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IN D EPEND ENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT 

Honorable Chairm an an d M embers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 

Donaldsonville, Louisian a 

W e have audited the accom pan ying finan cial statem ents of th e governm ental activities
, the 

business-type activities, th e aggregate discretely presen ted  com ponent units
, each major fund, ~md the 

aggregate remaining fund inform ation of the PARISH OF ASCENSION (PARISH) as of and for the 
year en ded  Decem ber 31, 2003, which collectively co m prise th e Parish's bas ic fm ancial statem ents as 
listed  in th e table of co ntents. These finan cial statem ents are the responsibility of the Parish's 
m an agem en t. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on th ese finan cial statem ents bas ed  on our 
audit. W e did not audit the financial statem en ts of the following discretely presented com ponent units: 

District Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 
Ascension Parish A sses sor 
A scension Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fun d 
Ascension Parish Comm unication District 
Eas t Ascension Hospital Service  District 
W est A scension Hospital Service D istrict 
As cension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 

Th oSe statem ents represent 97%  of th e assets an d 96%  of the revenues of th e aggregate 
discretely presented  co mponent units. Th e finan cial statem en ts of those entities were audited by other 
audi tors whose reports have been furnished to us, an d our opinion, insofar  as  it relates to th e am ounts 
included  for th ose entities, is based  on the reports 0fthe oth er auditors. W e did not audit the financial 
statem ents of the Ascension Parish Library, a blen ded componen t unit, which statem ents reflect 
$8,921,571 an d $3,483,819 of assets an d revenues, respectively, as of an d for the year ended Dece mber 
31, 2003. Those finan cial statem ents were audited  by an other auditor whose repo rt has been furnished 
to us , and our opini on, insofar as  it relates to th e am oun ts in cluded for th e Ascen sion Parish Library

, is 
based  solely on the report of the other auditor. 

6811Jd/erson Highway * 13a~n Rouge, LA 70806 ~ (225) 9274~811 * F~ e (225) 9324)000 
1404 S. ~  Avenue * Gonzales, LA 70737 ~ (225) 647-6811 



Parish of Ascension 
M ay 7, 2004 Page 2 

In our opinion, based on our audit and the reports of other auditors, the finan cial statem en ts 
referred to above presen t fairly, in all m aterial respects, the finan cial position of the govern m en tal 

activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major 
fund, and the aggregate rem aini ng fund inform ation of th e PAR ISH as of December 31, 2003, and the 
respective changes in financial position and cash flows, where applicable, for th e year th en en ded in 
conform ity with accounting principles generally accepted  in th e United States of Am erica. 

As des cribed  in N ote 1 to the finan cial statem ents, th e PAR ISH  has  im plem en ted  a new 
finan cial reporting m odel, as  required  by th e provisions of Governm en tal Accounting Stan dar ds Board 

Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements - and Management's Discussion and Analysis -for 
State and Local Governments, Statem ent No. 37, Basic Financial Statements - and M anagement's 

Discussion and Analysis -for State and Local Governments, Statem ent No. 38, Certain Financial 
Statement Disclosures an d Interpretation No. 6, Recognition and Meas urement of Certain Liabilities 
and Expenditures in Government Fund  Financial Statem ents, as  of Jan uary 1, 2003. This results in a 
change in the form at an d conten t of th e basic finan cial statem ents. 

In acco rdance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued  a report dated  M ay 7, 
2004, on our  co nsideration of th e PA RISH 's internal co ntrol over fm an cial reporting and our  tests of 
its com pliance w ith  certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and gr an ts. That rep ort is an  
integral part of our  audit perform ed in accordan ce with Government Auditing Standards an d should be 

read in conjunction with this rep ort in co nsidering the results of our audit. 

The m an agem ent's discussion and an alysis an d budgetary com parison inform ation on pages 4 
through 17 an d 73 through 81 ar e not a required  part of th e basic finan cial statem en ts but are 
supplem en tary inform ation required  by accoun ting principles  gen erally accepted  in the United  States  of 
Am erica. W e an d th e oth er auditors have applied  certain lim ited  proced ur es, which co nsisted 
principally of inquiries of m an agem ent regarding the m ethods of m eas urem ent an d presentation of the 
required supplem en tary inform ation. However, we did not audit th e inform ation an d express no 
opinion on it. 

Our audit was  co nducted  for the purpose of form ing opini ons on th e fin ancial statem ents th at 
collectively co m prise th e PARISH 's bas ic fin an cial statem ents. Th e combining an d individual 
nonmajor fund finan cial statem en ts (Exhibits C through  H-2) and the statistical inform ation (Schedules 
S-I through  S-10) are presented  for purposes of additional an alysis an d are not a required part of the 
basie fman eial statements of the PARISIt. Sueh inform ation have been subjected  to the auditing 
pro ce dures applied  by us an d th e oth er auditors in th e audit of th e finan cial statem ents, an d, in our 
opin ion, based  on our audit an d th e report of oth er  auditors, is fairly stated, in all m aterial respec ts, in  
relation to th e financial statem ents taken as a whole. 



Parish of Ascension 
M ay 7, 2004 Page 3 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the financial statem ents that 
collectively com prise the PARISIt's finan cial statem ents. The accompanying schedule of 
expenditures of fed eral awards is presented for the purposes of additional an alysis as  required by U . S. 

Offi ce of Management and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non- 
Profit Organizations, an d is not a required part of the basic financial statem ents of the Parish of 
Ascension. Such information has been subjected to the auditing proced ures applied in the audit of the 
finan cial statem ents an d, in our opinion, is fairly stated , in all m aterial respec ts, in relation to the basic 
finan cial statem ents taken as  a whole. 

Baton Rouge, Louisian a 
M ay 7, 2004 

Certified  Public Accountants 



 



M A NA GEM EN T 'S DISCUSSIO N AN D A NA LY SIS 

Our analysis of Parish of Ascension's fm ancial perform an ce provides an overview of the 
Parish's finan cial activities for th e fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 2003. Please read it in 

conjunction with the Parish's finan cial statements, which begin on page 19. The 
M anagement's Discussion an d Analysis (M D&A) is designed to focus on the current 
year's activities, resulting chan ges, an d currently known facts. Th is M D&A should be 

read in conjun ction with the financial statements which be gin on Exhibit A. 

FINAN CIAL H IG H LIG H TS 

In 2003, Ascension Par ish experienced a tran sitional year  finan cially as sales tax 
collections contin ued to decreas e relative to prior years, certain funds continued to 
expe rience operating deficits that ar e not sustainable an d the priorities of operating an d 
infrastructure needs an d obligations ar e greater than  available resour ces. A ccordingly, 
there m ust be a logical and th oughtful alignm ent of Parish resources to com m unity needs. 

The major finan cial highlights for 2003 are as follows: 

Assets of th e Parish's prim ary governm ent exceeded its liabilities at the close of the 
year by approximately $143 million (net assets). Of this amount, approximately $3.8 
million (unrestricted net assets) may be used without restrictions to meet the Parish's 
ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors. 

~ Th e primary government's total net as sets decreas ed by approximately $632,000 
durin g 2003. 

Governmental activities' net as sets decreased by $1.6 million, primarily the result of 
reductions in sales tax collections ($1.3 million) and intergovemmental revenues of 
($1.5 million), an d investment earnings ($1 million) offset by an  increase in property 
taxes ($700,000) an d a decrease in expenditures of approximately $1.7 million. 

Business type total net as sets increas ed by $921,000 primarily th e result of grant 
funding of $600,000 for the construction of Trailerland wastewater treatment system 
and an  operating transfer of $366,000 from governmental activities. 

As of th e end of the year, th e primary governm ent's governm ental funds  reported 
co mbined fund balan ces of $66.2 million, a decrease of $7.5 million in comparison to 
th e prior year. Approximately 95%  of the fund balan ces are com mitted to capital 

projects ($37.5 mi llion), debt service ($3.3 million) an d other restricted purposes 
($22.4 million). 

Th e Parish's unreserv ed and un dedicated fired balance, including its internal  serv ice 
funds, was approximately $4.1 m illion at December 31, 2003. The sources of this 
balan ce wore the Sales Tax Fund ($2.8 million) an d Internal Service Funds ($1.2 
million). 



Significant aspects of the Parish's financial well being, as of an d for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2003, is detailed throughout this analysis. 

USING TH IS ANNUAL REPORT 

W ith  th e im plem entation of Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent 34, a 

governm ent's presentation of finan cial statem ents has been greatly chan ged. The new  

statements focus on the government as a whole and on major individus t funds. Both 
perspectives allow  th e reader to address relevant questions, broaden a bas is for 
co m parison from  year to year and should enhance the Par ish's accountability. 

This annum report consists of a series of finan cial statements. Th e Statem ent of Net 
Assets and the Statement of Activities (on pages 19 and 20-21) provide information 
about th e activities of th e Parish as a whole and present  a longer -term  view of th e 
Parish's finan ces. 

Fun d finan cial statem ents start on page 22. For govern m ental activities, th ese statem ents 
depict how  services w ere financed in th e short term  as  well as what rem ains for fu ture 
spending. Fund finan cial statem ents also report the Parish's operations in m ore detail 
than  th e govern m ent-wide statem ents by providing inform ation about th e Parish's m ost 
significan t funds. 

Our auditor has  provided assurance in their independent  auditors' re port, located 
im m ediately preceding this M D& A, th at th e financial statem ents, ar e fairly stated. 

Var ying degrees of assuran ce ar e being provided by the auditor regarding the Required 
Supplem ental Inform ation an d th e Supplem enta l Inform ation. A  user of this repo rt 
should read th e independent auditors' report car efully to as certain the level of as surance 
being provided for each part of this re po rt. 

R eDortint~ the Parish as a W hole 

Our an alysis of the Parish as  a whole be gins on page 19. Th e Statem ent of Net Assets 

and the Statement of Activities repo rt inform ation abo ut the Parish as a whole and abo ut 
its activities in  a way to determ ine if th e Parish is in be tter  condition as  a re sult of th e 
year's financial results. These statem ents include all assets and liabilities us ing the 
accrual bas is of aeeounting, which is sim ilar to accoun ting m eth ods us ed by m ost private- 
sector co m pan ies. All of th e current year's revenues an d expenses are taken in to accoun t 

regardless of when cash is received  or paid. Thus, revenues an d expe nses are reported  in 
these statements for some items that will only result in eash flows in future fiscal pe riods. 
Since this is the year of implementation of this new reporting m odel, comparative 
finan cial data has not bee n presented. In fu ture years, a eomparative an alysis of 
govern m ent-wide data will be presented. 



These two statem ents report the Parish's net assets and related changes. You can  think of 
the Parish's net as sets--the difference betw een assets an d liabilities-- as  one way to 
m easure the Parish's financial health, or finan cial position. Over tim e, increas es or 
decreases in th e Parish's net assets are one indicator of whether its financial health is 
im proving or deteriorating. You will need to consider other non-finan cial factors, 
however, such as chan ges in th e Parish's property an d sales tax base and th e condition of 
th e Parish's roads an d buildings, to as sess the overall health of the Parish. 

In the Statem ent of N et Assets an d th e Statem ent of Activities, we divide the Parish into 
tw o kinds of activities: 

G overnm ental activities - M ost of th e Parish's bas ic services are reported here
, 

including public works an d tran sportation, public safety, health  and welfare, road 
lighting, fire protection, recreation, prom otion an d econom ic developm ent, an d general 
adm inistration. Property an d sales taxes, franchise fees, an d state and federal gran ts 
finance m ost of these activities. 

Business-type activities - th e Par ish char ges a fee to custom ers to help it cover all or 
m ost of the cost of certain services it provides. The Parish m aintains tw o wastewater 
treatm ent system s an d is in the process of cons tructing a th ird, which is all repo rted here. 

At December 31, 2003, the Parish's net assets were $143 m illion, of which $3.8 m illion 
w as  unrestricted. Restricted net as sets ar e reported separately to show  legal cons traints 
from  debt covenan ts an d enabling legislation that lim its th e Parish's ability to use th ose 
net assets for day-to-day operations. 



Our analysis below  of the prim ary governm ent focuses on th e net assets an d chan ge in 
net assets of th e Parish's governm ental activities. 

C urrent and other assets 
C apital assets 

T otal assets 

Parish of A scension 
Statem ent of N et A ssets 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

G overnm ental 
A ctivities 

$ 72,237,444 
105,0 13,505 

177,250,949 

C urrent and other liabilities 7,203,978 
Long-term liabilities 29,000,590 

Total liabilities 36,204,568 

N et assets: 

Invested in capital assets, 

net of related debt 
R estricted 
tlurestrieted 

T otal net assets 

74,431,549 
63,007,325 
3,607,507 

B usiness-type 
A ctivities 

$ 321,822 
1,409,503 

1,731,325 

110,069 

110.069 

1,409,503 

211.753 

$ 141,046,381 5; 1,621,256 

Total Prim ary 
G overnm ent 

$ 72,559,266 
106,423,008 

178,982,274 

7,314,047 
29,000,590 

36,314~637 

75,841,052 
63,007,325 
3,819,260 

$ 142,667.637 

Net assets of the Parish's governmental activities decreas ed by approximately 1%  or $1.6 
million during 2003. U nrestricted net as sets represent the part of net as sets th at can  be 
used to finan ce day-to-day operations w ith out constraints established by debt covenan ts, 
enabling legislation or oth er legal requirem ents. 

The $3.8 million in unrestricted net as sets of governmental activities represents the 
accumulated results of operations. It m eans that if we had to pay off all of the debt, we 
would have $3.8 m illion remaining. The changes in net as sets are discussed later in this 
an alysis. The net assets of the Parish's business activities rose by approxim ately $921 
thousand during 2003. The Parish operates two wastewater treatm ent systems for sm all 
subdivisions and is currently constructing a third. The prim ary focus  of these funds is to 
ope rate on a profitable bas is wi th no Parish governmental funds  used to subsidize th ese 
ope rations. 



The results of this year's operations for the prim ary governm ent as a whole as  reported in 

the Statement of Activities, are as follows: 

Parish of A scension 
C hanges in N et A ssets 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31,2003 

R evenues: 
Program  revenues: 
Charges' for services 
O perating grants and contributions 

C apital grants and contributions 

G eneral revenues: 
A d V alorem taxes 
Sales taxes 

O ther general revenues 

Total revenues 

Functions/Program Expenses: 
G eneral governm ent 
Public safety 
Public w orks 
H ealth and w elfare 
C ulture and recreation 
lntergovernm ental 
Transportation & developm ent 
Sanitation 
Interest on long-term debt 

T otal expenses 

Increase (decrease) in net assets 
before transfers 

T ransfers 

Increase (decrease) in net assets 

B eginning net assets 

Ending net assets 

G overnm ental B usiness-type 
A ctivities A ctivities Total 

2,170,371 $ 
3,316,737 

4,937,567 

9,324,912 
19,995,608 

2,555,132 

42,300,327 

8,386,120 
3,310,171 
7,441,917 
4,019,488 
3,928,611 
105,790 

14,417,995 

1.526.403 

47,895 $ 

596,402 

1.555 

645.852 

9t,009 

2,218,266 
3,316,737 

5,533,969 

9,324,912 
19,995,608 

2.556.687 

42.946.179 

8,386,120 
3,310,171 

7,441,917 
4,019,488 
3,928,611 
105,790 

14,417,995 
91,009 

1.526.403 

43,136,495 91,009 ~,3,227,504 

(836,168) 

(716,360) 

(I ,552,528) 

142~598,909 

554,843 

365,960 

(281,325) 

(350,400) 

920,803 (631,725) 

700.453 

$ 141,046,381 $ 1,621~256 $ 142.667.637 

The decrease in net assets of $632 thousand is due mainly to the decrease in sales and use 
tax revenues during 2003 with increases in public works expenses. Additionally, grant 

revenue received during 2003 decreased due to the completion of a grant project in 2002 
for capital improvem ents at Lam ar D ixon Expo Center. Program an d general revenues 
did not increase to com pensate for th is chan ge. 



Com ponent units - The governm ent-w ide financial statem ents include not only the 
Parish, but also legally separate entities for which the Parish is finan cially accountable. 

Finan cial inform ation for th ese com ponent units is reported separately from  the financial 
inform ation presented for the Par ish. These separate legal entities are as follows: 

District Attorn ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict 
A scension Parish Sheriff  

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 
A scension Parish Assessor 
A scens ion Parish Court 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Twenty-Third Judicial District Judi cial Expense Fund 

Ascension Parish Comm un ication D istrict 
Twenty-Third Judicial DistriCt Crim inal Court Fun d 

East Ascension Hospital Service District 
W est A scens ion Hospital Service D istrict 

A scens ion Parish W aterw orks D istrict N o. 2 
Ascension Consolidated Utilities District N o. 1 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

A fund is a grouping of related accoun ts that is used to m aintain control over resources 

that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives. Traditional users of 
governmental financial statem ents will find the fund finan cial statem ents presentation 

more familiar. Th e foens is now on major fimds, rather than generic fund types. 

Reporting the Parish's M ost Significant Funds 

Our analysis of the Parish's major fimds begins on page 22 with the fund finan cial 
statem ents th at provide detailed inform ation about th e m ost significant funds--not the 
Parish as  a whole. Som e funds are required to be established by State law or by bond 
covenan ts. However, th e Parish Coun cil establishes oth er funds to control an d m an age 
m oney for particular  purposes or m eeting legal responsibilities for using certain taxes

, 

grants, an d oth er m oney. The Parish's two kinds  of funds --governm enta l and 
proprietary---use different acco un ting approaches. 

G overnm ental funds--43ovem m enta l funds are used to account for essentially the sam e 
functions reported as  govern m ental activities in the govern ment-wide financial 
statements. However, unlike the govern ment-wi de finan cial statements, govern m ental 
fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows an d outflows of spe ndable 
resources, as  well as  balan ces of spendable reso urces available at the end of the fiscal 
year. M ost of the Parish's basic services are reported in governm ental funds. Th ese  
funds are reported us ing an  accoun ting m ethod called m odified accrual accoun ting, which 
m easur es cash an d all oth er finan cial assets that can  readily be co nverted to cash. Th e 
governm ental fund statements provide a detailed short-term  view of the Par ish's general 
governm ent opera tions and th e bas ic services it provides. Governm ental fund 
inform ation helps you determine whether there are m ore or fewer financial resour ces that 
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can be spent in the near future to finance the Parish's program s. W e describe th e 

relationship (or differences) between governmental activities (reported in the Statement 
of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities) and governmental funds in a reconciliation 
to the finan cial statements. ]'he governmental major funds (Exhibits A-2 an d A-4) 
presentation is presented using modified accrual basis and focuses on the major funds of 
the Parish. Finally, combining finan cial statements of the nonmajor funds can  be found 
in the Combining Nonmajor Fund Statements that follow the basic finan cial statements. 

Proprietary funds-- W hen th e Parish char ges custom ers for the services it provides-- 
wheth er to outside custom ers or to other un its of the Parish-- th ese services are generally 
reported in proprietary funds. Proprietary funds  ar e reported in th e sam e way that all 
activities are reported in the Statem ent of Net Assets an d th e Statem ent of Activities. In 
fact, the Parish's enterprise funds (a component of proprietary funds) are the same as the 
business-type activities we report in the govern m ent-wide statem ents but provide m ore 
detail an d additional inform ation, such as cas h flows, for proprietar y fun ds . 

The Parish uses internal service funds (the other component of proprietary funds) to 
report activities that provide various services to the Parish's other program s an d activities 
-  such as  the Parish's M aintenan ce and Insur ance Funds. The intern al serv ice funds ar e 
combined into a single, aggregated presentation in the proprietary fund t]nancial 
statem ents. Individual fund data for the internal serv ice fun ds is provided in the form  of 
a com bining statem ent as supplem enta l inform ation elsew here in th is report. 

N otes to the financial statem ents---The notes provide additional inform ation that is 
essential to a full understan ding of th e data pro vided in th e govern m ent-wide an d fund 
finan cial statem ents. Th e notes to the finan cial statem ents are a required part of the bas ic 
finan cial 'statem ents an d can  be  foun d in Exhibit A-14. 

O ther inform ation-- In addition to th e bas ic finan cial statem ents an d accom panying 
notes, th is report also presents certain required supplem entar y inform ation concern ing 
original an d final budgetary com par isons to actual results for the year for the Parish's 

major funds. 

Certain supplementary finan cial inform ation can be  foun d in Exhibits C through H-2. 
Th ese schedules and the statistical inform ation (Pages S through  S-10) are included for 
additional inform ation and an alysis and do not constitute a part of the basic financial 
statem ents. 

Also included in th e repo rt are th e Office of M an agem ent an d Budget A-133 Single Audit 
auditor repo rts, findings, an d schedules, including a report on complian ce an d in tern al 
control in accordan ce with Govern m ent Auditing Standar ds. This inform ation can  be 
foun d un der th e Special Independent Auditor Reports section. 
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Financial Analysis of the G overnm ent's Funds 

The general governm ent operations of the Parish are accounted for in th e General Fund, 
Special Revenue Funds, Debt Service Fun ds and Capital Project Funds. The focus of 
these funds, as noted earlier, is to provide inform ation on near-term  inflows, outflows and 
balances of spendable resources. Such inform ation is useful is as sessing the Par ish's 
financing requirem ents. The following is a sum m ar y of general governm enta l ope rations  
for 2003 by fund type: 

in thousands 

Special D ebt C apital 
General Revenue Service Project 

T otals Fund Funds Funds Funds 

Revenues& transfers $ 66,829 $ 9,024 $ 40,186 $ 3,988 $ 13,631 

Expenditures & transfers 74,281 

Surplus (deficit) (7,452) 
Fund balance, 
D ecem ber 31, 2002 

Fund balance, 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

9.180 49,489 4,24 1 117371 

(156) (9,303) (253) 2,260 

73.615 308 

$ 152 

34r477 3.562 35,268 

The Parish's governm ental funds experienced a deficit of $7.4 million during 2003 that 
prim arily related  to its special revenue funds. At year end, fund balances were in excess 
of $66 m illion. Approximately $4.1 m illion, which includes intern al serv ice funds, is 
unrestricted an d available for utilization at the Parish's discretion. The rem ainder of th e 
fund balan ce is set aside to indicate that it is not available for utiliza tion because it has 
been committed to (1) payment of debt service, (2) legal appropriations in the 2004 
operating budget, (3) specific program spending from dedicated revenue sources an d (4) 
capital projects continuing into 2004. 

Th e General Fund is th e chi ef operating fund of the Parish. At the end of the fiscal year, 
fund balance of the General Fund was approximately $152,000 compared to the fund 
balance of $308,000 at 2002. The decrease in fund balan ce resulted from the operating 
deficit of $156,000 budgeted by the Parish. As a policy, the Parish maintains a marginal 
fund balance in the General Fund. 

Th e Parish's other major funds are the East Ascension Drainage, an d Sales an d Use Tax 
District's No. 1 & 2 spe cial revenue funds and Road an d Drainage capital projects funds. 
Th e significan t chan ge to th e Sales an d Use Tax funds was  the decline in sales an d use 
tax collections dur ing 2003 of approxim ately $1 m illion or 7% . This reduction was 
considered to result from the completion of capital projects in the chemical sector, an d 
th e Parish an ticipates th is reduction to continue into the imm ediate future. A dditionally, 
the Eas t Ascension Draina ge Fund Reserv es decreas ed by approxim ately $7.6 m illion 
during 2003 to $8.6 million at year end. The primary result of the decline was the result 
of a tran sfer to the East As cension Drainage capital project fund of $7.8 million for 
drainage projects. On the other han d, sales and use tax collections for the drainage fund 
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declined by $400,000 during 2003 as compared to the prior year. As a result, this 
reduction had a m aterial im pact on the operation of this fund. 

Finally, the Road and East Ascension Drainage capital project funds reserves increased 
collectively by $3.3 million during 2003 resulting in collective fund balan ces of $34 
m illion. The increas e was  largely the result of a tran sfer from Eas t Ascension Drainage 
Fund of approximately $7.8 million, which was explained earlier. The Parish expects to 
continue to reconstruct its roadw ays and provide m aintenan ce to its waterways w ith  the 
$34 million th at is in fund balance. For 2004, the Parish budgeted the expenditure of 
fund balance for its road capital projects of $7.2 million and $3.7 million for drainage 
projects. 

Sources of governm ental revenues, excluding transfers, are sum m ar ized below 

Source of Revenue 

Taxes 

Licenses and permits 
Intergovernmental 
M iscellaneous 

Total 

in thousands 

2OO3 

Revenue Percent 

$ 29,461 
1,815 
5,908 
2,186 

75% $ 29,941 
5% 1,479 
15% 7,466 
6% ~.,086 

71% 
4% 

18% 
7% 

100% 

Revenues of th e primary governm ent for general governm ental fund types for 2003 
totaled $39 million, compared with $42 million for the previous year, representing a $3 
million decreas e or 6%  dec rease. Th e decrease in revenue of $3 million is primarily 
decreas es in sales tax collections, gran t revenue an d in vestm ent earnings. Sales an d use 
tax collections declined by $1.3 million during 2003. Additionally, the Parish realized a 
reduced rate of return  on its investm ents which resulted in a decline in earn ings of 
approximately $980,000. Th e decline related primarily to dwindling yields offered on 
investm ents and a sm aller am ount of idle cash during 2003, which was utilized to fund 
the $7.4 million deficit sustained  in the Parish's funds. 

Approximately $22.6 m illion of th e $40 million collected in 2003 was  dedica ted for 
special purposes. As a result, the remaining $17.4 m illion was available to fund a 
num ber of Parish service s. Th ese un dedieated  revenues supported the Departm ent of 
Public W orks, all Parish adm inistrative funefious , th e Parish Jail system , Parish 
recreation an d man dated costs for certain Parish agencies, such as  th e Parish Court, 

District Attorney and Coroner. As noted above, the Parish's activities are largely 
su pported by tax  revenues, which represent 75%  of total governm ental resour ces. 
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Expenditures of the primary governm ent decreased $2.5 million in 2003. Expenditures 
for general governmental functions for each major function are summarized in the 
follow ing table. 

General governm ent 

Public safety andjudicial 
Public works 
Health and welfare 
Culture, recreation, and intergovernm ental 
Debt service 
Capital outlay 

2003 

Expenditure Percent 

$ 6,557 
3,222 
10,535 
4,055 
5,610 
4,248 
10,867 

15%  
7%  
23%  
9%  
12%  
9% 
24%  

$ 7,205 
3,488 
10,737 
4,064 
4,116 
4,017 
131965 

15%  
7~./, 
23%  
9%  
9%  
8%  
29%  

The largest decreases in spending occurred in capital outlay of $3.1 m illion or 22% and 
$648 thousand in general government or 9% . The largest increase in spending occurred 
in culture an d recreation of $1.49 million or 36% . 

G ENERAL FUN D BUD G ETAR Y H IG H LIGH TS 

Over the course of the year th e Parish's General Fund's budget was  am ended on se veral 
occasions . The am endm ent of the operating and capital budgets is a custom ary practice 
of th e Parish an d is reflective of th e change th at occurs with  financial related m atters 
throughout th e fiscal year . The m ost significan t chan ges during 2003 were as follows: 

To reflect an  increase for building perm its and grant revenue received in 2003 
over the am oun ts originally budgeted at the beginning of the year. 
Gran t expe nditures budgeted were am ended to reflect actual expe nditures for the 
year  which were eligible for reimbursem ent from  eith er state or fed eral agencies. 
Th e increas e in grant revenue an d expe ndi tures was  primarily related to th e Lam ar  

Dixon Expo Center capital outlay project. 

W ith these adjustments, the actual charges to appropriations (expe nditures) were 
$586,000 less than the related final budget appropriations of $7.6 million. The most 
significan t positive varian ce oc curred in the Parish's general governm ent department, 
where professional serviees, an d capital outlay and maintenanee were $95,000 an d 
$94,000 less than  an ticipated expe nditures, respec tively. Additionally, pe rsonnel 
expe nditures were approximately $60,000 less than budgeted  amounts. Finally, grant 
related expenditures were $114,000 less than final budgeted appropriations. 

On th e other han d, resources available for appropriation were $4 m illion wi th 
expenditures appropriated at $7.6 million, with the deficit funded by collections from the 
Parish's 1 cent sales an d use tax. One major change related to an ticipated licensing an d 
permits revenue which was increased from the original budget by $177,000. 



Additionally, reassessment of property subject to ad valorem tax occurred during 2003 
and resulted in an  increase to property taxes of $114,000. In any event, the operating 
deficit in the General Fund for 2003 was $156,000 and the related fund balan ce was 
$152,000 at year end. 

CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADM INISTRATION 

At the end of 2003, the Parish had $106 million invested in a broad range of capital 
as sets, including-heavy equipm ent for road and drainage m aintenance, vehicles, fire 
equipm ent, com puter equipm ent, offi ce fum iture, lan d, buildings, park facilities, roads, 
bridges, an d sew er treatm ent system s. 

This amount represents a net increase ofjnst under $3 million, or 2.7 percent, over last 
year. 

Capital Assets at year-end (in thousands) 

Land 
Construction in progress 
Buildings 
Equipment and furniture 
Vehicles 
infrastructure 

Total assets, net of depreciation 

Governmental Business-type 
Activities Activities Totals 

$ 7,051 $ 
12,379 
16,872 
4,489 
3,984 
60,239 

1,068 

341 

$ 7,051 
13,447 
16,872 
4,830 
3,984 
60,239 

Th is year's major additions are as follows: 

Road overlay projects of $11.6 million were conducted during 2003. The Parish is 
responsible for th e m aintenan ce of approximately 1,400 roads in Ascens ion Parish 
cons isting of two-lan e concrete, as phalt and gravel ro ads. Oth er roads are located in 
Ascens ion Parish but are m aintained by the Cities of Gonzales an d Donalds onville, the 

Town of Sorrento or the State of Louisiana. Th e majority of the roads maintained by the 
Parish are as phalt ro ads resurfaeed in the 1990's. Additionally, costs of roads were 
determined at estim ated historical costs for capital outlay prior to 2003. 

Easements consist of th e sixty feet right-of-way for the roads m aintained by the Parish. 
Additionally, the Parish has purchas ed  eas ements along side waterways for its on-going 
drainage program  to im prove waterflow an d reduce flooding to its residents. Th e acreage 
was determ ined through an  estim ation of right-of-way com par ed to th e linear m iles 
m aintained by the Parish. Through this process, approxim ately 2,103 acres was  
estim ated as  the land m aintained by the Par ish. However, only those road and drainage 
easem ents th at the Parish expended funds ar e capitalized in th ese finan cial statem ents an d 
are bas ed on historical costs. 



Parish roads include 132 bridges, which are supported by both wood and concrete 
structures with m ost bridges at a length of 20 to 100 feet. Costs of bridges were 
determ ined  at estim ated historical costs for capital outlay perform ed prior to 2003. 

Drainage maintenance of $7.3 million was expended during 2003. The Parish maintains 
various natural waterways throughout Ascension Parish. Th~~ large majority of drainage 
work is as sociated  wi th dredging existing natural waterways to provide for adequate 
water flow to alleviate flooding in residential and cotm nereial areas  of th e Parish. 
Additionally, the Parish maintains pumping stations in parts of the Parish to assist with 
the red uction of flooding through out the Parish. Man made structures, such as the 
pumping stations, are capitalized an d depreciated in the governm ent-wi de financial 
statem ents, while m aintenance item s, such as  dred gin g, are expensed. 

The Parish expended approximately $750,000 during 2003 for the construction of the 
Trailerlan d and Darrow was tewater treatm ent system s. The construction of these system s 
was  prim arily finan ced  by gran t funds from  the federal govern m ent. Various  additions to 

the Parish's buildings Occurred during 2003. Th e major additions are as follows: 

,, Renovation and construction of additions to the Courthouse used in Eas t 
Ascension Parish of $1.5 million. 

~ Finalization of the construction of th e Tourist W elcom e Center in Sorrento of 
$356,000. 

~ Construction of the Geismar Community Complex of $609,000. 
~ Construction of the Public W orks M aintenan ce Shop of $328,000. 

