
 



 



D u~ i. &  J~m es 

John N. I)urnin, CPA 
Dennis E. James, CPA 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

14AMMO~O, LA ~ Aurr~, LA 

June 14, 2004 

Accoun tants' Comnilation Renort 

Board of Comm issioners 
St. Helena Parish Fire District N o. 4 
8352 Highway 37 
Greensburg, Louisiana 70441 

M emb~r 
American Institute of CPA's 
Society of Louisiana CPA's 

W e have com piled the accom panying financial statem ents of the governm ental activities an d the general 
fund an d debt service fund of the St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District No. 4, Greensburg, Louisian a 

(a component unit of the St. Helena  Parish Police Jury) as of December 31, 2003, an d for the year then 
ended which collectively com prise the St. Helena Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o. 4's basic financial 
statem ents as listed in th e table of contents in accordance with  Statem ents on Standards for Accoun ting 
an d Review Services issued by th e Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A compilation is limited to presen ting in  th e form  of finan cial statem ents inform ation that is the 
representation of the m anagem ent of th e St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District No. 4. W e have not 
audited or reviewed th e accompan ying bas ic financial statem ents and, accordingly, do not express an  
opinion or an y oth er form  of assurance on th em . 

In  accordance with the Louisian a Governm ental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law , w e have 
issued a report, dated Jun e 14, 2004, on th e results of our agreed-upon procedures. 

Respectfu lly subm itted, 

Duruin & Jam es, CPA s 

(A Professional Corporation) 

~ 401 East Thom as Street ~ Ham mond, Louisiana 70401 ~ 985 345 6262 ~ Fax: 985 345 9987 ~ 



 



 

St. Helena Fire District No. 4 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

M anagement's Discussion and Analysis 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

As management of the St. Helena Fire District No. 4, Greensburg, Louisiana (the "District"), we offer 
readers of th e District's fin ancial statem ents this narrative overview an d an alysis of the financial 
activities of th e District for th e fiscal year ended December 31, 2003. This m anagem ent discussion an d 
analysis ("MD&A") is designed to provide an  objective an d easy to read an alysis of the District's 
finan cial activities based on currently known facts, decisions, or conditions. It is intended to provide 
readers with a broad overview of the District's finances. It is also intended to provide readers with an  
an alysis of th e District's short-term  an d long-term  activities based on inform ation presented in th e 
financial report and fiscal policies that have been adopted by the District. Specifically, this section is 
design ed to assist the reader in focusing on significan t financial issues, provide an  overview of th e 
District's finan cial activity, identify chan ges in the District's financial position (its ability to address the 
next an d subsequent year challenges), identify an y material deviations from the financial plan  (the 
approved budget), an d identify individual fund issues or concerns. 

This is th e first year  th at the District has presented its financial statem ents under the new reportin g 
m odel required by th e Governm enta l Accoun ting Standar ds Board Statem ent Num ber 34. Because this 
new reporting m odel chan ges significan tly not only the pre sentation of fin an cial data, but also the 
manner in which th e inform ation is recorded, prior year compar ative inform ation for this reporting 
period's M D& A has not been included. The om ission of their com parative inform ation is un avoidable 
an d un fortunately puts the reader in  a less th an  desirable position. In preparing the inform ation 
sum m arized below, we have tried to keep in mind this di sadvan tage by expan ding on th e narrative with 
our opinion of the chan ges from  one year  to th e next. 

As with other sections of th is financial report, th e information contain ed w ith in this M D &A should be 
considered only a part of a greater whole. The readers of this statem ent should take tim e to read an d 
evaluate all sections of th is report, including the footnotes an d the other Required Supplem ental 

Information ("RSI") that is provided in addition to this MD&A. 

Overview of the Financial Statem ents 

This di scussion an d an alysis is intended to serve as an  introduction to th e District's finan cial statem ents. 
The District's basic financial statem ents consist of the following com ponents: 

Governm ent-W ide Fin an cial Statem ents 
Fun d Finan cial Statem en ts 
Notes to the Finan cial Statem ent s 
Oth er Supplem entary Inform ation, which is in addition to th e basic fm ancial statem ents 
themselves. 

G overnm ent-W ide Financial Statem ents 

Governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents are designed by GA SB Statem ent  34 to chan ge the way in 
which govern m ent al fin an cial statem ent s are present ed. It now provides readers for the first tim e 
a concise "entity-wide" Statem ent  of Net Assets an d Statem ent of Activities, seeking to give th e 
user of the financial statem ent s a broad overview of th e District's financial position and results 
of operations in a m anner sim ilar  to a private-sector business. 
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St. Helena Fire District No. 4 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

M an agement's Discussion an d Analysis (Continued) 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

The statement of net assets presents information on all of the District's assets and 
liabilities using the accrual basis of accounting, which is sim ilar to the accounting used 
by m ost private-sector com pan ies. The difference between the assets and liabilities is 
reported as net assets. Over tim e, increases or decre ases in net assets m ay serve as a 
useful indicator of whether th e fin an cial position of th e District is improving or 
weakening. 

