of employees provided by ma nagement [agreed-upon procedure 
(3)] appeared on the list provided by management in agreed-upon procedure (2). 

_ MEMBER_  

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



 

Budgeting 
5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments 

~ The Department prepared a budget 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to th e m inute book. 

~ The budget was approved in the m inutes 

7. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues an d expenditures to determine if 

actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by m ore than 5% . 

~ The Department exceeded the budget by $94,941 or 187% due to unexpected expenses from a FEM A 

grant. 

Accounting and Reporting 
8. Ran domly select 6 disbursements made during the period under exam ination and 
(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount an d payee; 

~ I exam ined supporting docum entation for each of th e six selected disbursem ents and found th at paym ent 

was for th e proper am ount and m ade to th e correct payee. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund an d general ledger account; and 

~ All of th e paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund an d general ledger account. 

(c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities. 

~ Inspection of documentation supporting each of th e six selected disbursem ents indicated approvals from the 

clerk and th e chairm an of the Board of Comm issioners. 

M eetings 
9. Exam ine evidence indicating th at agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or advertised as 

required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

~ The Department meets on the sec ond Thursday of each month 

Debt 10. Exam ine bank deposits for th e period under exam ination and determ ine wheth er any such deposits appear to be 

proceed s of banks loan s, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

~ I inspected  copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and noted no deposits which 

appeared to be proceeds of bank loan s, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

Advances and Bonuses 
11. Exam ine payroll records an d m inutes for th e year to determ ine wheth er any payments have been m ade to 

employees which m ay constitute bonuses, advance, or gifts. 

~ An exam ination of expenditu re records and reading of m inutes found no bonuses were paid to employees 

during the year. 



 

I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the expression of 
an opinion on management's assertions. Accordingly, I did not express such an opinion. Had I performed additional 
procedures, other m atters m ight have come to my attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of managem ent of Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, an d should not be  used by th ose who have not agreed to the procedures 
and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of th e procedures for th eir purposes. However, th is report is a matter of 

public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Jena, Louisiana  
M ay 24, 2004 



LITTLE CREEK - SEAR CY VOLUN TEER FIRE DEPARTM EN T 

LASALLE PARISH POLICE JURY 
GEN ERAL FUN D  

BA LAN CE SH EET 

D ECEM BER 31, 2003 

ASSETS 
Cash $ 
Receivables 
Fixed Assets 
Am ount To Be Provided For Retirement 
of General Long-Term Debt 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Accounts Payable 
Debts Payable 
Investm ents in General Fixed Assets 
Fund Balance 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
FUND BALANCE 

Genera 
Fund 

4,176 
50,527 

-0- 

-0- 

31,947 
-0- 
-0- 

22.756 

54.703 

Account Groups 

General 
Fixed Assets 

$ -0- 
-0- 

131,984 

-0- 

$ 131,984 

-O- 
-0- 

131,984 
-0- 

$ 131,984 

General 
Long-Term 

Debt Total 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

141.164 

$ 141,164 

$ -0- 
141,164 

-0- 
-0- 

$ 141,164 

See Accountant's Com pilation Report 
The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent 

4,176 
50,527 
131.984 

141.164 

$ 327,851 

$ 31,947 
141,164 
131,984 
22.756 

$ 327,851 



 

LITTLE CREEK SEAR CY VOLUN TEER FIRE  DEPARTM EN T 

FIRE  DEPAR TM ENT  (COM PONENT UNIT) GENERAL RE VENUE FUND 
STATEM EN T OF RE VEN UES, EXPENDITURES AND CHA NGES IN FUN D BALAN CE 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

Revenues: 
Ad Va/om m Taxes 
2% Fire Insurance 
Other 
FEMA Grant 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures: 
Salanes and Rela~d Benefits 
Insurance 
Office Supplies 
Supplies 
Vehicle Expense 
Utilities 
Professional Fees 
Uniforms 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Dues and Subscriptions 
Capital Outlay 
Miscellaneous Exp ense 

For the Year Ended Decem6er 31, 2003 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures 

