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TRANSM I'I-rAL LE'n'ER 

Office of Legislative Auditor 
Attention: Ms. Suzanne Elliott 
1600 North Third Street 
P.O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

June 11. 2004 

Dear Ms. Sanders: 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514, enclosed are the annual financial statements for the 

Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines, as of and for the fiscal year 

ended Dece m ber 31, 2003. The report includes all funds under the control and oversight of the Plaquem ines 

Parish Courthouse District. The accom panying financial statements have been prepared in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles 

Enclosure 



PLAQUEM INES PARISH CO URTHO USE DISTRICT 
STATE OF LO UISIANA 

PARISH O F PLAQ UEM INES 

ANNUAL SW O RN FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS AS O F 
AND FO R THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2003 

W ITH APPRO PRIATE SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RMATIO N 

Required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514 
to be filed with the Legislative Auditor 

within 90 days after the close of the fiscal year 

A F F ID A V IT 

Personally came and appeared before the undersigned authority, Judge W illiam A. Rowe, who, duly sworn 

deposes and says that the financial statem ents herewith given present fairly the financial position of the 

Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines, as of Decem ber 31, 2003 

and the results of operations for the year then ended, in accordance with the basis of accounting described within 

the accompanying component unit financial statements~ ~<~ /~~  
Sig n at u~b"re~-~

~ _~  

Sworn to and subscribed before me this~L~day of(~ ,, 2004 

- I -. N~ RY PUBLIC 

Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
P. O . Box 7126 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana 70037 

(504) 297-5216 



Certi.~ dPubi~cAccountant ~ PersonalFinanc~lSpecialist 

Robert J. Laporte, CPA - PFS 

Raelyn C. Galliand, CPA 
Donna M . Hoblack, CPA, EA 

NDEPENDENT ACCO UNTANT'S REPO RT 

To the Honorable Judge W illiam A. Rowe 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Plaquem ines 

www.laportccpa.com 
140l W est Causeway Approach 
M andeville, Louisiana 7047l 

(985) 674-0839 ~ FAX (985) 674-0826 
M etairie, Louisiana 

(504) 455-2077 ~ FAX  (504) 455-2079 

I have com piled the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse 
District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 in 
acco rdance with Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the Am erican Institute 
of Certified Public Acco untants. 

A co m pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform ation that is the representation of 
the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines. I have not audited or 
reviewed the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and, acco rdingly, do not express an opinion or 
any other form of assurance on them . 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law, I have issued a 
report, dated June 11, 2004 on the results of my agreed-upon procedures. I have included the Louisiana 
Attestation Questionnaire, Schedule of Prior Year Findings and Management's Corrective Action Plan for Current 
Year Findings as prescribed by state law. 

ROBERT J. LAPOF~ , CIb'A'-'~PFS 
Mandeville. Louisiana 
June 11. 2004 
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Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 

Parish of Plaquem ines 
BALANCE SHEET - ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

AND ACCOUNT GRO UPS 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Building construction costs 
Accrued interest 

Total Assets 

LIABILITIES 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
FUND 

GENERAL 
FUND 
239,925.96 

0.00 
408.10 

ACCO UNT 
G RO UPS 
G ENERA L TOTAL 
FIXED (MEMORANDUM 
ASSETS ONLY) 

$ 0.00 $ 239,925.96 
169,554.00 169,554.00 

0.00 408.10 

240,334.06 $169,554.00 $ 409,888.06 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQ UITY 

Payables: 
Cooperative Endeavor Agreem ent - 
District Attorney of the 25th 
Judicial District 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreem ent - 
Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's Office 
Deferred revenues - G rant from the 
Plaquem ines Parish Governm ent 

Total Liabilities 

FUND EQ UITY 
Investm ents in general fixed assets 
Fund deficit 

TotalFund Equi~ 

Total Liabilities and Fund Equity 

95,000.00 $ 

95,000.00 

115.994.81 

305.994.81 

0.00 $ 95,000.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 169,554.00 

(65,660.75) 0.00 

169.554.00 

95,000.00 

115,994.81 

305.994.81 

(65,660.75) 

