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Legislative Auditor 
P. O. Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

Dear Sirs: 

M ay 24, 2004 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514, enclosed are the annual financial statements for the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, for the year ended December 31,2003. The report 
includes only funds under the control and oversight of the District Attorney of tbe  Thirty-Ninth Judicial District. 

Th e accompanying basic financial statements have been prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 



Legislative Auditor 
P. O. Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

Personally came and appeared before the undersigned authority, W illiam  R. Jones, Dislrict Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth 
Judicial District, who, duly sworn, deposes and says, that the financial ~  herewith given presents fa~ly the 
financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, at December 31, 2003 and the results of 
operations for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accotmling im nciples as prescribed by the 
Govenm~ntal Accounting Standards Board. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 24e= day of M ay .2004 



FRANK S. HINES, CPA 
LEW IS C. HINES, CPA 
E. MERLIN SQUYRES, CPA 
JAY H. SHEFFIELD. CPA 

H INES, JACKSON & H INES, L.L.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
P.O. BOX 2188.133 EAST FIFTH STREET 

NATCHITOCHES, LA 71457 

Telephone (318) 352-6458 
FAX (318) 352-0404 
office@hjhcpa.biz 

INDEPEN DENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

Honorable W illiam R. Jones 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
Coushatta, Louisiana 71019 

A. NEILL JACKSON. JR., CPA 
1926-t999 

W e have audited the accompanying basic financial statements of the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial 
District, Coushatta, Louisiana, a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2003, as listed in the table of contents. These basic financial statements are the responsibility of the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's management. Our responsibility is to express an  opinion on these 
basic finan cial statements based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordan ce with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America an d 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards. issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan  and perform the audit to obtain reasonable as surance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the accounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significan t estim ates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our  opinion. 

In our  opinion, the basic financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the finan cial 
position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-N inth Judicial District as of December 31, 2003, an d the chan ges in its 
financial position for the year then ended in conform ity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America. 

In accorda nce with Government Auditin~ Stan dards, we ha ve also issued a report dated M ay 24, 2004 on our  
consideration of the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's internal control over financial repo rting and 
our  tests of its complian ce with certain pro visions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants. Tha t report is an  integral 

part of an audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjun ction with 
this report in considering the results of our audit. 

The M anagem ent's Discussion and Analysis and the budgetary inform ation on pages 4 through 8 and 27 through 28, 
respectively, are not a required part of the basic finan cial statements but are supplementary information required by the 
Governm ental Accounting Standa rds Board. W e ha ve applied ce rtain limited proce dures, which consisted principally 
of inquiries of management regarding the methods of meaan rement and presentation of the supplementary inform ation. 
However, we did not audit the information an d express no opinion on it. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an  opinion on die basic finan cial statements of th e District Attorney 
of the Th irty-Ninth Judicial District taken  as a whole. The accompanying supplemental schedules listed in the table of 
contents are presented for purposes of additional an alysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements. 
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, 
in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic finan cial statements taken as a whole. 

H ines, Jackson & H ines 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 
M ay 24, 2004 

-M EM BERS- 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



8) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

The District Attom ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had cash and investments of $231,351 at December 
31, 2003 which represents a decrease of $13,056 from prior year end. 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had receivables of $12,661 at December 31,2003 
which represents a decrease of $5,260 from prior year end. 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had accounts payable and accruals of $2,883 at 
December 31, 2003 which represents a decrease of $500 from prior year end. 

Th e District Attorney oftbe  Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had total revenues of $156,397 for the year ended 
December 31, 2003 which represents an increase of $1,263 from prior year. 

The District Attorney of the Th irty-Ninth Judicial District had fees, fines, and charges for services of $61,362 
for the year ended December 31, 2003 which represents a decrease of $26,113 from prior year. 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had operating and capital grants of $89,908 for the 
year ended December 31, 2003 which represents an increase of $31,355 from prior year. 

The District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had total expense of $101,996 for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2003 which represents an increase of $24,021 from prior year. 

The District Al~omey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District hadpersonal services expense of $46,000 for the year 
ended December 3 l, 2003 which represents an increase of $16,000 from prior year. 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had operating services expense of $31,689 for the 
year ended December 31, 2003 which represents an increase of $7,528 from prior year. 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had professional services expense of $3,550 for the 
year ended December 31, 2003 which represents a decrease of $850 from prior year. 

"ghe District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had capital asset purchases of $4,760 for the year 
ended De cember 31, 2003 which represents a decrease of $18,580 from prior year. 

The District Attorney oftbe  Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had debt services payments of $0 for the year ended 
December 31, 2002 which represents no change from prior year. 



