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A nn T. H ebert 
Certified Public Accountant 

901 Ridgefield Road 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

(985)446-0994 

To the Board 
Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Gheens, Louisiana 

I have compiled the accom panying general purpose financial statements of Lafourche Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 9, a com ponent unit of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of and for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 2003, in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and 
Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform ation that is the 
representation of m anagement of the Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9. I have not 
audited or reviewed the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents and, accordingly, 
do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

am independent with respect to Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 

As discussed in Note 1, the District has not presented Management's Discussion and Analysis 
that the Governmental Accounting Standards Board has determined is necessary to 
supplement, although not required to be part of, the basic financial statements. 

In accordance with the Louisiana Government Audit Guide and the provisions of state law, 
have issued a report, dated March 27, 2004, on the results of our agreed-upon procedures 

Respectfully subm itted 

Ann T. Hebert 
Certified Public Accountant 

March 27. 2004 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivable 
Due from other governm ents 
Capital assets - net of 
accum ulated depreciation 

Total Assets 

LIABILITIES 
Accrued interest 
Long-term liabilities 

Due within one year 
Due after one year 

Total liabilities 

STATEM ENT OF NET ASSETS 
December 31. 2003 

NET ASSETS 
Invested in capital assets, net of 
related debt 

Unreserved net assets: 
General fund 

Total net assets 

See accountant's com pilation report and accompanying notes 
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$ 100,184 
806 

36.195 

218.360 

$ 355,545 

5,888 

13,106 
113.624 

$ 132,618 

$ 88,630 

134,297 

$ 222,927 

Statement A 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

EXPENSES: 
Public safety - fire protection: 

Maintenance 
Legal and professional 
Cooperative agreement 
Interest on long-term debt 
Depreciation 
General and Adm inistrative 

Equipment junked/stotan 
Other 

Total governmental 
activities 

CHARGES 
FOR 

EXPENSES SERVICES 

$ 1,282 
2,300 
6,371 
5,999 
14,365 
11,271 
1,589 
3.319 

$ 46,496 

Statem ent B 

OPERATING 
G RA NTS AND 

_CONTRIBUTIONS_ TOTAL 

GENERAL REVENUES: 
Ad valorem taxes 
Intergovernm ental revenues: 
State revenue sharing 
State fire insurance rebate 

Interest incom e 
Other 

Total general revenues 

Changes in net assets 

Net assets: 
Beginning of the year 
End of the year 

See accountant's compilation report and accom panying notes 
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$ 1,282 
2,300 
6,371 
5,999 
14,365 
11,271 
1,589 
3.319 

$ 46,496 

$ 38,064 

6,911 
3,011 
378 
325 

48.689 

2,193 

220,734 
$ 222,927 



FUND FINANCIAL STA TEM EN TS 
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LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

ASSETS 

BALANCE SHEET - 
GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE -GENERAL FUND 

Decem ber31.2003 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables - 

Taxes 
Due from other governmental 
units 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Fund balance - 

Unreserved - undesignated 

Total fund equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
FUND EQ UITY 

See accountant's compilation report and accompanying notes. 
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Govern mental 
Fund T_vp~ 

$ 100,184 

806 

36,195 

$ 137,185 

$ -- 

137,185 

137,185 

$ 137~185 

Statem ent C 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENT FUNDS BALANCE SHEET 
TO THE GOVERNMENT-W IDE STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS 

December 31, 2003 

Total fund balances - governmental funds (Statement C) 

The purchase of capital assets are reported as expenditures as 
they are incurred in the governm ental funds. The Statement of 
Net Assets reports capital assets as an asset to the District. 
These capital assets are depreciated over their estim ated usefu 
lives in the Statem ent of Activities and are not reported in 
the governm ental funds. 

Cost of capital assets 
Less: Accum ulated depreciation 

Long-term liabilities that are not due and payable in the 
current period are not reported as a fund liability. All 
liabilities - both current and long term - are reported 
in the Statem ent of Net Assets. 

