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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

Honorable Lawrence E. Chehardy 
Jefferson Parish A ssessor 
Gretna, Louisiana 

J~ES E C.~F'o~It~ 

Ro~ J~ H. Dse,~c~. JR." 
K~v~ M, NEY~Y 
CucJ~ M. $~L-~ twt 
K~N,,E'~ J. A~,,L=Y" 
W. Ee~ Pou Rs 

B~Um~N J Em~s~.- ~mEo 

W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish 
Assessor as of and for the year ended  December 31, 2003, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statem en ts are th e responsibility of the Jefferson Parish Assessor's 
m anagem en t. Our responsibility is to express an  opinion on these general purpose finan cial 
statements based on out audit. 

W e conducted our  audit in accordan ce with auditing standards generally ac cep ted  in the United 
States of Am erica, the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptro ller Gen eral of th e United  States. Those standards require that 
we plan  and perform the audit to obtain reas onable assurance about whether the general purpose 
f'm ancial statem ents ar e flee of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the am ounts an d disclosures in the gen eral purpose financial 
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used  and significan t 
estim ates m ade by m an agem en t, as well as  evaluating the overall general purpose fin an cial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that out  audit provides  a reasonable bas is for our opin ion. 

In our opini on, th e general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the finan cial position of th e Jefferson Parish  As sessor as of Dec em ber 31, 
2003, and th e results of its operations for the year then ended , in conform ity with accounting 
principles gener ally accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued  a report dated M arch 31, 
2004 on our cons ideration of the Jefferson Parish Assessor's internal control over finan cial 
rep orting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, 
an d grants. That report is an  integral part of an audit performed  in accordan ce with Government 
Auditing Standards an d should be read in conjunction with this rep ort in considering the results of 
our audit. 

M arch 31, 2004 

Certified Public Accoun tan ts 



Cash 
Investm ents 
Appropriation receivable 
Office equipm ent 

Total assets 

JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSOR  
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

COM BINED BALAN CE SHEET - 
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

DECEM BER 31.2003 

LIABILITIES: 
Advances payable 
Accounts payable 
Accrued  payro ll 
Accrued annual leave 

Total liabilities 

Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated  

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities an d fund equity 

Governm ental 
Fund Type - 
General Fun d 
(S~ary) 

48,117 
1,550,385 
2,198,440 

Accoun t Group - 
Gen eral Fixed 

Assets 

ExhibR "A" 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 

606,642 

48,117 
1,550,385 
2,198,440 
606,64 2 

$ 3,796,942 $ 606,642 $ 4,403,584 

2,190,950 
29,848 
21,758 
100,937 

2,343~93 

1,453,449 

1,453,449 

606,642 

2,190,950 
29,848 
21,758 
100,937 

2,343,493 

606,642 
1,453,449 

606,642 2,060,091 

$ 3,796,942 $ 606,642 $ 4,403,584 

See accom panying NOTES TO GENERAL PURPO SE FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
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JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSOR  
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALAN CE 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (SAL ARY) 

In tergovernm ental revenues - compensation from  taxing bodies 

Investm ent incom e 

Total revenues 

Salaries : 
Assessor 
Deputies and others 

Auto expense 
Assessor's expense allowan ce 
Com pensated absences 
Dues an d subscriptions 
Data processing supplies 
D ata processing program  expense 
Em ployee benefits 
Equipm ent rental 
Ins urance - general 
Insurance - group 
Office expense 
Payroll taxes 
Postage 
Professional education 
Professional fees 
Reappraisal 
Repairs and m aintenan ce 
Telephone 

Total expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balan ce at end ofyes r 

Exhibit "B" 

2,198,440 
13,875 

2,212,315 

98,440 
1,391,469 

17,351 
9,844  
2,487 
5,857 
16,973 
110,525 
379,282 
2,652 
8,369 

255,262 
60,315 
8,083 
85,611 

295 
35,002 
17,500 
28,021 
11,183 

2,544 ,521 

(332~06) 