DECEM BER 31 2003 

OVERVIEW  OF THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The following graphic illustrates the minimum requirements for the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
as established by Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement 34 

These financial statements consist of three sections - Management's Discussion and Analysis (this section), the basic 
financial statements (including the notes to the financial statements), an d required supplementary information. 

Basic Financial Statements 

This annual report consist of a series of financial statements. The Statem ent of Net Assets and the Statement of 

Activities (on pages 9 and 10) provide information about the activities of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth 
Judicial District as a whole an d present a longer-term  view of the District Attorney's finances. These statements include 
all assets and liabilities using the accrual basis of accounting, which is similar to the accounting used by most private- 
sector compan ies. All of the current year's revenues an d expenses are taken into account regardless of when cash is 
received or paid. 

The Statement of Net Assets an d the Statement of Activities report the District Attorney's net assets and chan ges in them . 
You can  think of the District Attorney's net assets, the difference between assets an d liabilities, as one way to measure 
the District Attorney's financial health, or financial position. Over time, increases or decre ases in the District Attorn ey's 
net assets are one indicator of whether its finan cial health is improving or deteriorating. 

Fun d finan cial statements start on page 11. All of the District Attorn ey's basic services are reported in governm ental 
funds, which focus on how money flows into an d out of those funds an d the balances lett at year end that are available 
for spending. These funds are repotted using an  accounting method called modified accrual accoun ting, which measures 
cash an d all other finan cial assets that can  readily be converted to cash. The governm ental fund statements provide a 
detailed short term  view of the District Attorn ey's general governm ent operations an d the basic services it provides. 
Govern mental fund inform ation helps you determine whether there are more or fewer financial resources that can  be 
spent in the near fu ture to finance the District Attorn ey's activities as well as what remains for fu ture spending. 



FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE ENTITY 

Current and other assets 
Capital assets, net 

Total Assets 

Statement of Net Assets 
As of Year End 

Other liabilities 
Compensated absences payable 

Total Liabilities 

Net assets 
Investment in capital assets, net of related debt 
Unrestricted 

Total Net Assets 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets 

2003 
$ 249,675 

21,042 
$ 270,717 

$ 2,883 
0 

2,883 

21,042 
246,792 
267,834 

$ 270,71"/ 

$ 3,383 
0 

3,383 

24,867 
263,781 
288,648 

Net assets of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's decreased by $20,814 or 7.21%  from the 
previous fiscal year. The decrease is the result of expenses exceeding operating and non-operating revenues during the 
fiscal year ended 2003 (See table below). 

Statement of Aetivities 
For the Year Ended 

General govern ment 
Expenses 
Program revenues 
Fees, fines, and charges for services 
Operating and capital grants and contributions 

Subtotal 

General reven ues and transfers 
Change in net assets 

2003 2002 

$ (101,996) $ (77,975) 

61,362 
89,908 
49,274 

87,475 
58.553 
68,053 

(70,088) (40,391) 
$ (20,814) $ 27,662 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's total revenues increased by $1
,263 or 0.81% from the 

previous year. The total cost of all programs and services increased by $24,021 or 30.81% from the previous year. 



CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADM INISTRATION 

At the end of 2003, the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had $21,042, net of depreciation, invested 
in a broad range of capital assets (See table below). This amount represents a net decrease (including additions and 
deductions) of $3,825 or 15.38% from the previous year. 

Automobiles 
Equipment 

Total 

This year's major additions included: 

Equipment 

This years's ma jor retirements included: 

Equipment 

Deb_ ...._!t 

Capital Assets at Year End 
(Net of Depreciation) 

4.760 

$ 65,030 

2002 
$ 18,672 

6,195 
$ 24,867 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had $0 in outstanding debt at year end compared to $0 at the 
previous year end, no change as shown in the table below. 

Outstanding De bt at Year End 

Compensated absences payable 
Totals 

New debt during th e year included: 

None. 

2003 2002 
S o s 0 
$ 0 $ 0 

VARIATIONS BETW EEN ORIGINAL AND FINAL BUDGETS 

Actual revenues were $12,742more than budgeted amounts due to intergovernmental revenues being morethan 
expected. 

Actual expenditures were $3,714 less than budgeted amounts due to personal services an d operating services expenses 
being less than expected. 



ECONOM IC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR'S BUDGET 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District considered the following factors and indicators when setting 
next year's budget, rates, and fees. These factors and indicators include: 

l) 
2) 
3) 
4) 

Fees, fines an d charges for services 
lntergovernmental revenues (federal an d state grants) 
Personal services expenses 
Operating services expenses 

The District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District does not expect any significant chan ges in next year's results 
as compared to the current year . 