240,334.06 $169,554.00 $ 240,334.06 
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Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 

Parish of Plaquem ines 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES, AND CHANG ES 
IN FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31,2003 

REVENUES 
Grant from Plaquemines Parish Governm ent 
Interest incom e 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Election costs 
Professional fees 
Public relations 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - Decem ber 31. 2002 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - Decem ber 31. 2003 

G ENERAL 
FUND 
12,024.54 
2.184.28 

14.208.82 

20,000.00 
3,600.00 
451.00 

24.051.00 

TOTAL 

(MEMORA NDUM 
ONLY) 

$ 12,024.54 
2.184.28 

20,000.00 
3,600.00 
451.00 

24.051.00 

(9,842.18) (9,842.18) 

(65,660.75) $ (65,660.75) 
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Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana - Parish of Plaquem ines 
T O F REVENUES EXPENDITURES AND C~ 

FUND BALANCES - BUDG ET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - 
G ENERAL FUND TYPES 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

REVENUES 
Grant from Plaquem ines Parish Governm ent 
Interest incom e 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Election costs 
Professional fees 
Public relations 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - Decem ber 31. 2002 

FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) - Decem ber 31. 2003 

G ENERA L FUND 
VARIANCE 
FAVO RA BLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORA BLE) 
$ 12,000.00 $ 12,024.54 $ 24.54 

2.000.00 2.184.28 184.28 

14.000.00 

25,000.00 
3,500.00 
500.00 

29.000.00 

14,208.82 

20,000.00 
3,600.00 
451.00 

24.051.00 

208.82 

5,000.00 

(100.00) 
49.00 

4.949.00 

(15,000.00) (9,842.18) 5,157.82 

(7o,818.57) 

0.00 

5.157.82 



NTRO DUCTIO N 

Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 

Parish of Plaquem ines 

As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

As provided by Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:4715.2, the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District is a political 
subdivision of the State as defined in the Constitution of Louisiana. The purposes of the District shall be to 
acquire or construct a new courthouse or renovate the existing courthouse and to m aintain and operate the 
courthouse, including matters relating to incurring debt and financing such activities, as approved bythe voters. 

The District shall be governed by a board of co mmissioners consisting of nine members as follows: (a) the District 
Attorney for the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Court or his Designee, (b) the Sheriff of Plaquemines Parish or his 
designee, (c) the Parish Tax Assessor or his designee, (d) the Clerk of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial Court or his 
designee, (e) the Plaquemines Parish President or his designee, (f) the Chairman of the Plaquemines Parish 
Council or his designee, (g) the Judge of Division A of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Court or his designee, (h) 
the Judge of Division B of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Court or his designee, and (i) the Plaquemines Parish 
Council shall appoint one m em ber for a term co ncurrent with that of the Council. Any designee serving as a 
m em ber and any m em ber appointed shall be a qualified elector of the District. The m em bers of the board shall 
select from among them selves, a president and such other officers as they deem appropriate. The term s and 
responsibilities of officers shall be as provided by the bylaws of the board. The m em bers of the board shall serve 
without com pensation and shall not receive reim bursem ent for expenses. As of this tim e, the Plaquem ines Parish 
Courthouse District has no em ployees. The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District enco m passes the Parish of 
Plaquem ines, Louisiana. 

B 

The accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse 
District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquemines have been prepared in co nformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Acco unting Standards Board (GASB) is the acce pted standard-setting body for 
establishing govern m ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

GASB Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining the governm ental reporting entity and 
component units that should be included within the reporting entity. For financial reporting 
purposes, in conform ance  with GASB Statem ent No. 14, the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse 
District includes all funds, acco unt groups, et cetera, that are within the overs ight responsibility of 
the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District. Since the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District is 
not fisca lly dependent on the Plaquem ines Parish Council, the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse 
District was determ ined to be a separate reporting entity within the Parish of Plaquem ines. 