The Parish's 2004 capital budget provides for expenditures of $18 million for capital 
projects, primarily for the completion of its on-going road an d drainage projects. 
Additionally, the Parish has budgeted $3.5 million for water/wastewater projects. More 
detailed inform ation about th e Parish's capital assets is presented in Note 6 to th e 
financial statem ents. 

At year-end, th e Parish had $31.6 mi llion in bonds an d notes outstan ding versus $34.2 
million last year---a decrease of 7 percent-- as shown below: 

Public im provem ent 
Certifioate of indebtedness 
Special assessm ent 
Lease payable 
A ccrued vacation leave 

Balance 
Beginning 
of Year A dditions 

$ 32,710,000 
215,000 
270,000 
137,552 
886.641 

Balance 
End of 

D eletions Y ear 

$ $ 2,3t0,000 

138,949 

$ 34,219,193 $ 138,949 

15 

105,000 
270,000 
65,596 

$ 2,750.596 

$ 30,400,000 
110,000 

71,956 
1.025.590 



No additional debt was issued during 2003, other than accrued leave. The Parish retired 
approximately $2.8 million in debt during 2003. Th e Parish's general obligation bond 
rating continues to carry the highest rating possible, a rating th at has  been assigned by 
national rating agencies to the Parish's debt. The State of Louisian a lim its the am ount of 
general obligation debt th at m unicipalities can  issue to 35 percent of the as sessed value of 
all taxable property within the Parish's corporate lim its. Th e Parish's outstanding general 
obligation debt is significan tly below this $204 m illion state-imposed lim it. Th ere are no 
outstanding bonds secured by ad valorem  taxes of the Par ish at this tim e. Other 
obligations include notes an d leases payable an d accrued compensated absence s. M ore 
detailed inform ation about th e Parish's long-term  liabilities is presented in N ote 7 to the 
finan cial statem ents. 

ECO NOM IC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR 'S BUDG ETS 

Th e Parish's elected an d appointed offi cials considered m an y factors when setting th e 
fiscal-year 2004 budget an d tax rates. One of those factors is the econom y. A num ber of 
com pan ies engaged in oil refining an d petrochem ical proce ssing are foun d in th e 
in dustrial corridor along the M ississippi River in  an d around th e Par ish of A scension. 

These indus tries are major employers of Ascension's labor force. Other importan t 
industries include governm ent, construction, banking and finan cial services, insurance, 
telecom m un ications, real estate, an d wholesale an d retail trade. 

Th e largest taxpayers in the Parish are prim arily com pan ies involved in the chem ical 
sector. These com pan ies ar e significantly im pacted by th e increas ing cost of fuel, 
in cluding natural gas . W ith  th e high price of fuel in recent years, th ese com panies have 
experienced finan cial diffi culty resulting in reduction of personnel staffi ng and the rate of 
plan t expan sion, if an y. As a result, the local econom y has  been impacted by th e 

finan cial concerns of this major industry in the Parish. 

An im portan t factor affecting th e budget is the Par ish ad val orem  an d sales tax  collections 
that approxim ate 68%  of budgeted revenue. The Parish budgeted a dec rease in total sales 
tax collections of approxim ately 16%  for 2004. Additionally, the 2004 opera ting budget 
expe nditures provides for increases in general liability an d oth er insurance, em ployee 
health  and workm an 's com pensation insurance, retirem ent system  contributions, an d 3%  

to 5% increase in pe rsonnel costs. For 2004, revenues axe budgeted at $36.3 million 
while expe nditures are expe cted  to be  $52.8 million. If these estimates are realized, the 
Parish's budgetary fund balan ces are expected to decrease by the close of 2004  by $16.5 
million, of which $13 million relates to scheduled capital project spending. 

These indicators were taken into account when adopting the General Fund budget for 
2004. Appropriations of the General Fund budget are $9.2 million, a decreas e of 2 
pe rcent over the final 2003 budget of $9.5 m illion. Property tax es, licensing fees, grant 
revenue and funding from  th e Parish 1%  sales tax are expected to rem ain  constan t for the 
General fund. The Parish will use th ese revenues to fund program s currently offered. 
Budgeted expe nditures are expe cted to remain constant with 2003 at $9.2 million. The 
Parish has added no major new programs to the 2004  budget. 



Finally, the Parish has initiated steps to develop a m ultl-year budgeting plan to address 
th e challenges expected in the next several years. D uring 2004, the Parish anticipates 
developing its financial plan that includes the developm ent of finan cial revenue forecas ts 
for an ticipated resources collection for determ ining required funding needs along w ith 
service priorities for its program s. 

This finan cial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, custom ers, investors 
an d creditors wi th a general overview  of the Parish's finances an d to show  accountability 
for th e money it receives. If you have questions about th is report or need additional 

finan cial inform ation, contact the Parish's Finance Office at (225) 473-48t5 or 351 
Chetim atches Street, DonaldsonviUe, Louisian a, 70342. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash eqni valents 
Investm ents 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due from other gdvcrmlaents 
Internal balances 
Due from component units 
Prepaid item s 
Inventory 
Deferred bond issuance co st 
Restricted assets 
Other as sets 
Capital assets: 
Non-depreciable 
Depreciable, net 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable and accrued  liabilities 
Due to primary governm ent 
Deferred revenue 
Due to other governments 
Payable from restricted as sets 
Unsettled deposits 

Claims reserve 
Long-term payables 
Due within one year 
Due in more than one year 

Total liabilities 

NET ASSETS 
Investment in capital assets, 
net of relate~l debt 

Reslrieted  for:. 

Capital projects 
Spec ial revenue 
Debt service 
Other purposes 

Unrestricted 

Total net as sets 

Total liabilities and net assets 

PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

STATEM ENT OF NET A SSETS 

December 31, 2003 

Prim ary Governm ent 
G overnm ental Business-Type 
Activities Activities Total 

$ 5~55~61 $ 
52,273,835 
12,291,904 
1,686,210 
85,856 
25.439 

500,458 

318,681 

19A29,869 
85.583.636 

Exhibit A 

Com ponent Units 
Governm ental Business-Type 
Activities Activities 

50 $ 5,055,111 $ 13,083,505 $ 1,348,778 
254,003 52,527,838 559,309 10,132,516 
9,504 12,301,408 807,756 2,099,441 

144,121 1,830,331 408,280 

(85,856) 

1~68,391 
341.112 

25A39 

500~58 

318,681 

52,255 

90,337 
1,064 

1,544 
378,679 

715A25 
195,375 

20,498,260 1,220,000 89,042 
85,924,748 4,361,36l 6,168,450 

$ 177,250,949
.=_  

$ 1,731,325 $ 178,982,274 $ 20,583,867 $ 21,129,250 

$ 3,415,340 $ 110,069 $ 3,525,409 $ 

39,923 

1,141,759 

2,606,956 
29,000,590 

110.069 

39,923 

1,141,759 

2,606,956 
29.000.590 

666,890 $ 1,143,628 
25.439 

19,428 
20,709 
30,035 

21,926 

834,532 246~2l 

36~314~637 1,546,289 1,462,519 

74,431,549 1,409,503 75,841,052 5,356,215 2,159,534 

37,528,003 
22,342,553 
3,t36,769 

3,607,507 211.753 

37,528,003 
22,342,553 
3,136,769 

4,140 

4,994 

109,979 
3,819,260 13,571,384 17,498~63 

141,046,381
.__ . 

1,621,256 142,667~637 19 037 578 19,666,731 

$ 177,250,949 $ 1,731,325 $ 178 982 274 $ 20,583,867._. $ 21,129,25. . . 0 

Notes on Exhibit A- 14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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Functions/Program s 
Prim ary governm ent: 
Governmental activities: 
General governm ent 
Public safety 
Public works 
Health and welfare 
Culture and recreation 
Intergovem mental 
Interest on long-term debt 
Transportation and development 
Total governmental activities 

Business-type activities: 
W aste disposal fac ilities 
Total bus iness-type activities 

Com ponent units: 
Governm ental activities 
Business-type activities 

Total component units 

PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

STATEM ENT O F A CTIV ITIES 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

$ 8,386,120 
3,310,171 
7,441,917 
4,019,488 
3,928,611 
105,790 

1,526,403 
14,417,995 
43,136,495 

Program  Revenues 

Charges for 
Services 

Operating 
Grants and 
Contributions 

1,972,038 $ 

30,549 
167,784 

Capital 
Grants and 
Contributions 

$ 408,052 
242,625 
865,283 

1,590,328 
618,501 

2,170,371 3,316,737 

91.009 4% 895 
91.009 47,895 

4,529,515 
4,937,567 

596A02 
596A02 

$ 43,227,504 $ 2,218,266 $ 3,316,737 $ 5,533,969 

$ 23,552,110 
15,698,973 

$ 39,251~83 

9,317.277 
15.065.936 

$ 2,355,950 
52,073 

$ 2,408,023 

$ 

General revenues : 
Taxes: 
Property 
Sales  
Franchise 

Grants an d contributions not restricted to specific programs 
In vestment earnings 

Gain (loss) on sale of capital assets 
Transfers (to) from other funds 

Total gen eral revenues and transfers 

Chan ge in net as sets 

Net assets - beginning of year 

Net assets - end of year 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 ar e an  integral part of this statem ent. 
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Net (Expenses) Revenue and 
Changes in Net Assets 

Exhibit A-1 

Prim ary 
Governm ent 

Governm ental 
Activities 

(6,006,03O) 
(3,067,546) 
(6,576,634) 
(2,398,611) 
(3,142,326) 
(105,790) 

(1,526~03) 
(9,888,480) 
(32,711,820) 

Business-type 
Activities Total 

553~88 
553,288 

(6,006,030) 
(3,067,546) 
(6,576,634) 
(2,398,611) 
(3,142,326) 
(105,790) 

(1,526,403) 
(9,888,480) 
(32,711,820) 

553~288 
553,288 

(32,711,820) 553,288 (32,158,532) 

9,324,912 
19,995,608 
210,904 

1,219,932 
1,077,572 1,555 
46,724 

365,960 

9,324,912 
19,995,608 

210,904 
1,219,932 
1,079,127 
46,724 

Com ponent 
Units 

Go vernm ental 
Activi ties 

Business-type 
Activi ties 

(11,878,883) 

6,300#52 
4#14,123 

2#60~66 
259,162 

350.400 

(580,964) 
(580,964) 

563,289 

737,973 
338,338 

(60,933) 

(1,552,528) 920,803 (631,725) 1,105,720 997,703 

700.453 143,299,362 17,931,858 18.669.028 

141,046,381 $ 1,621~256 $ 142,667,637 $ 19,037,578 $ 19,666,731 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N  

RECO NCILIATIO N O F TH E G O V ERNM EN TAL FUN DS 

BALAN CE SH EET TO TH E STATEM ENT O F NET A SSETS 

December 31, 2003 

Total net assets reported for governmental activities in the statement of net assets are 
different because: 

Total fund balances - governmental funds (Exhibit A-2) 

Capital assets used in governm ental activities are not financial resources an d, 
therefore, are not reported in the governmen tal funds 

Assets used in governmental activi ties  that are not fman cial res ources and
, 

therefore, are not reported  in the governmental funds, 
Deferred bond issuance costs, net of accumulated  amortization 

Exhibit A-3 

$ 66,162,938 

105,0t3,505 

500,458 

Long-teml liabilities (e.g. bonds, leases), are not due and payable in the current period 
and, therefore, ar e not reported in the govem menlal fiattds. 

Accrued interest payable (172,720) 
Bonds an d capital lease payable (30,581,956) 
Compensated absences payable ( 1,025,590) (31,780,266) 

Internal service funds  are us ed  by management to charge the costs of ce rtain 
activities to individual funds . The assets an d liabilities of internal se rvice funds are 
included in govern men tal activities in the statemettt of ttet assets. 

Net assets of governmental activities (Exhibit A) 

bIotes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 

1.149.746 



 



PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N  

Exhibit A-5 

RECO N C ILIATION O F TH E STATEM ENT OF R EV EN UES, EXPEN D ITURES, AN D 

C H ANG ES IN FUN D BA LANCES O F G O VERN M ENTAL FUN DS TO 

TH E STATEM ENT O F A CTM TIES 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

The change in net assets reported for governm ental activities in the statement of activities is 
different becam e: 

Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds (Exhibit A~I) 

Governm ental funds report capital outlay as expenditures. However, in the 
sta~ment of activities, tile cost of those assets are allocated  over their estim ated 
useful lives and reported  as depreciation expense. This is the amount by which 
capital outlay exceeded dep reciation. 

Capital outlay 
Dep reciation expense 

The net effect of various  miscellaneous transactions involving capital assets, such 
as sales, trade-ins, and donations, is to increase net assets. 

Donated assets 
Gain on sale of assets 

The liability and expense for compensated absences ar e not reported  in governm ental 
funds. Payments for compensated absences ar e reported as salaries when they occur. 
Only the payment consumes  curren t financial resources, and it would take a catastrophic 
event for this liability to become a current liability. 

$ (7,476,623) 

10,111,954 

(10,152,677) (40,723) 

2,217,166 

(19,756) 2,197~10 

(138,949) 



ASSETS 
Current assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investm ents 

Accounts receivable, net 
Capital assets: 
Non<lepreciable 
Depreoiable, net 

Total assets 

PA RISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

STA TEM ENT O F NET ASSETS 
PR O PR IETA R Y FUN D S 

LIABILITIES 
CMrrem  liabilities: 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 
Claim s reserve 

Total liabilities 

NET AS SETS 
Inves Unen t in capital assets, 
net of related debt 

Unrestricted 

Total net assets 

Total liabilities and net as sets 

December 31, 2003 

Business-type 
Activities - 
Enterprise 
Funds 

$ 50 
254,003 
153,625 

1,068,391 
341.112 

Exhibit A-6 

Governm ental 
Activities - 
Internal 

Service Funds 

124,885 
2,285,134 

30,835 

$ 1,817,181 $ 2,440,854 

$ 195,925 $ 149,349 
1.141.759 

195,925 1,291,108 

1~09,503 
211.753 1,149.746 

1.149.746 

S 1,817,18~1 ~ 2,440,854 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

STA TEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EX PEN SES, A ND  

CH ANG ES IN FU ND NET A SSETS 
PR O PRIETA R Y FUN D S 

O PERATIN G  REVENUES 
Charges for services 
Interest, net 
M ~ ellaneous 

Total operating revenues 

O PERATIN G  EXPENSES 
Depreciation 
M aintenance 
Profes sional services 
Administrative fees 
Insurance prem iums 
Insurance claim s 
M iscellaneous 

Total operating expenses 

Opera ting loss 

NONOPERA TING REVEN UES 
Operating transfers in 
M iscellan eo us 
Interest income 
Grants an d eonffibufions 
Gain on sale of capital assets 

N et in come 

NET ASSETS 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Business-type 
Activities  - 
Enterprise 

Funds 

Exhibit A-7 

Governm ental 
Activities - 
Internal 

Service Funds 

47,734 $ 

161 

1,620,084 
30,461 

20,065 

44,043 
4,027 
13,609 
400 

8,865 

91.009 

1,035,802 
70,754 

565,351 
432,066 

365,960 

1,555 
596,402 

1,102,300 
535,282 

308 

963,917 1,637,890 

920,803 1,184~62 

700.453 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH O F A SCEN SIO N 

STATEM ENT OF CASH FLOW S 
PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

CASH FLOW  FROM  OPERATING ACTIVITIES 
Receipts from customers 
Payments to employees and suppliers 

Net cash used for operating activities 

CAS H FLOW  FROM  INVESTING ACTIVITIES 
Interest received on investments 
Chan ges in investments 

Net cash used for investing activities 

CASH FLOW S FROM  CAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
Fixed asset additions 
Capital grants 
Proceeds from sale of assets 

Net cash provided by (used for) capital and related 
financing activities 

CASH FLO W S FROM  NONCAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACT IVITIES 
Transfers in from other funds 
Advan ces from other funds 
Payments on loans from other funds 

Net cash provided  by noneapital and related  
finan cing aetivities 

CASH 
scginning ofp=iod 

Busines s-type 
Activities - 
Enterprise 
Funds 

$ 45,162 

(71,063) 

Exhibit A-8 

Governm ental 
Activities - 
Internal 

Service Funds 

$ 1,653,516 
(2,109,055) 

1,555 

(183,062) (552,016) 

(816,010) 
628,987 

365,960 1,102,300 

85~32 

394~31 1,071~181 

63,934 

60,951 

$ 50 $ 124,885 

No~s on Exhibit A-14 arc an integral part of this statement. 
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PA RISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

STATEM ENT O F CASH  FLOW S 
PROPRIETARY FUNDS 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

RECONCILIATION OF OPERATING LOSS TO 

NET CASH USED FOR OPERATING ACTIVITIES: 
Operating loss 

Adjustments of operating loss: 
Depreciation 
Change in operating assets and liabilities: 

Accountq receivable 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 

Net cash used for operating activities 

NON-CASH TRANSACTIONS: 
Claim s dismissed and change in estimate to claims reserve 

Business-type 

Activities - 

Enterprise 
Funds 

Exhibit A-8 
(Continued) 

Governm ental 

Activities - 

Internal 

Service Funds 

(43,114) $ (453,428) 

20,065 

(2,733) 
(119) 

2,971 

(5,082) 

$ (25,901) $ (455,539) 

$ 535,282 



PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

CO M B INING  STATEM E NT O F NET A SSETS 
AL L DISCRETELY PRE SENTED G O VERNM ENTAL CO M PON ENT UN ITS 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investm ents 
Accounts rec, eivable, net 
Due flom  other governm ents 
Prepaid items 
Restricted assets 
Capital assets: 
Non-depreeiable 
Depreciable, net 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 
Accoun ts payable an d accrued liabilities 
Due to prim ary governm ent 
Du e to other governments 
Long-term  payables 
Due in m ore than one year 

Total liabilities 

NET AS SETS 
Investment in capital assets, 
net of related debt 

Restricted for:. 
Other purposes 

U nrestricted  

December 31, 2003 

District Clerk 

Attorney (1) Sheriff (3) of Court (3) Assessor (1) 

1,271,123 $ 

409 
105,946 
52,255 

5,880,639 $ 

514~87 
118,024 

90,337 

2,421~16 $ 

177~33 

1,220,000 
135,576 3,188,888 305,592 

1,242,464 

10292 
64,557 

74.700 

$ 1,565,309 $  111012,875 $ 2,904,241 $ 1,392,013 

11,754 $ 317,943 $ 

11.754 

33,934 $ 15,434 

52.498 

86.432 15A34 

135,576 4,408,888 305,592 74,700 

1,417,979 5,504,010 2~512r217 1,301,879 

1,553,555 9,912,898 2~817,809 1,376,579 

Total liabilities andnet assets $ 1,565,309 ~ 11,012,875 ~  2,904,241 $ 1,392,013 

(1) For the year ended December 31, 2002 
(2) For the year ended Maroh 31, 2003, not used 
(3) For the year ended June 30, 2003 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statemen t. 
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Indigent 
Parish Defender 

Court (3) Board (1) 

208,415 $ 

12,105 

Criminal 
Court 

149,930 $ 
199,080 

39,357 

360,229 

50.407 

Com m unication Judicial 

District (1) Expense 

1,295~87 $ 

104~35 

Exhibit A-9 

Totals 

614,43t $ 

17,884 

13,083,505 
559,309 
807,756 
408,280 
52,255 
90,337 

1220,000 
29.763 8.029 225.146 

$ 251,347 $ 396,396 $ 635.782 

2,042 $ 2,140 $ 

361,596 32,071 4,361,361 

$ 1,761,518 $ 664,386 $ 20,583,867 

249,779 $ 16,791 $ 
25~39 

2r042 . 2,140 275,218 

29,763 8,029 

16.791 

17,073 $ 666,890 
25,439 

19,428 19,428 

834,532 

361,596 32,071 5,356,215 

109,979 109,979 
219 542 386,227 250,585 1,383,131 595,814 i3,571,384 

$ 251 347 $ 396,396 635.782 

1.744.727 627,885 19~037,578 

$ 1,761,518 $ 664,386 $ 20t583,867 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 



PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

C O M BINING  STA TEM ENT O F A CTIVITIES 
A LL DISCR ETELY PRESENTED G O VERNM ENTAL CO M PO NEN T UN ITS 

EXPENSES 

PROGRAM  REVENUF~ : 
Charges for services 
Opera ting grants and contributions 

For th e year ended December 31, 2003 

District Clerk 

Attorney (1) Sheriff (3) of Court (3) Assessor (1) 

2,525,789 $ 15,602,695 $ 2,453,399 $ 879,864 

1,368,083 2,718,765 
1,271,255 913,143 

2,994,655 11,187 

Net program (expenses) revenues 113,549 (11,970r787) 541,256 (868,677) 

G ENERAL REVENUES: 
Taxes: 
Property 

Sales  
Grants and contributions not res tricted 
to specific programs 

Inves tm en t earnings 

Transfers (to) from other funds 

Total general reven ues an d transfers 

Changes in net assets 

Net assets - beginning of year 

Res idual equity transfer 

Net assets - end of year 

(1) For the year ended December 31, 2002 
(2) For the year ended March 31, 2003, not used 
(3) For the year ended June 30, 2003 

11,247 
22,430 

33.677 

6,300,452 
4,0t4,123 

1,022,732 

79~57 
143,242 
67,899 

211.141 

866,210 
43,215 

909A25 

147,226 (554,023) 752,397 40,748 

t,406,329 10,466,921 2,065,412 1,335,831 

$ 1,553,555 $ 9,912,898 $ 2,817,809 $ 1,376,579 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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Indigent 
Parish Defender 

Court (3) Board (1) 
Criminal 
Court 

Com m unication Judicial 

District (1) Expense 

Exhibit A-IO 

Totals 

193,895 $ 470,501 $. 909,561 $ 332,645 $ 183,761 $ 23,552,110 

165,542 513,329 721~89 
126,204 

686,194 

( 28,35~  42,828 (62,268) 353,549 

1,962 
11,705 
5,511 5,440 

350A00 

138~33 9,317,277 
45,348 2,355,950 

20 

5,330 
25,026 8,222 

(11,878,883) 

6,300,452 
4,014,123 

2,060,466 
259,162 
350.400 

1,962 17,216 355,840 30,356 8,222 12,984,603 



PARISH O F A SCEN SIO N 

Exhibit A-I 1 

COM BIN IN G  STATEM ENT O F N ET A SSETS 
A LL D ISCR ETELY PRE SENTED BU SIN ESS - TY PE C O M PO N EN T U N ITS 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investm ents 
Accounts receivable, net 
Prepaid items 
Inventory 
Restricted assets 
Other assets 
Capital assets: 
Non-depreciable 
Depreciable, net 

Total assets 

December 31, 2003 

Ascension 
East W est Consolidated 

Ascension Ascension W aterworks Utilities 

Hospital (1) ~  District No. 2 (3) District No, 1 (2) 

$ 847,516 $ 374,151 $ 
4,208,950 5,923,566 
1,375,920 695,280 

196,528 

655~52 
111,590 

182,151 

81,709 

70,000 14,042 
3,764,526 1,384,513 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable and 
aearued liabilities $ 

Payable from reshSeted as sets 
Unsettled deposits 
Long-term  payables 
Due within one year 
Due in more than  one year 

Total liabilities 

NET ASSETS 
Investment in capital as sets, 
net of related  debt 

Restricted  for: 

Capital projects 
Debt servien  

Unrestricted 

Total net assets 

$ 8,655A12 

122,356 $ 

17,595 
1~44 

30338 
1,824 

509.168 

Totals 

4,755 $ 

10,646 

30,035 
252 

1,348,778 
10,132,516 
2,099,441 

1,544 
378,679 
715,425 
195,375 

5,000 89,042 
510,243 6,168,450 

$ 682,825 $ 560,931 $ 21,129,250 

821,370 $ 299,928 $ 9,798 $ 
20,709 

11,926 
178.044 

12,532 $ 1,143,628 

30,035 

10,000 
68.177 

20,709 
30,035 

21,926 
246,22t 

821,370 299,928 220,477 120,744 1,462,519 

1,398,555 

10,408,712 6,956~929 

245,736 

4,140 

4#94 
207A78 

515,243 2,159,534 

4,140 
4#94 

(75,056) 17,498,063 

10,408,712 8,355,484 462,348 440,187 19,666,731 

Total liab ilities and net assets $ 11,230,082 $ 8,655,412 $ 682,825 $ 560r931 $..L _21,129,250 

( 1 ) For the year ended March 31, 2003 
(2) For the year ended August 31, 2003 
(3) For the year en ded December 31, 2002 

Notes  on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

Exhibit A-12 

CO M BIN ING  STA TEM EN T O F A CTIVITIES 
ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED BUSINESS - TYPE CO M PO NENT UN ITS 

PROGRAM  REVENUES: 
Charges  for services  
Operating grants and contributions 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Ascension 
East W est Consolidated 

Ascension Ascension W aterworks Utilities 

Hospital (1) Hospital (2) District No. 2 (3) District No. 1 (2) Totals 

$ 10,665,890 $ 4,746,384 $ 177,233 $ 109,466 $ 15,698,973 

10,339,153 
52,073 

4,456,283 175,780 94,720 15,065,936 
52,073 

Net program expenses (274,664) ~ . (1,453) (14,746) (580,964) 

GENERAL REVENUES: 
Taxes: 
Sales  

Grants and contributions not restricted 

to sp0eific programs 
Inves tm ent earnings 

Gain (loss) on sale of capital assets 

Total gen eral revenues and transfers 

Changes  in net assets 

13 563,276 

216,604 
148,387 185,976 

(541) (10,647). 

364A63 

89399 

738,605 

448,504 

269 
3,897 

563,289 

521,100 737,973 
78 338,338 

(49,745) (60,933) 

4,166 471,433 1,578,667 

2,713 456,687 997,703 

Net assets - beginning of year 10,318,913 7,906,980 459,635 (16,500) 18,669,028 

Net assets - end of year $ 10,408,712 $ 8,355,484 $ 462,348 

(1) For the year ended March 31, 2003 
(2) For the year ended August 31, 2003 
(3) For the year ended December 31, 2002 

440.187 

Notes  on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

STATEM ENT O F FID UCIAR Y N ET A SSETS 

FIDU CIARY FUN D S 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivelents 

December 3 I. 2003 

Com ponent Unit A~ene~ Funds 

Sheriff 

Clerk of 

Court 

$ 1,044,220 $ 2,411,127 

District 

Attorney 

1.457 

Exhibit A- 13 

Total 

LIABILITIES 

Due to taxing bodies and others $ 1,044,220 $ $ $ 1,044,220 
Unsettled deposits 2,411,127 2,411,127 
Due to others 1.457 1.457 

Total liabilities 

NET A SSETS 

1,044,220 2,411fl27 1.457 

$ $ $ $ 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

N O TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTIN G  PO LICIES 

STATEM ENT PRESENTATIO N 

Exhibit A- 14 

The Ascension Parish Council (the Coun cil) is the governing authority for Ascension Parish 
(the Parish) and is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. Th e Council, under the 
provisions  of the Asce nsion Parish H om e Rule Charter, which was effective January 1, 1994, 
enacts ordinance s, sets policy an d establishes program s in such fields as social welfare, 
transportation, drainage, public safety, and health  services. 

The Parish's financial statem en ts are prepared in accordan ce with  generally accep ted 
accoun ting principles (GAAP). Th e Governmental Accoun ting Standards Board (GASB) is 
respons ible for establishing G AAP for state an d local govern m en ts through its 
pronouncements (Statements and Interpretations). Th e more significant accoun ting policies 
established in GAA P an d used by the Parish are discussed  below . 

In Jun e 1999, th e GASB un an im ously approved Statem ent No. 34, Basic Financial 
Statem ents - and M anagem ent's Discussion and Analysis - For State and Local 
Governments. Certain of th e sign ificant clmnges in th e statem ent include th e following: 

o For th e first tim e the finan cial statem ents include 

* A M an agemen t Discussion an d Analysis (M D&A) section providing an d an alysis of 
th e Coun cil's over all financial position an d results of operations. 

~ Finan cial statem ents prepar ed  using full accrual acco unting for all of th e Coun cil's 
activities, including infrastructure (roads, bridges, etc.). 

o A change in the fund finan cial statem ents to focus on the major funds 

These and other chan ges are reflected in the accompan ying finan cial statements (including 
notes to financial statem ents). The Parish has implemented the Statement in the current year. 

REPO RTIN G  ENTITY 



Exhibit A-14 

(Continued) 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTIN UED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONTIN UED) 

The criteria for determ ining which component units should be considered part of the Parish 
of A scension for financial reporting purposes, which are as follows: 

o Legal status of the potential component unit including the right to incur its own debt, 
levy its own taxes  and charges, expropriate pro perty in its own nam e, sue an d be sued, 
an d the righ t to buy, sell an d lease property in its own name. 

o W hether the Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Coun cil and/or Parish 
President) appoints a majority of board members of the potential component un it. 

o Fiscal interdep endency between  the Parish and th e poten tial component un it. 

o Im position of w ill by the Parish on the poten tial com ponent unit. 

o Financial ben efit/burden relationship betw een th e Parish an d th e poten tial com ponent 
unit. 

Based on th e previous criteria, Parish m an agem ent has  included  the following com ponent 
units in the finan cial reporting en tity: 

Blended Com ponent Units 

The follow ing co m ponent units are repo rted as  part of th e prim ary govern m ent in th e 
Finan cial Statem ents of the Parish of Ascen sion. 

Eas t an d W est Ascension Drainage Districts N o. 1 

Th e Eas t an d W est Ascension Drainage Districts provide m aintenan ce , im provem ents, an d 
repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Finan cing is 
provided  prim arily by ad valorem  tax es , state revenue sharing funds, an d ded icated  sales 
taxes. The fiscal year for th e Districts is th e calendar  year. 

Th e Health Unit operates the Parish Health Unit. Financing is provided primarily by ad 
valorem  taxes  an d state revenue sharing. Th e fiscal year for th e Health  Uni t is th e calendar  
year . 

M en tal Health Unit 

Th e M ental Health  Uni t pro vides that po rtion of th e oper ations of th e Parish m ental health  
center not provided by th e State of Louisian a, Dep artm ent of H ealth  and Hum an  
Resour ces, Office of M ental Health and Substan ce Abuse. Fin ancing is provided by ad 
valorem  tax es an d state revenue sharing. Th e fiscal year  for the M en tal H ealth Unit is th e 
calendar year. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) 

Blended Component Units (Continued) 

Fire Protection Districts N o. 1 and N o. 2 

The Fire Protection Districts N o. 1 an d N o. 2 offers m aintenance an d operation of a fire 
protection system  consisting of 12 fire service units: M odeste Volunteer, Sunshine 
V olun teer, Palo-Alto M cCall V olun teer, Donaldsonville, Geism ar V olunteer, G alvez-Lake 
Volunteer, Prairieville, Fifth W ard, St. Am an t, Sorrento, Seventh  District Volunteer and 
Gonzales. Financing is provided by sales and use tax funds which are allocated am ong the 
service units. The fiscal year for the Districts is th e calendar  year. 

Recreation Com m ission 

The Recreation Com m ission provides recreational activities for th e Parish. Th e 
Com m ission is fi.mded prim arily by an annual budgetary ded ication of six and two-ttfirds 
percent of th e one-p~rcent parish wide sales tax . The fiscal year for the Com m ission is th e 
calendar year . 

Tourist Comm ission 

The Com m ission prom otes local tourism . The Tourist Com m ission receives sales tax es on 
the room  rentals of hotels an d m otels. Th e fiscal year  for th e Comm ission is the calendar 

A scension Parish Library 

The Library provi des citizens of th e Parish access to library m aterials, books, m agazines, 
records, an d film s. It is used to account for th e collection of a parish-wide ad valorem  tax  
ded icated to th e m aintenance of the library system . The fiscal year for the Library is the 
cal endar year. 