CONTACTING THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT'S 
M ANAG EM ENT 

This financial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, customers, investors and creditors with a general 
overv iew of the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's finances an d to show the District Attorney of 
the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's accountability for the m oney it receives. If yon have questions about this report or 
need additional financial information, contact W illiam R. Jones, District Attorney, Post Office Box 606, Coushatta , 
Louisiana 71019. 



 

Assets 
O n'rent Assets 
Cash 
Investments 
Receivable 
Prepaid expenses 

Total Current Assets 

Noncurrent Assets 
Capital assets, net 

Total Assets 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Accounts payable an d accruals 

Total Current Liabilities 

Noncurrent Liabilities 
Compen sated absen ces payable 

Total Liabilities 

$ 110,606 
120,745 
12,661 
5.663 

249,675 

$ 2,883 
2,883 

0 

2,883 



 

o 

~o 



 

Assets 
Cash 
Investm ents 
Receivable 
Prepaid expenses 

Total Assets 

Liabilities and Fund Balances 
Liabilities 
Accounts payable and accruals 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Balances 
Unreserved 

Total Net Assets 

Other 
Governmental 

General Fund IV-D Fund Funds 

39,087 $ 
120,745 

50,896 $ 
0 

9,581 

20,623 $ 
0 
0 

110,606 
120,745 
12,661 

1,591 0 2,883 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $ 167,155 $ 61,897 $ 20,623 $ 2491675 



Total Fund Balances for Governmental Funds (Exhibit C) 

Total Net Assets reported for governmental activities in the statem ent of net assets 
is different because: 

Capital assets used in governm ental activities are not financial resources 
and therefore are not reported in the funds. Those assets consist of; 

Automobiles, net of $9,336 in accumulated depreciation 
Equipment, net of $14,979 in accumulated depreciation 

Total Capital Assets 

Long-term liabilities, including compensated absences payable, are not 
due and payable in the current period an d therefore are not reported in the 
fund liabilities. 

Total Net Assets of Govertunental Activities (Exhibit A) 

$ 14,004 
$ 7,038 

The accompan ying notes are an  integral part of this statements. 

EXHIBIT D 

246,792 

21,042 

12 



Revenues 
Fees, fines, and charges for services 
lnterg ovem mental 
Interest income 
M iscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
General government 
Personal services 
Travel 
Operating services 
Supplies 
Professional services 
Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Excess/(Deficieney) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sources/(Uses) 
Transfers (Red River Parish Police Jury) 
Transfers (lnterfund Activity) 

Total Other Financing 
Sources/(Uscs) 

Net Change in Fund Balances 

Fund Balances, Beginning of year 

Fund Balances, End of year 

Other 
Governmental 

$ 47,817 $ 
29,760 
3.457 
845 

81,879 

0 $ 
60,148 
559 
126 

60,833 

13,545 $ 
0 
0 

140 
13,685 

0 
0 

664 
0 
0 
0 

61,362 
89,908 
4,016 
1,111 

156,397 

(45,215) 
19,231 

13,971 13,021 

(24,000) 
(21,275) 

(6,000) 
2,044 

(75,215) 
0 

(16,989) 



Net Change in Fund Balances-Total Governmental Fun ds (Exhibit E) 

The change in Net Assets reported for governmental activities in the statement of activities is 
different because: 

$ (16,989) 

Governm ental funds report capital outlays as expenditures, However, in the statement of 
activities the cost of those assets is allocated over their estimated useful lives and reported 
as depreciation expense. This is the amount by which depreciation ($8,585) exceeds 
capital outlays ($4,760) in the current period. (3,825) 

Some expense reported in the statem ent of activities, such as compensated absences, do not 
require the use of current financial resources and therefore are not reported as expenditures 
in governm ental funds. 

Change in Net Assets of Governmental Activities (Exhibit B) 

The accompan ying notes are an  integral part of th is statement. 14 



Cash 

Assets 

Total Assets 

Liabilities 

Due to other govern ments 

Total Liabilities 

Asset Bond 
Forfeiture Fund Forfeiture Fund 

$ o $ o 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the district attorney has charge of every 

criminal prosecution by the state in his district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his district, and 
is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The district attorney is elected by 
the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. Th e Thirty-Ninth Judicial District encumpasses the 
parish of Red River, Louisiana. 

NOTE 1 

A. 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying finan cial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District have been prepared 
in conformity with governmental accounting principles generally accepted in th e United States of America. Th e 
Governmental Accoun ting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting an d finan cial reporting principles. The accompanying basic financial statements have been  prepared in 
conformity with GASB Statement No. 34, Basic Finan cial Statements - an d M anagement's Discussion and Analysis - 
for State and Local Governments, issued in Jun e 1999. 

