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122 JEFFERSON STREET ~ MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 71052 ~ (318) 872-3007 ~ FAX (318) 872-1357 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

Accountant's Com pilation Report 

Board of Com m issioners 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

I have compiled the accom panying general-purpose financial statements of DeSoto Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31,2003, as required by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513. The general-purpose financial statements are com piled in accordance with 
standards established by Statem ents on Standards for AccounUng and Review Services issued by 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statements inform ation that is the 
representation of m anagem ent. I have not audited or reviewed the accom panying financial 
statements, and accordingly do not express an opinion or any form of assurance on them . 

In accordance with the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law, I have 
issued a report, dated June 16, 2004, on the results of our agreed-upon procedures. 

Certified Public Accountant 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

June 16, 2004 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCO UNT G ROUPS 
Com bined Balance Sheet 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 
Cash 

Ad valorem taxes receivable 
Allowance for doubtful accounts 

State revenue sharing receivable 

Prepaid insurance  
Amount to be provided for payments 

capital leases 

Fixed Assets 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES, AND FUND EQUITY 
Accounts Payable 

Payroll taxes due 
Capital leases payable 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
Fund Equity 

Investment in general fixed assets 

Fund 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY  

GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY 

FUNDS FUND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

GENERAL 

FUND 

39,512 

183,737 

(1,500) 
1,399 

11.130 

AGENCY 
FUND 

17,231 

$ 234,278 $ 17,231 

1,188 

145 

1.333 

232,945 

232,945 

$ 234,278 

17.231 

17.231 

GENERA L GENERA L 
FIXED LONG-TERM 

ASSETS OBLIGATIONS 

2,187,872 

$ 2,187,872 

2.187.594 

2,187,594 

$ 17,231 $ 2,187,594 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

Statem ent A 

(MEMORA NDUM 
ONLY) 

56,743 
183,737 

(1,500) 
1,399 
11.130 

279,951 279,951 

$ 279.951 

279,961 

2,187,872 

$ 2,719,332 

1,188 

145 
279,951 

279,951 281,284 

2,187,594 

250,176 

$ 279,951 $ 2,719,054 
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DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

OPERATING REVENUES: 
Ad valora m taxes 
Intergovem mental revenue-state funds 

Revenue sharing 
Insurance rebate 

Use of money and property 
Other revenues 

TOTAL REVENUES 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Current: 

Public safety 
General government 

Debt service: 

Principal payments 
Interest 

Capital outlay 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

$ 196,052 $ 

4,277 
8,259 
857 

30,844 
240,289 

72,351 
54.027 

53,051 
18,712 
226.881 

425.022 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER 
EXPENDITURES BEFORE NON-OPERATING REVENUES (184,733) 

NON-OPERA~ NG REVENUES 
Loan pm ceeds 
Insurance proceeds 
TOTAL NON-OPERATING REVENUES 

EXCESS (Deficiency)OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

139,953 

60.000 
199.953 

15.220 

217.725 

232,945 

Memorandum Only 

2002 
194,311 

2,958 
7,374 
1,092 
51,402 
257.137 

85,340 
52,303 

39,545 
13,860 
42,397 
233.445 

23.692 

23,692 

194.033 

217.725 
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Statem ent C 

DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO . t 
Logansport, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE-GENERAL FUND 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (Modified accrual basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

OPERATING REVENUES 
Ad valorem taxes 
Intergevernmental revenue-State funds 

Revenue sharing 
Insurance rebate 

Use of money interest earnings 
Other revenues 

TOTAL REVENUES 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Current: 

Public Safety 

General government 
Debt Service 

Principal payments 
Interest 

Capital Outlays 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

VARIANCE 
POS|T|VE 

(NEGATIVE) 

$ 194,500 $ 196,052 $ 1.552 

1,600 
7,400 
1,100 
32,800 
237,400 

95,500 
54,600 

44,390 
11,155 
81,365 

287.010 

4,277 
8,259 
857 

30,844 

240,289 

72,351 
54.027 

53,051 
18,712 
226,881 
425.022 

2,677 
859 

(243) 
(1,956) 
2,889 

23,149 

573 

(8,661) 
(7,557) 