Balances at Decem ber 31, 2003 are: 
Accrued interest 
Long-term liabilities 

Net Assets (Statement A) 

See accountant's com pilation report and accom panying notes 
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$ 300,534 
(82,174) 

Statem ent D 

$ 137,185 

218,360 

(5,888) 
(126,730) 

$ 222,927 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

For the twelve m onth period ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

REVENUES: 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Interest earnings 
Insurance rebate 
Other 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES: 
Public safety: 

General administration 
Professional fees 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Other 
Cooperative agreement 
Capital Outlay 
Principal and interest on debt 
Equipment stolen 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER 
(UNDER) EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING 

FUND BALANCE, ENDING 

See accountant's com pilation report and accompanying notes 
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$ 38,064 
6,911 
378 

3,011 
326 

48.689 

11,271 
2,300 
1,282 
3,319 
6,371 
7,658 
19,886 

375 

52,462 

(3,773) 

140.958 

$ 137,185 

Statem ent E 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
For the year ended Decem ber 31,2003 

Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds (Statement E) 

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statem ent 
of activities (Statement 8) are different as follows: 

Government funds report capital outlays as expenditures. 
However. in the statement of activities, the cost of those assets 
are alloca ted over the estimated useful lives as depreciation 
expense. This is the amount of capital outlay less asset disposition 
and depreciation during the year. 

Note paym ents provide current financial resources to 
governm ent funds, but issuing debt increased long-term 
liabilities in the statem ent of net assets. Repaym ent of 
principal is a expenditure in the governm ental funds, but the 
repaym ent reduces long-term liabilities in the statement of net 
assets. This is the amount by which repaym ents exceeded 
proceeds. 

Change in net assets of governmental activities (Statement B) 

See accountant's com pilation report and accompanying notes 
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Statem ent F 

$ (3,773) 

(7,921 ) 

13,887 

=$ 2,193 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

In June, 1999, the GASB unanimously approved Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements - 
and Managem ent's Discussion and Analysis - for State and Local Governments. One of the 
more significant changes in Statem ent No. 34 include for the first tim e a Management's 
Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) section providing an analysis of the District's overall 
financial position and results of operations and financial statements prepared using full 
accrual accounting for all of the District's activities. The District has not presented 
Management's Discussion and An alysis that the Governm ental Accounting Standards 
Board has determ ined is necessary to supplement, although not required to be part of, 
the basic financial statements. However, other changes are reflected in the accom panying 
basic financial statements (including notes to financial statements). The District implemented 
the general provisions of Statement No. 34 for the year ended Decem ber 31,2003. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 (the 
District) conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. 

The following is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

a. REPORTING ENTITY 

The District is a component unit of the Lafourche Parish Counci 

The District has reviewed all of its activities and determ ined that there are no potential 
component units which should be included in its financial statem ents. 

b. GOVERNMENT-W lDE ACCOUNTING 

In accordance with Government Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 34, the District 
has presented a Statement of Net Assets and Statem ent of Activities for the district as a 
whole. These statements include the primary governm ent and its component units, if 
applicable, with the exception of fiduciary funds. Those funds are reported separately. 
Governm ent-W ide Accounting is designed to provide a more com prehensive view of the 
government's operations and financial position as a single econom ic entity. The Statement 
of Net Assets and Statement of Activities are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. 

Governm ent-wide statements distinguish between governm ental-type and business-type 
activities. Govern m ental activities are those financed through taxes, intergovem mental 
revenues and other non-exchange revenues and are usually reported in governmental and 
internal service funds. Business activities are financed in whole are in part through fees 
charged for goods or serv ices to the general public and are usually reported in proprietary 
funds. 

Policies specific to the government-wide statements are as follows 

4 9 - 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
December 31. 2003 

b. GOVERNM ENT-W IDE ACCOUNTING - Continued 

Elim inating Internal Activity 

Interfund receivables and payables are elim inated in the Statement of Net Assets except for 
the net residual amounts due between governmental and business-type activities. These 
are presented as internal balances. 

Application of FASB Statements and Interpretations 

Reporting on governmental-type activities are based on PASB Statements and Interpretations 
issued after November 30, 1989, except where they conflict or contradict GASB 
pronouncem ents. 