1,785,655 

$ 1,453,449 

See acc om panying NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
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Dues and subscriptions 
Data processing supplies 
Data processing program  expense 
Employee benefits 
Equipm ent rental 
Insurance - general 
Insurance - group 
Oftiee expen se 
Payroll taxes 
Postage 
Professional education 
Professional fees 
Reappraisal 
Repairs an d m aintenance 
Telephone 

Total expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balan ce at end of year 

6,500 
19,000 
125,000 
390,000 
3,000 
9,130 

270,000 
55,500 
9,500 

100,000 
500 

30,000 

32,000 
10,000 

5,857 
16,973 
110,525 
379,282 
2,652 
8,369 

255,262 
60,315 
8,083 
85,611 
295 

35,002 
17,50o 
28,o21 
11,183 

ExhibR "C" 

Variance 
Favorable 

COnfavorablc) 

$ 
1,225 

1,225 

29A16 
(2,850 

(2,487) 
643 

2,027 
14,475 
10,718 
348 
761 

14,738 
(4,815) 
1,417 
14,389 
205 

(5,002) 
(17,500) 
3,979 
(1,183) 

2,603,799 2,544,521 59,278 

(392,709) (332,206) 

1,785,655 1,785,655 

60,503 

$ 1,392,946 $ 1,453,449 $ 60,503 
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JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSOR 
GRETN A, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
DECEM BER 31, 2003 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

As provided  by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
As sessors are elected  by the voters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted , an d serve 
term s of four years. The Assessors asses s property, prepare tax rolls, an d subm it th e rolls 
to the Louisiana Tax Com m ission as prescribed by law . 

The Jefferson Parish Assessor (Assessor) receives funding from local government sources 
an d m ust comply with the conco m itant requirem ents of these funding source entities . 
How ever , the Assessor is a "prim ary govern m ent" as defined  in GASB pronouncem ents, 
since th e Ass essor has the power to designate managem ent, the ability to significantly 
influence operations and prim ary accountability for fiscal m atters. Th e Asses sor has no 
com ponent units. 

The accounting and reporting po licies of the Assessor conform to generally accepted  
accounting principles as  applicable to governm ental units. 

(A) 

(S) 

FUND ACCO UNTING 

The accounts of th e Ass es sor arc organized on the basis of a fund and an account 
group, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The opcratinns 
of the General Fund are accoun ted  for with  a separate set of self-balan cing 
ac counts that comprises its as sets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues , and 
expenditure s. Th e General Fund, as provided  by Louisian a Revised  Statute 
47:1906, is the principal fund of the Assessor and is used to accoun t for the 
operations of th e Assessor's offi ce. Com pensation received from th e various 
tax ing bodies, prescribed  by form ula in Loui siana Revised  Statutes 47:1907-1908, 
is acco unted  for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this 
fund. 

INVESTM ENTS 

Th e Assesso r follows GASB No. 31 which requires  investments in debt securities 
to be recorded  at their fair market value. 

5 
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JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSOR  
GRETNA, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONT INUED) 
DECEMBER 31,200_3 

SUM M A RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO 

(c) 

~ ) 

FIXED ASSETS AND LO NG-TERM  LIABIL ITIES 

Fixed assets used in govermnental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted  for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General 
Fund. No depreciation has been provided  on fixed assets. All fixed  as sets of the 
Assessor ar e valued  at historical cost. 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concern ed only with  th e m easurem ent of 
fin ancial position and does not involve m easur em ent of results of operations. 

There are no long-term  liabilities at December 31, 2003 

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING  

Basis of acc ounting refers to when revenues an d expenditures are rec ognized  an d 
reported  in  the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to th e tim ing of 
the m easur em ents m ade, regardless of th e m eas ur em ent focus applied. 

Th e Assessor's records are m aintained  on a cash bas is of accounting. However , 
the Gen eral Fund rep orted  in the accompanying financial statem ents has been  
converted  to a modified  ac crual bas is of accountin g utilizing th e following 
practices in  recording reven ues an d expenditures. 