Certain units of local government over which the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the parish police  jury, parish school board, and 
m unicipalities within the parish, are excluded from the acco m panying financial statements. These 
units of govern m ent are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements 
separate from those of the Plaquem ines Padsh Courthouse District. 
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The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District uses funds and account groups to report on its 
financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate 
legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain 
governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O n the other hand, 
an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 
assets and liabilities that are not reco rded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District are classified into three categories: 
governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary . Each category, in turn, is divided into separate fund 
types. The fund classifica tions and a description of each existing fund type are as follows: 

Governm ental Funds 

Governm ental funds account for all or most of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District's 
activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the 
acquisition or construction of genera l fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term 
obligations. Govern mental funds include: 

General Fund - the General Operating Fund of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse 
District and accounts for all financial resource s, except those required to be acco unted for 
in other funds. 

Special Revenue Funds - account for the proceeds of specific revenue source s that are 
legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 

Debt Service  Funds- account for transactions relating to resource s retained and used for 
the payment of principal and interest on those long-term obligations recorded in the 
general long-term obligations acco unt group. 

Proprietary Funds 

Proprietary funds acco unt for activities sim ilar to those found in the private sector, where the 
determ ination of net incom e is nece ssary or useful to sound financial adm inistration. Proprietary 
funds differ from governm ental funds in that their focus is on inco me measurement, which, 
together with the m aintenance of equity, is an im portant financial indica tor. Proprietary funds 
include enterprise funds and intem al serv ice funds. Proprietary funds include: 

Enterprise Fund - accounts for operations (a) that are finance d and operated in a manner 
sim ilar to a private business enterprise where the intent of the governing body that costs 
(expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or service s to the general public on 
a continuing basis be financed or reco vered primarily through user fees; or (b) where the 
governing body has decided that periodic determ ination of revenues earned, expenses 
incurred, and/or net incom e is appropriate for ca pita l m aintenance, public policy, 
m anagem ent co ntrol, acco untability, or other purposes. 



D 

2 Internal Service Fund - accounts for the financing of goods or serv ices provided by one 
departm ent to other departm ents or governments on a cost-reim bursement basis. 

Fiduciary Funds 

Fiduciary funds account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other governments, 
oron behalf of other funds within the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District. Fiduciary funds 
include: 

Expendable Trust Funds - accounted for in essentially the same manner as govern mental 
funds. The resources, including both principal and earnings, may be expended. 

Non-expendable Trust Funds - accounted for in essentially the sam e m anner as 
proprietary funds. The pdncipal m ay not be expended. 

Agency Funds - account for assets held by the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 

on behalf of others as its agent. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
measurement focus. All govern m ental funds and expendable trust funds are accounted for using 
a current financial resources measurement focus. W ith this m easurement focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. O perating statem ents 
of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis 
of accounting is used byall governmental funds, expendable trust funds, and agency funds. The 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District's records are m aintained on the cash basis of 
accounting. The funds reported in the accom panying financial statem ents have been converted 
to the m odified accrual basis of accounting using the following practices: 

Revenues - The revenues of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District are recorded when 
received. 

Expenditures - Expenditures are generally reco gnized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) - Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid 
(and any other types, such as ca pital lease transactions, sales of fixed assets, debt 
extinguishments, long-term debt proceeds, et cetera) are acco unted for as other financing 
sources (uses). These other financing source s (uses) are recognized at the time the underlying 
events occur. 

Deferred Revenues - The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District reports deferred revenues on 
its co m bined balance sheet. Deferred revenues arise when resources are received by the 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District before it has legal claim to them , as when grant monies 
are received before the incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, when the 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District has legal claim to the resources, the liability for deferred 
revenue will be removed from the co m bined balance sheet and revenue recognized. 

(10) 



The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District follows these procedures in establishing the 
budgetary data reflected in these financial statements. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

An Adm inistrative Assistant prepares a proposed budget and subm its the budget to the 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District no later than forty-five days within the new fiscal 

year. 