Capitalizing Assets 

Assets used in operations with an initial useful life that extends beyond one year are capitalized 
Equipm ent, furniture and fixtures, leasehold im provements, and buildings are depreciated over 
their estimated useful lives. Depreciation is not calculated on land, land improvements or 
construction in progress. Accum ulated depreciation is recorded at net of depreciable assets in 
the Statem ent of Net Assets. 

Program Revenues 

The Statement of Activities present two categories of program revenues - (1) charges for 
services and (2) operating grants and contributions. 

Charges for services - are revenues from exchanges or exchange like transactions with external 
parties that purchase, use or directly benefit from the program 's goods, services, or privileges. 
These revenues include fees charged for specific services, licenses and permits, and operating 
special assessm ent, and include paym ents from exchange transactions with other governments. 

Operating grants and contributions - are resources that are restricted for operating purposes of 
a program . They include grants and contributions with restriction that perm it the resources to be 
used for a program operating of capitai needs at the recipient government's discretion. If 
m ultipurpose contributions and grants that provide financing for more than on program are 
specifically identifies, they are included as program revenues. 

c. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The district uses funds to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund 
accounting is designed to demonstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial management by 
segregating tra nsactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity using the modified accrual method to report revenues 
and expenditures with a self-balancing set of accounts. 

-  10 - 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTF I - RIJM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING 

c. FUND ACCOUNTING - continued 

Funds of the District are classifies as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for 
district's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally 
restricted m onies, and the construction of two additional fire stations. Governm ental Funds 
of the district includes: 

General Fund - The General fund is the general operating fund of the district. It 
is used to account for all financial resources except those that are required to be 
accounted for in another fund. 

d. MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Governm ent-W ide Financial Statem ents (GW FS 

The Statem ent of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities displays information about the 
reporting governm ent as a whole. Fiduciary funds are not included in the GW FS. Fiduciary funds 
are reported only in the Statem ent of Fiduciary Net Assets at the fund financial statem ent level. 

The Statement of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities were prepared using the economic 
resources measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, gains 
losses, assets, and liabilities resulting from exchange and exchange-like transactions are 
recognized when the exchange takes place. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and 
liabilities resulting from nonexchange transactions are recognized in accordance with the 
requirem ents of GASB Statement No. 33 "Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonax change 
Transactions." 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing 
of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

All Governm ental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. 
Their revenues are recognized when they become m easurable and available as net current 
assets. Ad valorem taxes and the insurance rebate are considered "measurable" at the tim e 
of availability since the timing of their collection coincides with the timing of the expenditures 
to be paid. Interest income on investments is recorded as revenue when the investments 
have m atured and the incom e is available. M iscellaneous revenues are recorded as 
revenues when received in cash by the District because they are generally not m easurable 
until actually received. 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

d. MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - Continued 

Fund Financial Statem ents (FFS 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurable 
focus. The governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources 
measurem ent focus and a modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis 
of accounting revenues are recognized when they are measurable and available. Measurable 
means the am ount of the transaction can be determ ined and available m eans collectible when 
the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures 
are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, except for unm atured principal and 
interest on long-term debt which is recognized when due. Compensated absences and claims 
and judgments are reported in the governmental fund only if the claims are due and payable. 

W ith this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included 
on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of these funds present increases and decreases in 
net current assets. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues 
and expenditures. 

e. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Ad valorem taxes are recorded on the modified accrual basis and, therefore, recorded when they 
are both measurable and available. The calendar for the 2003 ad valorem tax roll was as follows 

Levy date 
Due date 
Lien date 

Service charges 
and 

_Ad valorem taxes 

December 31,2003 
December 31, 2003 
January 1,2004 

State revenue sharing revenues and the 2% fire insurance tax protection rebate are recorded 
when the district is entitled to the funds. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred. 

Encum brances 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other com m itm ents 
are recorded in the fund general ledgers, Js not utilized by the District. 

- 12 - 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

e. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - Continued 

Proceeds from the sale of fixed assets and debt acquired for the construction and purchase 

of fixed assets (capital project fund) are accounted for as other financing sources and are 
recognized when received. Fixed assets acquired through capital leases are recorded as 
expenditures and other financing sources at the tim e of acquisition. 