Revenues 

Th e As sessor's revenue is derived  from ed  valorem  taxes assessed  on a calendar  
year bas is. Th e ad valorem  taxes as sessed  are due on December 31~ of the 
calendar year in whi ch the taxes are assessed  and are paid to the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriffs Offi ce. As required  by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, the Assesso r 
cam s a percentage of th e taxes  as sessed . In order to fund current year operations, 
the Asses sor is advan ced  funds on a monthly basis by th e Jefferson Parish Council 
an d the Jefferson Parish School Board. In Jan uary of th e subsequen t year, th e 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff s Office remits th e am ount due to the As sessor. Th e 
Asses sor th en repays the ad van ces to the Council an d School Board. As of 
Dec ember 31, 2003, appropriations  receivable was $2,198,440 and the advan ces 
payable was $2,190,950. 

In terest earned  on investm ents is rec orded when earned . 
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JEFFERSON PARTSH ASSESSOR 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEMBER 31, 2003 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED~ 

(a) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are gen era lly recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

"ARY  A 

Annually, the Assessor adopts a budget for the General Fund on a m odified 
accrual basis of ac coun ting. The budgetary practices include public notice of the 
proposed budget, public inspection of the proposed budget, and public hearings on 
the budget. Budgetary integration is used as  a m an agem ent control device. 

Once a budget is approved  it can be amended. Such am en dm ents are m ade before 
th e fact, are reflected in th e official minutes of the office, and are not mad e after 
fiscal year end. 

Each budget is prepared an d controlled by th e budget coordinator at the reven ue 
an d expenditure function/object level. Budgeted am ounts are as amended by the 
Assessor. All budget appro priations  lapse at year  en d. 

VACATIO N AND SICK  LEAVE 

Em ployees accrue vacation leave at th e ra te of 13 to 22 ~ days per year, 
according to th e years ofservlce with th e Assessor. A m aximum of 30 da ys of 
vacation leave can  be accum ulated. Upon term ination or retirement, employees 
can receive paym en t for a m ax im um  often days of un used accum ulated vacation 
leave. Sick leave is accrued at the rate of 16 1/4 days per year for all em ployees. 
Upon termination or retirem ent, employees do not receive payment for unused 
accum ulated sick leave. Am ounts estimated to be used and those to be paid upon 
an  employee's termination have been recorded as  a current liability as  it is 
anticipated th at th ey will be retired with currently expendable as sets. 
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JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSOR 
GRETNA, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEM BER 31, 2003 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTIN G POLICIES (COl 

Encumbrances represent comm itmen ts related to unperform ed  contracts for goods 
or services. Encumbran ce accounting - under which purchase orders

, contracts, 
and other  comm itm en ts for th e expenditure of resources are recorded  to reserve 
that portion of the applicable appropriation - is utilized in the governm en tal funds

. 

Encum brances outstanding at yeer-end are reported as reservations of fund 
balances and do not conStitute expen ditures or liabilities  because the 
com m itm ents will be honored during the subsequent year

. There was no reserve 
for encumbran ces  at Decem ber 31, 2003. 

The Governmen tal Accoun ting Standards Board (GASB) issued Statement 
Number 34, Basic Financial Statements and M anagement "s Discussion and 
Analysis for State and Local Governmen t, in June 1999. The date of 
implem entation is effec tive in three phases based on a government's total annual 
revenues in the first fiscal year  en ding after Jun e 15

, 1999 (earlier application is 
en couraged). Th e Assessor is required  to implement the provisions of the 
pronoun cem en t for financial statem ents for the period beginning after June 15

, 

2003, because total annual revenues were less than  $10 million in the year ending 
December 31, 1999. 