(145,516) 
(138,012) 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 
BEFORE NON.OPERA TING REVENUES (49,610) (154,733) (135,123) 

NO N-O PERATING REVENUES 
Loan proceeds 

Insurance pre ceeds 
TOTAL NON-OPERATING REVENUES 

EXCESS(Deficienc~ OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCES (Deficit) AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALA NCES (Deficit) AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

30.000 
30,000 

10,390 

139,953 
60.000 
199,953 

15,220 

217,725 217.725 

139,953 
30.000 
169,953 

4.830 

$ 228,115 $ 232,945 $ 4,830 
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DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

INTRODUCTION 

DeSoto Fire Protection District No.1 was created by the DaSoto Parish Police Jury, as authorized by 
Louisiana Revised Statute 40:1492 on February 8, 1989. The district is governed by a five-m ember board 
appointed in accordance to LRS 40:1496 as follows: two members by the police jury, one member by the 
Town of Logansport, one by the Village of Longstreet, and one, the chairman, by the other four members. 
Board members serve without com pensation. The District is responsible for m aintaining and operating 
fire stations and equipm ent and providing fire protection and emergency m edical services to 
approximately 3,500 residents in the southwest corner of the parish. The District is staffed by four part- 
time em ployees and 44 volunteers. 

t. SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accom panying general purpose financial statements of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 
1 have been prepared in conformity with generally acce pted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard- 
setting body for esta blishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the DeSoto Parish Police Jury is the 
financial reporting entity for DeSoto Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary 
government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, 
and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the pdmary 
governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statement to be 
m isleading or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which 
component units should be considered part of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury for financial reporting 
purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is 
financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial 
accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 
a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 
b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose specific 

financial burdens on the police jury. 
2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 

dependent on the police jury. 
3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be 

misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or 
significance of the relationship. 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Loganspo rt, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Because the police jury created the district and has the ability to impose its will on the district, the district 
was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. 
The accom panying financial statem ents pre sent information only on the funds maintained by the district 
and do not present information on the policy jury, the general government services provided by that 
governmentat unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

The distdct uses funds and account groups to report on its financial po sition and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting devise designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because that do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

Funds of the district are classified as governmental and fiduciary. Governmental funds account for the 
districts general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted 
monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term 
debt. Governm ental funds of the distdct include: 

Genera l Fund-the operating fund of the district accounts for all financial resources, except 
those required to be accounted for in other funds. 

Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, or on behalf of other 
funds within the district. The fiduciary fund of the district includes: 

D 

Agency Fund--accounts for assets that the district holds on behalf of the Auxiliary as their agent. 
Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of results of operations. 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurement 
focus. The governmental funds are accounted for by using a current financial resources measurement 
focus. W ith this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are genera lly included on 
the balance sheet. Opera ting statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current 
assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governmental funds. The governmental 
funds use the following pra ctices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

The major source of revenue (ad valoram taxes) is recognized when susceptible to accrual, i.e., 
when it becomes measurable and available. Measurable means the amount of the transaction can 
be determ ined and available m eans collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter 
to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if measurable 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Loganspo rt, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

E. BUDG ET 

The district is required by state law to adopt an annual budget. The following procedures are followed in 
establishing the budgetary data reflected in the financial statements: 

A proposed budget is prepared by the governing board in November and made available for public inspection 
no later than 15 days prior to Decem ber 31, of each year. In open meeting prior to Decem ber 31, the budget 
is adopted and becomes part of the official minutes of the District. The proposed budget for the General Fund 
is prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. 

Once a budget is approved, it can be amended by approval of a majority of the Board. Amendments are 
presented at a regular open meeting for Board approval. The budget was amended during the year. 

The variances in the budget to actual am ounts that are over the legal 5% allowance are due to 
reclassifica tions made after year end and the addition of contributed assets to the statement. 