Use of Estim ates 

The preparation of financial statements in conform ity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires m anagement to make estimates and 
assum ptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual 
results could differ from those estimates. 

g. BUDG ET PRACTICES 

The District's procedures in establishing the budgetary data for the financial statem ents 
required by the Louisiana Revised Statues 39:1303 are as follows: 

A proposed budget is subm itted by the Chief Executive Officer to the Board no later 
than fifteen days prior to the beginning of each year. 

After completion of all action necessary to finalize and implement the budget, the 
budget is adopted by the Board and recorded in the m inutes of the District. 
The board, as allowed by state law, does not obtain public participation in the 
budget process. 

Budget amendments require the approval of the Board 

All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each year 

A budget for the General Fund is adopted on a basis consistent with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted 
or as am ended from tim e to tim e by the Board. 

h. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes amounts in dem and deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and tim e deposits 
Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits that m ature within 90 days after year end and 
other investments with original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the district may 
deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law or under the laws of the United States. 

- 13 - 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

h. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - continued 

Under state law, the districts may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 
These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days. However, if the 
original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 

i. Accounts Receivable 

The financial statements for the District contain no allowance for uncollectible accounts. 
These amounts are not considered to be material in relation to the financial position or operations 
of the funds. 

CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital assets are recorded at historical cost and depreciated over their estimated useful lives. 

Estimated useful live is management's estimate of how long the asset is estimated to meet service 
demands. Straight line depreciation is used based on the following estimated useful lives: 

Building 
Furniture 
Equipment 
Vehicles 

k. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE 

40 
5 -7 
5-10 

5 

years 
years 
years 
years 

The District has no full-time employees. There is no accumulated unpaid vacation at 
December 31, 2003. 

The District does not have a sick leave policy 

On Novem ber 7, 2002, the budget for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, was made 
available for public inspection; the hearing was held; and the budget was formally 
adopted by the District on Decem ber 5, 2002. 

Revenues and expenditures shown on the budget comparison, Page 18, are recognized 
on the cash basis and are reconciled with the amounts shown on Page 7, as follows: 

Excess (deficit) of revenues over (under) 
expenditures - Page 18 
Add - current year receivables 
Less - prior-year receivables 
Less - current-year payables 
Add - pdor-year payables 

Excess (deficit) of revenues over (under) 
expenditures - Page 7 

-  14 - 

$ 1,028 
37,001 
(41,802) 

$ (3,773) 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31. 2003 

Cash and deposits are categorized into three categories of credit risk. 

Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral held by the 
District or its agent in the District's nam e. 

Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution's trust 
departm ent or its agent in the District's nam e. 

Category 3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution or its 
trust department of agent but not in the District's name and deposits which are uninsured or 
uncollateralized. 

The year end balances of deposits are as follows 

Category 1 
Category 3 

Bank Ba|ances 

$ 100,000 
6,775 

$ 106,775 

Book 
Balance 

$ 100,000 
184 

$ 100,184 

Property taxes are levied each Decem ber 1 on the assessed vafue listed as of the prior January 1 for 
all real property, m erchandise and m ovable property located in the Parish. Assessed values are 
established by the Lafourche Parish Assessor's Office and the State Tax Com m ission as percentages 
of actual value as specified by Louisiana law. A reevaluation of all property is required to be 
com pleted no less than every four years. Taxes are due and payable Decem ber 31 with interest 
being charged on payments after January 1. Taxes can be paid through the tax sale date, which is 
the last W ednesday in June. Properties for which the taxes have not been paid are sold for the 
amount of the taxes. The tax rate for collections during the year ended Decem ber 31,2003 was 
10 m ills on property within Fire Protection District No. 9 for the purpose of fire protection within the 
District and paym ent of respective debt. 

Receivables as of Decem ber 31,2003 are as follows 

Due from Taxpayers 

Due from Sheriff" 

(Collections during December, 2003 
not yet remitted) 

- 15 - 

$ 806 

$ 36,195 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 9 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
December 31. 2003 

A sum mary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance 
January 
1. 2003 Additions Deletions 

Building 
Land 
Vehicle 
Equipm ent 

Total 

Accum ulated 
Depreciation 

79,986 $ -- 
2,500 -- 

140,000 -- 
71.604 7.658 

294,090 

$ 67,809 

BOARD M E M B~P~_ 

$ 7 658 

1,214 

$ 1,214 

Balance 
Decem ber 
31. 2003 

$ 300,534 

$ 14,385 $ -- $ 82,174 

The Districtdid notpayperdiem to anyofits Board Mem bers during the yearended Decem ber31 
2003. 