GASB Statem ent Num ber 34 establishes a new governm ental financial reporting 
m odel that will feature, am ong other significant chan ges

, m an agem ent discussion 
and analysis, a unique combination of fund-based an d governm ent wide financial 
statem ents an d required  supplem entary inform ation. The effects on the 
As sessor's finan cial statem ent are not known at this tim e; however

, th e 
pronoun cement wi ll be implemented for the year endi ng December 31

, 2004. 
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JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSO R 
GRETNA, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONT INUED) 
DECEM BER 31, 2003 

CASH AN D INVESTM E 

The Assessor is authorized  under state law to dep osit funds within a fiscal agent bank 
organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other  state in the 
Union, and th e law s of the Uni ted States. The Assessor m ay also  invest in U.S. Treasury 
securities and oth er  eviden ce of indebtedness issued  or guarante~l by fed eral agencies 
and tim e certificates of deposit wi th state banks organized  under Louisian a law and 
national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under  state law, these dep osits 
m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pled ge of sec urities  owned by th e 
fiscal agerit bank. Th e m arket value of such pled ged securities an d fed elal deposit 
insurance must equal or exceed  the am oun t on dep osit wi th the fiscal agent. 

At Decem ber  3 I, 2003, th e carrying am ount of th e Assessor's deposits was $48,117 an d 
the bank balance was $63,198, all of which was  fed erally insur ed . 

A summ ary of purchase prices and m arket values follow: 

U.S. Treasury  Bill 
U .S. Treasury Bill 
U .S. Treasury Bill 
U .S. Treasury Bill 

M aturity 
Date 

01/29104 
02/05/04 
03/18/04 
06117/04 

/nterest 
Rate 

Cost 
Basis 

$ 99,946 
779,416 
119,820 
552,035 

Carrying 
Value/ 
M arket 
Value 

$ 9~938 
779,269 
119,775 
551.403 

Uur eal~.ed  

Gain (Loss) 

$ (8) 
(147) 
(45) 
(632) 

Th ese investm ents were held by th e As sessor's agent in th e Assessor's nam e at December  
31, 2003. 
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JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSO R 
GRETNA, LO UISIAN A 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEM B .ER 31, 2003 

CAS H AND INVESTM ENTS (CO NTINUED 

Investm ent incom e for the year ended December 31, 2003 is as follows: 

Interest 
Bond discount am ortization 
Change in unrealized gain 

$ 820 
15,551 
(2,496) 

CH AN G ES IN GENERAL FIX ED AS SETS 

A summ ary of changes in general fixed as sets follows: 

Office equipm ent 

Balance at 
January 1, 
2003 Additions 

Balan ce at 
Decem ber 31, 

Deletions 2003 

The Assessor's general fixed as sets of $606,642 represents purchases of fixed assets m ade 
by the Assessor from  1977 through 2003. All fixed  assets of the As seas or purchased 
prior to 1977 are included in the general fixed assets account group of the Jefferson 
Parish Council. 

PENSIO N PLAN  

Substan tially all of th e full-tim e employees of the As ses sor participate in the Louisian a 
Assessor's Retirem ent Fun d, a cost-sharing m ultiple-em ployer defined benefit public 
employee retirement system . Th e payroll for the Assessor's em ployees cover ed by the 
fund for the year ended December 31, 2003, was $1,480,809; the Assessor's total payroll 
was $1,489,909. 

Substan tially all full-tim e Assessor em ployees are eligible to participate in the Fun d. 
Employees who retire at or after age 55 with  12 years of credited service or at age 50 with 
30 years of credited service are entitled to a retiremen t benefit. The retirement benefit is 

3% for each year of credited service times the average salary for the high est thirty-six 
consecutive or joined months. Th e Fun d also provides disability benefits. Benefits of the 
Fund are es tablished by state statute. 

I0 



 

JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSOR 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONT INUED) 
DECEMBER 31, 2003 

D) 

Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1481 requires the Assessor to contribute 14%  an d eligible 
employees to contribute 8%  of the em ployees' salary each month . Contributions to the 
fund for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 were as follows: 

A ss~tsor 
Em ployees 

Am ount 

$ 208,691 
119,193 

Percen t of 
Covered  
Payroll 
14.00%  
8.00%  

Total contributions to the Fund for the years en ding December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001 
wore $208,691, $166,710 and $113,620 respectively, eq ual to the required contribution 
for each year. 