Discrete Component Units 

District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District (for the year ended December 31, 
2002.) 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (for the year ended December 31, 
2002, a biennial audit.) 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) 

Discrete Component Units (Continued) 

A scension Parish Sheriff  

The Sheriff, an elected official as defined in the Louisian a State Constitution, is a legally 
separate entity. Th e Parish provides funding for the Sheriff's facilities and equipm en t 
including the correctional institution (Ascension Parish Jail). The Sheriff's finan cial 
statem ents for th e year  ended  June 30, 2003, are included  in this report. 

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

A scension Parish A ssessor 

A scens ion Parish Com m unication District 

Th e Commun ication District is a legally sep arate entity. The Parish appoints all m embers 
to the District's Board of Com m issioners. The District's finan cial statem ents for tile year  
ended Decem ber 31, 2002, are presen ted in this report. 

Parish Court for th e Parish of Ascen sion Judicial Expense Fund 

The Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension Judicial Expense Fun d is a legally separate 
entity established un der state statutes. Th e Parish Court's finan cial statem en ts for the year 
en ded Jun e 30, 2003, ar e presented  in this report. 

Twen ty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 

Th e Twen ty-Th ird Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was established in 1995 un der 
Act No. 435 whi ch was am en ded  to Title 13 of the Louisian a Revised Statu tes of 1950. 
Th e Expense Fund was  established  for th e purpose of paying expenses for the Court 
deem ed  necessary by th e Judges for effi cient operations  of the court. Th e Expense Fund's 
finan cial statem ents for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, are presented  in this report. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMM ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) 

R elated  O rganizations 

The following entities were established  pursuant to state statutes for various public purposes 
within Ascension Parish. The Parish appoints an d rem oves the board m em bers of each 
respective agen cy. Each agen cy is fiscally independent from the Parish, issues its debt, 
approves its budgets, and sets its rates  and char ges. The prim ary govern m ent has no authority 
to designate m an agem ent, or approve or m odify rates. Th e Parish is not obligated for th e 
debt issues  of thes e agencies. Each of these com ponent units is listed below along with its 
fiscal year  en d. 

East A scension H ospital Service D istrict 
W est Asce nsion Hospital Service D istrict 
A scension Parish W ater W orks District No. 2 
Ascension Consolidated U tilities D istrict N o. I 

M ar ch 31, 2003 
August 3 t, 2003 
Decem ber 31, 2002 
Augu st 31, 2003 

Com plete finan cial statem ents of the Parish com ponent units can  be obtained at th e O ffi ce of 
the Legislative Auditor of th e State of Louisian a, 1600 N orth Third Street, P. O . Box 94937, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 or at the follow ing adm inistrative offi ces: 

District Attorney 
P. O. Box 279 
N apoleonville, LA 70390 

A scension Parish Sheriff  
P. O . Box 268 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 
P. O. 192 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 

Ascension Parish A sses sor 
P. O. Box 544 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 

Ascension Parish Court 
P. O. Box 1910 
Gonzales, LA 70737 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defen der 
828 South Irm a Blvd. 
Gonzales, LA 70737 

Twenty-Third District Judicial Expense Fund 
828 South Irm a Blvd. 
Gonzales , LA  70737 
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NOTE 1 - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

REPORTING ENTITY (CONTIN UED) 

Related Organizations (Continued) 

Ascension Parish Com m unication D istrict 
P. O. Box 268 
Donaldso nville, LA 70346 

East Ascension Hospital Service D istrict 
615 East W orthey Road. 
Gonzales, LA 70737 

W est Ascension Hospital Service District 
P. O . Box 186 
D onaldso nville, LA 70346 

A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 
P. O . Box 6 
W hite Castle, LA 70788 

A scension Consolidated U tilities D istrict N o. 1 
P.O . Box 6 
W hite Castle, LA 70788 

BA SIS O F PRE SENTATIO N  

The Parish's basic financial statem ents consist of the governm ent-wide statem ents of th e 

primary governmen t an d its component units and the fund financial statem en ts (individual 
major funds and combined  nonmajor funds). Th e Parish's financial statem ents are prepared 
in accordan ce w ith  acco unting principles gen erally accepted in the United  States  of A m erica 
as  applied to governm ental units.. Private sector stan dards of accounting an d financial 
reporting issued  prior to Decem ber 1, 1989, generally are followed  in both  the governm ent- 
wide finan cial statem ents and the proprietary fund finan cial statem ents to th e extent th at 
th ose standards do not co nflict with  or contradict guidan ce of th e GASB. Governm ents also 
have th e option of following subsequent private-sector guidan ce for th eir business-type 

activities an d enterprise fimds , subject to the same limitation. The Parish has elected not to 
follow subseq uen t private-sec tor guidance. 

G overnm ent-w ide Financial Statem ents 

Th e govern m ent-wide finan cial statem ents include th e statem ent of net as sets and the 
statem ent of activities for all non-fiduciary activities of th e prim ary governm en t and the total 
for its co mponent units. Internal service fund activi ty is elim inated  to avoid "doubling up" 
revenues and expen ses. Th e governm ent-wide presentation focuses prim arily on the 
sustainability of th e govern m ent as an  en tity an d th e chan ge in aggregate fin an cial position 
resulting from  th e activities of th e fiscal period. Th ese statem en ts distinguish betw een  the 
governm en tal an d business-type activities of th e governm ent. 
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BASIS OF PRESENTATION - Government-wide Financial Statements (continued) 

Governmental activities generally are financed through taxes, intergovernm ental revenues, 

and other nonexehan ge revenues. 

Business type activities are financed in whole or part by fees char ged to extern al parties for 

goods or services. 

The primary govern m ent is reported separately from  the legally separ ate com ponent units as 
detailed  in the previous section. 

Th e governm ent-wide statem en t of activities dem onstrates the degree to which th e direct 
expenses of a given function or segm en t are offset by program revenues. Direct expen ses are 
those th at ar e clearly identifiable with a specific function or segm ent. Progr am  revenues 
include: (1) charges to customers or applican ts who purchase, use, or directly benefit from 
goods, services, or privileges provided by a given function or business-type activity, mad (2) 
grants and contributions that are restricted to m eeting the operational or capital requirem ents 
of a particular  fu nction. Taxes and oth er item s not properly included  am ong progr am  
revenues are rep orted instead as general revenues. Th is includes internally ded icated 

resources such as a restricted  property tax. 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

o Total as sets, liabilities, revenues , or expenditures/expense of th at individual 
governm en tal fund or enterprise fund are at least 10 percent of the corresponding total 
for all funds of tha~ category or type, an d 

o Total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expense of th at individual 
governm en tal fund or enterp rise fund are at least 5 percent of th e co rresponding total 

for all governm ental an d enterp rise funds com bined . 
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NOTE 1 - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BASIS OF PRESENTATION - Fund Financial Statem ents (continued) 

Govern m ent resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the 
purpose for w hich they ar e to be expended and the m eans by which spending activities ar e 
controlled. The various funds of th e prim ary governm ent presented in the financial 
statem ents ar e described as follow s: 

Governm ental Fund Types 

Govern m ental funds ar e th ose through which m ost governm ental functions of the Parish are 
finan ced. Th e acquisition, us e, an d balances of expendable finan cial resour ces and related 
liabilities of th e Parish ar e accounted  for through govern m ental funds. M easur em ent is 
focus ed upon determ ining chan ges in finan cial position, rather than net incom e. The 
follow ing are the govern m ental fund types of th e Parish: 

General Fund - The General Fun d is the general operating fund of th e Parish. It is us ed to 
accoun t for all finan cial resour ces except those required to be accounted for in an oth er fund. 

Th e General Fund is always a major fund. 

Special Revenue Funds , Special reven ue funds are used to accoun t for th e proceeds of 

specific reven ue sources (other than  major capital projects) that are legally restricted to 
expenditures for specified purposes. Special revenue funds that are considered major funds 
are th e Eas t Ascension Drainage Fund and the Sales an d U se Tax Districts No. 1 an d No.2 
Fun ds 

D ebt Service Funds - D ebt service funds ar e used  to account for the accum ulation of 

resources for, and the payment of, general long-term debt principal, interest and related costs. 
Th ere are no debt service fund major funds. 

Capital Projects Funds - Capital projects funds are used to accoun t for finan cial resour ces to 
be used  for the acquisition or co nstruction of major capital facilities (other than those 
financed by Proprietary Fun ds). Th e Road Project Capital Projects Fun d and the East 
Ascension Drainage Project Fund are co nsidered major funds. 

Proprietary Fund Types 

Enterprise Funds - Enterprise funds are used to account for operations (1) that are fin anced 
an d operated  in a manner sim ilar  to private bus iness enterprises - where the in tent of the 
govern ing body is th at the co sts an d expenses, including deprec iation, of pro~,iding goods or 
services to the general public on a continuing basis be finan ced  or recover ed prim arily 

through user charges; or (2) where the governing body has decided that periodic 
determ ination of revenues earned , expenses incurred , an d/or net incom e is appropriate for 
capital m aintenan ce, public po licy, m an agem ent co ntrol, acco un tability, or other purposes. 
Enterprise funds ar e pres ented  in th e business-type activities  column in  th e goverm nent-wide 

financial statem ents. Th ese are no en terprise funds that are co nsidered  major funds. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTIN UED) 

BASIS OF PRESENTATION - Proprietary Fund Types (continued) 

Internal Service Funds - Internal service funds are used to account for the financing of 
goods and services provided by one departm ent or agency to other departm ents or agencies of 
the governm ent an d to other governm ent units, on a co st reim bursem en t basis. The internal 
service fund totals are presented  as  part of th e proprietary fund finan cial statem en ts. Since 
the principal user of th e internal service fund is th e Parish govem m ental activities, finan cial 
statem en ts of internal service funds ar e consolidated into th e govern m ental activities co lumn 
when  presented  at th e governm en t-wide level. To th e extent possible, th e costs of these 
services  ar e reflected  in the appropriate functional activity. 

Th e Parish has  three internal service funds consisting of: 

~ a partial self-insuran ce program for general an d professional liability, workers' 
com pensation an d property ius uran ce, 

~ a em ployee benefit program  for dental insurance benefits for Parish employees, 
~ a m aintenance fund for the on-going preservation of Parish property. 

Proprietary funds distinguish operating revenues an d expenses from  non-operating item s. 
Operating revenues and expenses generally result from  providing services in co nnec tion with 
a proprietary fund's principal ongoing oper ations. Operatin g expenses for en terprise funds 
and in tern al service funds in clude th e cost of sales an d services, adm inistrative expenses, an  
depreciation of capital assets. All revenues  an d expenses not m eeting this definition are 
reported as  nonoperating revenues an d expenses. 

BASIS O F A CCO UNTIN G  

G overnm ent-wide financial statem ents 

Th e governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents are reported using the eco nom ic res our ces 
m eas ur em ent focus an d th e accrual basis of accounting. Revenues ar e recorded when earn ed 
and expenses ar e recorded when a liability is in curred, regardles s of th e tim ing of th e related  
cash flows. Property taxes  are recognized in the year  for whi ch they ar e levied. 

Fund fin ancial statem ents 

All govern m ental funds ar e accoun ted  for using a current financial resources m easurem ent 
focus. W ith  th is m easur em ent focus , only current assets and current liab ilities  ar e gen erally 
included in th e balan ce sheet. Operating statem en ts of these funds pres ent increas es 

(revenues an d other financing sources) and decreases (expen ditures an d other uses) in net 
current assets. Govern m ental funds  ar e m aintained  on th e m odified  accrual bas is of 
accounting. 

Governm ental fund revenues resulting from  exchan ge transaction ar e recognized  in the fiscal 
year  in which the exchan ge takes place an d m eets the governm ent's availability criteria 
(susceptible to accrual). "Available" means co llectible within the current period or within 60 
days after year-en d. Charges for services, fines an d forfeitures, and m ost governm ental 
m iscellan eous  revenues, including investm en t earnings, ar e recorded  as  earned  since  th ey are 
m eas urable an d available. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BASIS OF ACCOUN TING - Fund financial statements (continued) 

N onexchange transactions, in which the Parish receives value without directly giving value 
in return, includes sales tax, ad valorem  tax , federal an d state aid and gran ts. 

Ad valorem tax es an d the related state revenue sharing (which is based on population an d 
homesteads in the Parish) are recorded  in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem tax es 
are as sessed on a calendar year bas is, becom e due on Novem ber 15th  of each year, an d 
becom e delinquen t after Decem ber  31st. The tax es ar e gener ally co llected  in D ecem ber of 
the current year an d Jan uary an d February of the following year . Sales taxes are recorded 
when in th e possession of th e interm ediary co llecting agent an d ar e recognized  as revenue at 
th at tim e. Fed eral and state aid an d gr an ts are recorded  as  revenue when  the Parish is entitled  
to the funds, gen erally corresponding to when gran t related costs are incurred by the Parish. 

Expenditures are reco gnized in th e accounting period in which the related fund liability is 
incurred, if measurable, except for (1) unmatured interest on long-term debt which is 
reco gn ized when due, an d (2) claims an d judgments and compen sated absences are reco rded 
as expenditures in th e governm ental fund type when paid w ith expendable finan cial 
resources. A llocations of co sts such as  depreciation and am ortization are not recogn ized  in 
the governm ental fimds. 

All proprietary funds are accounted  for on a flow of econom ic resour ces m eas ur em ent focus. 
Proprietary funds are m aintained on th e accrual basis of acco un ting wher ein revenues are 
recogn ized  in the accounting period in which th ey ar e earned  an d becom e m eas urable, an d 
expenses ar e recognized in the period incurred , if m eas ur able. 

BUD G ET PO LICY AN D BUD G ETA RY A CCO UN TIN G  

The Hom e Rule Charter for th e Parish outlines procedures for adopting a budget for fun ds of 
th e prim ary govern m en t. 

1. N o later th an  seven ty-five days prior to th e beginning of the fiscal year , the President 
is to subm it detailed  oper ating an d capital budgets for all funds. The budgets 
subm itted  ar e to be balan ced . 

2. Th e Parish Council m ay am en d th e budget, except th at th e debt service shall not be 
red uced  below th e am ount necessary to service  th e debt nor shall a fund deficit be 
created . 

3. Th e Parish Council shall publish th e budget sum m ary at least ten days prior to 
conducting a public hearing. 

4. Th e Parish Coun cil is to adopt the budget not less th an  th irty days  before the 
com m encem ent of th e applicable fiscal year . 

Once  adopted , th e President is able to transfer part or all of an y appropriation within 

a departmen t of a fund; however, the authority for other budget am en dm en ts resides 
wi th  th e Parish Coun cil. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

BUDGET POLICY AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 

The budgets are to be prepared consistent with th e accounting m eth od used for tile applicable 
fund and are amended periodically for chan ges in projected activity. At the end of each fiscal 
year, unexpended appropriations autom atically lapse. In no event shall the total 
appropriations exceed total anticipated revenues taking into account th e estim ated  surplus or 
deficit at the end of the current fiscal year . 

Budgets for the Capital Projects funds do not necessarily follow the time schedule for other 
funds, since capital projects may be started and completed  at an y time during the year. 
However, the capital project budget must be submitted  to the Coun cil for adequate public 
hearing an d adoption on a project-length basis. Annual operating budgets are adopted for the 
following govern m ental funds: General, Special Revenue, D ebt Service an d Capital 

Projects. 

The portion of unreserved fu nd balan ce of individual funds designated for subsequent year's 
expenditures represents the extent to which the fund balan ce is us ed to balance the 
subseq uent year's operating budget of th at fund, as reflected in the legally adopted budget. 

ENCUM BRA NCES 

Encumbrances represent com m itm ents related to un perform ed  contracts for goods or 
services . Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts an d other 
comm itm ents for th e expen diture of resources are recorded  to reserve th at portion of th e 
applicable appropriation, is utilized  in the G eneral Fund, certain Special Revenue an d Capital 

Project Funds. For budgetary purposes appropriations lapse at fiscal year end excep t for that 
portion related to en cumbered am oun ts. Encumbran ces outstan ding at year end are reported 
as res ervations of fu nd balan ces and do not constitute expen ditures  or liabilities because the 
com m itm ents will be honored during the subseq uent year . Encum bran ces open at year end 
ar e autom atically appropriated in th e subsequent year an d current year budgeted  
appropriations are reduced. 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AN D INVESTM ENTS 

Cas h an d cash equivalents for th e prim ary governm ent includes cas h acco un ts for payroll, 
Section 8, es crow acco un t, Offi ce of Em ergency Prepar edness, Sales and Use Tax District 
N o. 2 an d each individual fund's shar e of the co nsolidated cash acco un t. 

A cons olidated  bank accoun t has  been es tablished  for the prim ary governm ent into which 
substan tially all m onies are dep osited and from  whi ch m ost disbursem en ts are m ade. In 
addition, investm ent purchases are charged an d m aturities are dep osited to the cons olidated 
bank accoun t. The purpose of th e consolidation of bank accoun ts was  to provide adm inistra- 
tive efficiency an d to m ax im ize investm en t earnings. The accounts entitled "Cas h an d Cash 
Equivalents" and "Inves tm ents" are therefore co mposed  of a fund's pro rata share of th e cash 
balan ce in th e cons olidated  cas h accoun t plus it's pro rata share of investm ents m ade through 
th e investm en t of excess cas h. Each fund shares in th e investm ent earn ings  according to its 
average cash, cash equivalent, an d investm en ts balance, prorated am ong funds. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTIN G POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND (CONTINUED) 

The investm en t policies of the Parish are govern ed by state statutes and an adopted Council 
Investm ent Policy that includes depository and custodial contract provisions. Under the 
provisions of th e Parish's investm ent policy, th e Parish Treasurer is auth orized  to invest 
Parish funds in accordan ce with L.R.S. 39:1211-1245 and 33:2955 which allow , but are not 
lim ited  to th e following investm ent vehicles : United  States Treas ury Bonds , Treasury Notes, 
Treas ury  Bills, and fully eoUateralized interes t bearing checking accounts and ce rtificates of 
deposit. O th er investm ent policy provisions require dep ositories to insure or eollateralize all 
deposits in accordan ce with  state law an d require securities co llateralizing dep osits to be held 
by an  independent third party w ith whom  th e Parish has  a custodial agreem ent. Inves tm ent 
policies of th e Parish discrete com ponent units can  be found in th e individual co m ponent unit 
audit reports. 

For purposes  of the Statem ent of Cas h Flows, cash equivalents for each fu nd include dem and 
deposit account balances, and certificates of deposit an d U .S. governm ent securities with  
original m aturities of three m onths or less. Cas h equivalent policies of th e Parish's discrete 
com ponent un its can  be found in th e individual com ponent unit audit reports. 

In vestm ents, whi ch include U .S. governm ent securities, ar e stated at fair m arket value. Tim e 
ce rtificates of dep osits are stated  at cost. Unrealized  gains an d losses on investm ents 
recorded at fair value are included in investm ent inco m e. 

INTER FUN D RECEIVABLES/PAY ABLES 

During the course of oper ations, num er ous tran sactions occur between individual funds. 
Those related  to goods an d services, an d short-term  interfund loan s ar e clas sified as "due 
from  oth er funds" or "due to oth er funds" ori th e balan ce sheet an d result prim arily from  
participation in th e consolidated  cash acco unt. Interfund rece ivables and payables between 
funds within govern m ental activities ar e elim inated  in the Statement of N et Assets. See  Note 
11 for details of interfund tran sactions, including receivables an d payables at year-end. Any 
residual balan ces outstan ding betw een th e governm ental activities and bus iness-type 
activities  are reported  in th e govern m ent-wide finan cial statem ents as  "internal balan ces." 

IN VENTO RIES 

In the prim ary govern m ent's governm ental fund types, inven tories of supplies  are recorded  as 
expen ditures  at th e tim e of pur chas e. 

In form ation co ncern ing inventory  for the Parish's discr etely presented  com ponen t units can  
be foun d in the separately issued finan cial statem ents of each co mponent unit. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

RE CEIVABLES AND BAD DEBTS 

In the governm ent-wide statem ents, receivables consist of all revenues earned at year-end 
and not yet received. Uncollectible am ounts due for ad valorem  taxes an d other receivables 
are recognized as bad debts through the use of an allowance account or charged off  at the 
tim e inform ation becom es available which would indicate that the particular  receivable is not 
collectible. In governm ental fund types, the uncollectible am ount is char ged direc tly to the 
revenue reported . On th e other hand, in  proprietary fund types, th e uncollectible am ount is 
reco gnized  as a bad debt expense. 

FIX ED ASSETS AN D D EPRE CIATIO N 

The accounting treatment over property, plant an d equipment (fixed  assets) depends in 
wheth er th e assets ar e used in governm ental fund operations or proprietary fund oper ations 
and wheth er th ey are reported  in the governm ent-w ide or fu nd finan cial statem ents. 

Governm ent-wlde Statem ents 

In the governm ent-wide financial statem ents, fixed  assets ar e accounted  for as capital assets, 
which include land an d land im provem ents, buildings, eq uipm ent, furniture and infrastructure 
assets (streets, roads, bridges, sewer an d drainage system s). All governmen tal fixed  assets 
ar e valued  at historical co st or es tim ated  hi storical co st if actu al is un available. Donated  
capital as sets are reco rded  at estim ated fair m arket value at the date of donation and prim arily 
relate to roads . M ajor outlays for capital assets and improvements are capitalized at 
co mpletion of construction projects. 

Prior to the implementation of GASB 34, governm ental funds' infras tructure assets were not 
capitalized . These assets have been  valued at estim ated  hi storical cost. All infras tructure 
as sets purchased  or constructed  by th e prim ary governm en t are depreciated acco rdingly. 
Certain im provem ents, including roads, bridges, an d curbs an d gutters acquired  from  
subdivision developers have been ca pitalized  as  of D ecember 31, 2003. 

Dep rec iation on all exhaustible fixed  assets is rec orded  as an  allocated  expen se in  the 
Statem ent of Activities, with accumulated  dep reciation reflected  in the Statements of Net 
Assets. D ep rec iation is provided  over  th e assets useful lives usin g the straight-line m ethod. 
Estim ated usefu l lives , in years, for deprec iable assets ar e as  follows: 

Buildings an d im provem en ts 
Equipm ent 
Vehi cles 
Furn iture 
In fras tructure 

20 - 40 years 
5 - 20 yea~s 
5 - 15 years 

7 years 
15 - 40 years 

Th e co sts of norm al m aintenan ce  an d rep airs th at do not add to the value of th e as sets or 
m aterially exten d asset lives are not capitalized . 
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(Continued) 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

FIXED ASSETS AND DEPRECIATION (CONTINUED) 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

In the fund financial statem ent, fixed  assets used  in governm ental fund operations are 
recorded  as capital outlay expenditures of the govern m ental fund types when purchas ed . 
Fixed as sets us ed in proprietary fund operations are acco unted  for th e sam e as  in the 
govern m ent-w ide statem en ts. 

LO N G -TERM  DEBT 

The acco unting treatm en t of long-term  debt depends in whether  the assets ar e used  in 
governm en tal fund operations or proprietary fund operations and whether  they ar e reported  in 
the governm ent-wide or fund finan cial statem en ts. 

In  the govern m ent-wide statem ent of net assets an d in the proprietary fu nd types' finan cial 
sta tem ents, long term  debt is rep orted  as  liabilities. Bond issuan ce costs are reported  as 
deferred  char ges an d am ortized over the term  of the bond. The long-term  debt consists 
prim arily of public im provem ent and special assessm ent bonds, certificates of indebted ness 
and accrued  com pensated  absences. 

Long-term  debt for governm ental funds is not reported  as  liabilities in the fund finan cial 
statem ents. The debt proceed s are rep orted as  other finan cing sources and paym ent of 
principal an d inter est ar e rep orted as  expenditures. Th e accounting for proprietary fu nd debt 
is the sam e in the fu nd statem ents as it is in th e governm ent-w ide statem ents. 

N ET A SSETS 

N et as sets represent th e difference between assets an d liabilities. Net as sets invested, in 
capital as sets, net of related debt co nsist of capital as sets, net of accum ulated depreciation, 
reduced by the outstan ding balan ce of an y debt proceed s used  for the acquisition, 
cons truction, or im provem ents of th ose as sets. N et as sets are reported as  restricted  when 
there ar e lim itations im posed on their use by external patties such as  creditors, gran tors, laws 
or regulations of oth er  govern m en ts. 

W hen both  restricted  an d unrestricted  resour ces are available for us e, it is the Council's 
policy to use res tricted resour ces first, th en  unrestricted resources as  they are needed . 

RESERVES AND DESIGNATIONS OF EQUITY 

Som e po rtions of fund balance in the governm en tal fund types are reserved to indicate th at a 
portion of equity is legally restricted to a specific future us e an d not available for 
appropriation or expen diture. 

Desigr iated portions of fund balan ce indicate tentative fu ture spending plan s, which m ay be 
chan ged and are subject to subsequent authorization before expe nditures can  be made. 
However, some designations have been legally authorized, such as the following: (a) 
"Designated  for subsequent years' expen ditures " is th at portion of fund balan ce which has  
been earmarked to fund the following years' budgets, and Co) other designations are made for 
spec ific indicated purposes included  in the title. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

INTERFUND TRA N SFERS 

Advances between funds whi ch are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as tran sfers. 
In those cases where repaym ent is expected , the advan ces are accounted for through the 
various interfund accoun ts. For the purposes of th e Statem ent of Activities, all interfund 
tran sfer s between individual governm ental funds have been elim inated. 

COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

All Parish prim ary govern m ent regular em ployees, excluding A scension Parish Library 
per sonnel, earn vacation leave in varying am oun ts acco rding to th e em ployee 's num ber of 
years of co ntinuous service up to a m aximum  of one hundred-tw enty days. Vacation is 
payable upon res ignation or retirem ent at th e em ployee's curren t rate of pay. 

All Parish prim ary governm ent, excludin g Ascension Parish Library personnel, employees 
earn tw elve days of sick leave per year . Sick leave is payable only upon retirem ent and only 
up to a m ax im um  of 60 days. 

Parish em ployees of certain job classifications may accrue co mpensatory time in lieu of 
overtim e paym en t. Com pensatory leave is accum ulated  with out tim e lim itations but m ust be 
taken with in one year of earning th e leave. Com pensatory leave is paid by the Parish upon 
term ination, resignation, retirem ent or death . 

GASB Statement No. 16, Accounting for Compensated Absences, requires governments to 
accrue co m pensated  absen ces only to the extent it is probable that the em ployer will 
com pens ate em ployee s for benefits through cash paym ents conditioned on the employees' 
term ination or retirem ent. The Parish has  recorded th e following liabilities as  of Decem ber  
31, 2003, for certain salary-related  benefits associated  with the paym ent of compensated  
absences: 

1. Accrued  vacation for each employee is valued  at the employee's en rrent rate of pay 

2. No sick leave is recorded  in th e financial statem en ts for active em ployees since th e 
am oun t applicable un der  GASB Statem ent N o. 16 is imm aterial. 

3. Compens atory  leave, bas ed  on th e em ployee's current rate of pay, is recorded in th e 
financial statem ents. 

Details of the compensated  absences liability for the Parish discrete co mponent units and the 
Ascension Parish Library, a blended  com ponent un it, can be foun d in th e separ ately issued 
finan cial reports of each co m po nent un it. 
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NOTE 1 - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

INSURA NC E 

The prim ary govenwnent is partially self-insured for autom obile, general, products and 
property liability claims on the first $100,000 per occurrence, not to exceed  $600,000 in the 
aggregate. The Parish is also partially self-insur ed  for all worker's com pensation claim s on 
the first $250,000 per occurrence, not to exceed  $1,000,000 in the aggregate for a two year 
period. Reins ur ance for losses in exces s of self-insur ed am ounts is carried  by th e Parish of 
Ascension. Estim ated losses on claim s are charged to expense in th e period in  whi ch the loss 
is estim able. The Parish of A scension utilizes an internal service fund to account for th e 
transactions  related  to th ese self-insuran ce program s. 

ESTIM ATES 

Th e prepar ation of finan cial statem ents in conform ity with  gener ally accepted accoun ting 
principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates an d assum ptions th at affect th e rep orted  
am oun ts of assets an d liabilities an d disclosur es of contingent assets and liabilities at th e date 
of th e financial statem ents. They m ay also affect th e rep orted  am ounts of revenues an d 
expenses of proprietary funds an d th e governm ent-w ide financial statem en ts during th e 
rep orting period. A ctual results could differ from  th ose estim ates. Estim ates are used 
prim arily when accoun ting for depreciation, prepaid insur an ce, deferred  revenue and claim s 
payable. 

NOTE 2 - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Th e Parish m aintains a consolidated cash m anagem ent pool th at is used  by all funds exce pt 
Sales an d Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund, Section 8, an d debt service funds. Each fund 
type's portion of the consolidated  cas h pool and the account balan ce of each fund type with a 
separate bank account ar e displayed on the com bined balan ce sheet as "Cash an d Cas h 
Equivalents" or "Investm ents." 

D eposits - Prim ary G overnm ent 

At Decem ber 31, 2003, th e carrying am ount of th e Prim ary Govern m ent's deposits 
(including deman d deposit aecoun ts an d certificates Of deposit) was $11,326,647 and the 
bank balan ce was $11,827,761. Th e bank balan ce  is secured by federal depository insurance 
an d co llater al held by th e Parish's agent in the Parish's nam e. 

Certificates of deposit wi th an  original maturity of 90 days or more totaling $7,780,259 are 
clas sified  on the com bined  balan ce sheet as  "Investm ents." 

Investm ents - Prim ary G overnm ent 

The Parish's investm en ts are U.S. Treasury Bills an d Treasury Notes as  well as  obligations  of 
U .S. Governm ent Agencies. At Decem ber  31, 2003, th e investm ents in U.S. Treas ury an d 
Agen cy obligations totaled  $46,253,002. 
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NOTE 2 - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS (CONTINUED) 
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(Continued) 

C ash, Cash Equivalents and Investm ents Sum m ary - Prim ary Governm ent 

The following is a reconciliation of the carrying am ount of deposits and investm ents to "Cash 
an d Cash Equivalents" and "Investm ents" for the Prim ary Govern m ent on the com bined 

balance sheet. 

Cash and cash equivalents 
D eposits 
In vestm ents 
Cash on hand 

Total cash and cash equivalents 

Investm ents: 
Certificates of deposit 
Investments (U.S. Treasury Notes, Bonds and Bills) 

Total investm ents 

Th e above stated bank balan ces are categorized as follows 

Category 1 - 

Category 2 - 

Category 3 

A m ount insured by FD IC 
A m ount collateralized w ith securities held by the 
pledging financial institution's trust departm ent in 

the Parish's nam e 
A m ount uncollateralized and collateratized w ith 

securities held by the pledging financial institution 
or by its tru st departm ent or agent but not in file 

Parish's nam e 

Investments not subject to categorization 

Total cash and investm ents 
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$ 3,546,388 
1,505,423 

3,300 

5.055.111 

7,780,259 
44,747,579 

52,527,838 

$ 57,582,949 

700,000 

11,127,761 

46,253,002 

$ 58,080,763 
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N O TE 3 - ACCO UN TS RECEIVA BLE AN D DUE FRO M  O TH ER  G O VERNM ENTS 

Accotmts receivable at December 31, 2003 for the fund financial statements, were as follows 

Prim ary Governm ent 
Ad valorem  taxes 

Sales and use taxes  
Licenses foes 

Assessm ent fees 

Interest 

Other  

Total primary gov~ian ent 

Com ponent Units 
Third-party payors 

Patient accounts receivable 
Fees, charges, and commissions 

Sales and use tax 

W ater  fees 
O her  

Subtotal 

Less allowanc~e for doubtful accounts 

Total comt~nent units 

Total 

$ 9,551,531 
1,903,206 

6,720 

62,156 
228,566 
549,229 

12,301,408 

273,528 
3,382,378 

152,479 
445,112 

35,123 

299,958 

4,588,578 

(1,681,381) 

2,907,197 

$ 15,208,605 
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N O TE 3 - A CCO UN TS RECEIVABLE AN D DUE FR O M  O TH ER  GO VERN M EN TS 

(CONTINUED) 

Due from  other governm ents at D ecember 31, 2003, consists of the follow ing: 

Prim ary G overnm ent 
State of Louisiana 
State revenue sharing 
Parish transportation 
Severance tax 
Beer tax 
Grants 
Other 

Total prim ary govern m ent 

Com ponent Units 
State revenue sharing 
Departm ent of Social Services 

Fines and forfeitures 
O ther 

Total com ponent units 

Total 

N OTE 4 - AD VALOREM  TAXES 

For th e year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003, taxes 
prim ary governm en t with  assessed valuations 

follows: 

$ 570,143 
96,058 
29,935 
8,500 

968,882 
138,813 

1,830,331 

53,370 
72,494 
124,241 

__  
158,175 

408,280 

$~  2,238.611 

of $9,551,531 were levied on property by the 
totaling $583,033,010 and were dedicated as 

General: 
Outside municipal limits $ 2.86 
Inside municipal lim its 1.43 

East Ascension Drainage 5.00 
W est Ascension Drainage 10.00 
Lighting Districts 1.00 - 5.01 
Health Unit 2.00 
M ental Health  Unit 2.00 
Library M aintenance 6.80 
Council on Aging 1.50 

Information concerning ad valorem  taxes for the Parish's discretely presented com ponent 
units can be foun d in th e separately issued financial statem ents of each com ponent unit. 
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(Continued) 

The 1974 Louisiana Constitution (Article 7, Section 18) provided that land and 
im provem ents for residential purposes be assessed  at 10%  of fair m arket value; other 
property an d electric cooperative properties, excluding lan d, ar e to be assessed at 15% ; and 
public service properties, excluding lan d, ar e to be assessed  at 25%  of fair m arket value. Fair 

market value is determined by the elected assessor of the Parish on all property subject to 
taxation except public service properties, which ar e valued  by th e Louisian a Tax 
Commission (LRS 47:1957). The correctness of assessments by the Assessor is subject to 
review an d certification by the Lo uisiana Tax Comm ission. The Assessor is required  to 
reappraise all property subject to taxation at intervals of not more than four years. In 
previous years, tax es paid under protest were held by the Sheriff an d was subject to review 
by th e Louisian a Tax Com m ission. During 2001, th e Lo uisian a Legislature changed  this law 
whereby the Sheriff rem its such am oun ts paid in protest directly to each govern ing body. As 
a result, no am oun ts were held in protest by the Sheriff  at December 31, 2003. 