The Board of Director's approves the budget. 

Budgetary amendm ents, involving the increase in expenditures resulting from revenues 
exceeding amounts estimated, require the approval of the Board of Directors. 

All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

The budgets were prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Budgetary 
am ounts are as originally adopted, or as amended from tim e to tim e by the Board of 
Directors. 

Cash and ca sh equivalents are co m prised of daily ca sh amounts in demand deposit or interest- 
bearing dem and deposit aco ounts. Understate law, the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
m ay deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana taw or any other state of the United States, or under the 
laws of the United States. 

H 

Investm ents are lim ited by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:2955 and the politica l subdivision's 
investm ent policy. If the original maturities of the investm ents exceed 90 days, they are classified 
as investments; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as ca sh 
equivalents. 

Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or 
constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets acco unt 
group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at 
historica l cost or estimated cost if historica l cost is not available. 

T~ TAI ~.F31 I IM N.~ C)N FINANC IAL STATFM FNTS 

The total co lum ns on the financial statements are ca ptioned "Memorandum O nly" to indica te that 
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present 
financial position or results of operations in co nform ity with genera lly accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 



The general fund has a deficit in the unreserved fund balance (retained earnings) at December 31 
2003. 

At December 31,2003, the Plaquemines Parish Courthouse District has cash and ca sh equivalents (book 
balances) totaling $ 239,925.96, which are in demand deposit or interest-bearing demand deposit 
accounts. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Understate law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fisca l agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all times equal the am ount on deposit with the fisca l agent. At Decem ber 31,2003, 
the Piaquemines Parish Courthouse District has $ 240,334.06 in demand deposits or interest-bearing 
demand deposit accounts. These deposits are secured from risk by $ 100,000.00 of federal deposit 
insurance and $ 250,000.00 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal 
agent. 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized under provisions of GASB Statement 
No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to 
advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Plaquem ines Parish 
Courthouse District that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds on dem and. 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets are as follows 

Balance 
01/01/03 

Building Construction Costs .~ IRq RR4 NN 

COO PERATIVE ENDEAVO R AG REEM ENTS 

Deductions 

$J3_0~ 

Balance 
12/31/03 

The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District has entered into four cooperative endeavor agreements 
with the following governmental entities: 

a St~t~. (~f Ln~ dsiana - The State of Louisiana has granted a cash line of credit for the project on 
July 20, 2000 in the amount of $190,000.00. The cash line of credit is secured by a pledge of 
the full faith and credit of the State, as well as by m onies dedicated to and paid into the Bond 
Redemption and Security Fund, which includes authorization of $190,000.00 in State General 
Obligation Bonds for the Project. These bonds have not been issued as of December 31, 
2003. 

The Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District agrees to use its best efforts to expend all of the 
funds subject to this Agreement within two years from the date of the issuance of Bonds. The 
Office of Facility, Planning and Control agrees that it will notify the District of the date the bonds 
are issued within one-m onth from the issuance thereof. The District understands and agrees 
that if the funds subject to the Agreement are not totally expended within tw o years from the 
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issuance of the Bonds, the Office of Facility, Planning and Control can close the Project and 
recommend that the Legislature reallocate any unexpended proceeds to other projects. During 
2002, the line of credit was extended for an additional tw o years to allow for expenditure of the 
funds. 

-  The Plaquem ines Parish Governm ent has granted a ca sh 
line of credit in the amount of $190,000.00 on May 10, 2000. These funds are to be used as 
local matching funds for the project. The District understands and agrees that if the funds are 
not totally expended within two years from the date of this agreem ent, the District will close the 
Project and recommend that the Board of Commissioners return the unspent funds to the 
Plaquem ines Parish Governm ent. On May 10, 2002, the line of credit agreem ent with the 
Plaquem ines Parish Governm ent was extended for an additional tw o years. 