F. CASH 

Under state law, the district may deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, 
money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks 
having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

At Decem ber 31, 2003, the district has cash in dem and and interest-bearing dem and deposits totaling 

$39,512 (book balance.) These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, 
these deposits m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fisca l 
agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all times 

equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. At December 31, 2003, the district has $48,686 (bank 
balance) in depo sits. These deposits are secured from risk by $100,000 of federal deposit insurance. 

G. ALLOW ANCE FOR DOUBTFUL ACCOUNTS 

The District recognizes uncollectible ad valorem tax receivables as bad debts thro ugh the establishment of an 
allowance account at the time information becomes available which would indicate the unco llectibility of the 

receivable. 

H. FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are reported in the 
general fixed assets account group rather that the general fund. Approximately 27.2 percent of fixed assets 
are valued at estimated historica l costs based on the actuat costs of like items while the remaining 72.8 
percent are based on actual historical co sts. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

The district does not provide for the accum ulation and vesting of leave. 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Loganspor~, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

1, SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general long- 
term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term obligations 
are recognized in the government funds when due. 

K. A 

The total colum ns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented 
only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present financial position or results of 
operations in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a 
consolidation. 

2. LEVIED TAXES 

The District levies taxes on real and business personal property located within the boundaries of the District. 
Property taxes are levied by the District on property values assessed by the DeSoto Parish Tax Assessor and 
approved by the State of Louisiana Tax Comm ission. Ad valorem taxes are recorded in the year the taxes 
are assessed. The taxes are norm ally collected in December of the current year and January and February 
of the ensuing year. 

Property Tax Calendar: 
Assessment date 
Levy date 
Tax bills m ailed 
Total taxes are due 
Penalties & interest added 
Tax sale 

January 1,2003 
June 30.2003 
Oc~berl5,2003 
Decem ber31,2003 
January 31,2004 
May 15,2004 

The District has authorized an ad valorem tax m illage of 15.00 m ills and levied taxes of 15.82 mills for 2003. 
The difference between the authorized and levied millage is the result of reassessment of taxable property, 
required by Article 7, Section 23 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. This millage is dedicated for 
acquisition and maintenance at 5.00 m ills and construction and maintenance at 10.00 m ills. Total assessed 
value was $16,765,230 in 2003. Louisiana state law exempted the first $7,500 of assessed value of 
taxpayer's pdmary residence from parish property taxes. This hom estead exem ption was a total of 
$4,350,820 in 2003. Total ad valorem tax revenues recognized in 2003 by the District was $196,395. 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

2. LEVIED TAXES (continued) 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the district: 

Taxpayer 

Southwestern Electric Power $ 

Georgia-Pacific Corp. 

XTO Energy Inc. 

Central La. Electric Co. 

Southern Natural Gas Co. 

BellSouth Telecom m unications 

EOG Resources, Inc. 

El Paso Production Com pany 

Comstock Oil & Gas 

Koppers Inc. 

Total $ 

Assessed Valuation 

1,704,877 

1,464,371 

957,460 

937,2OO 

797,030 

658,740 

547,410 

435,970 

406,140 

278,740 

8,187.938 

3. LEASE AGREEM ENT DISCLOSURE 

Percentage of Tota l 
Assessed Valuation 

10.16 

8.73 

5.71 

5.59 

4.75 

3.92 

3.26 

2.6 

2.42 

1.66 

48.8 

DeSoto Parish Fire District One entered into a lease agreement with DeSoto Parish Emergency Medical 
Services for the use of space at the station to house an am bulance. Revenue generated by this agreement 
will be in the amount of $500 per month. 

4. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Buildings 
Furn iture & Fixtures 
Firefighting Equipment 
Com m unications 
Bunker gear 
Vehicles 
TOTAL 

Balance 
Janua~ 1,2003 Additions Deductions 

950 
13.227 

230.944 
245.121 

Balance 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

$ $ 323,285 
133,399 
422,976 
19,977 
66,084 

(91,500) 1,221,872 
$ (91,500) $ 2,187,594 

]0 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

5. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

The fire district is not involved in any litigation at December 31, 2003, nor is it aware of any unasserted 
claim s. 