Th e Sheriff of Ascension Parish, as provided by State Law (LRS 33:1435), is the offi cial tax  
co llector of general property tax es levi ed  by th e Parish and Parish Special D istricts. 

Th e 2003 property tax calendar is as follows: 

M illage Rates Adopted  
Levy Date 
D ue Date 
Lien Date 
Collection D ates 

O ctober 2, 2003 
O ctober 2, 2003 
N ovem ber 15, 2003 
January 1; 2004 
D ec em ber 1, 2003 to February 28, 2004 

Property taxes becom e delinquent Jan uary 1 of th e follow ing year. If taxes  are not paid by th e 
due date, tax es bear  interest at th e rate of one an d one-fourth per cent per m onth  un til th e 
tax es are paid (LRS47:2101). After notice is given to the delinquent taxpayers, the Sheriff is 
required by th e Constitution of the State of Louisian a to sell the leas t quantity of property 
necessary to settle the tax es and interest owed  (LRS 47:2181). Therefore, there are no 
delinquent tax es at year-end. 

All property taxes are recorded in govern m ental funds, as  explain ed  in N ote 1. Revenues in 
governm ent funds are recognized in  the accounting period in  whi ch th ey becom e available 
an d m easurable. Property tax es  are co nsidered  m easurable in th e calendar  year of th e tax  
levy. A ccordin gly, th e en tire tax  roll, les s an  estim ate for un co llectible tax es  whi ch 
approxim ates  2%  for 2003, is reco rded  as revenue in the current calen dar year. Unco llectible 
tax es ar e th ose taxes , which bas ed on past experien ce, will not be co llected in th e subsequent 
year an d are primarily due to subsequen t adjustments to the tax roll. No allowan ce for 
un collectible tax es is recorded  at D ecem ber 31, 2003. 

All of th e taxes  receivable at the en d of th e year  ar e co nsidered  available. Availab le m eans 
due, or past due an d receivable wi thin th e curren t period or expected  to be collected soon 
enough th ereafter to pay liabilities of th e current period. In  th e fund finan cial statem ents, 
property taxes ar e considered available because th ey ar e substantially collected  by th e tax 
collec tor with in 60 days subsequent to year-end an d th erefore available to liquidate liabilities 
of th e current period. Virtually all collections are m adew ithin this tim e fram e. 



N O TE 5 - RESTRICTED ASSETS 
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Restricted assets of the discretely presented com ponent units at Decem ber 3 t, 2003, w ere as 
follow s: 

Cash and cas h equivalents - special revenue funds 
Cash an d cas h equivalents - proprietary funds 
Investm ents 

Total 

NOTE 6 - FIXED ASSETS 

90,337 
60,373 

655.052 

$ 805.762 

A sum m ary of chan ges in capital assets for the prim ary governm ent for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2003, is as  follow s: 

Governmental activities: 
Capital assets, not being depreciated: 
Land 
Construction in progress 

Total capital assets, not being depreeioted 

Capital assets, being depreciated: 
Buildings 
Vehicles 
Equipment 
Fum iture and fixtures 
Library materials 
Infrastructure 

Total capital assets being depreciated 

Less accumulated depreciation for: 
Buildings 

Vehicles 
Equipment 
Furniture and fixtures 
Library materials 
Infrastructure 

Total accumulated depreciation 

Total capital assets, being depreciated, net 

Govenm~ntal activities cap ital assets, net 

Business-Type Activities: 
Capital assets, not being depreciated: 
Construction in progress 

Capital assets being depreciated: 
Sewer system 
Less ac cumulated depreciation 

Total capital assets, being depreciated, net 

Bas iness-type activities cap ital assets, net 

Beginning 
Balance Increases Decreases 

$ 5,529,848 
8,521,774 

14,051,622 

24,514,974 
8,535,415 
8,724,487 
1,941,576 

1,725,266 
114,447,127 

159,888,845 

8,241,006 
4,390,121 
5,031,895 
1,874,557 
952,104 

50,593,966 

71,083,649 

88,805,196 

$ 102,856,818 

$ 317,488 

401,308 

(40,B1) 

36t.177 

$ 1,521,396 
6,939,994 

8,461,390 

1,287,100 
566,668 

819,783 
40,110 
505,822 

3,731,390 

6~50,g73 

68~417 
727,821 
965,476 
31,209 
392,964 

7,345,790 

1o,152,677 

(3,201,8o4) 
$ 5,259,586 

$ 
(3,083,143) 
(3,083,143) 

(146,311) 
(329,369) 
(1,818,554) 
(266,261) 

(2,560,495) 

(146,311) 
(329,369) 
(1,798,798) 
(266,261) 

(2,540,739_) 

(19,756) 

$ 750,903 $ 

(20,065) 

(2o ~ ) 

Ending 
Balan ce 

$ 7,051,244 
12,378,625 

19,429,869 

25,802,074 

8,955,772 
9,214,901 
163,132 

1,964,827 
118,178,517 

164,279,223 

8,930,423 
4,971,631 
5,668,002 
106,968 

1,078,807 
57,939,756 

78,695,587 

85,583,636 

$ 105,013,505 

$ 1,068,391 

401,308 

(6~196) 

341.112 
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D epreciation expense was charged to functions/program s of the prim ary governm ent as 
follow s: 

Governm ental activities: 

Genial govem mem 

Public safety 
Public wodcs 

Health and welfare 

Culture and recreation 
Ttmas~ rtation arid development 

Total depreciation extxame - governmental activities 

A sum m ary of changes in capital as sets for com ponent units is as  follows 

District Attorn ey 
Equipment and fum itth"e 
Automobiles 

Total 
Less: accumulated depreciation 
Total Di strict Attorney 

Ascension Parish Sheriff 
Land 
Building and equipment 

Total 
Less: accumulated depreciation 

Total Ascension Parish Sheriff 

Ascoasion Parish Clerk of Court 
~ luipm~  

Less: acctanulated depreciation  

Total Aseem ion  Parish Clerk of 
Court 

Ascon si~  Parish Assesssor 
Vehicles  
O~ice equipraent 

Total 

Less: accunmlated depreciation 
Total Ascension Parish Assessor 

Ascension Parish Co urt 
Equipment, fumitme and fixtures 
Less: accturmlated depreciation 
Total Parish Co urt 

Beginning 
Balm  Additions Deletions 

$ 479,067 
33,054 

512,121 

(278,080) 

$ 1,220,000 
6,654,703 

7,874,703 

(3,828,472) 
$ 4,046,231 

$ 23A89 
8,000 

31,489 

(71,306) 

$ 
784;288 

784,288 

(416,356) 
$ 367,932 

$ 237,085 
701,738 

974,631 

109,701 

794,067 

7,335,455 

(239,011) 

$ 
__  (254,694) 

(254,694) 
249,419 

$ (5,275) 

Ending 
Balance 

263,545 
41,054 

304,599 

(169,023) 
$ 135,576 

$ 1,220,000 
7,184,297 

8,404,297 

(3,995,a09) 
$ 4,408,888 

S 835,132 $ 81,445 $ (92,038) $ 824,539 
(488,378) (115,827) 85,258 (518,947) 

$ 36,979 , $ $ 
75,643 32,144 

112,622 32,144 

(46,578) (23,488) 
$ 66,044 $ 8,656 $ 

$ 130,676 
(82,468) 

$ 48,208 

36,979 
107.787 

144,766 

(70,066) 
$ 74,700 

$ 130,676 

(100,913) 
$ 29,763 



NOTE 6 - FIXED ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

A summary of changes in capital assets for component units (continued) 

Beginning 
Balance Additions Deletions 

Ascension Parish Judicial Expense Fund 
Building Improvements $ 6,681 
Equipment 54,244 

Total 60,925 

Less: accumulated depreciation (33,468_ ) 
Total Ascension Parish Judicial Expe nse Fund $ 27

,457 

Indigent Defenders Board 
Equipment an d fnmiture 
Less: accumulated depreciation 
Total Indigent Defenders Board 

$ 10,531 

__  (626) 
$ 9,905 

East Ascension Hospital Service District 
Land 70,000 
Land improvements 101,446 
Building and improvements 8,433,166 
Equipment 4,224,115 

Total 12,828,727 

Less: accumulated depreciation (9,236,449) 
Total East Ascension Hospital Service District $ 3

,592,278 

W est Ascension Hospital Service District 
Land 
Buildings and grounds 
Fixed equipment 
Furniture an d fixtures 

Total 
Less: accumulated depreciation 
Total W est Ascension Hospital Service 

District 

Ascension Parish W ater Works District 2 
W ater System 
Less: accumulated depreciation 

Total Ascension Parish W ater 

W orks District 2 

Ascension Consolidated Utilities District No. I 

W ater System 

Total 
Less: accumulated deprei.'iation 

Total Ascension Consolidated Utilities 

District No. 1 

$ t4,042 
1,928,779 
1,532,830 

33,257 

3,508,908 

(2,010,216) 

$ $ 
15,377 

15,377 

(10,763) 
$ 4,614 

$ $ 

__  (1,876) 
$ (1,876) 

$ $ 

487,148 
115.423 

602,571 

(387,802) 
$ 214,769 
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Ending 
Balan se 

$ 6,681 
69,6;~1

.
1 

76,302 

$ 32,071 

$ 10,531 
(2,502) 

$ 8,029 

27.479 

70,000 
101.446 

8,920,314 
4,339,538 

13,431,298 

(9,596,77~ ) 

$ 
8,831 

8,831 

. (155,6t_0) 

(163,822) 

(163,822) 
210.464 

14~42 
1,937,610 
1,369,008 
33,25

_ 27 
3,353,917 

_  (1,955)6~  

$ 1,498,692 ~  $ 46,64~  $ 1,398,55_5  

$ 741,025 

(218,461) 
$ 1,520 

04,9!6) 

$ 5,0OO 
156,825 

161,825 

006,427) 

$ 
521.100 

521,100 

. (11,508) 

$ 742,545 

(23337,~2~ 

$ 509,168 

$ $ 
(156,825) 

(156,825) 
107.078 

$ 55,398 ~  509,592 $ (49,747) 

59 

5,000 
521.100 

526,100 

(10,857_ _ _) 

$ 515,243 



NOTE 6 - FIXED ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

A summary of changes in capital assets for component units (continued): 

Ascension Parish Conxmafication District 
Building In,pro veiig'nts 
Equipraent 

Total 

Less: accunmlated deprecialion 

Total Ascension Parish 
Conmatmication District 

Cfi~ nal Court 
Equipn~nt and fumiaae 
Less: acoamthted depreciation 
Total Criminal Court 

Total component traits capital assets 
Less: total acctmmlated dep reciation 

Total corc~ nent units capital assets, net 

NOTE 7 - LO N G-TERM  DEBT 

Beginning 
Balance Additions Deletions 

$ 45,040 
790,825 

835,865 

(406,161) 

$ 429.704 

$ 

$ $ 
16,926 

16,926 

_  (85,034) 

$ 228,114 

(2,968) 
$ 225.146 
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~ ldmg 
Balan~  

$ 45,040 
807.751 

852,~ 1 

(491,1~) 

$ 228,114 
_ (2,968) 
$ 225,146 

$ 27,613,060 $ 2,323,805 $ (906,390) $ 29,030,475 
_ . (16,735,784) _ (1,315,899) 860,061 (17,191,622) 
$ 10,877,276 $ 1,007,9

_ . 06 $
._  (46,329)$ 11,838,853 

D EBT O UTSTAN DIN G  - G O V ERNM ENTAL ACTIV ITIES 

The following is a summary of long-term debt tran sactions for the primary government for 
govern m ental activities for the year ended  December 31

, 2003: 

Public improvement $ 
Certificate of indebtedness 
Special ass~ smem 
Lease payable 
Aeerued vacation leave 

Balance 
Beginning 
of Year Additions Deletions 

32,710,000 
215,000 
270,000 
137,552 
886~41 

$ 2,310,000 
105,000 
270,000 
65,596 

138,949 

Balance 
End of 
Year 

Due W ithin 
One Year 

$ 30,400,000 $ 2,425,000 
110,000 110,000 

71,956 
1~025,590 

71,956 

$ 34,219,193 $ 138,949 $ 2750,596 $ 31,607,546 $ 2,606,956 

Long-term  debt obligations for the prim ary gov~ ent for governm ental activities at 
D ecem ber 31, 2003, are com prised of the following indivi dual issues: 

P ublic Improvem ent Bonds 

Sales and Use Tax D istrict N o. 1 

$1,810,000 Public improvem ent sales tax refunding bonds 
dated August 1996; due in annual installments of$115,000 - 
$230,000 through 2007; interest at 4.1% - 5.4% . See Note g. $ 600

,000 
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NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

DEBT OUTSTANDING - PRIM ARY GOVERNM ENT (CONTINUED) 

East Ascension M ajor Drainage Sales and Use Tax 

Exhibit A-14 

(Continued) 

$10,605,000 Drainage public improvement refunding bonds 
dated July 18, 1996; due in annual installm ents of $215,000 - 
$1,230,000 through 2011; interest at 3.6% - 5.55% . See Note 8. 6,730,000 

$10,000,000 Drainage serial bonds dated  April 1, 1999; 
due in annual installm ents of $360,000 - $790,000 
through  2018; interest at 3.95% - 5.125% 8,590,000 

$16,000,000 Public improvem ent and refunding bonds dated 
Novem ber 1, 2001; due in annual installm ents of $740,000 - 
$1,470,000 through  November 2016; interest at 3.5% - 4.55%. 
See N ote 8. 14.480.000 

Total public im provem ent bonds 

$800,000 Council on Aging certificate of indebtedness; due 
in annual installments of $100,000 - $110,000 thr ough M arch 2004; 

30,400,000 



NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

Debt Service R equirem ents to M aturity 
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The annual debt service requirem ents to am ortize outstanding long-term  debt of the prim ary 
governm ent at Decem ber 31, 2003 are as follows: 

2004 
2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009-2013 
2014-2018 

Public 
Im provem ent 

Bonds 

$ 2,425,000 $ 
2,425,000 
2,555,000 
2,705,000 
2,710,000 

9,795,000 
7.785.000 

In tere~ 

1,363,780 

1,256,845 

1,151,157 

1,034,258 

907~28 
2,989,228 

902,622 

Totals $ 30,400,000 $ 9,605,518 

Bond R~ W iefions 

ParCh Sales Tax Bonds 

Certificate 
of 

Indebtedness 
Principal Interest Principal In terest 

$ 110,000 $ 3,300 $ 71,956 $ 380 

$ 110,000 

Under the term s of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Im provem ent Sales Tax 
Bonds - Series 1995 and 1996, proceeds of th e 1.5%  Parish Sales an d U se Tax are pled ged  
an d ded icated  for file establishm ent an d m aintenance of the following bond funds: 

Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Series 2001 and Sales Tax  Refunding Bonds - 
Series 1996 - Sinking Fund to be used for the paym ent of principal an d interest on 
outstanding bonds as  they becom e due an d payable. M onthly paym en ts are to be equal to th e 
sum  of one-sixth  of in ter est fallIn g due on th e next inter est paym ent date and one-twelfth of 
principal falling due on the next principal paym ent date. 

Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Sales Tax Refunding Bond Series 1996 - Reserve 
Fund to be used solely for the purpose of paying principal an d interest on bonds payable 
from  the Bond Sinking Fund, as  to which th ere would oth erwise be default. The sum of 
$265,478 has been  deposited  therein for this requirem ent. 

D rainage Sales T ax Bonds - Series 1995 

Under the term s of the indenture authorizing the issuan ce of Public Improvement (Drainage) 
Bonds - Series ST 1991, 1993, an d 1999 proceed s of th e 1/2%  drainage sales an d use tax are 
pledged  an d ded icated for th e establishm ent an d m aintenan ce of the following bond funds : 



NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM  DEBT (CONTINUED) 

Bond Restrictions (continued) 

Certificate of Indebtedness - Series 1995 
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Industrial Bond Issues 

The Long-Term  D ebt Account Group does not include Pollution Control Revenue Bonds, 
Industrial Revenue Bonds, Environm ental Im provem ent Revenue Bonds and Solid W aste 
Disposal Revenue Bonds issued under the authority of the Parish of Ascension. Obligations 
of th e in dustrial districts are payable solely from  the incom e derived from  the industrial 
districts and do not bear th e full faith an d cred it of the Parish. 

Long-Term  D ebt - Com ponent Units 

A surmnary of long-term  debt obligations  for th e co m ponent un its are as follows 

Com pensated  absences: 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

Revenue bonds: 
Aseension Parish W ater W orks District No. 2 
Ascens ion Consolidated  Utilities District No. 1 

$ 782,034 
52,498 

189,970 
78,177 

Legal Debt M argin 

Com putation of legal debt m argin for general obligation bonds is as follows: 

A d Valorem  taxes - A ssessed  valuation, 2003 tax rolls 

Debt limit: 10% of assessed valuation (for any one purpose) 
Debt limit: 15% of assessed valuation (for sewerage purposes) 
Debt limit: 35% of assessed valuation (aggregate, all purposes) 

$ 583.033.010 
$ 58.303.301 
$ 87.454.952 
$ 204.061.554 

Th ere ar e no outstanding bonds secured  by ad valorem  taxes of th e Parish at this tim e. 



N O TE 8 - DEDICATED R EVENUE 

Parish Sales Tax - Prim ary G overnm ent 
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The Parish has a one percent sales and use tax levied for the purpose of funding activities of 
th e Parish. Th e Council participates in centralized  sales tax adrninis~ation for all 
governm ental units of the Parish. 

Th e proceeds of th e tax, after paying reas onable an d necessary expenses of adm inistration, 
were dedicated by th e Parish for 2003, as follows: 

1. Debt service for long-term debt issued  for ren ovation and expan sion of the Parish jail, 
and road construction and m aintenan ce, 

2. 10 percent of net sales tax co llections  to be used  for recreational operations an d facilities, 

3. Am ounts determ ined through the budget process required  by the General Fund an d Road 
an d Bridge Fund for bas ic services, 

4. Excess sales tax revenues up to $400,000 are dedicated to the ded icated special project 
fund for health un it costs, a Parish an im al shelter and a drug co urt, an d 

5. Any rem aining excess sales tax  revenues are ded icated  to the Road Construction Fund for 
road construction an d m aintenan ce of roads. 

Cons istent with  the voter approved ded ication of th e parish sales and use tax , tran sfers from  
th e Sales Tax  Fund are being used to retire Public Improvem ent Sales Tax Bonds, Series 
1987, and 1996. See Note 7. 

R estricted Sales Tax 

In 1984, the voters of East Ascension Drainage District N o. 1 approved a one-half of one 
percent sales an d use tax for the Drainage District. The proceeds of th e sales tax  are dedi- 
cated  to drainage projects, to include the retiremen t of the Public Improvement (Drainage) 
Bonds - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991, an d 1993. See N ote 7. 

In 1994, the voters of Asce ns ion Parish approved a one-half of one percent sales and use tax  
dedicated  to road maintenan ce and cons truction (2/3 of proceeds) an d fire protection districts 
(1/3 of proceeds) to include the retirement of the Public Im provem ent Sales Tax Bonds, 
Series - 1995. See Note 7. 



N O TE 9 - PENSIO N PLAN 

Parochial Em ployees' R etirem ent System  of Louisiana 
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Plan D escription - Substantially all em ployees of the Parish are m em bers of the Parochial 

Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer 
defined benefit pension plan adm inistered by a separate boar d of trustees. The System is 
com posed  of two distinct plans, Plan  A and Plan B, with separ ate assets an d benefit 
provisions. All em ployees of the Parish are m em bers of Plan  B. 

All perm an ent em ployee s working at least 28 hours per  week who ar e paid wholly or in part 
from parish funds are eligible to participate in th e System . Under  Plan  B, em ployees who 
retire at or after age 65 w ith at leas t 7 year s of creditable service, at age 60 w ith at least 10 
years of er editable service or at or after age 55 with at least 30 year s of creditable service ar e 
entitled  to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onth ly for life, equal to 2 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year  of cred itable service. Final-average salary is the em ployee's 

average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. 
Employee s who term inate with at least the am ount of cred itable service stated above an d do 
not w ith draw th eir em ployee contributions m ay retire at the ages specified above and receive 
th e benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The System  also provides death  an d disability 
ben efits. Benefits ar e established  or am ended by state statute. 

The System  issues an  annual publicly available finan cial report th at includes finan cial 
statem ents an d required supplem entary in form ation for the System . That rep ort m ay be 
obtained  by writing to th e Par ochial Em ployees' Retirem en t System , Post Office Box 14619, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (225) 928-i361. 

Funding Policy. Under Plan  B, m ember s are req uired by state statue to contribute 3.0 percent 
of th eir annual cover ed  salary an d the Parish is required  to co ntribute at an actuarially 
determ ined rate. The current rate is 3.75 per cent of amaual covered payroll. The System  also 
receives revenue sharing funds each year  as appropriated by th e Legislature. Th ese tax an d 
revenue sharing dollars ar e divi ded  betw een Plan  A an d Plan  B based  proportionately on the 
salaries of th e active m em bers of each plan . Th e co ntribution req uirem ents of plan m em bers 
an d the Parish are established an d may be am en ded  by state statute. As provided by 
Louisian a Revised  Statu te 11:103, th e em ployer contributions ar e determ ined  by actuarial 

valuation an d are subject to change each year based  on the results of the valuation for the 
prior fiscal year . 

Th e Parish's co ntributions  to the system  under Plan  B for the year  ended Dec em ber 31, 2003 
were $359,755. 
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N O TE 10 - DEFERR ED C O M PEN SATIO N PLAN 
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The Parish offers its em ployees a deferred com pensation plan created in accordan ce with 
Internal Revenue Code Section 457. Th e Plan  is adm inistered  by N ationw ide Retirem ent 

Solutions, Inc. (Nationwide). The plan , available to all Parish employees, permits them to 
defer a portion of their salary until future years. Participation in th e plan  is optional . Th e 
deferred com pensation is not available to em ployees until term ination, retirem ent, death, or 
an  un foreseeable em ergency. In accordance with  th e am en ded provisions of Intem al Reven ue 
Code, all am oun ts deferred  un der th e plan, all property and rights purchased  w ith  those 

amoun tS, and all income attributable to those am ounts, property or fights are solely the 
property and rights of the participants and their beneficiaries. As required , the Parish 
established  a custodial accoun t with  a third party adm inistrator who will hold th e assets an d 

inco me of the plan . Assets totaling $1,328,985 are held by Nationwide un der agreement wi th 
the Parish. 

Th e Parish has im plem ented GA SB Statem ent N o. 32, Accounting and Financial Reporting 

for Internal Revenue Code Section 457 Deferred Compensation Plans. Under this statement, 
governm ents who have no responsibility for th e plan an d are not form ally considered th e 
plan 's trustee are not required  to report the plan  in its financial statem ents. Since th e Parish 
plan is held in a cus todial accoun t w ith a third party adm inistrator, the assets an d liabilities 
ar e not presented  in th e Parish's finan cial statem ents. 

N O TE 11 - IN TERFt~ D TRAN SA CTION S 

Interfund receivable and payable balances 

Th e interfund balan ces of the prim ary governm ent at D ecem ber 31, 2003, w ere as follow s: 

In dividual Fund 
Prim ary Governm ent: 
Governm ental Activities': 
G eneral Fund: 
Sales  and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund 
Library Fun d 
Crim inal Court 
Oth er Fun ds 

Special R evenue Funds: 
East A scension Drainage Fun d: 

East Ascension Drainage M ajor Fun d 
East Ascension Drainage Major Fun d: 
Eas t Ascension Drainage Fun d 

Sales an d U se Tax D istrict N o. 1 Fund: 
General Fund 
Road an d Bridge Fund 
Recreation Fund 
W est A scension Drain age Fund 
M en tal Health Fun d 
Law Office Fun d 
Bayou Terrace  Bond Fun d 

Receivable Payable 

$ 392,400 

25,439 
10 

943,468 

1,344,558 

210,966 
65,152 
5,881 
3,245 

$ 1,344,558 
101,053 

943,468 

392,400 
341,900 
88,351 



NOTE 11 - INTERFUND TRANSACTIONS (CONTINUED) 

lnterfund receivable and payable balances 

Special Revenue Funds (continued): 
Country Ridge M aintenance Fund 
Road Lighting District N o. 4 Fund 
LCDBG - Trailerland Grant Fund 
Section 8 Fund 
Geism er Com m unity Cen ter 

Bunnhood/Fontana Canal Project 
Judicial District Fam ilies in Need 

of Service Fun d 
Sales an d U se Tax District N o. 2 Fun d: 
Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 2 Fun d 

Road Project Fund 
Sales an d U se Tax D istrict N o. 2 Sinking Fun d 

Nonmajor special revenue funds 
Capital Projects Funds: 
Road Project Fun d: 
Sales and Use Tax D istrict N o. 2 Fun d 

Nonmajor capital project funds 
D ebt Service Funds: 

Nonmajor debt service funds 

Total governm ental activities 

Business-type A cavities: 
Trailerland Sewer System  
Coun try Ridge Sewer  System  

419 
4,565 
85,432 
26,404 
43,883 
73,874 

677,589 

159,170 

117 467 
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5,417 

13,832 
124,486 
159,170 
117,467 
312,968 

120,312 

3,245 

4,179,922 4,068,627 

85,437 
419 

Total prim ary governm ent 4,179,922 4,154,483 

Com ponent U nits: 
Governm ental A cavities: 
Crim inal Court Fund: 
Gen eral Fund 

Total interfund balances $_  
4.179.922 
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4.179.922 



NOTE 11 - INTERFUND TRANSACTIONS (CONTINUED) 

Interfund transfers 
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The following exchange of funds between the Prim ary Governm ent and its discretely 
presented com ponent units are classified as external transactions on the Governm ent-wide 
Statem ent of A ctivities as  of Decem ber 3 t, 2003: 

Primary Government: 

General Fund 

Nonmajor Special Revenue Fund 
Nonmajor Capital Project Fund 

Com ponent Units: 
Criminal Court 

Total 

Operating Exchanges 

(To)/From Primary 
Government 

Operating Exchanges 

(To)/From Component 
Units 

350.400 

(368,000) 
36,600 

09,000) 

$ 350,400 $ (350,400) 

N O TE 12 - CO M M ITM ENTS AN D CO NT IN G EN CIE S 

Suits and Claim s 

V arious suits and claim s arising in the ordinary co urse of operations are pending against the 

Parish. The majority of the cases are either co vered  by insuran ce or other defenses; however, 
the ultim ate effect of such litigation cannot be as certained  at this tim e. These claim s consist 
of environm ental issues, im proper m aintenan ce of roads, co ntractual disputes and im proper 
right of ways. It is the opinion of Parish m anagem ent that the ultimate resolution of such 
litigation will not have a m aterial effect on th e finan cial position of the Parish. 

Construction Contracts 

At Decem ber 31, 2003, the Parish had outstan din g com m itm ents res ulting from  co ns truction 
contracts of approximately $2,860,000 an d en gineering contracts of approxim ately 
$2,549,000. 

Environm ental Contingencies 

M an agem ent of th e Parish are not aw ar e of any unrecorded  m aterial com m itm ents or 
contingent environm ental liabilities. Environm ental co ntingen cies have been m itigated  by 
testin g of the sewer system s On a regular bas is an d provi ding th e test results to the proper  
environm ental authorities. 



NO TE 12- 

G rants 

AND CONTINGENCIES (CONTINUED) 
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The Parish of Ascension receives Federal and State grants for specific purposes that are 

subject to audit by the gran tor agencies. Such audits could lead to requests for 
reim bursem ent to the grantor agency for expenditures disallowed under term s of th e gr ant. It 
is the opinion of Parish m an agem ent th at th e Parish's com plian ce with th e term s of gr ants 
will result in negligible, if any, disallow ed costs. 

As of December 31, 2003, the reim bursed expenditures to the Parish through the Fed eral 
Em ergency M anagem en t Agency for flood m itigation were under investigation by regulatory 
an d granting agencies. Th e granting agency investigation could lead to requests for 
reim bursem ent of gran t funds previously received. The ul tim ate outcom e of this 
investigation cannot be ascertained  at th is tim e an d no liability for potential refund of 
previously received  gr an t funding has  been recorded in th ese finan cial statem ents. 

Risk M anagem ent 

Th e Parish is exposed to various risks of losses related  to torts; theft of, dam age to, an d 

destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; an d natural disasters for 
which the Parish carries co mmercial insuran ce. There were no major chan ges to insuran ce 
co verage during 2003. 

N O TE 13 - SELF IN SURANCE 

Th e Parish has a self-insured retention program (SIR) within the internal service fund for 
potential liabilities. Claim s in excess of the self-insur ed retention am oun ts ar e co vered 
through third-party lim ited  co verage insuran ce policies. The Parish is self-insur ed with 
excess coverage in these areas: (a) worker's co mpensation liability with a two-year period 
retention of $250,000 per occurrence with an  aggregate limit of $1,000,000, an d (b) liability 
(including automobile, general liability, products and property) with a $100,000 per 
occurrence limit an d annual aggregate limits of $600,000. 

All funds of th e Parish participate in th e progr am  and m ake paym ents to the internal service 
fund bas ed  on actuarial estim ates of am oun ts need ed to pay prior an d current year  claims. 
Th e Parish engaged  an actu ary to determ ine the req uired self-in sur an ce res erve, including 
claim s incurred but not yet reported . As of th e end of that fiscal year, it w as  actu arially 
determined  that the undisen unted  loss reserve was $1,141,759. This reserv e represents 
reported  losses of approximately $527,000 an d includes claims incurred  but not yet reported 
approxim ating $614,800. Chan ges in this reserve am ount in fiscal year 2003 is as follows: 

Current-year Claim s an d 
Balan ce at Chan ges in Estim ates Balance  at 
Beginning of Incurred  Curren t Decreas e in Estim ated Claim  End of 
Fiscal Year Year  Expense Prior Year Claim s Paym ents Fiscal Year 
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Deficit Fund Balance 
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Prim ary Governm ent: 

The Law Officers' Court Fund, and Bunnhood/Fontan a Can al Project Fund have fund 
deficits of $2,921 an d $16,848, respectively, at Decem ber 31, 2003. 