-  The District Attorney of the Twenty-Fifth 
Judicial District has loaned the Plaquemines Parish Courthouse District $ 95,000.00 on April 12, 
2000. These funds are to be used as local matching funds for the Project. The District 
understands and agrees that if the funds are not totally expended within tw o years from the 
date of this agreement, the District will close the Project and recommend that the Board of 
Com m issioners return the unspent funds to the District Attorney's Office. It is further 
acknowledged and agreed that upon rece ipt of permanent financing of the building project, all 
funds advanced under this Agreem ent should be returned to the District Attorney's Offi ce. As 
of April 12, 2002, the cooperative endeavor agreem ent with the District Attorney's office was 
extended for an additional tw o years. 

The Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's Office has loaned the 
Plaquemines Parish Courthouse District $ 95,000.00 on April 12, 2000. These funds are to be 
used as local matching funds for the Project. The District understands and agrees that if the 
funds are not totally expended within tw o years from the date of this agreem ent, the Distdct will 
close the Project and recommend that the Board of Commissioners return the unspent funds to 
the Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's Office. It is further acknowledged and agreed that upon 
receipt of permanent financing of the building project, all funds advanced under this Agreement 
should be returned to the Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's Office. As of April 12, 2002, the 
cooperative endeavor agreement with the Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's Office  was extended for 
an additional tw o years. 
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ROBERTJ. LA  PORTE 
Certi~edPublicAccountant - PersonalFinancialSpecial#t 

Robert J. Laporte, CPA - PFS 

Raelyn C. Galliand, CPA 
Donna M . Hoblack, CPA, EA 

ndependent Accountant's Report on 
Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

To the Honorable Judge W illiam A. Rowe 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Plaquem ines 

www.laportecpa.com 
1401 W est Causeway Approach 
M andeville, Louisiana 70471 

(985) 674-0839. FAX (985) 674-0826 
M etairie, Louisiana 

(504) 455-2077 ~ FAX (504) 455-2079 

I have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governm ental Audit G uide and enum erated below , 
which were agreed to by the m anagem ent of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, 
Parish of Plaquem ines, and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating 
m anagem ent's assertions about the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, Parish of 
Plaquem ines, com pliance with certain laws and regulations during the year ended Dece m ber 31,2003 included in 
the acco mpanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was 
performed in accordance with standards established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Acco untants. 
The sufficiency of these proce dures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, 
I make no representation regarding the suffi ciency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exce eding $ 15,000, or public 
works exce eding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in acco rdance with LSA- 
RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

N o expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000 and no expenditures were 
made for public works exceeding $100,000. 

CO DE O F ETHICS FO R PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLO YEES 

O btain from m anagement a list of the im mediate fam ily m em bers of each board mem ber as defined by 
LSA-RS 42:1101 - 1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board members 
and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies. 

Management provided me with the required list including the noted information 

3. Obtain from m anagement a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under exam ination 

There were no employees during the period under exam ination 

See Accountant's Report 
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Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from m anagem ent in agreed- 
upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon 
procedure (2) as immediate family members. 

There were no em ployees during the period under exam ination 

BUDG ETING 

O btain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents 

Managem ent provided me with a copy of the original budget. There were no am endments to the budget during the 

year. 

Trace  the budget adoption and amendments to the m inute book 

I traced the adoption of the original budget to the co py approved by the Plaquemines Parish Courthouse District, State 
of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquemines. 

Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to 
determ ine if actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 5%  or m ore or if actual expenditures 
exceeded budgeted am ounts by 5% or more. 

I compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. Actual revenues 
did not fail to m eet budgeted revenues by more than 5% and actual expenditures for the year did not exceed 
budgeted amounts by more than 5% . 

Randomly select six disbursements made during the period under examination and 

(a) Trace  payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

I examined supporting documentation for each of the two disbursements and found that paym ent was for the 
proper amount and made to the correct payee. 

(b) Determine if payments were properly coded to the co rrect fund and general ledger acco unt; 

All payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger acco unt. 

(c) Determine whether payments rece ived approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of documentation supporting each of the six selected disbursements indicated approvals from the 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines. 