Fund Balance - January I 

Fund Balance - Decem ber 31 

Budget 

$ 37,091 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

Actual Variance 

$ 85,793 
2,034 
850 

44.178 

___$_  _
3
_L_0_9_3 _$__ _  _ LL2_&55 _ 

-0- 
6,500 
2,500 
3,500 
3,000 
2,500 
1 ,O00 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 

30,00(3 
-0- 

_ $ 4~,_0__0.? _ 

$ (11,909) 

50.842 

"See Accountant's Compilation Report" 

2,750 
8,278 
1,145 
3,767 
10,434 
3,029 
575 
684 

3,992 
355 

105,256 
676 

140.941 

(28,086) 

50.842 

22.756 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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$ 26,702 
2,034 
850 

44.178 

75.764 

$ (2,750) 
(1,778) 
1,355 
(267) 

(7,434) 
(529) 
425 
(684) 

(3,992) 
(355) 

(75,256) 
~6_~6) 

.$ (91p_.4~_ 

(16,177) 

-0- 



LITTLE CREEK  - SEARCY VOLUN TEER FIRE  DEPAR TM EN T 

LASALLE PARISH POLICE JURY 

Notes to Financiaf Statements 

The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent operates a fire station with six trucks to respond to fires in 
the communities of Little Creek and Searcy. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The accompanying financial statements of the Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Department have been 
prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals. The Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting an d financial reporting 
principles. 

B. REPORTING EN TITY 

Section 2100 of the GASB Codification of Governm ental Accoun ting and Financial Reporting Standards (GASB 
Codification) established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be 
included within the reporting entity. 

The Departm ent applies all GASB pronouncements as well as the Finan cial Accounting Standards Board 
pronouncements issued on or before Novem ber 30, 1989, unless those pronouncem ents conflict with  or contradict 

GASB pronouncements. 

Com ponent Units 

The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Department's board is composed of 5 boardmembers appointed by the 
LaSalle Parish Police Jury. The department is thus considered a component unit of the LaSalle Parish Police Jury, the 
governing body of the parish and the governmental body with oversight responsibility. The accompanying financial 
statem ents present inform ation only on the funds maintained by the Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Department an d 
do not present in formation on the LaSalle Parish Police Jury, the general governm ent services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that comprise that governm ental reporting entity. The 
boar dm em bers and their salaries are as follows: 

Nam e 
Howard Chapm an, President 
Joey McCann, Vice President 
John Cam pbell 
Carl Sm ith Ill 
Randy Loe 

Salary 
$ -0- 

-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 



LITTLE CREEK SEARCY VOLUN TEER FIRE  DEPARTM EN T 

lena, Louisiana 

Notes w tile Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

The Volunteer Fire Departm ent uses funds to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. 

Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial m anagement by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions or activities, A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- 
balancing set of accounts. 

Funds of the Volunteer Fire Department are classified as governmental (General Fund). This funds is 
described as follows: 

The General Fund is the principle an d only fund of the Volunteer Fire Department and accounts for the 
operations of the Fire Department. The Ad Valorem tax collected is accounted for in th is fund. General operating 
expenditures are paid from  this fund. 

Do BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in th e account and reported in the 
financial statements. Basis of accounting related to th e tim ing of th e m easurem ents m ade, regardless of th e 
measurement focus applied. The governm ental fu nds are accounted for using a flow of current financial resources 
measurem ent foc us. The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents have been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting. The governm ental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures; 

REVEN UES 

Ad Valorem taxes an d the related state revenue sharing (which is based on population and homesteads 
iu the parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed and the taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, 
becom ing due on November 15 of each year an d delinquent on Decem ber 31. The taxes are generally collected 
in Decembe r of the current year and Jan uary and February of the ensuing year, All other revenues are recorded 
when available. Available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay current 
liabilities. 

Expenditures ar e generally recognized under th e m odified accrual basis of account ing when th e related 
fund liability is incurred. 