Expenditures Exceeding Appropriations 

Excess of expenditures over appropriations in individual funds or departm ents within the 
funds occurred  as follows: 

Special R evenue Funds: 

East A scension Drainage Fund 
G eneral governm ent 
W est A scension Drainage Fun d 

G ener al governm ent 
Sal es &  Use Tax N o. 1 Fund 
G ener al governm ent 
Sales &  Use Tax No. 2 Fond 
General governm ent 

Operating Transfer Out: 

Fire Protection District No. 1 Fun d 
Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund 
Road Construction Fund 

Health Unit Fund 

General governm ent 

M ental Health Unit Fun d 
G en eral governm ent 

Law Offi cers' Court Fun d 
Gen eral governm en t 
Road Lighting Districts No. 1 - 7 
Gen eral governm ent 
Section 8 Fund 

G ener al gov~ h-nent 

Council On Aging Fund 

General gover nm ent 

Revised  
Budget 

Actual 

(GAAP Unfavorable 
Basis) Varian ce 

$ 61,500 $ 68,274 $ (6,774) 

70 

10,900 

110,000 

51,200 

1,192,100 

132,500 
1,239,600 

28,200 

28,200 

60,000 

8,000 

54,000 

21,700 

14,665 

122,840 

62,214 

1,257,540 

139,726 
1,384,933 

31,115 

31,115 

60,618 

8,684 

54,067 

23,338 

(3,765) 

(12,840) 

(11,014) 

(65,440) 
(7,226) 

(145,333) 

(2,915) 

(2,915) 

(618) 

(684) 

(67) 

(1,638) 
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The Parish acquired  property for approximately $1,400,000 for the purposes of constructing a 
fire protection training facility. 

NOTE 16 - COUNCIL M EM BER CO M PENSATION 

During the year ended  Dec em ber 31, 2003, Council m embers and the Parish President 
received the following as com pensation, including per diem  paym ents: 

Am ount 

Parish President - Harold M archand 
Councilm an, District 1 - A lvin Thom as, Jr. 
Councilm an, District 2 - Thom as Pearce 
Councilm an, District 3 - Adrian  Th ompson 
Councilm an, District 4 - Dudley Brown 
Councilm an , District 5 - D onnell N ickens 
Councilm an , District 6 - M ilton Vicknair 
Councilm an , District 7 - Allison Bourque 
Councilm an , District 8 - Shafter K ling 
Councilm an , District 9 - Jerry Savoy 
Councilm an , District 10 - M artin M cConnell 
Coun cilm an, District 11 - D arnell M artinez 

Total 

$ 71,173 
15,960 
15,960 

14~85 
15,050 
15,375 

15,310 

15,375 
15,375 
15,245 

15,375 

15,375 

N O TE 17 - STA TU S O F IM PLEM ENTATIO N O F W IR ELESS E911 SERVICE 

According to the A scension Parish Comm un ications D istrict's D ecem ber 31, 2002 finan cial 
statem ents, there are seven compan ies who provide wireless telephone service to 
approxim ately 34,300 custom ers with in Ascension Parish. 

The Asce nsion Parish Com m un ications  District, a component unit of th e Parish, had 
co m pleted  phase one implem entation with all seven co mpanies as of December 31, 2002. 

NOTE 18 - PRIO R  PERIOD ADJU STM ENT 

L~ 2002, activity associated with th e construction of a sew er system  w as  reported as a capital 

project fund. However, the activity related to a sewer system operated by the Parish. As a 
result, the fund was  reclassified  as a proprietary fund an d the co sts as sociated with  
co nstruction are capitalized  for 2003. Th e change resulted  in a restatem ent to retained  
earn ings of the Trailerlan d Sewer System fund of approximately $317,000. 
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PA RISH  O F ASCENSIO N 
G ENERAL FUN D 

STA TEM ENT O F R EVENU ES, EXPENDITURES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 
Franchise 

Licenses and permits 

Occupational 
Alcoholic beverages 
Building 
M obile home 
Planning fees 
Other 

Iutergovem mental 
Severan ce 
State revenue sharing 
Beer 
Civil defense 
State tax rebate 
Environmental protection 
Grants ~ 
M iscellaneous 

Fines 
M iscellaneous  
Interest 
Other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 
General governm ent 
Public safety 
Health an d welfare 
Grants and appropriations 
Culture and recreation 

For the ended year December 31, 2003 

Original 

Budget 
Final 

Budget 

$ t,174,700 $ 1,173,200 
169,000 200,000 

800,000 
17,200 

500,000 
5,000 

79~00 
14.800 

130,000 
110,300 
41,800 

18~00 
25,000 

198,200 
1,400 

850,000 
17,200 

627,000 
5,000 
79,000 
15,200 

103,000 
119,600 
41,800 
41,200 
25,000 

538,200 

40A00 
39,600 

36A00 

3,317,700 3,951,800 

5,628,600 
629,100 
224,000 
249,600 
80,500 

5,999,700 
674,300 
222,200 
605A00 
80,500 

Actual 

1,153,289 
210,904 

907,326 
15,901 

745,447 
7,600 

107,745 
30,950 

98,306 
117,454 
45,495 
42,000 
25.000 

442,718 
41,185 

285 
47,546 

4.039A51 

5,682,989 
561,691 

181~46 
491,472 

Exhibit B 

Vadance- 
favorable 

(unfavorabl~ 

(19,911) 
10,904 

57,326 

(1,299) 
118,447 
2,600 
28,745 
15,750 

(4,694) 
(2,146) 
3,695 
800 

(95A82) 
785 

(39,600) 

285 
11.146 

316,711 
112,609 
40,354 
113,928 

77,974 2,526 

6,811,800 7,582,100 6,995,972 586,128 

Excess of expenditures over revenues (3,494,100) $ (3,630,300) $ (2,956,821) 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

G EN ER AL FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AN D CH ANG ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from sale of property 

Operating transfers in 
Road and Bridge Fund 
East Ascension Drainage Fund 
E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund 
W est Ascension Drainage Fund 
Sales and Use Tax District No.1 Fund 
Other Funds 

Operating transfers out 
Crim inal Court Fund 
Jail Fund 
Law Officers Court Fun d 
Other Fun ds  

For the ended year December 31, 2003 

O riginal 

Budget 
Final 

Budget Actual 

Exhibit B 

(Continued) 

Variance - 
favorable 

(unfavorabl~ 

$ 2,300 $ 2,354 $ 54 

192~00 
84,300 
236,000 
18,900 

4,498,800 
240,200 

(302,300) 
(1,100,000) 

(5,000) 
(486,100) 

192,200 

84300 
236,000 
18,900 

4,733,800 
240,200 

(368,000) 
(1,267,000) 

(6,600) 
(543,100) 

192,200 
84,300 
236~00 
18,900 

4,186,000 (547,800) 
240,200 

(368,000) 
(1,267,000) 

(6,600) 
(543,061) 39 

Total other financing sources 3,377,000 3,323,000 2,775,293 (547r707) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources over expenditures $ (I 17,100) $ (307,300) 

FUND BALANCE 

Beginning of year 

Residual equity transfer from  
Criminal Court Fun d 

End of year 

(181,528) $ 125,772 

307,823 

25A39 

$ 151,734 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  OF ASCENSIO N 

G EN ER AL FU ND  

STATEM ENT O F DEPARTM ENTAL EXPENDITUR ES 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

GENERAL GO VERNM ENT 
Legislative - Councilmen 
Personnel 
Official publications 
Other charges and services  
Dues and subscriptions 
Equipm ent acquisitions 
Travel and mileage 

Judicial - Parish Court 
Personnel 
Oth er charges  an d se rvice s 

Judicial - District Attnm ey 
Personnel 
Juror and witnesses 

Pros~utorial 
Insurance 
District Attorney appropriations 

Judicial - Clerk of Court 
Permanent records 
Court attendan ce 

Judicial - Coroner 
Personnel 
Profes sional 
Other charges and services 

Judicial - Justice of Peace 
Personnel 
Oth er charges  mad services 

Elec tions - Registrar of Voters 
Personnel 

Eq uipment an d maintenance 
Office supplies  
Other charges an d se rvices 
Elections - other 

Financial and Administration 

Personn el 
W odcefs compensation 
Building an d equipment rent 
Utilities  
Telephone 
Office supplies 
Courthouse supplies 
Accounting 
Insurance 
M aintenan ce  
Professional service s 

Major building repairs 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Original 
Budget 

Final 

Budget 

303,300 $ 
35,500 
11,200 
19,000 
6,900 
37,000 

49,200 
2,600 

95,500 
50,400 
50,000 
2,400 

192,500 

60,000 
21,000 

60,000 
75,000 
10,000 

70,100 
3,000 

66,200 
2,600 
5,500 
16,100 
22,000 

1,222,000 
6,400 
28,200 
120,300 
41,800 
50,500 
10,000 
70,000 
46,700 
64,200 
488,800 
40,500 

302,200 
35,500 
58,800 
19,000 
2,500 
37,000 

Actual 

290,802 
30,106 
64,146 
16,925 
2,254 
32,729 

49,100 49,328 
2,600 

95,400 
90,000 
2o~oo 
2,400 

192,500 

60~00 
21,000 

60,000 
75,000 
10,000 

69,900 
3,000 

66,000 
2,600 
5,500 
16,100 
32,000 

1,216,300 
6,400 
29,000 
120,300 
41,800 
51,400 
10,000 
96,800 
197,900 
64,100 
539,700 
58,000 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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103,211 
62,309 
1,498 
2,873 

192,500 

59,541 
15,562 

60,000 

66,070 
13,204 

71,832 
511 

65,555 
1,868 
4,981 
9,232 
18,109 

1,191,968 
6,800 
28,724 
182,9t6 
62,377 
44,773 
16,453 
98,770 
197,900 
86,447 
404,212 
16,096 

Exhibit B-1 

Variance - 
favorable 

(unfavorable) 

11,398 
5,394 

(5,346) 
2,075 
246 

4,271 

(228) 
2,600 

(7,811 ) 
27,691 
18,502 

(473) 

459 
5,438 

8,930 

(3,204) 

(1,932) 
2,489 

445 
732 
519 

6,868 
13,891 

24,332 
(4O0) 
276 

(62,616) 
(20,577) 
6,627 

(6,453) 
(1,970) 

(22,347) 
135,488 
41,904 



PARISH  OF ASCEN SION 

G EN ERAL FU ND 

STATEM ENT OF DEPARTM ENTAL EXPEN DITUR ES 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

M iscellaneous 
Dues and subscriptions 
Publication 
Travel and m ileage 
Equipment purchased 
Bayou Plan tation building 

Building Departm ent 
Personnel 
Professional 
Telephone 
M aintenance 
Offi ce supplies 
Other charges and services 
Travel and mileage 
Capital outlay - equipment 

Planning Comm ission 
Personn el 
Profes sional 
Other charges an d services 
Capital outlay - eq uipm ent 

Executive Departm ent 
Personnel 
Professional 
Utilities 
M aintenance and supplies  
Capital outlay - equipment 
Other charges an d services 

Grants Department 
Pe~onnel 
Pro fessional 
Utilities 
M aintenan ce  an d supplies  
Cap ital outlay - equipment 
Other charges and services  

GIS department 
Personnel 
Profes sional 
Offi ce supplies 
Capital outlay - equipm ent 
Repair and maintenance 
M isc ellan eous 

Total gen/~al government 

For the year ended  December 31, 2003 

O riginal Final 
Budget Budget 

75,000 $ 
6,400 
1,000 
23,700 
9,000 

10,000 

501,000 
2,000 
25,000 
4,000 
15,000 
63,900 
4,000 
21,000 

341,800 
91,500 
38,400 
2,500 

283,700 
5,400 
26,700 
24,000 
6,000 
30,300 

101,900 
22,600 
4,500 
22,000 
5,000 
16,000 

240,400 
91,000 
6,000 
40,000 
2,500 
9.000 

76,800 
6,400 
1,000 
22,800 
9,600 
10,000 

457,300 
2,000 
25,000 
4,000 
15,000 
63,900 
4,000 
21,000 

336,600 
166,500 
74,200 
2,500 

279,200 
5,400 
28,700 
25,000 
14,000 
26,800 

102,500 
22,600 
4,500 
22,000 
5,000 
15,300 

240,600 
91,000 
6,000 
41,100 
2,500 
9.100 

Actual 

Exhibit B-1 

{Continn ed) 

V adance- 
favorable 

(unfavorable) 

54,002 $ 
4,694 
431 

24,992 
3,812 

479,063 
302 

18,304 
3,142 
13,189 
28,332 

518 
14,442 

333,415 
219,532 
75,279 

261,288 
39 

43,644 
17,268 
4,442 
17,398 

79,872 
5,520 
6,053 
13,025 

10fl56 

232,242 
104,056 
4,866 
29,919 
1,77t 
4.799 

22,798 
1,706 
569 

(2,192) 
5,788 
10.000 

(21,763) 
1,698 
6,696 
858 

1,gll 
35,568 
3,482 
6,558 

3,185 

(53,032) 
(1,079) 
2,500 

17)12 
5,361 

(14,944) 
7,732 
9,558 
9,402 

22,628 
17,080 

(1,553) 
8,975 
5,000 
4,544 

8,358 

(13,056) 
1,134 
11,181 

729 
4,301 

5,628,600 5,999,700 5r682~989 316,711 

Notes  on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of th is statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

G ENERAL FU ND 

STATEM E NT OF DEPARTME NTAL EXPEN DITURES 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Sheriff  
Juvenile 
Court attendance 
Other charges and services 

Civil defense 
Personnel 
Professional 
Other charges and services 
Capital outlay - equipment 

Total public safety 

H EALTH AND W ELFARE 
Personnel 
Acquisitions 
M aintenance an d supplies  
Utilities 
Other charges an d serv ices 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

O riginal Final 

Budget Budget 

427,500 
20,000 
1,300 

130,400 
6,500 
35,400 
8,000 

629.100 

157,200 

28,900 
6,500 
31A00 

Actual 

427,500 $ 
20,000 
1,300 

130,400 
6,500 
38,400 
50,200 

156,100 
2,000 
22,800 
8,100 
33,200 

350,214 
19,650 

146 

128,828 
931 

29,718 
32,204 

561.691 

154,345 
3,649 
2,585 
6,060 

Exhibit B- 1 

~Continued) 

Variance - 
favorable 

(unfavorable) 

7Z286 
350 

1,154 

1,572 
5,569 
8,682 
17,996 

1,755 

0,649) 
2o,215 
2,040 

15~207 17,993 
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REVENUES 
Taxes 
Sales  and use 
Refunds 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues  

PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

SALES AN D U SE TAX DISTRI CT NO . 1 FUND  

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPEND IT UR ES, AND CHAN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

General governm ent 
Consolidated parish collection service 

Excess of revenues  over 
expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Sales  & Use Tax  Res erve Fund 
Sales  & Use Tax  Sinking Fund 

Operating transfers out 
Genera l Fund 
Road an d Bridge Fun d 
Courthouse Construction 
Recreation Fund 
Sales  & Use Tax Sinking Fund 
Road Cous ttuction Fund 
FINS Program Fund 
Geismar Comm un ity Center 

Bunn Hood/Fontana Canal Project 
W aste W ater  Fund 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Original 
Budget 

Final 
Budget 

$ 9,500,000 $ 9,168,000 
(50,000) (50,0O0) 

lO0 .000 

Actual 

9,104,883 

(2,773) 

47.073 

9,550,000 9,218,000 9,149,183 

110.000 110.000 

9.440.000 

7,300 
5,500 

0,498,800) 
(3,629,400) 
(70,300) 
(934,000) 
(259,500) 
(600,000) 
(65,000) 
(lOO,OOO) 

Exhibit B-3 

Variance - 
favorable 

(unfavorable) 

$ (63,117) 
47,227 

(52,927) 

(68,817) 

7,300 
5,500 

(4,733,800) 
(4,102,800) 
(70,300) 
(930,800) 
(259,500) 

(65,000) 
(167,700) 
(50,00 0) 
(167,800) 

4,621 
4,156 

O,186,000) 
(3,993,536) 
(70,300) 
(927,927) 
(259,527) 

(65,000) 
(167,700) 
(50,000) 
(167,800),, 

(2,679) 
(1,344) 

547,800 
109,264 

2,873 

(27) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (10,144~200) (10~534~900) (9,879~013). 6551887 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 
and other financing som'c~  (uses) 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

(852,670) $ 574r230 

3.683.732 

Notes  on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen t. 
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REVENUES 
Taxes 
Sales and use 
Refunds 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

PAR ISH OF ASCENSIO N 

SA LES AND  U SE TAX  DISTRICT N O . 2 FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND  CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Original 

Budget 
Final 
Budget Actual 

Exhibit B-4 

Variance - 
favorable 

(unfavorable) 

4,050,000 $ 4,050,000 $ 4,257,760 $ 
(25,000) (25,000) (3,746) 

3.000 

207,760 
21,254 

3D00 2,565 (435) 

4,028,000 4,028,000 4,256,579 228,579 

EXPENDITURES 
General governm ent 
Consolidated parish collection service 51,200 51,200 62,214 (I 1,014) 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures 3,976,800 3,976,800 4,194,365 217,565 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Sales & UsQ Tax District No. 2 Fund 11,000 11,000 

Operating transfers out 

Road Construction Fund (1,239,600) (1,239,600) 
Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund (1,192,100) (1,192,100) 
Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund (132,500) (132,500) 
Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund (1,409,600) (1,409,600) 

3,641 

(1;384,933) 
(1,257,540) 
(139,726) 
(1#09,600) 

(7,359) 

(145,333) 
(65,440) 
(7,226) 

Total other financing sources (uses) (3,962,800) (3,962,800) (4~188,158) (225,358) 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

NO NM AJO R G O VER NM EN TA L FUN D S 

Special R evenue Funds 

Special revenue funds account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to 
expenditures for specific program s. 

RO AD AN D BR IDG E FUND 

The Road and Bridge Fund accounts for m aintenan ce of Parish highways, streets, and bridges. 
Finan cing has been provided by th e appropriation of sales taxes and en titlem ent from  file State's Parish 
Transportation Fund. 

W EST ASCEN SIO N D RAINAG E FUN D 

Th e W est Ascension Drainage Fund acco unt for the m aintenan ce, improvem ents, and repairs to the 
gr avity drainage system s in th eir respective parts of the Parish. Finan cing is provided prim arily by ad 
valorem  taxes, state revenue sharing funds. 

H EALTH  UNIT FUND 

Th e H ealth Unit Fund acco unts for the operations of the Parish health  unit. Finan cing is provided 
prim arily by ad valorem  taxes an d state revenue sharing. 

M ENTA L H EALTH  FU ND 

Th e M ental Health  Cen ter Fund acco un ts for th at portion of th e oper ations of th e Parish m ental health 
center not acco unted for by the Departm ent of H ealth  an d Hospitals, Offi ce of M ental Health an d 
Substance Abuse. Financing is provided prim arily by ad valorem  taxes an d state revenue sharing. 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRI CTS NO . 1 &  2 FUN DS 

Th e Fire Protection District No. I an d No. 2 Funds accoun t for the m aintenance an d operation of a fire 
protec tion system  consisting of twelve fire service un its: M odeste Volunteer, Sunshine Volun teer, 
Pain-Alto M cCall Volun teer, Donaldsonville, Geism ar Volun teer, Galvez-Lake Volun teer, Prairieville, 
Fiffi a W ard, St. Am an t, Sorrento, Seventh District Volunteer and Gonzales. In 1994, a ded icated sales 
an d use tax of one-third of one-half of one percent was appro ved  to finan ce the Districts. In  1998, the 
Parish created th e Fire Protection District No. 2 Fun d through a residual equity tran sfer from th e Fire 
Protection District No. I Fund. The Fire Protection District N o. 2 provides funding to a fire protection 
system  for W est Ascension Parish. 
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PA RISH  O F A SCEN SIO N  

Special Revenue Funds (Continued) 

RECR EATIO N CO M M ISSIO N FUN D AN D RE CRE ATIO N B FUN D 

The Recreation Comm ission Fund accoun ts for the recreational activities for th e youth of th e Parish. 
The Com m ission is funded prim arily by an annual budgetary dedication of ten percent of th e one- 
percent parish wide sales tax. Of th e ten percent, Recreation Com m ission receives ninety percent and 
Recreation B receives ten  percent. Recreation Com m ission provides recreation program s for all 
citizens of th e east side of the parish and Recreation Fund B provi des recreation program s for the 
citizens of th e w est side of th e Parish. 

R O AD  LIG H TIN G  D ISTRICT M A INTENAN C E FUN DS 

The Road Lighting District M aintenan ce Funds account for the operations and m aintenan ce of street 
ligh ts in Districts 1 through 7. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes and state revenue sharing 
funds. 

JA IL FUN D 

Th e Jail Fund accoun ts for the operation of the Parish jail. It is finan ced primarily through  tran sfers 
from  the G eneral Fund. 

LA W  O FFICER 'S CO U RT FUND 

The Law Officer's Court Fun d acco unts for the juror an d witness fees incurred in parish court trial 
cases. Finan cing is provided  primarily through  co urt fines an d bond forfeitures. 

SECTION 8 FUND 

The Sec tion 8 Fund accoun ts for res ources granted  by th e Departm ent of Housing an d U rban  
Developm ent to provide housing assistance to low inco m e families. 

TO URIST CO M M ISSIO N FUND 

Th e Tourist Com m ission Fun d acco un ts for co llection of sales taxes  on room  rentals of hotels an d 
m otels. The Comm ission promotes local tourism . 

CO UN CIL ON AG IN G  FUND 

Th e Coun cil on A ging Fun d accoun ts for co llection of ad valorem taxes designated  for th e elderly of 
A scension Parish. 



PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

Special Revenue Funds(Continued) 

JU DICIAL DISTRICT FAM ILIES IN NEED O F SERVICES FUND 

The Judicial District Fam ilies in Need of Services Fund accounts for the Fam ilies in Need of Services 
Program , which is funded  through transfers from  th e Crim inal Court Fund and Sales and Use Tax 
D istrict N o. 1 Fun d. 

GO VERN O R 'S SAFE AND DRU G  FREE PR O G RAM  FUN D 

Th e Governor's Safe and Dra g Free Program  
Departm ent of Education for comm unity drug 
expen ditures for th e program  in 2003. 

Fund accounts for a gran t program  funded  by the 
an d violence prevention. There was no revenue or 

SUPPLEM ENTAL EN VIR ONM ENT PR O JECT FUN D 

Th e Supplemental Environment Project Fun d accoun ts for special funds received to provide emergen cy 
prep aredness services. 

DED ICATED SPECIAL PROJECT FUND 

Th e Dedicated Special Project Fund accounts for the Parish designated projects. 

LIBRA R Y FUN D 

Th e Library Fun d accoun ts for the co llection of a parish-w ide ad valorem  tax ded icated to the 
m aintenance of the library system . Th e library provides th e citizens of the parish access to library 
m aterials, books, m agazines, records, an d film s. 

FEM A - REPETITIV E LO SS REDUCTIO N 

The FEM A - Rep etitive Loss Red uction Fun d accoun ts for special gr an t funds received  to purchase 
property th at incurs consistent flood dam ages . 



D ebt Service Funds 

Debt service funds account for the accum ulation of resources for, and the paym ent of, general long-term  
debt principal and interest. 

SALES AN D USE TAX DISTRICT NO . 1 SIN KIN G  AN D RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUND S 

The Sales and Use Tax Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds are used to accum ulate m onies for 
payment of the $1,810,000 refunding bonds issued  in 1996. The bond issue is finan ced through a 
ded ication of Parish sales taxes. 

EAST A SCEN SIO N DR AIN A G E SIN K ING  AN D RE SERVE DEBT SERV ICE FUN DS 

The East Ascension Drainage Sinking and Reserve Debt Service  Funds are us ed  to acc um ulate m onies  for 
paym ent of the $1,110,000, $5,000,000, an d $2,885,000 public improvement bonds issued in 1989, 1990, 
and 199l, respectively, an d $10,605,000 public improvement refunding bonds issued  in 1996, to fund 
drainage projects of the East Ascension Drainage District of the Parish. The bond issues are financed  
through a ded ication of drainage sales taxes. 

SALES AN D USE TAX  DISTRICT NO . 2 SIN KING  DEBT SERVICE FUND 

Th e Sales and Use Tax District N o. 2 Sinking D ebt Service Fun d is used to accum ulate m onies  for 
paymen t of the $16,000,000 bond issued  in 2001 to fund road construction, maintenance an d fire 
protection. The bond issues are finan ced  through a ded ication of Parish sales taxes. Th e debt service  

reserve requiremen t is maintained  through  reserve fund insurance. 

CO UN C IL O N AG IN G  SIN K IN G  D EBT SERVI CE FUND 

The Council on Aging Sink ing Debt Service Fund 
$800,000 Certificate of Indebted ness issued in 1995. 
valorem  tax es for th e elderly. 

LIBRAR Y DEBT SERVICE FUND  

is used  to accum ulate m onies  for paym ent of th e 
Th e debt issue is financed  througl~ ded ication of ad 

The Library Debt Service Fun d is used  to accumulate m onies for th e paym en t of th e 1977 bond issue of 
$2,200,000 for the purpose of acquiring sites an d erecting buildings, including furniture, fixtures and 
equipm en t, for public libraries  in th e Parish. Th e bond is retired . 

BAYO U  TERR ACE BO ND  FUN D 

Th e Bayou Terrace Bond Fund is used  to accumulate funds for payment of the $606,960 debt issued  in 
1997 to fund road im provem en ts. The debt issue is financial by a special property as sessm ent and was  
retired  in  2003. 



Capital Projects Funds 

Capital projects funds are used to account for the expenditure of resources for major capital outlay 
projects. 

Non-major capital project funds: 

FIRE DISTRICT N O . 1 CONSTRUCTION FUND 

The Fire D istrict N o. 1 Construction Fund is used  to account for the co nstruction of Fire Departm ent 
facilities. 

SEW ER  PR OJECT FUND 

The Sewer Project Fun d is used  to account for construction of a sewer system for a portion of the 
Parish. 

O FFICE BUILDIN G  CO NSTRU CTIO N FUN D 

Th e O ffi ce Building Construction Fund is used to account for th e construction and renovation of offi ce 
facilities for th e Parish D epartm en t of Public W orks and Gonzal es M ental Health. 

W ASTE W ATER FUND 

The W aste W ater  Fund is used  to accoun t for capital expen ditures related to a Parish-wide w ater and 
sewer system project. 

CO UR TH O USE EAST CON STRU CTIO N FU N D 

Th e Courthouse East Construction Fund is used  to account for construction of the expansion of the 
co urthouse on the eastside of Ascension Parish. 

G EISM AR  COM M UN ITY CENTER 

Th e Geism ar Com m unity Center Fund accounts for co nstruction of the Geism ar Com m unity Center . 

BUNN H O OD/FON TANA CAN AL PRO JECT FUN D 

Th e Bunnhood/Fontan a Can al Project Fund is us ed to accoun t for the co nstruction of the 
Bunnhood/Fontana Canal for improved  drainage for the Parish. 

M ajor capital project funds: 

EAST A SCEN SIO N DRA INAG E PRO JE CT C APITAL PR O JECT FU N D 

Th e East Ascension Drainage Construction Capital Project Fund is used to account for the proceeds of 
a bond issue for th e purpose of eous tructing an d/or acquiring drainage facilities in the Parish. Such 
expenditures ar e to be funded  with  the proceeds of public im provem ent bonds. 