B. Reporting Entity 

The district attorn ey is an  indep endently elected offi cial; however, the district attorney is fiscally dependent on the Red 
River Parish Police Jury. The police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the district attorney's 
offi ce is located an d provides funds for other expenses of the district attorn ey's offi ce, as nec essary. In addition, the 

police jury's financial statements would be incomplete or misleading without inclusion of the district attorney. For these 
reasons, the district attorn ey was determined to be a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, the financial 
rep orting entity. 

The accompanying finan cial statements presen t information only on the funds maintained by the district attorney an d 

do not present information on the policy jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or 
the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity . 

C. Fund Accounting 

The district attorney uses funds to maintain its financial re cords during the year. Fund accounting is designed to 
demonstrate legal complian ce and to aid management by segregating transactions related to certain district attorney 
functions and activities. A fund is defined as a separate fiscal an d accounting entity with a self-balan cing set ofaccu unts. 
Funds of the District Attorney are classified into two categories: govern mental an d fiduciary , as follows: 

Governm ental Funds 
Govemmental funds account for all or most of the district attorn ey's gen eral activities. These funds focus on the sources, 
uses, and balances of current financial resources. Expendable assets are assigned to the various governm ental funds  
according to the purposes for which they may be used. Current liabilities are assigned to the fund from which they will 
be paid. Th e difference betw een a governm ental fund's assets an d liabilities is reported as fu nd balan ce. In general, fund 
balance represents the accu mulated expendable resources which may be used to finance fu ture period programs or 
operations of the district attorney. The following are the district attorn ey's gn vernmental funds: 

16 



NOTE 1 

C. 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Funds Accounting (Continued) 

General Fund - the primary operating fire d of the district attorn ey and it accounts for all financial resources, except 
those required to be accounted for in other funds. The General Fund is available for any purpose provided it is expended 
or transferred in accordance with state and federal laws and according to district attorn ey policy. 

Title IV-D Fund - consists of reimbursement gran ts from the Louisian a Departm ent of Social Services, 
authorized by A~ 117 of 1975, tu establish fam ily an d child support program s compatible with Title IV-D of 
the Social Security Act. Th e ptapose oftbe  fund is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents 
to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, an d to obtain fam ily and child 

W orthless Checks Collection Fee Fund- consists of fees collected in accordance with Louisian a Revised Statute 
16:15, which provides that the district attorney receives, from the principal to the offens e, a prescribed am ount 
upon collection of a worthless check. The funds may be used only to defray the salaries and expenses oftbe  
office of the district attorney, an d may not be used to supplement the salary  of the district attorney. 

Fiduciary Funds 
Fiduciary fu nd reporting focuses on net assets an d changes in net assets. The only fu nds  accounted for in this category  
by the district attorney are the agency funds. The agency funds account for assets held by the district attorney as an  agent 
for other governmental entities. These funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) an d do not involve 
measurement of results of operations. Consequently, the agency fim ds have no measurement focus, but do use the 
modified acc rual basis of accounting. The agency fund of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
consist of the following: 

Asset Forfeiture Fun d- is used as a depository  for assets seized by local law enforcement agencies. Upon order 
of the district court, these fu nds are either refu nded to the Litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, 
in accordan ce with applicable laws. 

Bond Forfeiture Fund - is used as a depository for bonds forfeited to rural district attorney offi ces. Upon order 
of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, 
in accordance with applicable laws. 

D. M easurem ent Focus/Basis of Accounting 

The Statement of Net Assets (Exhibit A) and the Statement of Activities (Exhibit B) display information about the 
reporting government as a whole. These statements include all the financial activities of the district attorn ey, except for 
the fiduciary fund. Fiduciary funds are reported only in the Statement of Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities (Exhibit G) 
at the fund financial statem en t level. 

17 



NOTE 1 

D. 

DECEM BER 31 2003 

SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

M easurement Focus/Basis of Accounting (Continued) 

The government - wide financial statements were prepared using the economic resources measurement focus and the 
accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting from  exchange or 
exchange-like tran sactions are recognized when the exchange occurs (regardless of when cash is received or disbursed). 
Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting from nonchange transactions are recogn ized in 
accordance with the re quirements of GASB Statement No. 33, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonexchangn  
Transactions. 

Governmental funds are accounted for using a cur rent finan cial resources measurement focus. W ith this m easurement 
focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet (Exhibit C). The Statement 
of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances (Exhibit E) reports on the sources (i.e., revenues an d other 
financing sources) an d uses (i.e., expenditures an d other finan cing uses) of current financial resources. This approach 
differs from the manner in which the governm ental activities of the government - wide financial statem ents are p~pared. 
Governm ental fund financial statements there fore include a reconciliation with brief explan atiun s to better identify the 
relationship between the governm ent - wide statements an d the statements for governmental funds. 

