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Independent Accountants' Com pilation Report 

Ascension Parish Coroner's Offi ce 

W e have compiled the accompanying general-purpose balance sheet of the Ascension Parish Coroner's 
Offi ce, a component unit of Ascension Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 2003, an d the related 
general-purpose statements of revenues, expenditures and chan ges in fund balan ce an d cash flows for the 

year then ended, in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued 
by die Am erican  Institute of Certified Public Accoun tants. 

A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of finan cial statements inform ation that is the 
repre sentation of m anagement. W e have not audited or reviewed the accompan ying general-purpose 
finan cial statem ents an d, accordingly, do not express an  opinion or an y other form  of assuran ce on th em . 

M ay 27, 2004 
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Cash 

Fund balance 

ASCENSION PARISH CORONER 'S OFFICE 

General-Purpose Balan ce Sheet 

Decem ber 31, 2003 

(See Accompanying Accountants' Compilation Report) 

Asse s 

Fund Balance 

See accompanying notes to gan eral-purpose financial statem ents. 

100 

100 



 

ASCENSION PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE 

General-Purpose Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance 

Year ended December 31, 2003 

(See Accompanying Accountants' Compilation Report) 

Revenues: 
Retainer - Ascension Parish 
Charges for services 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
General an d administrative 
M iscellaneous 

Total expenditures 

Deficiency of revenues over expenditures 

Fun d balan ce, beginning of year 

Fund balance, en d of year 

See accompan ying notes to general-purpose finan cial statem ents. 

60,000 
13,750 

73,750 

72,000 
6,750 

78,750 

(5,000) 
5.100 

100 



ASCENSION PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE 

General-Purpose Statement of Cash Flows 

Year ended December 31, 2003 

(See Accompanying Accountants' Compilation Report) 

Cash flows from  operating activities: 
Deficiency of revenues over expenditures 
Change in accounts receivable 

Cash used in operating activities 

Cash at beginning of year 

Cash at end of year 

See accompanying notes to general-purpose financial statem ents. 

(5,000) 
5,000 

100 

100 



ASCENSION PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE 

Note to General-Purpose Financial Statem ents 

December 31, 2003 

(See Accompanying Accountants' Compilation Report) 

(1) Organization and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

The Ascension Parish Coroner's Office (the Coroner's Office) was established to provide certain 
services to th e eitizeus  of A scension Parish. The Coroner's Offi ce is a component unit of the 
Ascension Parish Policy Jury. Certain expen ses related to the Coroner's Offi ce are paid by and are 
included in the Ascension Parish Police Jury's financial statements. The services of th e Coroner's 
Offi ce include, but are not limited to, th e following: 

Death Investigations - This includes assisting in the investigation of all accidental, unnatural, violent 
and/or un expected deaths within the jurisdiction of Ascension Parish. The Coroner's Office is also 
responsible for recording accurate inform ation related to the decedent at the tim e of death, 
performing or as sisting in performing death scene investigations, ordering autopsies, facilitating the 
flow of inform ation to contracted pathologists, facilitating respectful an d tim ely conveyan ce of the 
deceased to an d from the hospital with area funeral homes an d transport services. The Coroner 's 
Offi ce is required to maintain detailed records of all death s investigated. The Coroner's Offi ce is 
required to assist with the preparation of and maintain th e death certificate, as well as forward it to 
funeral hom es. 

-  The Coroner's Office is responsible for providing 
consultation, assessmen t an d treatm ent for patients' psychiatric an d/or substance abuse problems. 
The Coroner's Office is required to schedule an d conduct interviews with parties interested in having 
individuals involuntarily or voluntarily treated for mental illness or substance abuse. The Coro ner's 
Offi ce is responsible for facilitating th e process of m aintaining an  Order of Protective Custody to 
detain individuals for evaluation, an d also to coordinate patient evaluations with th e appropriate 
professionals. 

-  Th is includes scheduling an d coordinating sexual an d 
physical abuse examinations between physician s an d requesting agencies an d collection of physical 
evidence from suspects' bodies when requested by law enforcement agencies. 

Th e financial statem ents include only those accoun ts and tran sactions which relate to the Coroner's 
Offi ce. 

The accoun ts of the Coroner's Offi ce are organ ized on th e basis of funds, each of which is 
considered a separate accoun ting entity. The Coroner's Offi ce has one fun d, which accounts for the 
general fund, its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, an d expenditures. Government resources 
are allocated to and accounted for in th is fund based upon the purposes for which th ey are to be spent 
an d the mean s by which spending activities are controlled. 
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ASCEN SION PARISH CO RO NER 'S OFFICE 

Note to General-Purpose Financial Statements 

December 31, 2003 

(See Accompanying Accountants' Compilation Report) 

(e) Basis of Accounting 

All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources m easur ement focus. 
W ith this m easurem en t focus, only current assets en d current liabilities are generally included on th e 
general-purpose balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues 
and other financing sources) en d decreases (i.e., expenditures end other financing uses) in fund 
balan ce. 

Governm ental funds are accoun ted for using the accrual basis of accoun ting. Their revenues are 
recognized when they becom e measurable an d available as net current assets. Expenditures are 
recogn ize d as a liability when incurred. 