ROAD PROJECT CAPITAL PRO JE CT FUND  

Th e Road Projects: Capital Project Fund is used  to account for sales tax revenue ded icated  for the 
purpose of constructing an d improving roads in th e Parish. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investm ents 
Accounts receivable, net 
Ad valorem taxes 
Sales  and use taxes 
Other 

Due from other governments 
LA - State revenue sharing 
LA - Other 
Grants 

Due from other fun ds 
Other assets 

Total assets 

PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 

CO M BIN IN G  BALAN CE SH EET 

NONM AJOR GOVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable 
Accrued payroll 
Ded uctions from ad valorem taxes 
Contribution to retirement system 

Due to other funds 
Deferred reveaaue 

Total liabilities 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) 
Des ignated - subsequent year expenditures 
Reserved for en cumbrances 
Res~ved  for debt service 
Undes ignated 

Total liabilities en d fund balan ce 

December 31, 2003 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

Debt 
Service 
Funds 

1,583,478 $ 
5,344,816 

Capital 

Project 
Funds 

146,892 $ 
3,013,603 

6,388,218 
10,290 
209,754 74,742 

357,195 
139,141 
302,158 
677,589 
21,508 

117,467 

Total Nonmajor 
Governmental 

Fu nds 

257,836 $ 
3,586,814 

216,346 

17,712 
391,511 

1,988,206 
11,945,233 

6,388,218 
10,290 
500,842 

357,195 
156.853 
693,669 
795,056 
21~508 

$ 15,034 147 $ 3,352,704 $ 4,470,219 $ 

697,367 $ 47 $ 
116A19 

214,708 
312,968 3,245 

39.923 

601,094 $ 
1,147 

120,312 

1,298,508 
117,566 

214,708 
436,525 
39,923 

1,341,462 43,215 722,553 2,107,230 

2,069,600 
1,677,154 

3,309,489 

1,619,200 
520,495 

3,688,800 
2,197,649 
3,309,489 

1,607,971 11,553,902 

13,692,685 3p309,489 3,747~666 20,749~840 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of th is statement. 
88 



PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 

CO M BIN IN G  STA TEM EN T O F REV EN UES, EXPEND ITUR ES 

AN D CH AN G ES IN  FUND BALAN CES 

NO NM AJO R G O VERNM EN TAL FUND S 

REVENU ES 
Taxes 
Intergovem mental 
Charges for services 
Fines and forfeitures 

M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDIT URES 
General government 
Judicial - Parish Court 
Public safety 
Public works 
Health and welfare 
Culture and recreation 
Intergovem men tal 
Debt service 

Capital projects 

Total expeaditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

For the year ending December 31, 2003 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

6,475~99 
2,881,674 
78,074 
71,114 
670.680 

10.177.041 

Debt 
Service 
Funds 

Capital 

Project 
Funds 

$ 

Exhibit C-1 

Total Nonmajor 
Governm ental 

Funds 

$ 
2,012,349 

431.795 

6,475,499 
4,894,023 

78,074 
71,114 

1.194.440 

91,965 2,444,144 12,713,150 

621,558 
114,948 

2,544#79 
4,627,568 
3,381,386 
5,425,979 
105,790 
72,336 4,175,961 

621,558 
114,948 

2,544D79 
4,627,568 
3,381,386 
5,425,979 
105,790 

4,248,297 
4,508,816 4,508,816 

16,894,544 4,175,961 4,508,816 25,579,321 

(6,717,503) (4,083,996) (2,064,672) (12,866,171) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
proceeds from sale of property 49,302 
Operating transfers in 7,821 #74 3,896,226 
Op erating transfers out (2,002,900) (64,867) 

1,491~00 
49,302 

13,209,200 

(504,158) (2,571,925) 

Total oth er financing sources 5,868,376 3,831,359 986,842 10,686,577 

Excess of expenditures over reven ues 
and other financing sources (uses) (849,127) (252,637) (1,077,830) (2,179,594) 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning ofyes r 

End of year 

14~541,812 3,562,126 4,825~496 22,929,434 

13,692,685 $ 3,309,489 $ 3,747,666 $ 20,749,840 

Notes on Exh ibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
SPECIAL  REVENUE FUN D S - R O AD  LIGH TIN G  DISTRI CTS 

ASSETS 
Investments 
Accotmts receivable, net 

Ad valorem taxes 
Due from other govern m ents 
LA - State revenue sharing 

Total assets 

CO M BIN IN G BALAN CE SH EET 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALAN CE 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable 
Deductions from ad valorem  taxes 

Contribution to retirement system 
Due to other funds 

Total liabilities 

December 31. 2003 

Road Lighting 
District No. 1 

Road Lighting 
District No, 2 

168,239 $ 

19,788 

Road Lighting 
District No. 3 

41,297 $ 

23,102 

Road Lighting 
District No. 4 

29,304 $ 

21,829 6,521 

4,190 306 3,052 1,564 

1,294 $ 

716 

2,311 $ 

776 

2,010 3,087 2,449 4,882 

FUN D BALAN CE 
De signated - subsequent year expenditures 3,500 400 
Undesignated 190,207 58,118 51,736 2,803 

Fun d balance 

Total liabilities and fund balance 

190,207 61,618 51,736 3,203 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
94 



 

Totals 
Road Lighting Road Lighting Road Lighting 2003 

District No. 5 District No. 6 District No. 7 (M emorandum Only) 

12,206 $ 

18,954 

161,082 $ 

156,904 

836 $ 

4,404 

1,638 10,148 428 

412,964 

251,502 

21.326 

1,060 $ 

655 

16,389 $ 

5,378 

431 $ 

153 

1,715 21,767 584 

23,243 

8,686 
4.565 

36 494 

Exhibit D- 1 
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PA R ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
SPECIAL R EVENUE S FUND S - R O AD LIG H TIN G DISTRICTS 

REVEN UES 

Taxes 
Im ergovem mental 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General govern m ent 
Public works 

Total expenditures 

CO M BIN IN G  STATEM ENT O F R EVENUES, 
EXPEND ITUR ES AN D CH AN G ES IN FUN D BALAN CES 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 l, 2003 

Road Lighting 
District No. 1 

Road Lighting 
District N o. 2 

Road Lighting 
District No. 3 

Road Lighting 
District No. 4 

19,875 $ 23,138 $ 21,524 $ 
6,284 459 4,578 
2,943 914 618 

6,745 

2,345 

29,102 24,511 26,720 9,090 

716 
14 830 

776 
26 799 

768 
19,258 

238 
8,461 

15 546 27,575 20,026 8,699 

13,556 (3,064) 6,694 391 

OTH ER FINAN CING  USES 

Operating transfers out (1,100) (1300) (1,000) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expan dimres and other financing uses 12,456 (4,164) 5,694 391 

FUN D BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

177,751 65,782 46,042 2,812 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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Totals 
Road Lighting Road Lighting Road Lighting 2003 

District No. 5 District No. 6 District No. 7 (M emorandum Only) 

18,822 $ 
2,457 

155,829 $ 
15,221 

4,407 $ 
643 

286 3 523 44 

250,340 
31,987 
8_328 

21,565 174,573 5 094 290,655 

655 
12,11.1_  

5,378 

123,820 
153 

4,743 

12,766 129,198 4,896 

8,799 45,375 198 

8,684 
210_022 

218.706 

71,949 

(700) (5,500) (200) (9,600) 

8,099 39,875 (2) 62,349 

Exhibit D-3 



 

PA RISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
R O AD  AN D BRID G E FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVENU ES, EX PEN DITURES, A ND CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Intergovem m ental 
Parish Transportation Fund 
FEM A reimbursem ent 

M isoellaneons  
Other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITUR ES 
Public works 
Personnel 
M aterials and supplies 
Insurance 
Equipment and road maintenan ce 
Gasoline and oil 
Telephone 
Oth er charges and services 
Capital outlay 

Total expendi~res 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Proceeds from sale of property 
Operating transfers in 
Sales  an d Use Tax Fund 

Operating transfers out 
Offi ce Building Construction 
~ M aintenance Fund 
General Fund 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financin g so ur ce s over expen ditures 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year  

Exhibit D-4 

V ariance - 
Final favorable 
Budget Actual funfavorable) 

$ 564,600 $ 611,088 $ 
(7,516) 

46A88 
(7,516) 

, 148,300 138,895 (9,405) 

712,900 742,467 29,567 

2,691,200 
245,300 
191,800 

537,600 
95,400 
11,500 
138,700 

223A00 

2,744,897 

185,594 
191,800 

459,964 
143,311 
11,112 
165,016 

174,212 

(53,697) 
59,706 

77,636 

(47,911 ) 
388 

(26,316) 
49,188 

4,134,900 4,075,906 58,994 

(3A22,000) (3,333,439) 88,561 

50,000 49,302 

4,102,800 3,993,536 

(14,200) 
(92,900) 
(192.200) 

(14,200) 
(92,900) 
(192,200) 

(698) 

(109,264) 

3,803,500 3,743,538 (59,962) 

82,485 

$ 492,584 

N otes on Exhibit A- 14 are an integral part of this statement. 
102 



 

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
W EST A SCEN SIO N DRA INA G E FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EX PEN DITUR ES, AND C HA N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes - Ad valorem 
In tergovem m ental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues  

General governm ent 
Contribution to retirement system 

Public works 
Personnel 

Grants 
M aterials and supplies 

Insurance 

For the year ended December 3 I, 2003 

Final 
Budget Actual 

$ 441,700 $ 428,036 

46,500 28,834 

Exhibit D-5 

Valance- 
favorable 

fnnfavorabl~ 

$ (13,664) 

(17,666) 

4,500 502 (3,998) 

492,700 457,372 (35,328) 

10.900 

306,600 
1,800 

16,600 
20,000 

14,665 

285.698 

5,536 
20,000 

(3,765) 

20,902 

1,800 
11,064 



PA R ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
H EALTH  UNIT FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVEN U ES, EX PEND ITURES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes - Ad valorem  
Intergovenm ~ental 
State revenue sbm -in g 

Grants 
M iscellaneous 
Interest and other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General governm ent 
Contribution to retirement system 

Health and welfare 
Personnel 

/~nimal and mosquito control 
Health unit 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund and oth er funds 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and 
other finan cing over  expenditures 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit D-6 

Variance - 

Final favorable 
Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

838,500 $ 

94,400 

20,300 

892,701 $ 

89,168 
20,322 

54,201 

(5,232) 
22 

170,200 238,296 68,096 

1,123,400 1,240,487 117,087 

28,200 31,115 (2,915) 

944,400 
199,600 
229,400 

937,830 
136,492 
197,886 

6,570 
63,108 
31,514 

1,401,600 1,303,323 98,277 

(278,200) (62,836) 215,364 

(78.700) (78.700) 

(78,700) (78.700) 

1,067,362 

925,826 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statemen t. 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
M EN TAL H EALTH  UN IT FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F R EV EN UES, EXPEND ITU RES AN D CH AN G ES IN  

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 

Intergovernm ental 
State revenue sharing 
Other 

M iso ellaneous 
Interest 

Other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General govern m ent 
Contribution to retirement system 

Health and welfare 
Personnel 

Telephone 
M ainten ance 
Other charges and services 
Capital outlay - equipment 

Total expenditures 

For th e year  ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-7 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual fnnfavorable) 

$ 838,5OO $ 

94,500 

313,800 

8,000 
75,000 

892,108 $ 

89,165 
317,631 

3,870 

87,735 

53,608 

(5,335) 
3,831 

(4,130) 
12,735 

1,329,800 1,390,509 60,709 

28,200 31,115 (2,915) 

851,600 
37,800 

21,300 
269,000 
1,200 

754,401 

36fl67 
18,173 

279,125 

18,490_ 

97,199 
1,033 
3,t27 

(10:25) 
(17,290) 

1,209,100 1,138,071 71,029 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 120,700 252,438 131,738 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers out 
General Ftmd and other tim(Is 

Total financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and other financing sources (uses) 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

(58,500) (58,500) 

(58,500) f58,500). 

779,235 

$ 973,173 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT N O . 1 FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EX PENDITURES, AND CHA N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
Fire insurance rebate 

M iscellaneous 
Interest an d other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDIT URES 

Public safety 
Personnel 
M aintenance 
Fire protection and service 
Insurance 
Professional 
Intergovernmental paym ents 
Other charges and services  

Capital outlay - equipment 

Total expenditures 

Excess ofexpenditures  overrevenues 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Sales an d Use Tax District No.2 Fund 

Operating transfers out 

Genera l Fund 
Fire District No.1 Construction Fund 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources (us es) over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year  

End of year 

Exhibit D-8 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (uufavorable~ 

259,300 $ 173,425 $ (85,875) 

110,000 77,703 (32,297) 

369,300 251,128 (118,172) 

60,600 

116~00 
142,000 
106,100 
33,000 
259,300 
72,100 

2,013,300 

61,384 
142,093 
150,977 
103,346 
3,224 

173:25 
78,240 
415,129 

(784) 
(26,093) 
(8,977) 
2,754 
29,776 
85,875 

(6,140) 
1,598,171 

2,802,400 1,127,818 1,674,582 

(2,433,100) (876,690) 1,556,410 

1,192,100 1,257,540 65,440 

(57,800) 
(266,200) 

(57,800) 
(266,200) 

868,100 933,540 65,440 

3,600,626 

$ 3,657,476 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 ar e.an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PARISH  O F A SCENSIO N 
RECREATIO N C OM M ISSIO N FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REV EN UE S, EXPENDITU RE S, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

Charges for services 
Intergovernmental 
Grants 

M iscellaneous 

RentaLs and other 

Total revenues 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

EXPENDITURES 

Parish culture and recreation 

Personnel 

Programs 

M aintenance 

Other charges an d serv ices 

Site work 

Capital outlay - e~tipment 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

OTHER FINAINCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 

Sales an d Use Tax District No. 1 Fund 
Operating transfers out 

Genera[ Fund 

Recreation Fund B 
Other funds 

Total other finan cing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and other financing sources (uses) 

FUN D BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

V ariance - 

Final favorable 

_  Budget Actual (nnfavorab eJ_~L  

$ 30,000 $ 36,391 $ 6,391 

288,800 277,067 (11,733) 

.~  50,600 35,150 (15,450)_ 

__  369,400 348,608 (20,79~)_ 

257,200 256,997 203 

111~00 78,856 32,144 
79,000 85,891 (6,891) 
824,500 843~13 (18,913) 
390,500 371~69 18,531 

__  
20,000 80 19,920 

__  1,682,200_ 1,637,206 44,994 

__  (1,312,800) (1,288,598) 24,202 

930,800 927,927 (2,873) 

(39,000) (39,000) 
(90,100) (90,100) 
(311,600) (311,600) 

__  
490,100 487,227 (2.873l 

1,005,996 

204,625 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
R O AD  LIG H TIN G  D ISTRI CT N O . 1 FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REV EN UES, EXPENDITUR ES, AND  CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Ad valorem  

Intergoverranental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total re venues 

EXPENDITURES 
General governm en t 
Conm'bufion to re tirement system 

Public works 
Utilities 

Total expenditures 

Excess ofreveun es over 
expenditures 

O TH ER FINANCING  USES 
Operating transfers out 
Gen eral Fund 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures  and other financing uses 

FUN D BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit D- 10 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

19,700 $ 

7,900 

19,875 $ 

6,284 

175 

(1,616) 

2,800 2,943 143 

30,400 29302 (1,298) 

700 716 , (16) 

14,700 14,830 (130) 

15,400 15,546 (146) 

15,000 13,556 (1,444) 

,(1,100) (1,100) 

177,751 

s 190.207 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 ~e an integral part of this statement 
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PA RISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
R O AD  LIG H TIN G  D ISTR IC T N O . 2 FUN D  

STATEM ENT O F REVENU ES, EX PENDITUR ES, AND CH ANG ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 

Intergovemmental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General governm ent 
Contribution to retirement system 

Public works 
Utilities 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING USES 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D- 11 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual {unfavorable) 

$ 25,500 $ 

500 

23,138 $ 

459 

(2,362) 

(41) 

1,500 914 (586) 

27,500 24,511 (2,989) 

900 776 124 

32,000 26,799 5,201 

32,900 27,575 5,325 

(5,400) (3,064) 2,336 

(1,100) (LIO0) 



 

PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
ROAD LIG H TIN G  DISTR IC T N O . 3 FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REVENU ES, EX PEND ITU RES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 

Intergovernm ental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellan eous 

Interest 

Total revenues 

General govern ment 
Contribution to retirement system 

Public works 
Utilities  

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures  

OTH ER FINANCING  USES 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 
and other financing Uses 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-12 

V ariance - 

Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 19,200 $ 

5,700 

21,524 $ 

4,578 

2,324 

(1,122) 

600 618 18 

25,500 26 720 1,220 

768 (68) 

20,000 19 258 742 

20,700 20,026 674 

4,800 6,694 1,894 

(1,000) (1,000) 

46~042 

$ 51,736 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCENSIO N 
RO AD LIG H TIN G  DISTR ICT N O . 4 FUN D 

STA TEM ENT O F REVENU ES, EXPENDITURES, AN D CH ANG ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorcm 

Intergovesnm enlal 
State revenue sharing 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 

Contribution to retirement system 
Public works 
Utilities 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

FUN D BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-13 

Variance - 
Final favorable 
Budeet Actual ~unfavorable) 

6,600 $ 6,745 $ 145 

2,800 2 345 (455) 

9 400 9,090 (310) 

200 238 (38) 

9,500 8,461 1,039 

9,700 8,699 1,001 

2,812 

3,203 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statemen t. 
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PAR ISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

RO AD LIG H TIN G  DISTR ICT NO . 5 FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F R EV EN UES, EX PEND ITURES, AN D CHA N G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 

Ad valorem 
Intergovem mental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General govern m ent 
Contribution to retirement system  

Public works 
Utilities 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING USES 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and other finan cing uses 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit D-14 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual funfavorable) 

17,100 

3,300 

18,822 $ 

2,457 

1,722 

(843) 

20,600 21,565 965 

600 655 (55) 

13,000 
__  12,111 889 

13,600 12,766 834 

7,000 8,799 1,799 

(700) (700) 

22,984 

31~083 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 
112 



@  
@  
@  

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
R O AD LIGH TIN G  DISTR ICT N O . 6 FUND 

STATEM EN T O F REVEN UES, EXPEN D ITUR ES, A N D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 

Ad valorem 
Intergovem menlal 

State revenue sharing 
M isoellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
G eneral governm ent 
Contribution to retirement system  

Public works 
Utilities 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Exhibit D- 15 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 137,100 $ 

15,300 

155,829 $ 

15,221 

18,729 

(79) 

4,000 3,523 (477) 

156,400 174,573 18,173 

4,700 5,378 (678) 

130,000 123,820 6,180 

134,700 129,198 5,502 

21,700 45,375 23,675 

(5,500) (5,500) 

266,492 

306~367 

Exhibit A-14 are art integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
RO AD LIGH TIN G  DISTRI CT NO . 7 FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EXPEN D ITURES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 

Intergovem mental 
State revenue sharing 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDIT URES 

General governm ent 
Contribution to retirement system  

Public works 
Utilities  

Total expen ditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

OTR ER FINANCING USES 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and other financing uses 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

4,5O0 $ 

800 

4,407 $ 

643 

(93) 

(157) 

100 44 (56) 

5AOO 5,094 (306) 

200 153 47 

5,400 4,743 657 

5,600 4,896 704 

(200) 198 398 

(200) (200) 

5~086 

5084 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 
LAW  O FFICERS' CO UR T FUND 

STATEM EN T O F R EVENUES, EX PEN D ITURES AN D C HA N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASES) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

Fines and forfeitures 
Court Fmes & bond forfeitures 

EXPEND ITURES 
General govermnent 
Juror and witnesses 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

O TH ER FINAN CIN G SO UR CES 
Operating transfers in 
General Fund 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
finan cing sources over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit D- 17 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget A ctual (unfavorable'l 

53,400 $ 43,272 $ (10,128) 

60,000 60,618 (618) 

(6,600) (17,346) (10,746) 

6,600 6,600 

7,825 

$ (2,921) 



PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
SECTIO N 8 FU ND  

STATEM EN T O F REV ENU ES, EX PEN DITUR ES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Intergovem m ental 
HUD receipts 

EXPENDIT URES 
General governm ent 
Consultant and adm inistration 
Accounting 

Health and welfare 
Housing and utility assistan ce 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Final 

Exhibit D- 18 

Variance - 
favorable 

Budget Actual lunfavorable} 

$ 506,000 $ 501,470 $ (4,530) 

51,000 
3,000 

50,672 

3,395 

328 

(395) 

452,000 447,403 4,597 

506,000 501,470 4~530 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
116 



 

PAR ISH  O F A SCENSIO N 
FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 2 FUND 

STATEM ENT O F REV ENUES, EXPEN D ITURES, A ND CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVEN UES 
Intergovernm ental 
Fire insurance rebate 

M iseel|aneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Public safety 

Distribution to fire service unit 
M aintenance 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-19 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual iunfavorable) 

$ 27,200 $ 27,200 $ 

18,000 9,741 (8,259) 

45,200 . 36,941 (8,259) 

27,200 
23,000 
7,500 
25,600 

157,700 
11,200 
12,000 

27,200 
4,864 
2,652 
23,595 

155,000 
8,577 

26 

18,136 
4,848 
2,005 
2,700 
2,623 

11,974 

264,200 221,914 42,286 

(219,000) (184,973) 34,027 

132,500 139,727 

(7,200) _ (7,200) 

7,227 

125,300 132 527 7,227 

591,755 

539,309 

-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F A SCENSIO N 
TO UR IST CO M M ISSIO N FUN D  

STATEM EN T O F REV EN UES, EX PEND ITUR ES AND  CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Sales and use 

M iscellaneous 

Interest 
M iscellan eous 
Interest 
Other 

Total revenues 

Culture an d recreation 
Personnel 
Advertising 
Utilities 
Telephone 
Travel and mileage 
Capital outlay - equipment 
Appropriations and gran ts 

Other 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING USES 
Operating transfers out 
General Fund 
Offi ce building construction 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-20 

Variance - 
Final favorable 
Budget Actual (unfavorable} 

$ 275,000 $ 

7,500 

22,000 
8,000 

256,382 $ (18,618) 

7,500 

9,186 
4,103 

(12,814) 
(3,897) 

312,500 _ 277,171 (35,329) 

155,900 
143,100 
6,500 
10,500 
21,500 
50,000 
17,500 
82,000 

149,946 
123,641 

3,573 
8,320 

24,260 
22,402 
65,978 
46,855 

5,954 
19,459 
2,927 
2,180 

(2,760) 
27,598 

(48,478) 
35,145 

487,000 444,975 42,025 

(11.900) 
(134,800) 

(ll,900) 
(134,800) 

Total other financing uses (146300) (146,700) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and 
other financing us es over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

$ (321,200) 014,504) $ 6,696 

679,816 

365~314 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statemen t. 
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PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 

CO UN CIL O N A G IN G FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EXPEN D ITURE S AN D CH A N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

Taxes 
Ad valorem 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITUR ES 
General govern ment 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-21. 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

628,900 $ 669,530 $ 40,630 

7,400 1 762 (5,638) 

636,300 671 292 34,992 



Exhibit D-22 

PARISH  O F A SCENSIO N 
JUDICIAL D ISTRI CT FAM ILIES IN NEED O F SERV ICES FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EX PENDITURES, AND CHA N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
M iscellaneous 
Interest 

EXPENDITURES 
Judicial - Parish Court 
Personnel 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over 
reven ues  

OTHER FINANCING  SO UR CES 
Operating transfers in 
Criminal Court Fund 
Sales  and Use Tax Fund 

Total other financing sources 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources over expenditures 

]FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of y~ar 

End of year 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 1,100 $ 335 $ (765) 

125,300 114,948 10,352 

125,300 114,948 10,352 

(124,200) (114,613) 9,587 

36,600 
65,000 

36,600 
65,000 

101 600 101,600 

23,348 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PA R ISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 

JAIL FUND 

STATEM EN T O F REV ENU ES, EX PEN DITUR ES, AND CH A N G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

M iscellaneous 

EXPENDITURES 
Public safety 
Prisoners 
Utilities 
Telephone 
M aintenance 
Supplies 

Major repairs - building 
Insuran ce 

M iscellaneous 
Capital outlay - equipment 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-23 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 5,000 $ 3,726 $ (1,274) 

570,300 
160,000 
23,000 

132,500 
178,500 

72fi00 
58,700 
6,000 

8,000. 

584,315 

176~05 
18,811 
129,675 

184~20 
2,916 
58,700 
2,670 
10,272 

(14,015) 
(16,905) 
4,t89 
2,825 

(5,920) 
69,584 

3,330 

(2,272) 



Other 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expendi tures  OVal" l~venues 

O THER FINANCING  USES 

Operating t(ansfers out 
Courthouse Construction Fund 

18,000 10,950 7,050 

48,500 26,563 21,937 

(47,800) (25,822) 21,978 

(5,200) (5,200) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing uses over expenditures $ (53~000) (31,022) $ 21.978 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

147,225 

116~203 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
DEDICATED SPECIAL PR O JECT FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REV ENUES, EX PEND ITURE S AND CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

OTH ER  FINANCING  USES 
Operating transfers out 

Courthouse Conslruction Fund 

Jail Fund 

Total other fin ancing uses 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit D-25 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budeet Actual (unfavorable) 

$ (129,700) 
(37,000) 

$ (129,700) 
_  (37,000) 

$ 

166,795 

95 



 

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
ASCEN SIO N PAR ISH  LIBRAR Y FUND 

STATEM ENT O F R EV EN U ES, EXPENDITURES AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENU ES 
Taxes 
Ad valorem 

Intergovem mental 
State revenue sharing 
State - aids libraries  

Charges for services 
Charges for services  

Fines and forfeitures 
Library 

M iscellaneous 
Use of money and property 
Other 

Total reven ues  

Culture an d recreation 
Library administration 
M aterials and supplies  
Operating services 
Travel and mileage 
Capital outlay - equipment 

Intergovem mental 
M iscellaneous 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expondi~  

FUND BALANCE 

Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Final 

Exhibit D-26 

Va~ance- 
favorab~ 

Budget Aettud (unfavorable) 

$ 2,893,643 3,086,402 $ 

280,000 
25,204 

15,500 

19,500 

32,000 

303,161 
25,367 

15,713 

27,842 

24,608 

730 

192,759 

23,161 
163 

213 

8,342 

(7,392) 
730 

3,265,847 3,483,823 217,976 

1,676,672 
94,600 

488,400 
27,000 

1,512,750 

1,595,626 
61,459 
375,629 
11,551 

1,126,773 

81,046 
33,141 

112,771 

15~49 
385,977 

4,551,141 

Notes on Exhibit A- 14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
R ECREATIO N FU ND B 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CH ANG ES IN 
FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Charges for services 
M iscellaneous 

Rentals an d other 

Total revenues 

Parish culture and recreation 

Personnel 

Programs 

Other charges and services 

Site work 

Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Final 

Budget Actu~tl 

$ 22,000 $ 25,970 

Exhibit 1:)-27 

Variance - 

favorable 

(unfavorable) 

$ 3,970 

15,400 13,102 (2,298) 

37'400 39,072 1,672 

80"400 
56,700 

36,000 

24,700 

77,709 

39,717 

30,644 

2,691 
16,983 

5,356 

24,690 10 

197,800 172,760 25,040 



 

PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
FEM A  - REPETITIVE LO SS RE DU CTIO N FU ND  

STAT EM ENT O F REV ENUES, EXPENDITU R ES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Grant - Flood m itigation 

M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Grant - Flood mi tigation 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency)of revenues over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit D-28 

Variance - 

Final favorable 
Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 418,500 $ 385,805 
12,167 

$ (32,695) 
12,167 

418,500 397,972 (20,528) 

450,000 429,071 20,929 

72,319 

$ 41,220 

Notes on Exhibit A- 14 are an integral part of this statemem. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Investmen ts 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due fxom  other funds 

Total as sets 

PA RISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

NO NM AJO R D EBT SERV IC E FUND S 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILIT IES 
Accoun ts payable 
Due to other funds 
Deferred revenue 

Total liabilities 

FUND BALANCE 
Reserved for debt service 

CO M BIN IN G BALAN CE SH EET 

December 31, 2003 

Public Im provem ent Bonds 

Sales & Use Tax 
No. 1 Sinking 

Sales &  Use Tax 
No. 1 Reserve 

$ 
218,542 

$ 218,542 

$ 

218,542 

Total liabilities and fund balance 218,542 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Sinking 

$ 
265,478 

265.478 

265A78 

265.478 

East Ascension 
Drainage 
Reserve 

$ 146,892 
179,318 2,032,445 

8,317 

$ 179,318 $ 2,187,654 

$ 

179,318 2.187.654 

$ 179,318 $ 2,187,654 

Notes on Exhibit A- 14 are an  integral part of this statement. 

128 



Public Im provem ent 
Bonds General Obligation Debt 

Council on 
Sales & Use Tax Aging 

No. 2 Sinking Sinking Library Fund 

$ 
221,199 96,574 

117.467 

$ 338,666 

338.666 

338.666 

$ 96,574 

96,574 

$ 96,574 

47 

Bayou Terrace 
Bond 

66.425 

47 $ 66,425 

Total 

Nan-M ajor 
Debt Service 

Funds 

146,892 
3,013,603 

74,742 
117.467 

47 $ $ 47 
3,245 3,245 

47 

39,923 39,923 

43.168 

23,257 3,309,489 

47 $ 66,425 $ 3,352,704 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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REVENUES 
Taxes - Ad valorem  
M iscellaneous 

Interest 
Special assessm ent 
Other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Debt service 
Principal retirem ent 
Interest and bank charges 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expendi tures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
E.A. Drainage Res tricted Fund 
Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 Fun d 
Council on Aging Fund 
Sales  & Use Tax District N o. 2 Fund 

Operating Wansfers out 
: E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund 

Sales & Use  Tax D istrict No. 1 Fund 
Council on Aging Fund 
Sales & Use Tax  District No. 2 Fund 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

ExceSs (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures and other sources (uses) 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Sinking 

$ $ 

4,156 

4.156 

215,000 

42fl12 
257.712 

259,526 

Reserve Sinldag 

$ 

4,621 

4.621 

(4,156) (4,621) 

1,814 

$ 218,542 

Reserve 

$ 

13,427 38,078 

13.427 

1,315,000 
797.102 

2,112,102 

38.078 

(2,098,675) 38,078 

2,110,300 

(13,427) 08,078) 

. 2,096,873 (38,078) 

(1,802) 

265A78 181,120 

265.478 

2,187,654 

$ 179,318 $ 2,187,654 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statement. 
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PubfieIm provem ent 
Bonds General O bligation Debt 

Council on 
Sales &  Use Tax Aging 

No. 2 Sinking Sinking 

~  s 

3,641 

2 
3,643 

780,000 
626t690 

1,406,690 

$ 

944 1 

105,000 
9.750 

114.750 
40 
40 

Bayou Terrace 
Bond 

Exhibit E-I 

Total 

Non-M ajor 
Debt Service 

Funds 

$ $ 

4,848 
22,247 

27.095 

270,000 
14.667 

284.667 

69fl16 
22,247 

2 

2,685,000 
1,490,961 
4,175,961 

(t,403,047) (1!.3.,806) (39) (257,572) (4,083,996) 

1,409,600 

(3,641) 
1,405,959 

2,912 

335.754 

116,800 

(944) 

115.856 

2,050 

338,666 $ 96,574 

2,110,300 
259,526 
116,800 

IA09,600 

(51,505) 
(8,777) 
(944) 
(3,641) 

3,831,359 

(39) (257,572) (252,637) 

39 280.829 

$ 23,257 $ 3,309,489 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
131 



ASSETS 
Cash end cash equivalents 
Investm ents 

Due from other government 
LA - Other 
Grants 

Interest recievable 

Total as sets 

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

N O N M A JO R  CA PITAL PR O JECTS FUND S 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABIL ITIE S 
Accounts payable and accrued 
liabilities 

Due to other funds 

Total liabilities 

CO M BIN IN G BALAN CE SH EET 

FUN D BALAN CE 
Designated - subsequent year expenditures 
Reserved for encum brance 
Undesignated 

Fund balance 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Fire 
District No. 1 
Construction 

$ 70,586 
976,653 

3,997 

Sewer 

Project 
O ffi ce Building 
Construction W aste W ater 

$ $ 
14,209 18,176 

$ 1,051,236 $ 14,209 
. 