Fund financial statements report detailed inform ation about the district attorn ey. The focus of governm ental fund 

financial statements is on major funds rather than reporting funds by type. Each major fund is presented in a separate 
column. 

Governm ental fu nds and the agency fund use the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis 
of accounting, revenues are recogn ized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). Measurable means the amount of the transaction can be determined an d available mean s collectible within 
the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. The district attorn ey considers all 
revenues available if they are collected within 60 days after th e fiscal year end. Expenditures are re corded when the 
related fund liability is incurred, excep t for interest and principal payments on general long-term debt which is 
recogn ized when due, and certain compensated absences and claims an d judgments which are recognized when the 
obligations are expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources. The governmental funds use 
the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Commissions on fines and bond forfeitures an d court costs are re corded in the year they are collected by the tax collector. 
Grants are recorded when the district attorn ey is entitled to the fu nds. Fees on worthless checks are re corded in the year 
in which the worthless check is paid. Interest income is accru ed, when its receipt occurs soon enough after the en d of 
the accounting period so as to be both measurable and available. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accoun ting when the related fund liability is 
incurred. Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. 

18 



NOTE 1 

D. 

DECEM BER 31. 2003 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

M easurement Focus/Basis of Accounting (Continued) 

Other Financing Sources/(Uses) 
Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (or any other types, such as capital lease transactions, sale 
of fixed assets, debt extinguishment, long-term proceeds, et cetera) are accounted for as other financing sun roes/(uses). 
These other financing sourees/(uses) are recognized at the time the un derlying events occur. 

E. Budgetary Accounting 

Formal budgetary accounting is employed as a management control. The District Attom ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial 
District prepares and adopts a budget each year for its general and all special revenue funds in accordance with Louisiana 
Revised Statutes. The operating budget is prepared based on prior year's re venues an d expenditures an d the estimated 
increas e therein for the current year, using the full accrual basis of accounting. The district attorn ey amends its budget 

when projected revenues are expected to be less than budgeted revenues by five percent or more and/or projected 
expenditures are expected to be  more than budgeted amounts by five percent or more . All budget appropriations lapse 
at year end. 

F. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash - includes not only currency on han d but also demand deposits with banks or other finan cial institutions an d other 
kinds ofaccotmts that have the general characteristics of dema nd deposits in that the customer may deposit additional 
funds at any time an d also effectively may withdraw funds  at an y time without prior notice or penalty. 

Cash equivalents - includes all short term, highly liquid investments that are readily convertible to known am ounts of 
cash and are so near their maturity that they presen t insign ifican t risk of changes in value because of intere st rates. 
Generally, only investm ents which, at the day of purehase, have a maturity date no longer than three months qualify 
under this definition. 

G. Investm ents 

Investm ents are limited by R.S. 33:2955 and the district attorney's investment policy. If the original m aturities of 
investm ents exceed 90 days, they are classified as investments; however, if the original maturities are 90 da ys or less, 
they are classified as cash equivalents. 

H. Receivables 

All receivables are reported at their gross value an d, where applicable, are reduced by the estima ted portion that is 
expected to be uncollectible. 

I. Bad Debts 

Uncollectible accounts receivable are recognized as bad debts through the establishm ent of an allowance account at the 
time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility oftbe  particular receivable. At December 
31, 2003, $0 were considered to be un collectible. 

19 



DECEM BER 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

J. Capital Assets 

Capital assets are carried at historical costs. Depreciation of all exhaustible capital assets used by the District Attorn ey 
of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District are charged as an expense against operations in the Statement of Activities. Capital 
assets net of accumulated depreciation are reported on the Statement of Net Assets. Depreciation is computed using the 
straight line method over the estimated useful life of the assets, generally 10 to 40 years for buildings and building 
improvements an d 5 to 10 years for moveable property. Expenditures for maintenance, repairs an d minor renewals are 

charged to earnings as incurred. Major expcndiUn-es for renewals and betterments are capitalized. 

Full-time employees of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District earn ten days of vacation an d sick leave 
each year. Leave does not carryover or accumulated from one year to th e next, and there are no vesting privileges. 
Therefore no liability for compensated absences has been recorded in the accompanying financial statements. 

L. Estim ates 

The prep aration of finan cial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accep ted in the United States 
of America require management to m ake estima tes and assum ptions that affect the reported amounts of as sets and 
liabilities and disclosures of contingent assets and liabilities at the da te of the finan cial statements an d the reported 
am ounts of revenues, expenditure s, and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could di ffer from those 
estimates. 

NOTE 2 

A. 