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net assets 
chan ged during the m ost recent fiscal year. All chan ges in net assets are reported as soon 
as th e underlying event givin g rise to th e chan ge occurs, regar dless of th e tim ing of 
related cash flows. Thus, revenues an d expenses are reported in  this statem ent for som e 

items that will only result in cash flows in future fiscal periods (e.g., un collected taxes). 

Government- Wide Financial Analysis 

As noted earlier, net assets m ay serve over time as a us eful indicator of a governm ent's finan cial 
position. Th e District assets exceeded its liabilities at th e close of th e m ost recent fiscal year by 
$73,292 (net assets). Of this amount, $44,791 is unrestricted net assets. 

By far the largest portion of the District's net assets (58 percent) reflects its investment in capital 
assets (e.g., land, lan d improvements, buildings, equipment, etc.), less an y related debt used to 
acquire th ose assets th at is still outstanding. The District uses these capita/assets to provide 
services to citizens; consequently, th ese assets are not available for future spending. Alth ough 
the District's investm ent in  its capital assets is reported net of related debt, it should be noted th at 
th e re sour ces needed to repay this debt m ust be provided from  other sources, since th e capital 
assets th em selves cannot be used to liquidate these liabilities. 

An additional portion of the District's net assets (39 percent) represents resources that are subject 
to external restrictions on how th ey m ay be used. Th e rem aining balan ce of unrestricted net 

assets ($44,791) may be used to meet the government's ongoing obligations to citizens an d 
creditors. 

At the end of th e current fiscal year , th e District is able to report positive net asset balances in 
both the governm ent-wide an d governm ental activities. The sam e situation held true for th e 
prior fiscal year. 

Governmental Activities 

The Governm ental Activities of th e District include Public Safety. Property taxes fund m ost of 
th ese governm ental activities. 

General revenues ar e those available for th e District to use to pay for th e governm ental activities 
described above. Th e following chart shows the District's genera l revenues 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Introduction 

St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 2003 

St. Helena  Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 was created by an  ordinan ce of the St. Helena Parish 
Police Jury for the purpose of acquiring, m aintaining, and operating buildings, m achinery, water tanks, 
water hydrants, water lines, an d any other thin gs necessary to provide proper fire prevention an d control 
of the property within th e District. The District operates under th e direction of a five-m ember board 
appoin ted by th e St. Helena Parish Police Jury. The District also employs two part-tim e workers for 
bookkeeping an d m an agem ent services. On January 25, 1997, th e Greensburg Volunteer Fire 
Departm ent m erged into St. H elena Fire District N o. 4. This m erger was approved by the St. Helena  
Parish Police Jury and th e Village of Greensburg. 

1. Sum m ary O f Significant Accounting Policies 

The accompan ying finan cial statem ents of the Assessor have been pre pared in conform ity 
with governm ental accounting principles genera lly accepted in the United States of 
America. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governmental accoun ting an d financial reporting 
principles. The accompan ying basic finan cial statem ents have been prepar ed in 
conformity with GASB Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements - and 
Management's Discussion and Analysis -for State and Local Governments: Omnibus; 
an d Interpretation No. 6, Recognition and Measurement of Certain Liabilities and 
Expenditures in Governmental Fund Financial Statements, issued in Jun e 1999. 

B. Financial ReDortin~ Entity 

All board m em bers of the District are appointed by th e St. Helena Parish Police Jury. As 
th e governing auth ority of th e Parish, for rep orting purposes, th e St. Helena Parish Police 
Jury is the financial reporting entity for Livingston Parish. The finan cial reporting entity 
consists of (a) primary government (parish coun cil), (b) organ izations for which the 
primary government is financially accountable, an d (c) other organizations for which the 
nature and significance of their relationship with  th e prim ary governm ent ar e such that 
exclusion would cause th e reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or 
incom plete. 

Because th e boar d m em bers of the District are appointed by th e St. Helena Parish Police 
Jury, the District was determ ined to be a component unit of th e St. Helena Parish Police 
Jury 

The accom pan ying basic financial statem ents pre sent inform ation only on the funds 
maintained by the District and do not present information on the St. Helena Parish Police 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District N o. 4 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

December 3 i, 2003 

Year Endin~ December 3 t 

2004 

2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

2009-2013 

2014 -2018 
2019-2021 

Interest Portion 

General 
Obligation 

Bonds Total 

$ 28,585 
33,573 
33,340 
32,852 
32,29O 
166,621 
172,385 

102,927 

$ 602,573 

$ 28,585 
33,573 

33,340 
32,852 
32,290 
166,621 
172,385 

102,927 

$ 602,573 

(212,573) (212,573) 

6. Dedication of Proceeds and Flow of Funds - Ad Valorem Tax 

Proceeds of the 10 year special tax of 30.5 m ills on the dollar  of assessed valuation on all 

property subject to taxation in the District (2003 collections $203,191) are dedicated for the 
purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, m aintaining, and / or operating fire protection 
facilities an d activities in and for the District. 