Payments due in annual installments of $19,886.23 through February 1, 2011; interest rate of 6.35 
percent. Debt was issued to provide money to buy a fire truck. 

$ 128,730 

The annual requirements to amortize atl debt outstanding as of Decem ber 31,2003, including 
interest payments of $32,360, are as follows (in thousands of dollars). 

Year Ending 
Decem ber 31 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2011 

- 16 - 

$ 20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
59 

$ 159 



OTHER SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORMATION AND REPORTS REQUIRED BY 

GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following page contains a budget com parison schedule, 

- 17 - 



LAFOURCHE PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO 9 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE (NON GAAP BASIS) 
GENERAL FUND 

For the Year ended Decem ber 31,2003 

Revenues: 
Taxes - ad valorem 
Revenue sharing 
Insurance rebate 
Interest income 
Other 

Total revenue 

Expenditures: 
General adm inistration 
Professional fees 
Repairs and maintenance 
Other 
Capital outlay 
Cooperative agreem ent 
Principal and interest on debt 
Equipm ent stolen 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficit) revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

See accountant's com pilation report and accom panying notes 

-  18 - 

O riginal 
& Final 
Budget Actual 

$ 37,000 
6,900 
2,700 

46.600 

9,150 
2,000 
4,000 
2,900 
5,964 
6,371 
19,886 

50,271 

(3,671) 

140.958 

$ 41,653 
6,911 
3,011 
379 
325 

52,279 

11,271 
2,300 
1,282 
2,108 
7,658 
6,371 
19,886 

375 

51,251 

140.956 

Variance- 
with Final 
Budget 
Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 4,653 
11 
311 
379 
325 

5.679 

(2,121) 
(300) 
2,718 
792 

(1,694) 
. . 

T" 
(375) 

_  (960) 

4,699 

$ !37,287 $ 141,986 $ 4,699 
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A nn T. H ebert 
Certified Public Accountant 

901 Ridgafield Road 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

(985) 446-0994 

Independent Accountant's Report 
on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

To the Board 
Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Gheens, LA 

I have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Government Audit Guide and enumerated 
below, which were agreed to by the Board of the Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating the Board's assertions 
about the Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9's com pliance with certain laws and regulations 
during the twelve m onths ended Decem ber 31,2003 included in the accom panying Louisiana Attestation 
Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, I m ake no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

1. Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding $15,000, or 
public works exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in 
accordance with LSA-R.S. 38:2211.2251 (the public bid law). 

No expenditures for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000 or public works exceeding $100,000 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

2. This procedure was not applicable for the twelve months ended Decem ber 31,2003 since 
Lafourche Parish fire Protection District No. 9 had no em ployees and the board m em bers are 
appointed, not elected as public servants. 

Budgeting 

3. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents 

Managem ent provided m e with a copy of the original budget of which there were no 
am endm ents. 

- 20 - 



4. Trace the budget adoption to the m inute book. 

I traced the adoption of the original budget to the minutes of a meeting held on Decem ber 5, 
2002 which indicated that the budget has been accepted by the Board of the Lafourche Parish 
Fire Protection District No. 9 by unanim ous consent. There were no am endm ents to the budget. 

5. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures 
to determ ine if actual revenues failed to m eet budgeted revenues by 5%  or m ore or if actual 
expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by 5% or more. 

I com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures. I determ ined that revenues and expenditures were within the 5% thresholds 

6. Random ly select 6 disbursements m ade during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

I examined supporting documentation for six disbursements and found that paym ent 
was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
account; and 

All of the payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

(c) determine whether paym ents received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting that all disbursements indicated approvals 

M eetings 

7. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the m inute book were 
posted or advertised as required by LSA-R.S. 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

The Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 is required to post a notice of each meeting and 
the accompanying agenda on the door of the district's office building. Although management has 
asserted that such documents were properly posted, I could find no evidence supporting such 
assertion other than an unm arked copy of the notices and agendas. 