DEPOSITS W ITH FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Deposits with Financial lnstRutions 

For reporting purposes, deposits with financial institutions includes savings, demand deposits, time deposits, and 
certificates of deposit. Under state law the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District m ay deposit funds 
within a fiscal agent bank selected and designated by the Interim Emergency Board. Further the District Attorn ey ma y 
invest in time certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the laws of Louisian a, national banks having their 
principal offi ce in the state of Louisiana, in savings accounts or shares of savings and loan associations and savings 
bank s an d in share ac eoua ts and share certificate accoun ts of federally or state chartered credit unions. 

Dep osits in bank accoun ts are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits must be 
secured by federal deposit insurance or th e pledge of securities owned by th e fiscal agent bank . The market value of the 
pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the am oun t on dep osit with the fiscal agent 
bank. These pledged sec urities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank in 
th e form of safekeep ing receipts mutually acceptable to both parties. The deposits at December 31,2003 were secured 
as follows: 

Deposits in bank accounts per balance sheet 

Certificates 



NOTE 2 

A . 

DEPOSITS W ITH FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND INVESTM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

Deposits with Financial Institutions (Continued) 

Bank Balances: 
1. Insured or collateralized with securities held by the 
entity or its agency in the entity's name 

2. Collal~ralized wi th securities held by the pledging 
institution's trust departm ent or agent in the entity's 
nam e 

3. UncoUateralized, including any securities held for the 
entity but not in entity's name 

Total Bank Balances 

Certificates 
of Deposit Total 

100,000 $ 120,745 $ 220,745 

12,392 0 12,392 

The following is a breakdown by banking institution an d amount of the balances shown above: 

Bankim , Institution 
American Bank & Trust 
Ban k of Coushatta 

Total 

Investm ents 

Amount 
147,306 

$ 85,831 

At December 31, 2003, the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District had investments of $0 

NOTE 3 ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 

The following is a summary of accounts receivable at December 31, 2003 

Class of Receivable 

Fees, fines an d charges 
for services 

Intergovernmental 
Interest 
Other 

Total 

Other 
Governmental 

General Fund IV-D Fund Fen ds Total 

$ 2,614 
0 

466 
0 

$ 0 
9,581 

0 
0 

$ 0 
0 
0 
0 

$ 2,614 
9,581 
466 
0 
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NOTE 4 

DECEM BER 31 2003 

A summ ary of District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's capital assets at December 31
, 2003 follows: 

Capital Assets 
Automobiles 
Less accumulated depreciation: 

Total Automobiles 

Equipment 
Less accumulated depreciation 

Total Equipment 

Total Capital Assets, net 

Balance Balance 
July 1. 2002 Additions Retirements Dec. 31, 2003 

$ 23,340 
(4,668) 
18,672 

82,287 

(7&092) 
.. 6,195 

$ 0 
(4,668) 
(4,668) 

4,760 

(3,917) 
843 

$ o 
o 
o 

(65,030) 
65,030 

0 

$ 23,340 
(9,336) 
14,004 

22,017 

04,979) 
7,038 

NOTE 5 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND ACCRUALS 

The following is a summary of accounts payable at Decem ber 31, 2003 

Class of Pavable 
Vendor 
Salaries and benefits 

Total 

NOTE 6 PENSION PLANS 

General Fund 
$ 1,591 

0 

IV-D Fund 
$ 177 

1,115 

Other 
Govem mental 

Funds 
$ 0 

Total 
$ 1,768 

1,115 

The district attorney participates in two cost-sharing, multiple-employer, public employee retirement systems (PERS). 
The district attorney and assistant district attorney are members of the District Attorneys' Retiremen t System

. Secretaries 
of the district attorn ey's offi ce are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana

, Plan A. These 
retirement systems are cost-sharing, multiple employer, statewide retirement system s which are administered by separate 
boards of trustees. The contributions of participating agencies are pooled within each system to pay the accrued be nefits 
of their respective participants. The contribution rotes are approved by the Louisiana Legislature. 

A. District Attorneys' Retirem ent System 

The district attorney and assistant district attorn eys are members of the Louisiana District Attorn eys Retirement System 
(System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 
Assistant district attorn eys who earn, as a minimum , the amount paid by the state for assistant district attorn eys and are 
under th e age of 60 at the time of original employment and all district attorn eys are required to participate in the System . 



DECEM BER 31 2003 

NOTE 6 PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

For members who joined the System before July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be covered by the new provisions, the 
following applies: Any member with 23 or more years of creditable service regardless of age may retire with  a 3 percent 
benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided that no reduction is applied if the member has 30 or more years 
of service. Any membe r with at least 18 years of serv ice ma y retire at age 55 with a 3 percent be nefit reduction for each 
year retiring below th e age of 60. In addition, any membe r with at least 10 years of service may retire at age 60 with 
a 3 percent benefit reduction for each year retiring below the age of 62. The retirement benefit is equal to 3 percen t of 
the member's average compensation multiplied by the number of year s of his membership service, not to exceed 100 
percent of his average final compensation. 