6. CHANGES IN LONG~ ERM DEBT 

The following is a summary of long-term debt transactions for the year ended December 31, 2003 

Long-term debt payable at December 31, 2002 $ 193,049 

Additions 139,953 

Retirements 53,051 

Long-term debt payable at Dece mber 31, 2003 $ 279,951 

The District entered into a seven-year capital lease, with the option to purchase dated May 1, 2003 for a 
NO34 Pumper Truck. The lease calls for annual principal payments of $11,153 to $17,228 with interest paid 
annually at a rate of 4.95 percent. 

The District has also entered into a seven-year capital lease, with the option to purchase, dated January 16, 
1998, for a Freightliner tanker truck. The lease calls for annual principal payments of $13,954 to $19,672 with 
interest paid annually at a rate of 5.89 percent. 

The annual requirements to amortize the capital leases at December 31, 2003, including interest of $27,738 
are as follows: 

Year ending 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009-2011 

56,095 

59,314 

41,890 

44,265 

14,200 

64.187 

Total $ 279,951 

7. RISK FINANCING 

The District is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets; 
errors and omissions; and natural disasters. These risks are covered by com mercial insurance purchased 
from independent third parties. Settled claim s from these risks have not exceeded com mercial insurance 
coverage for the past three years. There were no significant reductions in insurance coverage from 
coverage in the prior year. 



ndependent Accountant's Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

The following independent accountant's report on applying agreed upon procedures is presented in 
com pliance with the requirem ents of the Louisiana Govem m entafAudit Guide, issued by the Society 
of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 

t2 



122 JEFFERSON STREET ~ MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 71052 ~ (318) 872-3007 ~ FAX (318) 872-1357 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

ndependent Accountant's Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

Board of Com m issioners 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No 1 
Logansport, LA 

I have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit Guide and 
enum erated below, which were agreed upon by the m anagement of DeSoto Parish Fire Protection 
District No. 1 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating 
m anagem ent's assertions about DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. l's com pliance with 
certain laws and regulations during the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, included in the 
accom panying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon proce dures engagement was 
perform ed in accordance  with standards established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants. The sufficiency of the procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of 
the report. Consequently, I m ake no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures 
described below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other 
purpose. 

Public Bid Law  

1. Select all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000, or 
public works exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in 
accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

Two expenditures were m ade during the year for materials and supplies exceeding 
$15,000 and none were made for public works exceeding $100,000. I examined 
docum entation which indicated that these expenditures were m ade in accordance 
with the provisions of LSA-RS 38-2211-2251. 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Em ployees 

2. Obtain from m anagem ent a list of the imm ediate fam ily m em bers of each board mem ber as 
defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all 
board members and employees, as well as their immediate families. 

The Board provided m e with the required list including the noted inform ation 

3. O btain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under exam ination 

The Board provided m e with the required list. 

13 



DeSoto Parish Fire Protect ion District No. 1 
Page 2 
June 16. 2004 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Employees (continued) 

4. Determ ine whether any of the em ployees included in the listing obtained from management in 
procedure num ber 3 above were also included in the listing obtained from management in 
procedure num ber 2 above as im mediate fam ily m em bers, 

None of the em ployees included on the list of em ployees provided by m anagement 
appeared on the list provided by managem ent in agreed-upon procedure 2. 

Budgeting 

5. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments 

M anagement pro vided m e with a copy of the original and am ended budgets for the 
general fund. 

6. Trace  the budget adoption and am endments to the m inute book 

I trace d the adoption of the original budget to the m inutes of a m eeting held on 
Decem ber 20, 2002, which indicated that the budget had been adopted by the 
com missioners of DeSoto Fire Protection District No. 1 with no opposition from the 
five board mem bers. The budget was am ended Decem ber 18, 2003. 

7. Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures 
to determ ine if actual revenues or expenditures exce ed budgeted am ounts by 5% or m ore. 