Debt 

8. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determ ine whether any such 
deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

I inspected copies of ait bank deposit slips for the period under examination and noted no 
indebtedness. 
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Advances and Bonuses 

9. Exam ine payroll record and m inutes for the year to determ ine whether any payment have 
been m ade to em ployees which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

This procedure was not applicable for the twelve months ended December 31, 2003 since the 
Lafourche Parish fire Protection District No. 9 has no em ployees. 

My prior year report, dated May 21,2003, included a budget finding which has been resolved 

I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of any opinion on management's assertions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 
Had I perform ed additional procedures, other matters m ight have com e to my attention that would have 
been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of the Board of the Lafourche Parish Fire Protection District 
No. 9 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have not 
agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the suffi ciency of the procedures for this 
purposes. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Ann T. Hebert 
Certified Public Accountant 

March27.2004 
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A nn T. H ebert 
Certified Public Accountant 

901 Ridgefield Road 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

(985) 446-0994 

LETTER OF FINDINGS 

For the Current Year Ended December 31,2003 

March 27, 2004 

The finding for the Year Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 was as follows 

2003-1 Finding 

As required by the Louisiana Revised Statues 39:1225, collateral security shall be at all times 
equal to one hundred percent of the am ount of collected funds on deposit to the credit of each 
depositing authority except that portion of the deposits insured by any governm ental agency 
organized under the laws of the United States. At Decem ber 31,2003, the Lafourche Parish 
Fire Protection District No. g had $6,775 in uncollateralized funds on deposit. 

At Decem ber 31,2003, deposits at one financial institution were under collateralized. The Board 
will approach this bank for additional collateral sufficient to secure 100% of deposits. If the bank 
fails to comply, the District will move the deposits to comply with Revised Statute 39:1225

. 

Sum mary. of prior y~.ar findings 

2002-1 Budget- resolved. 
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Ann T. Hebert 

Lafourehe Parish Fire Protection District #9 

LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

March 16, 2004 (Date Transmitted 

(Auditors) 

In connection with your compilation of our financial statements as of [date] and for the year then ended, and 
as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, we make the 
following representations to you. W e accept full responsibi[ity for our compliance with the following laws and 
regulation and the internal controls over compliance with such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our 
compliance with the following taws and regulations prior to making these representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as or (date of 
completion/representations):' December 31, 2003. 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have complied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Titl~ 38:2212, and, where applicabJe, the 
regulations of the Division of Administration, State Purchasing O[fice_ 

Yes [ 
/ '

ov'] N [ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

It is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything o[ vabe, whether in the form of a service 

loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124, f  
Yes[~j Not ] 

It is true that no m ember of the immediate family of any member of:he governing authority, or the chief 
executive of the governm ental entity, has been employed by the goYernmental entity after April 1, 1980 
under circumstances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119 

Yes[~] Nol ] 
Budgeting 

We have complied with the stale budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 
39;130%14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes [
/

oV'j" N [ [ 

LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTALAUDff GUIDE 
Revised June 2002 
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Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exem pt governmental records are available 
three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44 

as a public record and have been retained for at least 
31, and 44:36. / /  

Yes [~ No [ } 

W e have filed our annual financial statements in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92, as 

applicable. Yes ['/] No [ ] 

W e have had our financial statem ents audited or compiled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513. 
Yes [~/'] No [ ] 

M eetings 

W e have complied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided [n RS 42:1 through 42:12. 
Yes [~  NO [ ] 

Debt 

It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to make purchases in 
the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreements, without the 
approval of the State Bond Comm ission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the '1974 Louisiana 
Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes [~j" No [ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VI 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Cons{itution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 

Yes [,VI" No [ ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have made available to you documentation relating to 
the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any communications from regulatory agencies or other sources concerning any 
possible noncompliance with the foregoJn9 Jaws and reguJafions, including any com munications received 
between the end of the period under examination and the issuance ef this report. W e acknowledge our 

nce of 

LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL AUDIT GUIDE 
Revised June 2002 
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