2003 
The Little Creek Sear cy Volunteer Fire Department did prepare a budget for the year ending December 31 



LITTLE CREEK SEARCY VOLUN TEER FIRE DEPARTM EN T 

lena, Louisiana 

Notes W tile Financiaf Smtcments (Continued) 

The Fire Department does not account for encumbrances 

G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in demand deposits. Under state law , the Volunteer Fire Departm ent m ay deposit funds 
in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks 
organized under Louisiana law and national bank s having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

Under state law , the Volunteer Fire Department m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or 
certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if th e original 
maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Cash an d investm ents are stated at cost. 

H . IN VEN TORY 

Inventories of m aterials and supplies are considered imm aterial and are reported as expenditu res when paid 

The LaSalle Par ish Police Jury owns fire station, two fire trucks and var ious oth er equipm ent. The Little Creek 
Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent operates the facility to provide fire protection to th e comm un ities of Little Creek an d 
Searcy. The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent owns the equipment listed below: 

Various Equipm ent 
Com puter 
AED Defibrillator 
Pagers & Radios 
Fire Station 
Fire Fighting Equipm ent 

Totals 

Balance 
12/3112002 Additions 
$ 17,514 $ 58,456 

1,828 -0- 
2,865 -0- 
4,520 7,888 

-0- 22,082 
-0- 16,830 

$ 26,727 $ 105,256 

Deletions 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0o 
-0- 

The Volunteer Fire Department has no policy relating to vacation an d sick leave 

Balance 
12/3112003 
$ 75,970 

1,828 
2,865 
12,408 
22,082 

J_6_,_8_39 ___ 

$ 131,983 
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LITTLE CREEK SEARCY VOLUN TEER FIRE D EPAR TM EN T 

lena, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financiag Statements (Continued) 

CASH AND CASH 

~ Category 1 - Insured or collateralized with securities held by the Department or by its agent in the Department's 

nanle. 

~ Category 2 - Collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institution's trust 

department or agent in th e Department's nam e. 

~ Cat egory 3 - Uncollateralized 

3 

Southern Heritage Bank 

Secured as Follows: 
FDIC (Category- 1) 

RECEIV ABLE - AD V ALOREM  TAXES 

Ad Valorem Tax Receivable 

Bank Balance 
12131/2003 

$ 13,247 

No allowan ce for doubtful accounts has been made as the amount, if any, is considered immaterial 

4. AD VALORE M  TAX ES 

Ad Valorem Taxes are levied on July 20, become due when billed by the Parish Tax Collector and become 

delinquent January 1, of th e following year. 

Property Tax Calendar 
Assessm ent Date January 1 
Levy Date No Later Than June 1 
Tax Bills M ailed On or About October 15 
Total Taxes are Due Decem ber 311 
Penalties and interest are Added January 1 
Lien Date January1 

For the year ended December 31, 2003, taxes of 20.03 mills were levied on property with assessed valuations 

totaling $2,522,575. 

10 



LIITLE CREEK SEARCY VOLUN TEER FIRE DEPARTM ENT 

Jena, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financiaf Statements (Continued) 

5. RELATED-PARTY TRAN SACTIO NS 

The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent had no related party transactions as of Decem ber 31, 2003 

6. LITIGATIONS AND CLAIM S 

There are no claim s or litigation against the Little Creek Seam y Volunteer Fire Departm ent as of December 31 

2003. 

7. SUBSEOUENT EVENTS 

The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent has no reportable subsequent events 

8. USE OF ESTIM ATES 

9 EXPEND ITURES IN EXCESS OF APPROPRIATIONS 

The Fire Department overspent it budget by $91,941 or 187% during the year because of unexpected expenditures 

due to a FEM A grant. 