The "Pension Ben efit Obligation" is a stan dardized disclosure m easure of the present 

value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected  salary increases and any 
step -rate ben efits, estim ated to be payable in the future as  a result of em ployee ser vice to 

date. The measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited  projected benefits, is 
in ten ded  to help users assess the Fun d's funding status on a goin g concern  basis, assess 
progress m ade in ac cum ulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when duo, an d m ake 
comparisons am ong public em ployee retirement system s an d employers. The Fun d does 
not m ak e separate m eas urem ents of assets and pens ion benefit obligations for individual 
em ployers. The "Pen sion Benefit Obligation" at Septem ber  30, 2003 for the Fund as a 
whole, determ in ed  through an  ac tu arial valuation perform ed  as of that date, was  

$142,355,803. The Fun d's net assets available for ben efits on that date (valued at market) 
were $112,205,374. The ac tuarial as set value on that date was $107,179,684, leaving an 
unRmded  "Pension Ben efit Obligation" of $30,150,429. The Assessors' 2003 
contribution repres en ted 3.14%  of total contributions  required of all participating en tities. 

Ten year historical trend inform ation showing the Fun d's progress in accum ulating 
suffi cien t as sets to pay ben efits when due is presen ted  in the Fund's 2003 com prehensive 
annual financial report. Th at report m ay be obtained  by writing to Assessor's Retirem ent 
Fund, P.O. Box 14699, Baton Rouge, Louisian a 70898-4699. B~ eflts granted  by the 
Fund am  guaranteed by the State of Louisian a under the Louisian a Constitution of 1974. 

11 
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JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSO R 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEM BER 31, 2003 

DEFERRED COM PENSATION PLAN 

The Assessor offers its ~m ploye~  a deferred  compensation plan creat~l in accordance 
with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan is adm inistered by the State of 
Louisian a Public Employees Deferred Compensation Plan. The plan, available to all 
As sessor employees, perm its them  to defer a portion of their salary until future years. 
The deferred com pensation is not available to em ployees until term ination, retirem ent, 
death, or unforeseeable canergen cy. 

All am ounts of compensation deferred  un der the plan, all property an d rights purchased  
with th ose am oun ts, an d all incom e attributable to thes e am oun ts, property, or rights are 
held in trust for th e exclusive benefits of participants and their beneficiaries. 

(6) LEAS ES 

(s) 

The As sessor has  cancelab le operating leases for rental an d m aintenance of equipm ent as  
follows: 

M inim um  
Description 

Postage m achine 
Postage m eters 

M onthly 
Annual 

$ 
$ 

Total run t expense under can celable operating leases for 2003 was $2,652 

EXPENSES OF THE AS SESSOR NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINANCIAL 

720 
964 

Th e ac companying financial statem ents do not include certain portions  of the Assessor's 
expenses paid directly by th e Jefferson Parish Coun cil. Th ese expenses include offi ce 

space, utilities, office supplies, capital improvements, and major equipment purchases. 

COM PENSATI O N PAID A SSESSOR 

The com pensation and expen se allowan ce paid the As sessor, Lawrence E. Chehar dy, has  
been  prepared  in compliance wi th Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907B an d 47:19070. 

Under these statutes, the annual salary of the Assessor is fixed  at $98,440 and, in 
addition, the Assessor is granted ten percent of his annual compensation, or $9,844 as a 
personal expense allow an ce provided that the tax receipts of the tax recipient body arc not 
reduced. 

12 
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JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSO R 
G RETNA, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEM BER 31, 2003 

CO M PENSATION PAID ASSESSOR (CONTINUED 

The com pensation and expense allowance paid the Assessor are included in the 

expenditures of the Governmen tal (Salary) Fund. 

CO NCENTRATIONS O F CREDIT RISK  

Financial instruments that potentially subject the Assessor to concentrations of cw.Ait risk 
cons ist principally of temporary cash invas tments, appropriations  receivable, an d 
investm ents in U.S. Treasuries. The Assessor places tem porary cash inves tm ents with  a 
fed erally insured  finan cial institution. Appropriations  receivable are from  th e tax 
collector. The Assessor doom not require colhteral to secure such am ounts. The Assessor 
considers all rec eivables  to be fully collectible, therefore, no allow ance for doubtfu l 
accoun ts is needed. Investm en ts in U.S. Treasuries at cost totaled $1,551,217 at 
December  31, 2003. 