For members who joined the system after July 1,1990, or who elected to be covered by the new provisions the following 
applies: M embers arc eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years of service credit, 
are age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or have 30 years of serv ice credit regardless of age. The normal 
retirement be nefit is equal to 3.5 per cent o f the member's final-average compensation multiplied  by years of membership 
service. A member is eligible for early retirement if he is age 55 an d has 18 years of service credit. The early retirement 
benefit is equal to the normal retirement benefit reduced 3 percent for each year the member retires in advan ce of norm al 
retirement age. Benefits may not exceed 100 percen t of final compensation. The System also provides death and 
disability benefits. Benefits arc established by state statute. 

Th e System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and re quired 
supplementary information. Th at rep ort may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana District Attorneys Retirement 

System, 2109 Decatur Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, 70116-2091, or by calling (504) 947-5551. 

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.0%  of their annual covered salary an d the district attorney is 
required to contribute at an acto arially determ ined rate. The current rate is 1.25%  of annual covered payroll. 
Contributions to the system include .2 percent of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue sharing 
funds as appropriated by the legislature. The contribution requirements of plan members an d the district attorney are 
established an d may be amended by state statute. As provided by R.S. 11:103, the employer contributions are determ ined 

by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. 
Th e district attorney contributions to the System for the years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 an d 2001, were $0, $0 
an d $0, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

B. Parochial Em ployees' Retirem ent System 

Substantially all employees of the District Attorn ey oftbe  Thirty-Ninth Judicial District are membe rs of the Parochial 

Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement 
system (PERS), controlled and administered by a sep arate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct 
plans, Plan  A and Plan B, with separate assets an d benefit provisions. All members participate in Plan  A. 

All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all 
elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the system . Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 
with at least 10 years of cre ditable service, at or after age 55 with at leas t 25 years of creditable serv ice, or at any age 
with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent 
of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of 
the supplemental plan  only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 
for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earn ed before January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is the employee's 
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NOTE 6 

B. 

PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

Parochial Employees' Retirement System (Continued) 

average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate 
with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire 
at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The system also provides death 
and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, 
Post Offi ce Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-471619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Under Plan A, members are required to contribute 9.5% of their annual covered salary and th e em ployer is required to 
contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 5.5% of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the 
retirem ent system also include one-fourth of 1.0% (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown 
to be en lleetible by the tax rolls of each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A an d Plan  B based 
proportionately on the salar ies of the active members of each plan. The em ployer's contributions to the retirement system 
under Plan A for the years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001, were $0, $0 and $0, respectively, equal to the 
required contributions for each year. 

NOTE 7 OTHER POSTEM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS 

Effective Jan uary 1,2000, the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District began providing certain continuing 
health care benefits for its retire d employees. Substantially all of the district attorney's employees become eligible for 
these benefits if they reach norm al retirement age while working for the district attorney's offi ce. The cost of retiree 
benefits for the year ended December 31, 2003 totaled $5,815 for I retiree. 

NOTE 8 INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

Operating transfers for the year ended Decembe r 31, 2003, were as follows: 

Fund 

NOTE 9 

General Fun d 
IV-D Fund 
Other Governmental Fun ds 

Total 

LEASES 

Transfers In 
$ 19,231 

0 

Transfers Out 
$ 0 

21,275 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District was not obligated under any capital or operating leases at 
December 31, 2003. 

NOTE 10 LITIGATION 

The District Attorney of the Th irty-Ninth Judicial District was not involved in any litigation at December 31, 2003 



NOTE 11 FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

The District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District participates in the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services Support Enforcement, Title IV-D Program , Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 13.783. 
Th is program is funded by indirect assistance paym ents, in the form of reimbursement requests to the Department of 
Social Services. 

The reimbursement payments are restricted by a formal agreement between the District Attorney and the Departm ent 
of Social Services and includes a budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The District 
Attorney submits reimbursement re quests to the Department of Social Services on a monthly basis. 

NOTE 12 RISK M ANAGEM ENT 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District is exposed to various risks of loss re lated to torts; theR of, 
damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The District 
Attorn ey maintains commercial insur ance coverage covering each of those risks of loss. M an agement believes such 
coverage is sufficient to pre clude any significant uninsured losses to the District Attorney. 