(d) Cash 

Cash includes am oun ts on han d and on deposit at finan cial institutions. The Coroner's Offi ce 
en nsiders all highly liquid investm ents with  original m aturities of three m onth s or less to be cash 
equivalents. As of December 31, 2003, there were no restrictions on cash balan ces. All amoun ts on 
deposit at fman eial institutions were covered by federal depository insurance at December 31, 2003. 



KPMG LLP 
Suite 2900 
909 Poydras 
New Odeans, LA 70112 

Independent Accountants' Report 
on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

Dr. Johu Fraiche 
Ascension Parish Coroner's Offi ce: 

W e have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Audit Guide and enumerated below, which 
were agreed to by the management of Ascen sion Parish Coroner's Offi ce (the Coroner's Offi ce) and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating managcment's assertions 
about Ascen sion Parish Coroner's Offi ce's compliance with certain laws and regulations during the year 
ended December 31, 2003, included in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. The 
Ascension Parish Coroner's Offi ce is responsible for its records. This agreed-upon procedures engagem ent 
was conducted in accordan ce with attestation stan dards established by th e American  Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. The sufficiency of th ese procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users 
of the report. Consequently, we make no represen tation regarding th e suffi ciency of the procedures 
described below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for an y other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

1. Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding $15,000, or public 
works exceeding $100,000, an d determine whether such purchases were ma de in accordance with 
LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

You have represented th at no expenditures were made during th e year  for ma terials an d supplies 

exceeding $15,000, or for public works exceeding $100,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

2. Obtain from management a list of the immed iate family members of each board member as def'med by 
LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board 
m embers an d employees, as well as th eir immedi ate families. 

M an agement provided us with the required list including the noted inform ation. 

3. Obtain from  managemen t a listing of all employees paid dur ing the period un der exam ination. 

You have re presented that there ar e no employees of the Coroner's Off~ce for the period un der 
examination. 

IIII mamtmr ~k'm o[ tOaMG I~maeorml, a ~ ooolmllte~m. 



4. Determine whether any of those employees included in the listing obtained from management in 

agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon 
procedures (2) as immediate family members. 

The Coroner's Offi ce has no em ployees; therefore, no employees were included in th e listing obtained 

from management in agreed-upon procedures (2) as immediate family members. 

Budgeting 

5. Obtain a copy of the legally binding adopted budget and all am endments. 

M anagemen t provided us with a copy of the original budget which was reported as a department and 
included in th e adopted budget of th e Ascension Parish Police Jury. 

6. Trace the budget adoption an d am endm ents to the minute book. 

In that the budget for the Coroner's offi ce was adopted as a departm ent of the Ascension Parish Police 
Jury, we did not trac e adoption of this budget to the minute book of the Coroner's Office. However, the 
budget of the Ascen sion Parish Police Jury was approved ac cording to the m inute book of the Police 
Jury. 

7. Compare the revenues an d expenditures of the final budget to the actual revenues and expenditures to 
determine if actual revenues fail to m eet budgeted revenues by 5%  or more or if actual expenditures 

exceed budgeted amounts by 5% or more. (Note, state law exempts from the am endment requirements 
special revenue funds with an ticipated expenditures of $250,000 or less and exempts special reven ue 
funds whose expenditures drive revenue recognition-primarily federal funds.) 

W e compared actu al revenues an d expenditures to the budgeted amounts, noting th at actual reven ues 
exceeded budgeted revenues an d actual expenditures were less than  budgeted am ounts. 

Accounting and Reporting 

8. Randomly select 6 disbur sem en ts made during th e period un der examination an d: 

a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper am ount and payee, 

W e examined supporting documentation for each of th e six selected disbursem ents an d foun d that 
paym ent was for the proper am oun t an d m ade to the correct payee. 

b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account, 

W e found that paym ents for each of the six selected disbur sem ents were pro perly coded to the 
correct fund an d general ledger ac count. 

c) determine whether payments received approval from the proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of th e six selected disbursem ents indicated approvals 
from  the accoun tant and the Coroner. 



M eetings 

9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book were posted or 

advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

No requirem ents under th e open meeting law are applicable to Ascension Parish Coroner's Office and 
therefore, no such procedures were perform ed. 

D ebt 

10. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determine whether an y such deposits 
appear to be proceeds of bank loan s, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

W e inspected copies of all bank dep osit slips, for th e period under exam ination, an d noted no deposits 
which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedn ess. 

Advances and Bonuses 

11. Examine payroll records an d m inutes for th e year to determine wheth er an y such payments have been 
made to employees which may constitute bonuses, advan ces, or gifts. 

Ascension Parish Coroner's Offi ce has no employees an d, th erefore, no such procedur es were 
performed. 

W e were not engaged to, an d did not, conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression of 
an  opinion on managem an t's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we 
perform ed additional procedures, other ma tters might have come to our  attention that would have been 
reported to you. 

This rep ort is intended solely for the information an d use of Ascension Parish Coroner 's Offi ce and th e 
Legislative Auditor, State of Loui sian a, and should not be used by th ose who have not agreed to th e 
procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their purposes. Under 
Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public 
document. 

M ay27,2004 

C.- LL-P 