I com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenue and 
expenditures. Capital outlays and the debt service principal and interest 
expenditures exceeded the 5% threshold after reclassification of two expenditures 
from operating expenses to capitalized assets. No revenues or expenditures 
exceeded the 5% threshold prior to these reclassifications. 

Accounting and Reporting 

8. Random ly select 6 disbursements m ade during the period under exam ination and 

a. trace payments to supporting documentation as to correct am ount and payee 

I exam ined supporting documentation for each of the six selected disburs ements and 
found that payments were for the proper amounts and m ade to the correct payees. 

b. determ ine if paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account 

The payments were found to be coded to the correct fund and ledger accounts 

c. determ ine whether paym ents received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the selected disbursem ents indicated 
approvals from board m em bers . 

14 



DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
Page 3 
June 16. 2004 

Meetings 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the m inute book were posted 
or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1-12 (the open meetings law). 

Debt 

DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 is required to post a notice of each 
m eeting and the accom panying agenda on the door of the district's m eeting place. 
M anagement has asserted that such docum ents were properly posted, and I noted 
the posted agendas on one occasion w hen I visited the Fire Station. There were 
also copies of the agendas in the files. 

10. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether any such 
deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

There were no deposits indicating new bank loans, bonds or like indebtedness in 
2003. 

Advances and Bonuses 

11. Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determine whether any payments have 
been m ade to em ployees which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

A reading of the m inutes of the district for the year indicated no approval for the 
payments noted. 

Prior-Year Com m ents and 

12. Review any prior-year suggestions, recom mendations, and or com m ents to determ ine the 
extent to which such m atters have been resolved. In the agreed-upon procedures engagem ent for 
the year ended Decem ber 31, 2002, the follow ing were reported: 

There were no prior-year com m ents or recom m endations noted 

I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on managem ent's assertions. Accordingly, I do not express such an 
opinion. Had I perform ed additional procedures, other m atters might have com e to m y attention that 
would have been reported to you. 

15 



DeSoto Parish Fi~ Pm tection District No. 1 
Page 4 
June 16.2004 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagement of DeSoto Fire Protection District No. 1 and 
the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have not agreed to 
the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their purposes. 
Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public docum ent. 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
June 16.2004 
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Louisiana Attestation Q uestionnaire 

The accom panying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire has been com pleted by m anagement and 
is included in this report as required. 
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LO UISIANA ATTESTATION Q UESTIO NNAIRE 
January 26, 2004 

To: Deborah D. Dees, CPA 
122 Jefferson Street 
M ansfield. LA 71052 

From : Desoto Parish Fire 
Protection District 
No. 1 

In connection with your com pilation of our financial statements as of Decem ber 31, 2003, and 
for the year then ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the 
Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, we m ake the following representations to you. W e accept 
full responsibility for our com pliance with the following laws and regulation and the internal 
controls over com pliance with such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our com pliance 
with the following laws and regulations prior to m aking these representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 
completJon#epresentations). 

Public Bid Law 
It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where 
applicable, the regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Offi ce.. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Em ployees 
It is true that no em ployees or offi cials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a 
service, loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101- 
1124. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

It is true that no mem ber of the im m ediate fam ily of any mem ber of the governing authority, or 
the chief executive of the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by the governm ental entity 
after April 1, 1980, under circum stance s that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] 

Budgeting 
W e have com plied with the state budgeting requirem ents of the Local Governm ent Budget Act 

(LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 
Yes[X ] No[ ] 

W e have filed our annual financial statements 
and/or 39:92, as applicable. 

n accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463 

Yes[X]No[ ] 
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W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513 
Yes[X ]No[ ] 

Meetings 
W e have com plied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law , provided in RS 42:1 through 
42:12. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] 

Debt 
It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake 
purchases in the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered into any lease- 
purchase agreem ents, without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by 
Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 
It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of 
Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79- 
729. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as 
well as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have m ade available to you 
docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any com m unications from regulatory agencies or other sources 
concern ing any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any 
com m unications received between the end of the period under exam ination and the issuance of 
this report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance  

r report. 

Fire Chief L~"/~ - ~ ~ Date 

President #- ~,/-- [7 F Date 
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