RISK  M AN AGEM ENT 

The Assessor is expo sed to various risks of losses related to torts; theft of, dam age to, and 

destruction of aasets; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The As sessor carries 
comm ercial insurance in am ounts suffi cient to insur e itself against claim s resulting fi'om 
any of those risks. 

13 
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K~w  M. N~'w~-~ 

W. ~  Pc~  

B,T=N..~.m J. Emc,xs~N. m~T~m~ 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N 
INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINAN CIAL  RE PO RTING BASED ON AN AUD IT OF 

FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDAN CE W ITH 
GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G  STANDARDS 

Honorable Lawrence E. Chehardy 
Jefferson Parish Assessor 
C-retna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the gen eral purpose financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish As sessor, as of 
and for the year en ded Decem ber 31, 2003, and have issued our report thereon dated  M arch 31, 
2004. W e conducted  our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica and th e standards applicable to finan cial audits contained  in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com plian ce 

As part of obtaining reas onable assurance about whether the Jeff=son Parish Assessor's general 
purpose financial statem en ts are fren  of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed  tests of its 
com plian ce with cer tain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants, noncom plian ce 
with which could have a direct an d material effec t on the determ ination of financial statement 
am ounts. However, provi ding an opinion on compliance with th ose pro vision s was not an  
objective of our audit an d, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
tests disclosed  no instan ces of noncompliance that are required  to he rep orted  under Government 
Auditing Standards . 

Intern al Control Over Finan cial ReDortin~ 

In planning an d perform ing our  audit, we considered  the Jefferson Parish Assesso r's intern al 
control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedur es for the purpose of 
expressing our  opinion on the general purpose finan cial statem ents an d not to provide as sur an ce 
on th e internal control over finan cial rep orting. Our consider ation of th e intern al control over 
finan cial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over finan cial 
reporting th at m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control com ponents does not reduce to a 
re latively low level the risk th at m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to 
the general purpose fin ancial statements being audited  m ay occur  and not be detected  with in a 
timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their as signed functions. W e 
noted no matters involving th e internal control over finan cial reporting an d its operation that we 
consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 
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JEFFERSO N PAR ISH  ASSESSO R 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
FOR THE  YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2003 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish Assessor as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 2003, and ha ve issued our report thereon dated M arch 31, 2004. W e 
conducted  our audit in accordance with auditing stan dards gen erally accepted in the United  
States of Am erica and the standards applicable to financial audits contained  in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of th e United  States. Our audit of th e 
fin an cial statements as of December 31, 2003 resulted in an  unqualified  opinion. 

Sec tion I Sum m ary of Auditors' Reports 

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

~  
Yes X N o 

Reportable Conditions_ ._ _ Y es X No 

Complian ce 
Com pliance M aterial to Finan cial Statem ents Yes X No 

b. Fed eral Awar ds Not Applicable 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses __  

Yes _ No 
Reportable Conditions Yes No 

Type of Opinion on Complian ce 
for Major Programs 

Unqualified 
__  Qualified  __  

Disclaim er  
__  

Adverse 
__  

Are their findings required to be reported in accordance with Circular A-133, Section 
.510(a)? Yes No 

e. Identification of Major Programs: Not Applicable 

CFDA Number(s) Name of Federal Program  (or Cluster) 



 

JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSO R 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 

YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 3 I, 2003 

Dollar thrc6hold used to distinguish Type A and Type B Program s $ 

Is the auditee a 'low-risk" auditee, as defined by OM B Circular A-1337 

Yes No N ot Applicable 

Section H Financial Statem ent Findings 

No m atters were reported. 



 

JEFFERSON PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ANAGEM ENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
FOR THE YEAR ENDEI) DECEMBER 31, 2003 

Section I Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

No m atters w ere noted. 

Section II Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Awards 

N ot Applicable 

Section IH Management Letter 

No m anagem ent letter was issued . 