$ 8,99l $ 

148,311 

166.487 

107,141 
1,482,434 

90,960 
6.066 

11~30 $ 5,158 $ 1,278 
5 - 

8,991 11,035 

250,000 

792,245 
3,174 

3.174 

Total liabilities an d fund balance $ 1,051,236 $ 14,209 

5.158 

32,000 
25,488 
103,841 

1278 

791,400 
152,115 
741,808 

161,329 1,685,323 

$ 166,487 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
132 



Courthouse East 

Construcdon 

80,109 
1,095,342 

17,712 
92,664 
4,536 

$ 451,151 

451.151 

545,800 
306,487 

(13,075) 

Bunnhood/Fontana 
G eism ar Canal 

Community Center Project 

201.747 

201.747 

$ 124,633 
43,883 

59,576 

Total 

Non-M ajor 
Capital Project 

Funds 

$ 257,836 
3,586,814 

17,712 
391,511 
216,346 

$ 59,576 $ 4,470,219 

$ 
76r424 

$ 602,241 
120,312 

168,516 76,424 722~553 

33,231 
1,619,200 
520,495 

839~212 33,231 (16~848) 3,747~666 

201,747 $ 59,576 $ 4~470,219
. 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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REVEN UES 
Intergovem mental 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 

PAR ISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

N O NM A JO R CAPITAL PR O JE CTS FUN DS 

C O M BIN IN G  STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, 

EXPEN DITURES AND  CH AN G ES IN FUN D BALAN C ES 

Excess of expenditures 
over revenues 

O THER FINAN CING SOUR CES 
Operating transfers in 

Op erating transfers out 

Total other financing sources 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Fire 
District No. 1 
Construction 

Sewer 

Proiect 
O ffice Building 
Construction 

$ 21,323 $ 258,089 
IA81 

W aste 
W ater 

$ 90,607 
32,879 

21,323 259,570 123,486 

76L185 106.188 

(8,991) (120~826) (501,615) 17,298 

266,200 124,000 191,400 167,800 

266,200 124.000 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues an d 
other f'man cing sources over expenditures 257,209 3,174 - (321,373) (247,902) 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End ofyear 

785.036 482,702 1,933,225 

1,042,245 $ 3,174 $ 161,329 $ 1,685,323 

N otes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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Courthouse East 
Construction 

$ 608,687 
95,316 

704,003 

Bunnhood/Fontana 

Geismar Canal 

Community Center Protect 

302.119 

Total 

Non-M ajor 
CapitalProject 

Funds 

1,033,643 $ 2,012,349 
431.795 

302,119 1,033,643 2,444,144 

t,502,732 609,380 1,378,191 4,508,816 

(798,729) (307,261) (344,548) (2,064,672) 

246,200 

(60,000) 
167,700 327,700 1,491,000 

Exhibit F- 1 



 

PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 1 CO N STR U CTIO N FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F R EVENUES, EX PEN D IT UR ES AND CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 
Landscape and architectural 

M iscellaneous 

Total expenditures 

OTH ER FINANCING SOUR CES 
Operating transfers in 
Fire District No. 1 Fund 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit F-2 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

53,000 
9,000 

8,991 $ 44,009 
9,000 

62,000 8,991 53,009 

266,200 266,200 

785,036 

$ 1,042,245 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
SEW E R  PR O JE CT FU N D 

STATEM ENT O F REV ENU ES, EX PENDITURES, AN D CH AN G ES IN  

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

REVENUES 
lntergovernm ental 
LA Comm unity Developm ent Block Grant 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 
Contract payments 
Engineering 
Adm inistration 

Total expenditures 

Exhibit F-3 

V ariance - 

Final favorable 

Budget Actual I'un favorable) 

$ 21,300 $ 21,323 $ 23 

117,300 

15,200 
12,800 

102,872 

14,657 
24,620 

14,428 
543 

(11,820) 

145,300 142,149 . 3,151 



 

PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SION 
O FFICE BUILDIN G CO N STR UCTIO N FU N D 

STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EXPEND ITURES AN D C H A N G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Intergovero mental 
Grants 

M iscellaneo us 
Interest 

Total revenue 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 
Landscape and architectural 
Contract paym ents 
M iscellaneous 

Exhibit F-4 

Variance - 

Final favorable 

__ Budget Actual (unfavorablel 

258,000 $ 258,089 $ (89) 

1,481 

258,000 259,570 

18,300 
757,400 
112,500 

16,014 
705,986 

39,185._ 

, 1A81 

(1,570) 

2,286 
51,414 
73,315 

888,200__ 761,185 ; 127,015. 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (630,200) (501,615) 128,585 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Road and Bridge Fund 
E.A . Drain age Fund 
E.A. Draioage Restricted Fun d 
Health Unit Fund 

Operating transfers out 
Road Construction Fund 

Total othe~r financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and 
other financing sources (uses) over expenditures 

BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

14,200 

14~00 
28,200 

134,800 

14,200 
14,200 
28,200 
134,800 

(11,200) (11,158) 42 

180,200 180.242 (42) 

(321,373) $ 128,627, 

482,702 

$ 161~329 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
W A STE W ATER FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EX PEND ITURES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
Intergover nmen tal 
Grants 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

Total revenue 

EXPENDITUR~  

Capital projects 
Personnel 
Intergovermental grants 
Professional fees 

Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Variance - 
Final Favorable 

Budget Actual funfavorable) 

142,100 $ 90,607 $ (51,493) 

20,000 32,879 12,879 

162,100 123,486 (38,614) 

30,000 

555,200 

40400 

17,144 
73,534 

15,510 

12,856 

481,666 

(24,490) 

625,200 106,188 519,012 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (463,100) 17,298 480,398 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Sales and Use Tax Fan d N o. 1 

Operating transfers out 

Darrow Sewer System 
Sewer Project Fund 
Trailodand Sewer System Fund 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources (uses) over expenditures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

167,800 167,800 

(299,000) 
(124,000) 
0o,ooo) 

(299,000) 
(124,000) 
0o,ooo) 

(265,200) (265,200) 

1.933.225 

1~685~323 

Notes  on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
C O UR TH O U SE EA ST CO NSTRU CTIO N FUN D 

STATEM ENT O F REV ENUES, EX PEND IT UR ES, AN D C H AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
lntargovem mental 
Grants 

M iscellaneous 
Interest and other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 
Contract payments 
Engineering 
Professional and other 

Total expenditttres 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expen ditures 

For the year ended Dec ember 31, 2003 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 

Supplemental Environment Project Fund 
Sales and Use Fund 
Criminal Court Fund 

Dedicated  Special Project Fund 
Operating transfers out 
Criminal Court Fund 

Excess (deficieney) of revenues and other 
financing sources (uses) over expenditures 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit F-6 

V ariance - 
Final favorable 
Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 1,202,700 $ 608,687 $ (594,013) 

220,700 95,316 (125,384) 

1,423,400 704,003 (719,397) 

2,290,400 
t00,000 
75,100 

1,366,380 
105,997 
30,355 

924,020 

(5)97) 
44,745 

2,465,500 1,502,732 962 768 

(1,042,100) (798,729) 243,371 

5,200 
70,300 
41,000 
29,700 

5,200 

70,300 
41,000 
129,700 

(60,000) (60,000) 

1,451,741 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
G EISM AR  CO M M UNITY  CEN TER  FUND 

STATEM E NT O F REVENUES, EXPEN D ITU RES, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALAN CE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS)AN D ACTUAL 

REVENUES 

M iscellaneous 

Charges for services 

Capital projects 
Architect & Landscape 

Contract Paym ents 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Exhibit F-7 

Variance - 
Final favorable 

Budeet _Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 300,000 $ 302,119 ~ _ 2,119 

36,700 

603,700 

20,689 

588,69L 
16,011 

15,009 

640~00 609,380 __  31,020 



 

PA RISH  O F A SC EN SIO N 
BUN NH O O D/FO NTA NA CAN AL PR O JECT FUND  

STATEM ENT O F REV EN UES, EXPEND ITUR ES, AND  CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
lntergovem mental 
Grant 

EXPEND ITURES 

Capital projects 
Contract paym ents 
Engineering 
Adminislration 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating Wans fers in 
W es t Ascension Drainage Fund 
Sales end Use Fund 

Total other financing sources 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues end other 
financing sour ce s over expenditures 

FUND BALAN CE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Exhibit F-8 

Variance - 
Final favorable 
Budget Actual (unfavorable) 

$ 1,063,400 $ 1,033,643 $ (29,757) 

1,181,500 
80,200 
129,400 

1,168,574 

82,31t 
127 306 

12,926 

(2,h i) 
2,094 

1,391,100 1,378,191 12,909 

(327,700) (344,548) (16,848) 

277,700 
50 000 

277,700 
50,000 

327,700 327,700 

Notes on Exhibit A- 14 ar e an integral part of this statement. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
RO A D PR O JECT FUND - M A JO R FUND 

STATEM ENT O F R EVENUES, EXPEN DITURES, AND  CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 
M iscellaneous 
Interest and other 

EXPENDITUR ES 

Capital projects 
Contract payments 
Right of way acquisition 
Professional 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures  over revenues 

O TH ER FINAN CIN G SOURCES 

For the year ended Dec ember 31, 2003 

Final 

Exhibit F-9 

Variance - 
favorable 

Budget Actual ~'unfavorable) 

$ 556,000 $ 452,749 $ (103,251) 

8,650,000 
1,500,000 
1,475,000 

2,069,866 
685,343 

1,095,520 

6,580,134 
814,657 
379,480 

11,625,000 3,850,729 7,774,271 

. (11,069,000) (3,397,980) 7,671,020 



 

Exhibit F-IO 

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 
EA ST ASCEN SIO N DRA IN A G E PR O JE CT FUND - M AJO R  FUND  

STATEM ENT O F REVEN UES, EX PENDITURE S, AN D CH AN G ES IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REV ENUES 
M iscellaneous 
Interest 

EXPENDITURES 

Capital projects 
Contract paym ents 
Capital outlay - fight-of-way 
Engineer 

M iscellan eous 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

O THER  FINANCING SO URCES 

Operating transfers in 

East Ascension Drainage Restricted Fund 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
financing sources over expendi tures 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of yeas 

Final 

Variance - 
favorable 

Budget Actual (unfavorab|f) 

$ 150,000 .~_ 107,208 $ (42,792) 

5,790,000 
530,000 

1,225,500 
145,000 

1,758,529 
54,358 
587,641 

_  106,942 

4,031,471 
475,642 
637,859 
38,058 

7,690,500 2,507~70 5,183,030 

(7,540,500) (2A00,262) 5,140,238 

7,740,500 7,740,500 

$ 200,000 5,340,238 $ 5,140,238 

3,513,574 

81853~812 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an  integral part of this statem ent. 
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PAR ISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

N O NM AJO R PRO PRIETAR Y  FUN DS 

CO UNTRY RID G E SEW ER SYSTEM  

The Country Ridge Sew er System  Fund is used to account for the m aintenance an d operation of the 
Country Ridge sewer system  which provides w aste water disposal for the participating residents. 

TRA ILERLAN D SEW ER  SYSTEM  

Th e Trailerlan d Sew er  System  Fund is used to account for the m aintenance, operation, and th e 
co m pletion of co nstruction of the Trailerland sew er system  which provides w aste water disposal for the 
participating residents. 

DARR O W  SEW ER  SYSTEM  

Th e D arrow Sew er System  Fun d is used to acco un t for the construction of th e D arrow  sew er sys tem  
which will provide w aste water disposal for the participating residents. 



PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

C O M BIN IN G  STA TEM EN T O F N ET A SSETS 

N O NM AJO R  PRO PRIETA RY FUN D S 

December 31, 2003 

Country Ridge 
Sewer 
System  

ASSETS 
Current asse~: 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 
Investments 
Accounts receivable, net 
Due from other governm ents 
Capital assets: 
Non-depreciable 
Depreciablc, net 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities: 
Accounts payable and acem ed liabilities 
Due to other funds 

Total liabilities 

NET ASSETS 
Investment in capital assets, 
net of related debt 

Omestrieted 

Total net assets 

Trailerland 
Sewer 
System 

50 $ 
13,503 
7,111 

341.112 

$ 361.776 

Darrow 
Sewer 

System 

3,645 236,855 
2,393 

144.121 

978,740 89,651 

$ 1,128,899 $ 326,506 

1,055 $ 
419 

1.474 

341,112 
19.190 

81,508 $ 27,506 
85.437 

Exhibit G 

Total 

50 
254,003 
9,504 

144,121 

1,068,391 
341.112 

$ 1,817,181 

$ 110,069 
85,856 

166,945 271506 195,925 

978,740 

(16,786) 
89,651 
209,349 

1,409,503 
211.753 

360,302 9611954 299,000 1fi21,256 

Total liabilities and net assets 361,776 $ 1,128~899 $ 326,506 $ 1,817,181 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SION 

COM BININ G STATEM ENT OF REVEN UES, EXPEN SES, AND 
CH AN GES IN FUN D NET ASSETS 
N O N M A JO R PRO PRIETAR Y FUND S 

OPERATING REVENUES 
C harges for services 
M iscellaneous 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Country Ridge 
Sewel: 
System 

Trailerland 
Sew er 
System 

Darrow 
Sew er 
System 

45,341 $ 2,393 $ 
161 

Total operating revenues 45,502 2,393 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Depreciation 
M aintenartee 
Professional services 
Administrative fees 
Insurance premiums 

MjsceUaneous 

Total operating expenses 

Operating loss 

NONOPERATING REVENUES 
Ope rating tzans fcrs in 
Interes t 
Grants and contributions 

Net nonoperafing revenues 

Net income 

RETAINED EARNINGS 
Regirming of year 

End of year 

20,065 
4t,619 

8,865 

70,549 

2~24 
4,027 
3,609 
400 

20.460 

(25,047) (18,067) 

ExhibitG-1 

Total 

47,734 
161 

56,960 10,000 299,000 
1,555 

20,065 
44,043 
4,027 
13,609 
400 

8,~65 

(43,114) 

365,960 
1,555 

596A02 

58,515 606,402 

33,468 588,335 299,000 920,803 

326,834 373,619 

$ 360,30
..
2 $ 961,954 299.000 

Notes on Exhibi~ A-I 4 are an integral part of this stateme nt. 
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PA RISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

COM BININ G STA TEM ENT O F CA SH  FLO W S 
NO NM AJO R  PR O PRIETARY FUN D S 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

CASH FLOW  FROM  OPERATING ACTIVITIES 
Receipts from customers 
Payments to suppliers for goods and services 

Country Ridge 
Sewer 
System 

$ 45,162 
(51,099) 

Trailerland 
Sewer 
System 

$ 
(19,964) 

Net cash used for operating activities (5,937) (19,964) 

CASH FLOW  FROM  INVESTING ACTIVITIES 
Interest received on investm ents 1,555 

(Increase) decrease in investments 4~383 

Net cash provided by (used for) 
investing activities 5,938 

CASH FLOW S FROM  CAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
Fixed asset additions 
Capital grants 

Net cash used  for capital and related  
financing activities  

CASH FLOW S FROM  NONCAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
Transfers in from other funds 
Advances from other fu nds 
Payment on loans from other funds 

Net cash provided by (used for) noncapital 
and related financing activities 

Net change in cash 

CASH 
Beginning of period 

End of period 

56,960 

(56,961) 

49A 10 

49.410 

(753,865) 
628,987 

Darrow 
Sewer 
System 

(236,855) 

Exhibit G-2 

Total 

$ 45,162 
(71,063) 

1,555 

(183r062) 

(62,145) (8 t6,0t0) 
628,987 

(124,878) (62,145) (187,023) 

10,000 299,000 
85,432 

95,432 299.000 

RECONCILIATION OF OPERATING LOSS TO 
NET CASH USED FOR OPERA TING ACTIVI TIES 

Operating loss: 

Adjustm ents of operating loss: 
Depreciation 
Chan ge in operating assets and liabilities: 

Accounts receivable 
Accounts payable and accrued  liabilities 

(25,047) $ 

20,065 

(340) 
(615) 

(18,067) 

(2,393) 
496 

Net cash used for operating activities $ (5,937) $ (19,964) 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part & this statement. 
148 

365,960 

85~32 
(56,961) 

(43,114) 

20,065 

(2,733) 
(119) 



M A INTENAN CE FUN D 

PA RISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 

INTER NAL SERVICE FUN D S 

The M aintenance Fund is used to account for general m aintenance for the Parish governm ental units 
from  which funding is provided. 

ASC ENSIO N PAR ISH  IN SURAN CE FUN D 

Th e Ascension Parish Insurance Fun d is a partially self-insured program  for general liability, property 
insurance , auto liability an d workm an's com pens ation. 

D ENTAL IN SU RA NCE FUND 

Th e Den tal Insurance Fun d is a dental insuran ce program  funded through payroll ded uctions, including 
a portion sponsored by the Parish, for its em ployees. 



ASSETS 
Cash and cas h equivalents 
Investm ents 

Accounts receivable 

Total assets 

PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

CO M BINING  STATEM ENT O F N ET A SSETS 
INTERN AL SERVICE FUN D S 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

LIABILITIES AND RETAINED EARNIN GS 

LIABILITIES 
Accoun ts payable and accrued 
liabilities 

Claim s payable 

Total liabilities 

RETAINED EARNING S 
Unres erved 

Total liabilities an d retained 
earnings 

M aintenance 
Insurance 
Fund 

$ 124,885 
549,489 1,727,946 

16.074 

549A89 

Exhibit H 

Dental 
Insurance Total 

7,699 
14.761 

22.460 

$ 124,885 
2,285,134 

30,835 

$ 2,440,854 

67,824 $ 74,198 $ 7,327 $ 149,349 
1.141.759 1.141.759 

67,824 1,215,957 7,327 1,291,108 

481.665 652,948 15.133 1.149,746 

$ 549,489 $ 1,868,905 $ 22,460 $ 2,440~854 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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PAR ISH  OF ASCEN SIO N 

C O M BININ G  STATEM E NT O F R EVEN UES, 
EXPEN DITUR ES AN D CH ANG ES IN FUN D NET ASSETS 

INTERN AL SERVICE FUND S 

OPERATING REVENUES 
Insurance premiums 
M isce llaneous 

Total revenues 

OPERATIN G EXPENSES 
M aintenance 

Professional services 
Insurance premiums 
Insurance claim s 

Operating income (loss) 

NONOPERA TING REVENUES 
Proceeds from sale of property 
M iscellaneous 
Operating transfers in 

N et nonoperating revenues 

Net income 

RETAINED EARNINGS 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

M aintenance 

$ 
8,822 

1,035,802 

Insurance 
Fond 

$ 1359~55 
21,639 

1381.494 

35394 
565,351 
334.027 

Exhibit H-1 

Dental 
In surance Total 

$ 160,229 $ 1,620~84 
30A61 

35260 

98.039 

1,035,802 

70fl54 
565,351 

432~66 

1,035,802 934,872 133,299 2,103,973 

(1,026,980) 546,622 26,930 (453,428) 

308 

1,102,300 
535,282 

308 
535,282 

1,102,300 

75,628 1,081,904 26,930 1,184362 

406,037 (428,956) (11,797) (34,716) 

$ 481,665 $ 652,948 15.133 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 are an integral part of this statement. 
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PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

CO M BININ G  STATEM ENT O F CA SH  FLO W S 
IN TERNA L SERVICE FUN D S 

CASH FLOW  FROM  OPERATIN G ACTIVITIES 
Receipts from customers 
Payments to suppliers for goods and services 
Payments to ~aployees for services end benefits 

Net cash provided by (used for) 
operating activities 

For the year ended  December 31, 2003 

M aintenance 

9,005 

(225,135) 
(813,253) 

Insurance 
Fund 

$ 1,474,423 
(939,397) 

Dental 
Insurance 

170~88 
(131,270) 

Exhibit H-2 

$ 1,653,516 
(1,295,802) 
(813,253) 

(1,029,383) 535,026 38,818 (455,539) 

CASH FLOW  FROM  INVESTING ACTIVITIES 

Changes in investments (73,225) (471,092) (7,699) (552,016) 

CAStl FL OW S FR OM  CAPITAL AND 
RELATED FINANCING ACT IVI TIES 
Proceeds from sale ofpropeaW  

CASH FLOW S FROM  NONCAFI TAL AND 
RE LATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
Transfers in from other funds 
Payment on loans from other funds 

308 

1,102,300 

Net cash provided by (used for) capital 
and related financing activities 1,102,300 

Net inerease in cash 

CASH 
Beginning of period 

End of period 

RE CONCILIATI ON OF OPERATIN G INCOME (LOSS) 
TO NET CASH PROVIDED BY (USED FOR) 
OPERATING ACTIVITIES: 
Operating income (Io~s) 
Chen ge in operating assets en d liabilities: 

Accounts receivable 
Accounts payable en d accrued  liab ilities 

Net cash provided by (used for) 
operating activities 

$ 

63#34 

$ 124,885 

1,102,300 

01,119) (31,119) 

63,934 

60,951 

$ 124,885 

$ (1,026,980) $ 546,622 $ 26,930 $ (453328) 

183 

(2,586) 
(7,071) 9,859 

2,029 
2,971 

(5,082) 

$ (1,029,383) S 535,026 $ 38,818 

NON-CASH TRA NSACTIONS: 

Claims dismissed en d change in estimate to claims reserve $ $ 535,282 

Notes on Exhibit A-14 arc an integral part of this statemen t. 
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PA RISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

SCH EDULE O F EX PEN DITUR ES O F FEDERAL A W AR DS 
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PARISH  O F A SCEN SIO N 

NO TES TO SCH EDULE O F EXPENDITUR ES O F FEDERA L AW ARD S 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE 1 - SUM M A RY O F SIGNIFICANT ACO UNTING PO LICIES 

Basis of Accounting 

The Parish of Ascension's Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards is presented 
using th e accrual basis of accounting, which is described in Note 1 to the Parish's 
financial statem ents for th e year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003. 
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PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 

SPECIA L IND EPENDENT A UD ITO R S' R EPO RTS 



REPO RT O N CO M PLIA NCE AN D O N INTER N AL CO NTRO L O V ER  FIN AN CIAL 
REPO RTIN G  BA SED O N AN  A UDIT O F FIN AN C IA L STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 

IN  A CCO RD AN CE W ITH  G O VE RNM ENT AUD ITIN G STA ND A RD S 

Honorable Chairm an an d M em bers 
of the A scension Parish Council 
Donaldsonville, Louisian a 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the PA RISH  O F ASCENSION  as of an d for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 2003, and have issued  our report thereon dated M ay 7, 2003. W e conducted our 
audit in accordan ce w ith auditing stan dards generally accepted  in the United  States of Am erica an d th e 
stan dar ds applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e 
Com ptroller G eneral of th e United States. 

W e did not audit the financial statem ents of the A scension Parish Library, a blended com ponent unit, 
or th e finan cial statem ents of th e follow ing discretely presented co m po nent units: 

District Attom ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff  
A scension Parish Clerk of Court 
Ascension Parish A ssessor 
A scension Parish Court 
Tw enty-Third Judicial District Indigen t D efender Boar d 

Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 
Asce nsion Parish Com m unication District 
East A scension Hospital Service District 
W est A scension H ospital Service D istrict 
A sce nsion Parish W ater W orks District N o. 2 

Th es e finan cial statem en ts were audited by other auditors whose rep orts have been furnished to us, an d 
our opinion, insofar as it relates  to the am oun ts included  for th ese entities , was based  on the reports of 
the oth er audi to rs. 

Furtherm ore, th e com plian ce with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts an d grants and 
internal co ntrol over  finan cial rep orting of th e Ascension Parish Library an d th e discretely pres ented  
com ponent units listed  above were evaluated by oth er  auditors and those reports, if an y, can be foun d 
in the separately issued financial rep orts of each such un it. 
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Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the PARISH OF A SCENSION 's financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith  certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and gran ts, noncom pliance with which could have a direct 
an d m aterial effect on th e determ ination of finan cial statem ent am ounts. H ow ever, providing an  

opinion on complian ce with those provisions was not an  objective of our audit an d, accordingly, we do 
not express such an  opinion. The results of our tests disclosed an  instance of noncom plian ce th at is 
required to be reported  under Government Auditing Standards, which is described in th e acco m pan ying 
sched ule of findings and questioned  co sts as  Item 2003-1. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning an d perform ing our  audit, we co nsidered  th e PARISH  OF ASCENSION 's internal co ntrol 
over finan cial reporting to determ ine our auditing proced ur es for th e purpose of expressing our  opinion 
on th e finan cial statem ents an d not to provide as surance on th e internal co ntrol over  finan cial reporting. 
Our consider ation of the intern al control o-~er  financial reporting w ou~d not necessarily disclose al~ 
m atters in th e intern al control over finan cial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial 
weakness is a condition in which th e design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control 
com ponen ts does not reduce to a relatively low level th e risk th at m isstatem ents in am ounts th at w ould 
be material in relation to th e finan cial statem ents being audited m ay occur  an d not be detected  within a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al co urse of perform ing their as sign ed functions . W e noted no 
m atters no m atters involving the internal control over  finan cial reporting and its operation th at we 
co nsider  to be m aterial weaknesses. A dditionally, w e noted  other m atters involving the internal control 
over finan cial reportin g that we have reported to m an agem ent of th e PARISH  O F ASCEN SION , in a 
separate letter dated  M ay 7, 2004. 

This rep ort is intended  solely for the inform ation an d use of th e Parish Council an d m an agem ent, th e 
Louisian a Legislative Auditor an d federal awarding agencies an d pass-through  entities an d is not 
intended  to be an d should not be used by anyone oth er than  th ese specified parties. Under Louisiana 

Revised Statutes 24:513, this rep ort is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

Certified  Public A ccountan ts 
Baton Rouge, Lo uisian a 
M ay 7, 2004 
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IN DEPEN D ENT AUD ITO RS' REPO RT O N 

PARISH  SY STEM  O F RO AD TR AN SPO RTATIO N 

Honorable Chairm an an d M embers 
of the Ascension Parish Council 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the finan cial statem ents of the PA RI SH  O F ASCENSIO N  as of an d for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 2003, an d have issued  our report thereon dated M ay 7, 2004. 

W e did not audit th e financial statem ents of the Ascen sion Parish Library, a blended component un it, 
or the finan cial statem ents of the following discretely presented com ponent units: 

District A ttorn ey of th e Tw enty-Third Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff  
A scension Parish Cler k of Court 
Ascension Parish A ssessor 
A scension Parish Court 
Tw en ty-Third Judicial District Indigent D efender  Board 
Tw enty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expen se Fun d 
A scension Parish Com m unication District 
Eas t A scension Hospital Service D istrict 
W est A scension Hospital Service District 
A scension Parish W ater W orks D istrict N o. 2 

These finan cial statem ents were audited  by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and 
our opinion, insofar as it relates to th e am ounts included  for these en tities , was bas ed  on th e reports of 
th e other  auditors. 

Furtherm ore, the co mpliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations , contra cts an d grants and 
intern al co ntrol over  financial reporting of the As cension Parish Library and the discretely presented 
component units listed  above were evaluated  by other auditors and those repo rts, if any, can be found 
in the sep arately issued financial reports of each such unit. 
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W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted  auditing stan dards, Government 
Auditing Standards, issued  by the Com ptroller General of the United States; an d Office of 

Management an d Budget (OMB) Circular A- 133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit 
Organizations. Those stan dards an d OM B Circular  A-133 require th at we plan  an d perform  the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about wheth er the finan cial statem ents ar e free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with laws, regulations, contracts, an d gran ts applicable to the PA R ISH  O F 
ASCEN SION , is the responsibility of the Parish of Ascension's m an agem ent. As part of obtaining 
reasonable as sur ance about wheth er th e finan cial statem en ts are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we 
tes ted  th e Parish of A scension's com plian ce w ith Louisian a Revised  Statutes 48:751-760, the Parish 
Transportation Act, relating to the adoption of a parish system  of road administration. However, the 
objective of our audit of the finan cial statem ents was not to provide an opinion on overall complian ce 
with  such provisions. A cco rdingly, w e do not express such an opinion. 

Th e results of our tests disclosed  no instan ces of m aterial nonco m pliance w ith  the provi sions of the 
Parish Transportation A ct. 

This report is intended  solely for th e inform ation an d use of the Parish Council an d m an agem en t, an d 
the Lo uisian a Legislative Auditor an d is not inten ded  to be and should not be used by an yone other 
than  th ese specified  parties. Under Louisian a Revised  Statutes 24:513, this report is distributed by th e 
Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent 

Baton Rouge, Lo uisiana 
M ay 7, 2004 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITH REQUIREM ENTS 
APPLICA BLE TO  EACH  M A JO R PR O G RAM  AN D INTERN A L CO N TRO L 
O VER  C O M PLIAN CE IN ACCO RD A NCE W ITH  O M B CIRC ULAR  .4,-133 

Honorable Chairm an an d M embers 
of the A scension Parish Council 
Donaldsonville, Louisian a 

Com pliance 

W e have audited the com pliance of the PARISH OF ASCEN SIO N with  th e types of com plian ce 

requirements described in the U. S. Offi ce of M anagement and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 
Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended 
December 31, 2003. The PARISH OF ASCENSION's major federal programs are identified in the 
sum m ary of auditor's results section of th e accom pan ying schedule of findings an d questioned  costs. 

Complian ce with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts an d gran ts applicable to its major 
fed eral progr am  is the responsibility of the PARISH O F A SCEN SIO N 's m anagem en t. Our 
responsibility is to express an  opinion on th e PA RISH  O F A SC ENSIO N 'S com plian ce based on our 
audit. 

W e did not audit th e finan cial statem ents of the A scension Parish Library, a blended com ponent unit, 
or the finan cial statem ents of th e follow ing discretely presented  com ponent units : 

D istrict Attorney of th e Twenty-Th ird Judicial District 
A scension Parish Sheriff 
A scension Parish Clerk of Cour t 
A scen sion Parish A ssessor 
Ascension Parish Court 
Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defen der Board 
Twen ty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fun d 
Ascension Parish Comm unication District 
Eas t A sce nsion Hospital Service District 
W est Ascension Hospital Service District 
As ce nsion Parish W ater W orks District N o. 2 

Thes e finan cial statem en ts were audited  by other auditors whose reports have been furn ished to us, an d 
our opinion, insofar as it relates  to th e am oun ts included  for th ese entities

, was  bas ed on th e reports of 
the oth er auditors . 

Furtherm ore, the co m pliance with  certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants an d 
intern al control over finan cial reporting of the Ascen sion Parish Library an d the discretely pres en ted  
com ponen t units listed above, was evaluated  by oth er  auditors an d those rep orts, if an y, can  be found in 
th e separately issued  fm anciat rep orts of each such unit. 
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W e conducted our audit of com pliance in accordan ce w ith auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica; the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General of th e United  States; an d OM B Circular A-133, 

Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OMB 
Circular A-133 require that we plan an d perform th e audit to obtain reasonable as sur ance about 
whether noncom pliance with  th e types of com plian ce requirem ents referred to above th at co uld have a 

direct an d material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence about the PARISH O F ASCENSIO N 's com plian ce w ith th ose requirem ents an d 
perform ing such other procedur es as  we co nsidered  nec essary in the circum stan ces. W e believe th at our 
audit provides a reas onable bas is for our  opin ion. Our audit does not provide a legal determ ination on 
th e Parish of Ascension's com plian ce w ith  th ose req uirem ents. 

In our opinion, the Parish of A scension, co m plied, in all m aterial respects, with th e requirem ents 

referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 
31, 2003. 

Internal Control O ver Com pliance 

The m an agem ent of the PAR ISH  O F ASCEN SIO N is responsible for establishing an d m aintaining 
effective internal control over com plian ce with  requirem ents of laws, regulations, co ntracts an d grants 
applicable to fed er al progr am s. In planning an d perform ing our  audit, we considered  the Parish of 
Ascension's internal control over com plian ce  with  requirem ents th at co uld have a direct and m aterial 

effec t on a major federal program to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
our  opinion on com pliance an d to test an d report on internal control over co m pliance in acco rdan ce 
w ith  OM B Circular  A -133. 

Our  co nsideration of th e intern al control over co m plian ce w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in  
th e internal control that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which 
th e design or operation of one or m ore of the in ternal control com ponents does not red uce to a 
relatively low level th e risk that noncomplian ce with  the applicable requirem ents of laws, regulations , 

contracts an d gran ts that would be material in relation to a major program  being audited may occur an d 
not be detected within a tim ely period by employees in th e norm al course of perform ing th eir assigned  
functions . W e noted no m atters involving the intern al co ntrol over complian ce and its operation that 
we co nsider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This rep ort is intended  solely for th e inform ation an d use of th e Parish Council an d m an agem ent, th e 
Louisian a Legislative Auditor and fed eral awar ding agen cies an d pass-through entities an d is not 
in tended  to be an d should not be used  by an yone other th an  th ese specified  parties. Under Lo uisian a 
Revised  Statutes.24:513, thi s rep ort is distributed by th e Legislative Auditor as  a public docum ent 

Baton R ouge, Louisian a 
M ay 7, 2004 

Certified Public Acco untan ts 
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PARISH  O F ASCEN SIO N 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

1) Summary of Auditors' Results: 

A) The type of report issued on the financial statements: Unqualified opinion 

B) Reportable conditions in internal control were disclosed  by the audit of finan cial statem ents 
N one 
M aterial w eaknesses: None 

C) Noncompliance which is material to the financial statements: None 

D) Reportable conditions in internal control over major programs: None 

E) Th e type of report issued  on complian ce for major programs: Unqualified opinion 

F) Any audit findings which are required to be reported  under Section 510 (a) of OMB 
Circular A -133:2003-1 

G) M ajor programs 

U .S. Departm ent of Housing an d U rban Developm ent 
D epartm ent of Housing and Com m unity A ffairs 
Section 8 H ousing - Existing/Parish 
C .F.D .A . 14.871 

U .S. D epartm ent of H ousing an d U rban  Developm en t 
Louisiana Offi ce of Com m un ity Developm ent 
Louisian a Com m unity Developm ent Block Gran t 
Trailerland Sewer  System  
C.F.D .A 14.228 

Fed eral Em ergency M an agem ent Agency 
State of Loui sian a 
Offi ce of Em er gen cy Prep ar edness 
Public Assistance Disaster Relief 

Bunn Hood Project 
C.F.D .A . 83.548 

H) Dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A an d Typ e B programs: $ 300,000 

I) Auditee qualified as a low-risk auditee under Section 530 of OM B Circular A-133: No 

Findings relating to the finan cial statem ents reported  in accordan ce with Govern m ent Auditing 
Stan dards: 2003-1 

Findi ngs and questioned  cost relating to fed eral awar ds: 2003-1 
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PARISH  O F ASCENSIO N 
DonaldsonviUe, Louisiana 

SUM MARY OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

2003-1 Governor's Safe and Drug Free Schools Program (M ental Health Fund) 

O bservation: During the year eroded Decem ber 31, 2003
, federal funds received through the State of 

Louisiana for the Governor's Safe and Drug Free program  and adm inistered by the Parish of 
Ascension's M ental Health departm en t were used to purchase m aterials from  a national vendor

. The 
ven dor paid a comm ission from  the sales to a 
associated with  this non-profit organization. 

organization in th e employee's nam e. 

non-profit organization. An em ployee of the Parish is 
A commission of $1,541 was paid to the non-profit 

The Parish was m ade aware of this arrangem ent by the vendor an d the non-profit organization in the 
late 2003 and notified th e District Attorn ey for appropriate action. 

Th e paym ent of this com m ission m ay constitute a conflict of interest per Louisian a Revised Statute 

(R.S.) 42:1112. Furthermore, the em ployee ceased employm ent with the Parish in 2004. 

R ecom m endation: W e recom m end th at this m atter be forwarded to th e Louisian a Board of Eth ics for 
further review . 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: Th e Parish reviewed this m atter with th e D istrict Attorney's 
office  in 2003. However

, th e m atter was not resolved and was  forwarded to the federal gran ting 
agen cy an d th e Louisian a Legislative Auditor for appropriate action. 