The District, through its govern ing authority, adopted a resolution on August 22, 2000, 
authorizing the issuance of $400,000 of 20 year General Obligation Bonds, Series 2001, for the 
purpose of purchasing an d acquiring lan d, buildings, equipm ent, and oth er facilities in th e 
District for fire protection purposes. In th at resolution, th e proceeds of th e 10-year  special tax 
were irrevocably and irrepealably pledged an d dedicated in an  am ount suffi cient  for paym ent  of 
th e genera l obligation bonds auth orized an d interest as th ey be com e due and for oth er purposes. 

The certificate resolution requires that th e proceeds of th e special tax now being levied and 
collected by th e District is to be deposited with the District's fiscal agent bank in a "Sinking 

Fund" (Debt Service Fun d) until such time as there is on dep osit in the Sinking Fun d suffi cient 
proceeds of th e tax to pay all principal and interest falling due on the certificate in th e ensuing 
year. After such tim e as there has been accumulated in the Sinking Fun d the am ount described 
in th e preceding sentence, an y surplus m oneys derived from  th e tax m ay be used by the District 
for any of the purposes for which th e tax is auth orized to be levied. The District shall m ake 

available from the Sinking Fund to the paying agent at least one (1) day in advance of the date on 



St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District N o. 4 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 2003 

which each paym ent of principal and intere st on the certificate falls due, funds fully sufficient to 
pay promptly th e principal and interest falling due on such date. 

After funds have been set aside out of the revenues of the tax for each tax roll year sufficient  to 
pay th e principal and interest on the certificate for th e ensuing calendar  year, an d all required 
am ounts have been deposited in the Sinking Fund, th en an y excess of annna l revenues of the tax 
remaining for th at tax  roll year shall be free for expenditure by the District for th e purposes for 
which th e tax was auth orized by the voters. 

As of Decem ber 31, 2003, the District was in  compliance with  th e certificate covenants. 

Com pliance W ith G eneral Obligation Bonds Covenants 

The District, through its governing auth ority
, adopted a resolution on August 22, 2000, 

authorizing the issuance of $400,000 of 20 year General Obligation Bonds, Series 2001 for the 
purpose of purchasing an d acquiring lan d, buildings, equipm ent an d oth er facilities in  the District 
for fire protection purposes. That general obligation bond resolution contained certain covenants 

an d agreements in connection with the security and payment of the certificates. The major 
covenants contained in  the certificate resolution and th e manner in  whi ch the District has 
complied with th ese covenan ts is described as follows: 

Sink ing Fund - According to th e certificate resolution, all of the avails or proceeds of th e tax for 
each tax roll year shall be set aside in the Sinking Fun d until such tim e as there is on deposit in 
th e Sinking Fun d sufficient proceeds of th e tax to pay all principal an d in terest falling due on the 
certificate in th e ensuing year . 

As of Decem ber 31, 2003, th e District was in complian ce with  th is certificate covenan t. 

Securing of deposits of public funds - In the certificate resolution it is required that all m oneys 
deposited with  th e regu lar ly designed fiscal agent bank or banks of th e District or th e paying 
agent un der  th e term s of the resolution shall constitute sacred funds for the benefit of th e owner  
of th e certificate, an d shall be secured by said fin ances at all tim es to th e fu ll extent th ereof in the 
manner re quired by law for th e securing of deposits of public funds. 

As of December 31, 2003, th e District was in com pliance with this certificate covenant. 

Budget - In the bond resolution as long as the bonds are outstanding and unpaid in principal or 
interest, the District is required to prepare an d adopt a budget prior to the beginning of each 
fiscal year. A copy of such budget shall be furnished within thirty (30) days after its adoption of 
the paying agent and owner. 

As of December 31, 2003, th e District was in compliance with th is certificate covenan t. 
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&  Jam es 

John N. Durnin, CPA 
Dcnnis E. Jamcs, CPA 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
A PROFE8810NAL CORPORATION 

HAMMOND~ LA ~ AM ]'IT~ LA 

June 14, 2004 

On Aaalvin~ A~reed-Uoon Procedures 

Board of Comm issioners 
St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District N o. 4 
8352 Highway 37 
Greensburg, Louisiana 70441 

M ember 
American lnstimt~ of CPA's 
Scciety of Louisiana CPA's 

W e have perform ed the procedur es included in th e Louisiana Government Audit Guide and enumerated 
below , which were agreed to by th e m anagem ent of St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 and 
the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist th e users in evaluating managem ent's 
assertions about St. Helena Fire District N o. 4's complian ce with  certain laws an d regulations during the 

year ended December 31, 2003, included in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. 
Thi s agreed-upon procedur es engagem ent was perform ed in accordance with standards established by 
the Am erican  Institute of Certified Public Accountants and applicable standar ds of Governm ent 
Auditing Standar ds. The suffi ciency of th ese procedur es is solely th e responsibility of the specified 
users of th e report. Consequently, we m ake no representation regar ding the suffi ciency of the 
procedures described below eith er for th e purpose for which th is report has been requested or for an y 
other purpose. 