NOTE 13 PRIOR YEAR RESTATEM ENT OF NET ASSETS 

The following adjustments were made to restate beginning net assets for December 31, 2003 

Fund Balance, beginning of year as previously reported 

Adjustments: Investm ents in Capital Assets, beginning of year 
Accumulated Depreciation, beginning of year 

Net Assets, beginning of year as restated 

$ 263,781 

105,627 
(80,760) 



REQUIRED SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 
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D 

Revenues 
Fees, fines, and charges for services 
Intergovem mental 
Interest income 
M iscellaneous 

TotulRevenues 

Expenditures 
General government 
Personal services 
Travel 
Ope rating services 
Supplies 
Professional services 
Capital outlay 

Variance 

Oriainal Bud2et Final Budget Actual Fav.~Unfav. ) 

87,500 68,451 

0 
0 

18,000 
10,000 

0 

15,190 
3,759 
24,580 
7,083 
3,550 

$ 47,817 
29,760 
3,457 
845 

10,000 
3,759 
21,027 
7,549 
3,550 

13.428 

5,190 
0 

3,553 

(466) 
0 

24~000 0 4,760 (4,760) 

Total Expenditures 52,000 54,162 50,645 3,517 

ExcesS(Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expe nditures 35,500 14,289 

Other Financing Sources/(Uses) 
Transfers (Red River Parish Police Jury) 
Transfers (internal balances) 

Total Other Financing 
Sourees/(Uses) 

Net Chan ge in Fund Balances 

Fund Balan ces, Beginning of year 

Fund Balances, End of year 

(25,000) 
1,000 

(20,060) 
(835) 

(45,215) 
19,231 

16,945 

(25,155) 
20,066 

(6,606) 

Supplementary information. Presented as additional analytical data. 27 



Revenues 
Fees, fines, and charges for services 
Intargovemmcntal 
Interest income 
M iscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
General government 
Personal services 
Travel 
Operating services 
Supplies 
Professional services 
Capital outlay 

TotalExpen ~tures 

Excess/(Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sources/(Uscs) 
Transfers (Red River Parish Police Jury) 
Transfers (internal balances) 

Total Other Finan cing 
Sources/(Uscs) 

Net Chan ge in Fund Balances 

Fund Balances, Beginning of year 

Fund Balances, End of year 

Variance 
Oriuinal Budget Final Budget Actual Fav./(Unfav. ) 

61,000 

$ 0 
61,057 
462 
0 

61,519 (686) 

(24,000) 
(l,000) 

14,460 13,971 (489) 

(24,000) 
0 

(24,000) 
(21,275) 

0 

(21,275) 

(9,540) (31,304) 
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O TH ER  SUPPLEM EN TAR Y  IN FO RM A TIO N 



SECTION #1 

1 
2 

Type of auditors' report issued. 
Internal control over financial reporting: 
a) M aterial weaknesses identified? 
b) Reportable conditions identified not considered to be 

material weaknesses? 
c) Noncompliance material to the financial statements noted? 

SECTION #2 

None reported. 

SUM M ARY OF AUDITORS' RESULTS 

Unqualified 

None 

None 
None 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
PERFORM ED IN  ACCORD ANCE W ITH GO VERNM ENT AUDITIN G STANDARD ~ 

Honorable W illiam R. Jones 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
Coushatta, Louisiana 71019 

W e have audited the financial statements of the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Cousha~a, 
Louisian a, a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003, and 
have issued our report dated M ay 24, 2004. W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing stan dards generally 
accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in Governm ent 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's 
finan cial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncomplian ce with which could ha ve a direct an d material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an  opinion on compliance with th ose provisions was 

not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of nn ncompliance that are required to be reported under 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the District Attorn ey of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the finan cial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over finan cial reporting. Our 
consideration of the intern al control over fman cial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal 
control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or more of the internal components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation ~ th e finan cial statements being audited m ay occur and not 
be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assign ed functions. W e noted 
no matters involving the intern al control over financial reporting an d its operation that we consider to be material 
weaknesses. 

Thi s report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District 
an d the Louisian a State Legislative Auditor and is not intended ~ be, an d should not be, used by anyone oth er than  the 
specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public docum ent. 

H ines, Jackson & H ines 
Natehitoches, Louisiana 
M ay 24, 2004 

-M EM BERS- 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 31 



 

Fiscal Year 
Finding 
Initially 

Ref. No. Occurred Descrintion of Find 

Nothing came to our attention that would require disclosure under 

Corrective 
Action Taken 

(Yes, No, 
Partially) 

Planned Corrective 
Action/Partial 
Corrective 
Action Tak en 
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Descrintion of Findine Correct Action P 

Nothing came to our attention that would require disclosure under 

Name(s) of Expected 
Contact Date of 
Person(s) Completion 