CH ANGES IN LON~ TERM DEBT 

The following is a summary of transactions of the Little Creek-Searcy Volunteer Fire Department for the year ended 

Decem ber 31, 2003: 

Long-Term Debt 

Balance 
1213112002 Additions 
$ -0- $ 114,164 

Deletions 

$ -0- 

Balance 
12131/2OO3 
$ 114,164 

The following is a sum m ary debt tran sactions of the Little Creek - Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent for the 

year ended December 31, 2003: 

E-One VT34 Pumper Fire Truck 

Debts 
Payable At 
12/3112002 

Debts 
Principal Payable At 

New Debt Paid 12/31/2003 
$ 114,164 $ -0- $ 114,164 

Leases payable at Decem ber 31, 2003 are comprised of the following 

E-One Inc lease purchase for a VT34 Pum per Fire Truck in the am ount 
of $114,164 payable in annual installments of $14,068 beginning 2004 
and ending 2013 interest at 3.99% 



LITIZE CREEK SEAR CY VOLUN TEER FIRE DEPARTM ENT 

lena, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Finaneiaf Sratemems (Continued) 

10. CHANGES IN LONG-TERM  DEBT - (CONT 

Debt service requirem ents including in terest of Town in five year increm ents 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009-2013 

Total 

$ 14.068 
14,068 
14,068 
14,068 
14.068 

Z9~3~  
$ 140,683 



JOHN R. VERCHER PC 
Certijqed Pubfic Accountant 

P.O .Box 1608 
Jena, Louisiana 71342 

Tel: (318) 992-6348 
Fax: (318) 992-4374 

M ANA GEM ENT LETTER COM M EN TS 

During the course of m y compilation, I observed conditions and circum stances that m ay be im proved. Below 
are findings noted for improvem ent, m y recomm endation for improvem ent and the Departm ent's plan for corrective 

action. 

CURRENT YEAR M A NAGEM ENT LETTER CO M M ENTS 

2003-M -1) EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Finding: The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Department overspent its budget by $91,941 or 187% . Expenditures 
in excess of 5% of the budget violates the local governm ent budget law . The Department's budget did not take in 
account the increase in expenditures from a FEM A gran t. The State Budget Act requires th at all governm ental units 

prepare budgets for its governm ental funds. 

Recom m endation: W hen revenues or expenditu res fail to meet budgeted revenue or expenditures by m ore than 5 % , the 

budget should be amended 

Corrective Action: The Departm ent will begin amending its budget when revenues or expenditures fail to m eet 

budgeted revenues or expenditu res by more than  5 % . 

_ MEMBER 
-- - ~MERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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LITTLE CREEK  SEAR CY VOLUN TEER FIRE D EPARTM EN T 

Jena, Louisiana 

M ANA GEM EN T'S SUM M ARY 

OF PRIOR YEAR FINDIN GS 

Legislative Auditor 
State of Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 

The m anagem ent of the Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Departm ent, Parish of LaSalle, Louisiana has 
provided the following action sum m aries relating to findings brought to their attention as a result of their com pilation 

for the year ended December 31, 2002. 

Finding: The Little Creek Searcy Volunteer Fire Department did not prepare a budget for the year ended December 
31, 2002. The State Budget Act requires that all governmental units prepare budgets for its governmental funds. 

Departm ent's Corrective Action: The Department prepared a budget for its general fu nd before th e beginning of th e 

year and was docum ented in the m inutes the board's approval of said budget. 
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LOUISIANA ATrESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

M ay 24~ 2004
. 

John R . V ercher, CPA 
210 N . 2no St. 
PO Box 1608 
Jena, La. 71342 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of M ay 24, 2004 (date of 

completion/representations). 

Public Bid Law It is true th at we have complied with  the public bid law , LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable, the regulations 

of the D ivision of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office.. 
Yes[xl No[ ] 

Budgeting 
W e have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or 

the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 
Yes[x] No[ ] 

Accounting and Reportin g 
All non-exempt governm ental records are available 
required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

as a public record and have been retained for at least three years, as 

W e have filed our annual financial statements in accordance w ith LSA-RS 24:514 
Yes[x] No[ ] 

33:463, and/or 39:92, as applicable 

Yes Ix]No [ ] 

W e have had our financial statements audited or compiled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513. 
Yes[x]No[ ] 

M eetings 
W e have complied with th e provisions of the Open M eetin gs Law , provided in RS 42:1 through 42:12. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 



Advances and Bonuses 
It is true we have not advanced wages 
the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA 

or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VII, Section 14 of 

RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 

W e have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the 
to the foregoing representations. W e have m ade available 

regulations. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any contradictions 
to you docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and 

Treasurer 

President 

D ate 

Date 