M EETINGS 

Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or 
advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

I have examined evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or 
advedised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12. 
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DEBT 

Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether such deposits appear to 
be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

I inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and noted no deposits which appeared to 
be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

ADVANCES AND BONUSES 

Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ ine whether any paym ents have been made to 
em ployees, which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

There was no payroll for the year under exam ination 

I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the expression of an 
opinion on m anagement's assertions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. Had I perform ed additional 
proce dures, other m atters m ight have come to my attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of managem ent of the Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District, State of 
Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by 
those who have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the proc edures for 
their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

ROBERT J. LAPOR~ , CP'/~'~FS 
Mandeville, Louisiana 
June 11. 2004 

See Accountant's Report 
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Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines 

SUM MARY SCHEDULE O F PRIO R YEAR FINDINGS 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

There were no prior year findings for Decem ber 31,2002. 

see Accountant's Report 
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Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana, Parish of Plaquem ines 

AGEM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FO R CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 2003 

I did not find any suggestions for im provement in the accounting system or any deviations of com pliance during 
my review of the accounting system for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003. 

See Accountant's Report 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

June 11, 2004 

Robert J. Laporte, CPA 
1401 W est Causeway Approach 
M andeville. Louisiana 70471 

In connection with your com pilation of our financial statem ents as of Decem ber 31,2003 and for the 
year then ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana 
Govem m entalAudit Guide, I m ake the following representations to you. I accept full responsibility for 
m y com pliance with the following laws and regulations and the internal controls over com pliance with 
such laws and regulations. I have evaluated my com pliance w ith the following laws and regulations 
prior to m aking these representations. 

These representations are based on the inform ation available to m e as of June 11, 2004 

Public Bid Law  
It is true that I have com plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable 
the regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Em ployees 
It is tru e that no em ployees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a 
service, loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would co nstitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

It is true that no m em ber of the im m ediate fam ily of any m em ber of the governing authority, or the 
chief executive of the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by the governm ental entity after April 
1, 1980, under circum stances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Budgeting 
I have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 
39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 
All non-exem pt governm ental records are available as a public record and have been retained for at 
least three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1,44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

see Accountants Report 
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I have filed my annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92 
as applicable. 

Yes [x] No [ ] 

have had m y financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513 
Yes[x]No[ ] 

M eetings 
I have com plied with the provisions of the Open M eetings Law, pro vided in RS 42:1 through 42:12 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Debt 
It is true I have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to make purchases 
in the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreem ents, 
without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 
39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 
It is true I have not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of Article 
VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 

Yes[x] No[ ] 

I have disclosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
contradictions to the foregoing representations. I have m ade available to you docum entation relating 
to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

I have pro vided you with any com m unications fro m regulatory agencies or other sources concerning 
any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any com m unications 
received betw een the end of the period under exam ination and the issuance of this report. I 
acknowledge my re sponsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance which m ay occur 
subsequent to the issuance of your report. 



ROBERTJ. LA  PORTE 
CertifiedPublicAccountant - PersaJ~a~~ pec~lh~t 
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.laportecpa.com 
Raelyn C. Galliand, CPA 0~ dUN 2h AM ~lt | 3 1401 West C y Approach 

M andeville, Louisiana 70471 Donna M
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(985) 674-0839, FAX (985) 674-0826 

June 23,2004 

To the Honorable Judge W illiam A. Rowe 
Plaquem ines Parish Courthouse District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Plaquem ines 
P.O . Box 7126 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana 70037 

Dear Judge Rowe 

MANAGEM ENT LETTER 

M etairie, Louisiana 
(504) 455-2077 ~ FAX (504) 455-2079 

As a part of m y com pilation, I have issued my report on the financial statem ents dated June 11 
2004 and m y report on agreed-upon procedures dated June 11, 2004. 

During this exam ination, I did not find any deviations of com pliance and I have no suggestions 
for im proved efficiency at this tim e. 

RJL/rcg 

Sincerely 

ROBERT J. LAPO(~ ', ~ Ik--15~S 