Select all expenditures m ade during the year for m aterials an d supplies exceeding $15,000, or 
public works exceeding $100,000, an d determ ine whether such pur chases were made in 
accordance with L SA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 



Durnin & Jam es, CPA 's P.C 

4 Determ ine whether any of th ose em ployees included in the listing obtained from  m anagem ent in 
agreed-upun  procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in 
agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family members. 

None of th e employees in cluded on the list of employees provided by m an agem ent in agreed- 

upon procedure (3) appeared on the list provided by management in agreed-upon procedure (2). 

Budgeting 

5. Obtain a copy of th e legally adopted budget and all am endm ents. 

M an agem ent provided us with a copy of th e original budget, an d th e budget am endm ent adopted 
during th e year. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the m inute book. 

7 

The adopted budget and amendm ents were traced to the minute book. 

Com par e the revenues an d expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues an d expenditures 
to determ ine if actual revenues failed to m eet budgeted revenues by 5%  or m ore or if actual 

expenditures exceed budgeted am ounts by 5% or more. (Note, state law exempts from the 
am endm ent requirements special reven ue funds with an ticipated expenditures of $250,000 or less 
an d exem pts special revenue funds whose expenditures drive re venue re cognition-prim arily 

federal funds.) 

W e compar ed th e re venues an d expenditures of th e final budget to actual revenues an d 
expenditures. Actual revenues an d expenditures for th e year  did not exceed budgeted am ounts 
by m ore than  5% . 

Random ly select 6 disbur sem ent s m ade during the period under exam ination and: 

a. Trace paym ents to supporting docum entation as to proper am ount and payee 

b 

W e examined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected di sbur sem ents an d 
found that paym ent was for the proper am oun t an d m ade to the correct payee. 

Determ ine if payments w ere properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
accoun t, an d 

32 



Dum in & Jam es, CPA 's P.C 

All six of the paym ents were  properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
account. 

c. Determ ine whether paym ents received approval from  proper authorities. 

9 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem ents indicated 
approvals from  the Board of Comm issioners. 

Examine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in th e m inute book were posted 
or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

The District properly com plied w ith the requirem ents of the open m eeting law 

Debt 

10. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determ ine whether any such 
deposits appear  to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

W e inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for th e period under exami nation and noted no 
deposit that appear ed to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

Exam ine payroll records an d m inutes for th e year to determ ine whether any paym ent s have been 
m ade to em ployees which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

A reading of th e minutes of the District for the year  indicated no approval for the paym ents 
noted. W e also inspected payroll records for the year an d noted no instances whi ch would 
indicate paym ents to em ployees which would constitute bonuses, advan ces, or gifts. 

W e were not engaged to, an d did not, perform  an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an  opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Had we perform ed additional procedures, other matters migh t have come to our attention that would 
have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for th e use of m anagem ent of St. Helena Parish Fire Protection District 
No. 4 an d th e Legislative Auditor, State of Louisian a, and should not be used by those who have not 
agreed to the procedures an d taken responsibility for th e sufficiency of the procedur es for their purposes. 
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Durnin & Jam es, CPA's P.C 

Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by th e Legislative Auditor as a public 
docum ent. 

Respectfully subm itted, 

Durnin & Jam es, CPAs 

(A Professional Corporation) 
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RESO L~ ON 

~ ion ~ ct N0.4, as a ~  of i~ 

Q*.m~icr~ r~ fur~i~aed by ~  Louis~ a 

W HERE' , Ulmn eclmpl~ o~ &v ~uv~ionnalre mus~ be ~ se~atcd to aad adopted by the 
Board of Commlssioncrs by means of a fc~'m a[ ms~luEon in an ~  mee~ng

, and, 

W HE~ AS~ ~his Loui~ana ~ on ~ rc w~ reviewed and ~1 q~ o~ 
~  ~  ~  B~ d of Commissi0~crs of the St. H~  Parish ~  Protection District No,4. 

THE~ FORE BE IT I/F~ SOLVED that ~e St l-~ ena Pari~h Fire pm~ oa ~ t~t 
No.4 ~ bya~ s this t'~solutiQa OL~ ~k--~  ~ ~t .2004 by the follo~ing roll call vote: 