Bas ed  on th e above findings, the Parish intends to review th is m atter with  the District Attorney for 
further action. 
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PAR ISH  O F A SCEN SIO N  
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

SUM M ARY OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

2002-1 Tourist Center Appropriations (Resolved) 

O bservation: During 2002, we reviewed certain appropriations m ade to non-profit organizations by 
the Ascension Parish Tourist Commission. Such expenditures were m ade to organizations th at certain 
m embers an d em ployees of th e Tourist Com m ission were either  directly or indirectly affiliated. In 
February 2003, th e Louisian a Board of Governm ental Ethics addressed two of these situations with  the 
Comm issiOn, with  no violation of the Code of Governm en tal Ethics occurring. 

However , a conflict of interest policy is curren tly not in place relating to such m atters. No such policy 
w as prepar ed during 2003 as  a result of our 2002 recom m endation. 

D uring 2003, th e Parish forw ar ded th is m atter to its legal counsel. Legal counsel for th e Parish 
reco mm ended that th e Parish utilize th e Louisian a Code of Governm ental Ethics as  th e appropriate 
guidan ce concerning this m atter . As a resul t, th e Parish co nsiders this m atter resolved 
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Honorable Chairm an and M em bers of 
The A scension Parish Council 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

RECFIVED L E
.GtSL,~ r/V~ ~(]~1 T

OR 
O~ JtlN ?3 AM I1

: OS 

In planning an d perform ing our audit of the financial statem ents of the Parish of 

Ascension (the Parish) for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, we considered its internal control 
to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the finan cial 
statem ents and not to provide assuran ce on th e internal control. 

How ever, during our audit, w e becam e aw are of several m atters that are opportunities for 
strengthening internal controls an d operating efficiency. W e previously reported on the Parish's 
internal control in our  report dated M ay 7, 2004. This letter does not affect our report dated M ay 
7, 2004 on the financial statem ents of the Parish. 

W e will review the status of th ese com m ents during our next audit engagem ent. W e have 
already discussed th ese com m ents and suggestions with various Parish personnel

, and w e w ill be 
pleased to discuss these com m ents in further detail at your convenience

, to perform  any 
additional study of th ese m atters, or to as sist you in im plem enting the recom m endations. Our 
com m ents are sum m arized on Attachm ent A . 

Attachm ent B, on page 12, recaps the 2003 actu al and 2004 budgeted operating surp lus 

(deficit) along with fiand balances for 2003 and 2002. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Parish Council
, 

m an agem ent, the Louisian a Legislative Auditor, an d oth ers w ithin th e organization an d is not 
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other tban these specified parties. Under 
Louisian a Revised Statutes 24:513, this report is distributed by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
as a public docum ent. 

Baton Rouge, Louisian a 
M ay 7, 2004 

Certified Public Accountants 
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PRIO R YEA R O PERA TIO NA L RECO M M ENDTATIO N S 

OR 2002-1 DENTAL INSURANCE FUND (Resolved) 

Prior Year Finding: During 2002, the Parish established a fund to account for a new ly 
established employee benefit program  for dental insurance benefits. At December 31, 2002, the 
fund experienced a deficit of approxim ately $11,800, which is due to an  inadequate funding of 
prem ium s to cover claim s m ade during the period. Prem ium s collected during 2002 were 
approximately $140,000, while claims an d expenses incurred were approximately $152,000. 
During 2003, the Parish increased the claim s deductible and prem ium s charged to em ployees 
along with m atching contributions, which elim inated th e deficit previously sustained. As a 
result, th e Parish believes that the current funding level is adequate to avoid operating deficits. 

O R 2002-2 SEW ER UTILITY O PERATIN G LO SSES 

O bservation: During 2003 and 2002, the Parish operated a sewer  system  in Country Ridge 
Subdivision an d experienced operating losses of approxim ately $25,000 and $40,000, 
respectively. Additionally, user fees increased during late 2003 for Country Ridge. How ever, 
the fee increase approved by th e Parish w as not im plem ented during 2003 by the th ird-party 
billing provider as instructed by the Parish. As a result, essential service fees wer e neither  billed 
nor collected by the Parish to alleviate this deficit. Finally, th e Trailerlan d sewer system  was 
operational in late 2003 with custom er  billings starting in Decem ber 2003. The system  sustained 
an  operating loss of approxim ately $18,000 for 2003. 

Recom m endation: A s an enterprise fu nd, user fees and/or other funding sources should be 
adequate to prevent oper ating deficits. The basic prem ise is that capital thcilities require on- 
going m aintenance and replacem ent that can only be achi eved through the appropriate level of 
revenues to correspond to related expenses. A ccordingly, th e Parish should establish adequate 
fees charged to utility users or reduce the related expenses incurred for th ese utility system s so 
that profitability is achieved. 

It is likely that the user rates will need to be adjusted periodically and/or an alternative source of 
revenues be identified to support the operation of th ese utility system s on an  on-going basis. To 
eliminate these operating deficits, a user fee of at least $35 per month is necessary. The Parish 
should resolve the billing errors with its billing service provider im m ediately. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: During 2002, th e Parish Council and A dm inistration 

com m itted to operating the Country  Ridge sew er system  in com plian ce with environm ental 
regulations. A significan t portion of the com m itm ent w as  m onetary, which included repairs to 
collection lines, equipm ent replacem ent an d rem oval of the oxidation pond previously used. A s 
a result of these efforts, the system  has com plied with EPA stan dards. Parish m an agem ent is 
reviewing this situation on a regular basis. During 2003, user  rates wer e increased for Coun try 
Ridge, which w as considered adequate to achi eve an  appropriate level of However, th e Parish 
intends to resolve the billing errors im m ediately. Finally, th e Parish intends to control expenses 
at th ese sewer system s within the resources available as generated by user fees. The 
im plem entation of these m easures should elim inate the recurring operating losses. 



OR 2002-3 PLAN OF OPERATION FOR PARISH ROADS (Resolved) 

Prior Year Finding: The Parish's written unitary plan of operation for selection of parish roads 
for new construction and m aintenan ce required updating in 2002. During its M ay 2003 m eeting, 
the Council adopted the updated docum en t for road m aintenance an d constru ction procedures 
relating to its existing six-year capital im provem ent plan . A s a result of this corrective action, 
m an agem ent considers the m atter resolved. 

OR 2002-4 DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUNDS (Resolved) 

Observation: The Parish currently maintains cash of approximately $2.5 million to m eet debt 
service reserve requirem ents for three separately issued bonds payable. Previously, we 
recom m ended the Parish explore alternative m ethods to com ply with the debt service reserve 

fund requirement and utilize these cash reserves for capital projects. 

During 2003, m an agem ent of the Parish requested its Bond Counsel to review th is issue and 
present a recom m endation for consideration by the Parish Council and East Ascension Drainage 
Boar d. How ever, the proposed cost to un dertake th is opportunity w as considered un reasonable 
an d as a result no action was taken. As a result, the Parish considers this m atter resolved. 

OR 2001-1 FIRE DISTRICT PURCHASES (Resolved) 

O bservation: It was  reported in 2002 and 200t that the Fire Districts of the Parish were 
deviating fi'om  stan dar d parish procedures of procurem ent through the Parish's pur chasing 
departm ent. In particular , the fire departm ents in District N o. 1 w ere issuing pur chase orders for 
expenditures separate from  th e purchase order system  of th e Parish. A dditionally, th e fire 
dep artm ents in District N o. 2 did not issue purchase orders, but approved expenditures at each 
boar d m eeting prior to forwar ding to the Par ish finan ce office for paym ent. 

In N ovem ber 2002, the Parish Council adopted a resolution to instruct both Districts to com ply 
w ith  the Parish's purchasing policy effective January 1, 2003. The Districts adopted a resolution 
to adhere to the pur chasing policies currently in practice. During 2003, the D istricts successfully 
im plem en ted the use of the Parish's purchasing procedures. A s a result, the Parish considers this 
m atter resolved. 

O R 2001-2 SELF-IN SURAN CE FUN D 

O bservation: During th e year  ended Decem ber 31, 2002, the Parish's insurance plan for general 
liability an d property dam age was  significan tly chan ged based on policies offer ed by insur an ce 
com panies, an d its previous insurer term inating such coverage for its Louisian a custom ers. 
Previously, the Parish was responsible for claim s sustained of $30,000 per occurrence an d an 
aggregate self-insur ed reten tion of $125,000 per policy year. Additionally, the Parish is 
responsible for workers' compensation claim s incurred of $250,000 per occurrence an d an  
aggregate self-insur ed retention of $1,000,000. 



During 2002, the Parish's insurance policy increased the loss exposure for claim s sustained 
relating to general liability an d property dam age of $100,000 per occurrence and an  aggregate 
self-insured retention of $600,000. No significan t chan ges have occurred to the Parish's 
insur an ce policies during 2003. The effect on incurred claim s prior to 2002 are not affected by 
these policy chan ges. 

As a result, losses incurred from  futur e claim s will be born e in greater am ounts by th e Parish 
than what has been  custom ary. The 2003 actuarial an alysis of its insur an ce program  indicated a 
claims reserve of approximately $1.2 million, which is a decrease of approxim ately $500,000 
from 2002. Th ese am ounts were separated into two amounts, (1) estimated required reserves of 
$527,000 an d (2) incurred  but not reported losses of $615,000. 

Based on increased prem ium s charged to the various funds of the Parish an d the decrease in 
estim ated claim s, th e fund deficit was elim inated  in 2003. As a result, th e Self-Insur ance Fund 
has a fund balan ce of approxim ately $650,000. 

Reeonnnendatlon: W e reconunend th at the Parish periodically review for its risk exposure its 
self-insuran ce progr am . The prem ium s charged to the various Parish funds need to be reviewed 
m ore frequently th an annually after year -end. 

Specifically, during the budget process, your actu ary should be consulted concerning the incurred  
but unreported liability for the current an d subsequent year  so that interftm d char ges can  be m ore 
accurately determ ined. Furtherm ore, from  a policy perspective, an appropriate fund balance 
should be established  to provide consistency in annual char ges as well as to absorb unan ticipated 
losses not anticipated in the actuarial determ inations. Y our actuary should be consulted to 
provide guidance concerning a recom m endation. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: During 2003, insuran ce char ges were increased to an  
am ount sufficient to elim inate the 2002 deficit and to assess tbr 2003 based on th e 2002 am ounts, 
whi ch has resulted in an overstatem ent. For 2004, the actu ary will be consulted as recomm ended 
above. 

O R 2001-4 FUND DEFICITS 

O bservation: At Decem ber 31, 2003, deficit fu nd balances existed in the Law Offi cers' Court 

Fund of $2,921 an d the Bun n Hood/Fontan a Can al Fnnd of $16,848. 

A dditionally, three additional funds had deficit fu nd balan ces at D ecember 31, 2002, which were 

the Jail Fund of $44,945, the Den tal Insuran ce Fund of $11,797 an d the Self-Insuran ce Fund of 
$428,956. The fund deficits in these funds were eliminated during 2003. 

Recom m endation: The Par ish should increase the fees char ged for court cost to operate the 
fund with out operating deficits. Alternatively, th e Parish could appropriate an interfan d tran sfer 
from th e General Fund to th e Law Officers' Court Fund to elim inate thi s deficit. 

Additionally, th e Parish should appropriate tran sfer s to th e Bnr m  Hood/Fontan a Canal capital 

project to eliminate the fund deficit. 



See OR 2002-1 for corrective action concerning the Dental Insurance Fund an d OR 2001-2 for 
corrective action concern ing the Self-Insurance Fund. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: The Parish will appropriate interfund tran sfers during 

2004 to eliminate the deficit in the Bunn Hood/Fontana Canal capital project fund. On the other 
han d, th e fund deficit in the Law Offi cers' Court Fund is expected to be elim inated through the 
increase in the charges for court cost. 

O R 2000-1 FIN AN CIA L PR O CESSIN G 

O bservation: During th e last three fiscal years, certain recom m endations were m ade concern ing 
finan cial processin g procedures an d assignm ent of duties to Finan ce departm ent personnel. 

During recent year s, the close out of th e Parish's year -en d financial statem ents has historically 
occurred in M arch of the subsequent year . Additionally, th e Parish has im plem ented som e of th e 
recom m endations m ade in 2000. For instan ce, th e Parish is utilizing its acco un ting system  to 
record accounts payable thr ough a subsidiary m odule on a daily bas is. Previously, the Parish 

recorded accounts payable through  journal entry an d maintained man ual records of its vendor 
item ization. Th e use of its accoun ting softwar e to accum ulate accounts payable data greatly 
reduces personnel tim e relating to this essential accounting function. 

The Parish initiated the transition of duties from  its A ssistant Treasurer  to accounting m anager s 
as recom m ended  in 2000. Certain duties relating to gr an t m onitoring, budgeting, capital 
construction m onitoring an d accounting staff supervision w ere tran sitioned to th e accounting 
m an agers during 2002. H ow ever, the com plete im plem entation of our recom m endations has not 
fully occurred. Additionally, th e closing of th e finan cial statem ents continues to occur 
approxim ately 3 m onths after year -end. 

R ecom m endation: W e recom m end the follow ing: 

The m onthly routine for closing of the books should m ore closely resem ble th e year -end 
process w ith tran sition to a m onthly accru al basis finan cial statem ent. A ccordingly, 
gr eater attention could be devoted to m onitoring th e accuracy of balan ce sheet accounts, 
which are prim arily receivables an d property, so that m onthly finan cial statem ents m ore 
closely resem ble the year-end accrual basis. As a result, the m onthly financial statem ents 
w ill be m ore accurate and the year-end closing of the books m aybe accom plished closer 
to Decem ber  31. 

A definitive program of transferring job duties to Finance accounting man agers needs to 
be finalized, which w ill essentially m ove all accounting tasks of the A ssistant Treasur er 
to th e accoun ting m an agers as stated below . In addition, such a program  will address all 
of the suggestions included in this letter that have not been resolved as of this date. 

As suggested in this observation an d through out this letter, our recommendations 
surround redefining the role of Finan ce in adm inistration of Parish activities. Our 
suggestion is that Finan ce activities go beyond traditional accounting responsibilities. In 
particular, such areas could be as follows: 



Re-defining the budgeting process which would implem ent a focus on perform ance 
m easurem ents and goal achievem ent. This process would also include the concept of 
multi-year budgeting which is discussed later in this letter, 
Enhancem ent of investm ent m anagem ent strategies, 
Gran t solicitation strategies, 

Th e use of electronic m ean s to accom plish Parish business, 

Th e Parish Finan ce offi ce operates with com petence an d integrity; however, th e chan ge in th e 
Parish's operating environm ent creates a dem an d to function differ ently. W ith  the grow th  of th e 
Parish over the last 5-10 years, th ere have been no drastic chan ges in processing procedures in 
the Parish Finan ce offi ce to accom m odate th ese higher  dem an ds. This suggestion m er ely points 
out the need to "step-up" the role of the Parish Finance offi ce to be a m ore proactive partner in 
th e adm inistration of activities undertaken by the Parish. 

A significan t factor related  to the finan ce dep artm ent operations is the various requests for 
inform ation subm itted from  a variety of parties. A s a result, a considerable am ount of their 

resources, primarily time of key personnel, is consumed by special projects that prevent the 
addressing of im proved procedures to enh an ce productivity. This situation is only a specific 
instance of th e challenges facing the Parish governm en t; i.e., m ore dem an d for enh an ced services 
with lim ited resources. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: The finalization of the Finan ce departm ent 
reorganization will occur in 2004. During the rem ainder  of 2004 , the A ssistant Treasurer will 
continue to assign  duties to the accounting m anagers an d pursue the developm ent of other 
accounting staff. 

M an agem ent of th e Parish w ill explore the suggestions m entioned above for im plem entation 
during 2004. 

OR 1999-1 M ULTI-Y EAR BUD G ETIN G  

O bservation: A scension Parish does not utilize a m ulti-year budgeting process tbr its operating 
and its capital budgets. On the other han d, in early 2004, the Parish assem bled a com m ittee of 
adm inistration and Council m em bers to explore the use of m ulti-year  budgeting. Recently, a 
presentation w as m ade to the Council concerning a |bur year  plan for public works. 

R ecom m endation: W ith the rapid gr owth that has occurred an d the reduction of sales tax 
collections in recent year s, th e use of m ulti-year budgeting provides a critical m ean s to establish 
priorities for th e use of resources on a conceptu al basis in contrast to isolated instan ces of 

decision-making on major items. This approach will be particularly beneficial in terms of the 
infrastructure needs that continue to increase with the Parish gr owth being experienced. 



Additionally, the use of m ulti-year budgets would dovetail into th e developm ent of a financial 
plan  to accom plish the following: 

~ Identification of on-going governm ental service priorities, 
~ Developm ent of long-range capital budgeting for infrastructure im provem ents, 
~ Developm ent of forecasted revenue based on anticipated econom ic conditions, prim arily 

sales tax revenues, and th e ultim ate im pact on govern m ental services, 
~ Developm ent of finan cial policies for the use of anticipated  resources an d existing fund 

balan ces to address service priorities as identified by Parish offi cials. 

The key consideration in this process is not the developm ent of budgetary am ounts, but the 
identification of th e core co ncerns embraced  by th e Parish's leadership an d th e use of its lim ited 

resources for application to such concerns. For that reason, our judgment is that the capital 
budgeting process w ould be m ore critical than  oper ating budgets, and would be developed  in 
greater detail. However, in light of recent events concerning operating budget shortfalls, th e 
operating budget for th e next few fiscal years will require attention. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: Parish M anagem ent endorses this recom m endation. 

The Parish has developed a six-year capital im provem ent plan for road and drainage needs of the 

Parish. The Parish intends to utilize this project as a model for the implementation of long-term 
budgeting. 

Additionally, the Parish is initiating the first steps to begin developing m ulti-year budgets 
M anagem ent intends to im plem ent th is recom m endation during the 2004 fiscal year. 

O R 1999-2 M O N ITO RIN G O F PARISH CO M PO N EN T UNITS 

O bservation: By resolution in December 1983, the Parish Police Jury adopted a procedure for 
the m onitoring of com ponent units of A scension Parish. Com ponent units are basically those 
boards an d com m issions th at ar e established by the Parish Governing A uthority. The Parish 
Council appoints the governing boar ds of component units an d the com ponent unit gen erally 
seeks the approval and/or access to the borrowing capacity of the Parish when issuing debt. The 
purpose of these procedures w as to m aintain a first-hand w orking knowledge of the operations of 
such agencies, such th at the Parish w as know ledgeable about the operations and related finances 
of such units. 

Th e Parish, as well as the components units, has ignored compliance with the stated objectives 
an d procedur es of th at action for som etim e. Th e Parish has initiated steps during 2002 an d 2003 
to address this recom m endation. Prim arily, th e Parish has contacted its com ponent units through 
written correspondence as to the procedure adopted by th e Parish Police Jury. Additionally, the 
Parish has initiated the process of obtaining m inutes and financial inform ation on an  on-going 
basis. Finally, Parish offi cials an ticipate attending public m eetings held by th ese agencies during 
2004. Alth ough som e progress was m ade, additional im provem ent is needed to address this 
observation. 



Recom m endation: W e recomm end that th e Parish establish the policy to address the Parish's 
level of working knowledge of th e operations and related finances of such com ponent units. In 
particular, th e Parish listed th e following as inform ation necessary to properly exercise its 
responsibility of oversight over  its com ponent units: 

1, Copies of th e operating budgets with in the first m onth of the budget year, 

2. Quarterly financial statements, with budgetary comparisons, 
3. Finan cial statem ents for the year  with budgetary com parisons by Jan uary 31st of the 

subsequent year, 
4. Copies of all m inutes, 
5. Council approval for issuing debt and subm itting grant applications. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: Parish M an agem ent endorses this reco m m endation. 
The m anner in which this suggestion can be im plem ented is being initiated. A dditionally, an  
accounting m an ager with the Par ish Finance offi ce has been assigned the task of gath ering the 
m inim um  requirem ents listed in the Parish policy. Finalization of im plem enting this 
recom m endation should occur during 2004. 

OR 1999-3 ACCOUNTING AND PURCHASING M AN UAL (Resolved) 

O bservation: It was previously reported that the Parish's acco unting an d pur chasing procedures 
m an uals have not been updated fur  changes m ade to the accounting an d purchasing system s. 
During 2003, the Parish created an  updated accounting and purchasing procedures m an ual to 
docum ent its various finan cial cycles. 

OR 1999-4 M ONITORING OF CAPITAL OUTLAY PROJECTS (Resolved) 

Observ ation: W e previously reported that major capital projects were maintained by manual 
records. During 2001 and 2002, newly started capital projects were assign ed an  identification 
num ber, w ithin th e Parish's accounting system , that is used for the accum ulation of costs by 
code. How ever, these system  reports are only used  to gather inform ation for prepar ation of th e 

man ual project summary reports. As a result, Th e Parish is satisfied with the implementation 
strategy used. 

OR 1998-1 FIX ED A SSETS 

O bservation: Historically, the staff of the Pafish's Finan ce offi ce accom plished the updating of 
fixed as sets annually. During recent years, th e Parish began  updating its fixed asset system on a 
quarterly basis. The tracking of this inventory  was accom plished through the Parish's accounting 
system  as recomm ended in 1999. However , the records relating to property were not finalized 

an d presented until May 2004. Although  additions an d deletions to property were periodically 
recorded during th e year, the reports were not finalized tim ely. 



Additionally, our observations of system procedures and lim itations are as follows 

~ The fixed asset m odule does not rem ove deleted as sets from  reports issued . As a result, 
previously disposed assets were m an ually rem oved from  the reports generated from  th e 
fixed asset system . 

~ Interdepartm ental property transfers should be m ore clearly docum ented. Our  
under standing, based on interviews with Parish personnel, indicates that property is 
transferred am ong dep artm ents on a regular basis. However, reporting to the accounting 
m an agers th at ar e responsible for record keeping has not been forthcom ing on a tim ely 
basis. A s a result, proper tracking of Parish property is diffi cult. 

* W ith  the im plem en tation of GA SB N o. 34, which included a requirem ent to depreciate 
Parish infrastructure property, th e fixed asset records were not com pleted until M ay 2004. 

. The reports generated by the accounting system  are poor. In particular, due to rep orting 
lim itations expressed by th e Finance staff, the inform ation was exported to an excel 
spreadsheet for calculation of dep reciation. 

~ Infrastructure assets wer e com piled in M ay 2004 based on procedures and representations 
m ade by the Parish engineering and public works dep artm ents. However, such 
inform ation requests w ere m ade over a year  in advan ce, but the necessary data w as 
com piled in 2004 and was untim ely. 

Finally, the Finance staff conducted independen t physical counts of assets during 2003. Th e 
result of these inspections resulted in favorable findings. However, certain departm ents w ere not 
tim ely in responding to discrepancies discovered or to physical counting of assets held at year- 
end. 

Recom m endation: W e recom m end th at the accoun ting for fixed  assets continue to be 
m aintained, at a m inim um , on a quarterly basis. Accounting on a regular basis creates effi ciency 
an d prom otes m ore effective control over financial reporting and accountability of property 
ow ned by the Parish. 

Finally, the per ceived softw are lim itations should be review ed with the Parish's technology 
departm ent and/or consultan t to achieve greater flexibility in accounting for property an d related 
depreciation. A ltern atively, if such reporting lim itations cannot be overcom e, the Parish should 
select an  alternative fixed asset m anagem ent system to im plem ent this recom m endation. 

A dditionally, in term s of asset m an agem ent, we recom m end th at each departm ent of the Parish 
assign fixed asset inventory and m anagem ent to one individual within that departm ent. The one 
individual would be responsible for the collection of data necessary for year -end reporting and 
physical counting, tn addition, that individual would be the prim ary contact with the Parish 
Finan ce dep artm ent for annual reporting an d interim inspections. In particular , this individual 
would have responsibility for th e reporting of interdepat~ ental tran sfers of property to the 
Finan ce departm ent for accurate accounting an d m onitoring of property. 

In any event, this observation an d recom m endation has  been an  on-going matter that was initially 
iden tified  for co rrection in the 1998 audit. As a result, this m atter is long over due for resolution. 



M anagem ent's corrective action plan: The accounting for 2004 additions and deletions will 
continue to be accomplished throughout the current year with depreciation records being 
prepared with asset additions. Th is effort will result in effi cient and tim ely reporting for Parish 
property. 

Th e Parish Finance offi ce is dissatisfied with  th e softwar e package that is currently being 
utilized . A s a result, the Parish has scheduled  a review with  its technology consultant to alleviate 
the softwar e lim itations experienced an d will consider other software alternatives. 

Finally, the Parish co nducted a com plete physical inventory of Parish property during 2003
. Th e 

Parish Finance departm ent anticipates continuing interim  inspec tion of property owned . 

O R 1998-4 ELECTRONIC DISBUR SEM ENT O F FUN DS 

O bservation: Presently, the Parish disburses m ost expenditures by check. Considerable effort 
and time could be eliminated through  the use of alternative disbursement procedures. In 
particular , th e following should be reviewed for im plem en tation: 

Payroll disbursem ents - The disbursem ent of payroll directly to em ployee ban k 
accounts would alleviate substantial effort associated  with check prep aration, delivery  
and subsequent reconciliation. In addition

, Finan ce em ployees would not be burdened 
with adm inistration of returned or lost em ployee checks. Presently, em ployees of th e 
Parish distribute payr oll checks for those not participating in the electronic 
disbursem ent program . 

The ben efit of this procedure is to elim inate the processes of check preparation and 
delivery , cash reconciliation and storage, an d to provide a benefit to Parish em ployees 
w ith tim ely an d eftbrtless deposit of their funds. 

D isbursem ents to Parish vendors - A num ber of vendors that conduct business with 
the Parish on a recurring basis ar e susceptible to altern ate form s of paym ent 
processes. These vendors m ay presently be divided into two categories, as follow s: 

U tilities: These expenditures are generally processed with virtually no discrepancies 

(i.e. Eatel, Entergy, and BellSouth). Small charges: Typically, in these situations, the 
Parish issues blanket purchase orders to select vendors th at allow s Parish em ployees 
to purchase sm aller item s on an "as needed" basis without an  individual purchase 
order being issued. 

Th e Parish initiated steps during 2003 and 2002 tbr im plem entation of electronic disbursem ent of 
payr oll an d certain other expenditu res. How ever, the electronic disbursem ent of payr oll is on a 
voluntary basis an d a large number of Parish personnel have elected not to participate in th is 
benefit. 

I0 



Additionally, in 2003, the Parish contacted selected vendors to initiate the paym ent of 
expen ditures on a direct draft basis for utility services. The vendors th at were capable of 
pl~oviding this m eans of paym ent were initiated in 2003 for direct drafting on th e Parish bank 
account. However, th e Parish has  indicated that it has  experienced som e difficulty in application 
of this disbursement m eans. In particular, utility payments are not timely drafted by the Parish 
vendor in certain cases. On the other han d, the Parish has contacted its utility vendor an d 
finan cial institution to alleviate the problem s encounter ed. 

Finally, the Parish adopted a written policy for credit card use during 2002. The Parish 
contracted with  a provider for use of credit cards an d actively implem en ted this recom m en dation 
during 2003. Th e Parish has indicated th at th e use of credit cards as an  alternative m ean s of 
disbursem ents has  been beneficial. 

Recom m endation: W e recom m end that the Parish consider the following: 

~ D isburse its payroll by electronic tran sfer  for all em ployees. To experience th e full 
benefit from  th e electronic disbursem ent of payroll, all em ployees should participate. 
A lternatively, th e requirem ent could be th at all new em ployees m ust participate. 

~ Finalize th e utilization of Visa or sim ilar  credit cards for the paym ent of sm aller 
charge item s on a lar ger  basis. 

The general focus of this com m ent is to take advantage of technology advan ces to reduce th e 
adm inistrative expense of processing expenses for disbursem ent. 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: M an agem ent agrees with the concept of electronic 

disbursem ents and intends to im plem en t the following: 

* The Parish will explore m andating the paym ent of payroll on an elcctronic m eans 
However, the Parish is satisfied with its volun tary progr am . 

The paym ent of certain vendors by authorizing the pa?anent through direct drafting is 
considered an effi cient m eans to process Parish transactions. Additionally, the Parish 
anticipates finalizing procedures with its fiscal agent during 2004 to disburse funds to 
certain vendors as recom m ended. 

OR 1996-3 SEW ER DISTRICT NO. 6 (Resolved) 

Prior Year Finding: The Parish should form ally authorize the resolution of uncollectible 
sew erage assessm ents an d sew erage service fees due to the District, an d the am oun t due to the 
Parish by the District. The D istrict's boar d w as  abolished in 1999. 

Th e Parish Council authorized th e write-off of uncollectible receivables at its April 2003 
m eeting. Additionally, during 2003, the Parish authorized a budget am endm ent that provided for 
an operating tran sfer  from  the Gener al Fund to elim inate th e interfund payable. As a result of 
these actions, the m atter is consider ed resolved. 



Fund 

General ruled 

EA Major Drainage 
S&U No. 1 
Recreation 
Tourist Commission Fund 
W est Ascollsion Dragmge 
Dedicated Special project Fund 
Itealth Unit 
Fire District No. 2 
Ree~alion Fund B 
FEM A - Repe~i6ve Loss ReducXhu 
Supplemental Envirom ental project 
Judicial District FINS 
Law Officers Court 
Road Lighting #2 
Road Lighting #7 
Road and Bridge 
Mental Health 
Jail 
Fire District No. 1 
EA Drainage 
Road Lighting #6 
Road Lighting # I 
Road Lighting #5 
Council on Aging 
S&U No. 2 
Road Lighting #3 
Road Lig0tlng #4 

Special Revenue 

Bayou Terc~ e Pared Fund 
FAD Sinking 
Library %inking 
S&U Tax No, I Reserve 
EAD Reserve 
S&U Tax No. 2 Sinking 
Council on Aging Sinking 
S&U Tax No 1 Sinking 

Debt Selwice 

Road errs}net 
Courthouse East Construction 
Office Building Constl~ction 
Waste W ater Fund 
Giesmar Community Center 
Bunnhood Canal Project Fuml 
EA Drainage project 
Pile District gl Conshaletion 
Sewer Project 

Capital Projects 

Insurance 
Maintenance 
Dental Insurance 

Internal Service 
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Parish of Ascension 
Council Administered Funds 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

December 31, 2002 
Actual 

Fund balance 

December 31, 2003 
Actual Operating 
Surplus (Deficit) 

December 31, 2003 
Actual 

Fund balance 

December31,2004 
Budgeted Operating 

Surplus(DeficiQ 

Attaehmen..t. B 

December 31, 2004 

Projected 
Fund balance 

(402,700) 
(300,600) 
39,300 

2,803 

$ 29,925,550 $ (9,509,972) $ 20,415,578 $ (3,790,100) $ 16,625,4"~8 

$ 280,829 $ (257.572) $ 23,257 $ 
181,120 (I,802) 179,318 

39 (39) - 
265,478 265,478 

2,187,654 - 2,187_654 
335,754 2,912 338.666 
94,524 2,050 96,574 
216,728 1,814 218,542 

23,000 $ 
(3,100) 

800 
(96,300) 
142.300~ 

46257 
76218 

$ 3,562,126 $ (252,637) $  3,309,489 $ (117,900~ $ 3,191,589 

26,92gA14 
1,451,741 
482,702 
1,933,225 
172,792 

3,513,574 
785,036 

24,926,525 
839,212 
161,329 

1,685,323 
33,231 
(16,g48) 

8,853,812 
1,042.245 

3.174 

$ i7,222,000) $ 
(545,800) 
(32,000) 
(791.400) 

0,695,000) 
(250,000) 

3,174 

$ 35,267,48===~ ,~ 4 $ 2,260,519 $ 37,528,003 ~  $ 24,991r803 

$ (428,956) 
406,037 
(H,TgT) 

$ 1,081,904 
75,628 
26,930 

$ 652.948 
481,665 
15,133 

$ 447,800 
(218,600) 
15,900 

100,748 
263~65 

$ ~  $ 1.184,462 $ 1.149,746 $ 245,100 $ 11394,846 


