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CALVIN L. ROBBINS, JR. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(A PROFESSIONAL CORO T~N) 

To the Chairman and Members of the 
West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port A llen , Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission , a component unit of the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Council, as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2003, as listed in the foregoing table of contents . 
These financial statements are the responsibility of the 
Commission 's management . My responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these financial statements based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in th 
applicable to financial 

e United States of America and standards 
audits contained in Government Auditing 

Standards , issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . 
Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are 
free of material misstatement . An audit includes examining , on a 
test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements . An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management , as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation . I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis 
for my opinion . 

In my opinion , the financial statements referred to above 
present fairly , in all material respects, the financial position of 
the West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission as Of December 31, 2003, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended , in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States Of America . 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an 
opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a 
whole . The combining statements listed as supplementary information 
in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose 
financial statements of the West Baton Rouge Parish Touris~ 
Commission. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial 
statements and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all material 
respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole . 

8550 UNITED PLAZA BLVD., SUITE 600 PmONE (225) 926-0884 FAX (325) 927-907S 
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The West Baton Rouge 
Parish Tourist Commission 

The financial information for the preceding year, which is 
included for comparative purposes, was taken from the financial 
rePort for that year in which I expressed an unqualified opinion on 
the component unit financial statements of the West Baton Rouge 
Tourist Commission for the year ended December 31, 2003 . 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards , I have 
also issued a report dated June 24, 2004 on my consideration of the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 's internal control over 
financial reporting , and on my tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants . That report 
is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction 
with this report in considering the results of my audit . 

June 24 , 2004 
Baton Rouge , Louisiana 

Certified 
(A Profess 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Colmuission 

Port A llen , Louisiana 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Rev enues 
Hotel - Motel tax 
From the State : 
Sales tax rebate 
Excess hotel-motel 
Interest income 
Rental income 
Miscellaneous 

Special 
General Revenue ( 

Fund Funds 

Totals 

2003, 
2002 

$297,881 $ -0- $297,881 $250,386 

- 0- 
tax -0- 

709 
196 ,076 

1 ,293 

- 0- 
- 0 - 

2 ,945 
- 0- 
- 0 - 

- 0- 
- 0- 

3,654 
196 ,076 

1 ,293 

- 0- 
- 0- 

7 ,838 
32 ,643 
1 ,293 

Total Revenues 49~ ,959 _ 2 ,945 498 ,904 ~9~ ,!6~ 

Expenditures 
Current : 
Advertising and 
marketing 

Contingencies 
Catering and related 
expenses 

Maintenance , 
repairs, and security 

Supplies and 
postage 

Audit and accounting 
fees 

Insurance 
Salaries , wages , and 
related expenses 

Utilities & telephone 
Capital outlays 
Debt Service : 

Principal retirement 
Interest 

Total Expenditures 

55 ,231 
5 ,160 

150,290 

30 ,034 

15 ,195 

4 ,940 
6,099 

193 ,176 

34 ,209 
5 ,736 

- 0- 
- 0- 

84 ,331 
- 0- 

- 0- 

9 ,653 

150 

- 0- 
- 0- 

- 0 - 

- 0- 
7 ,278 

16 ,930 
2 ,799 

139,562 
5 ,160 

63 ,968 
6 ,415 

150 ,290 22 ,614 

39 ,687 9 ,705 

15 ,345 30 ,340 

4 ,940 
6 ,099 

4 ,375 
8 ,462 

193 ,176 144 ,918 

34 ,209 
13 ,014 

16,930 
2 ,799 

19 ,960 
1 ,112 

15 ,478 
4 ,251 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures _(4,!i!) (!i~,!9~) (i2~,~0!) 13~,!3~) 

(cONTINUED) 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

(Cont ' d) 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

General 
Fund 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
Revenues over Expenditures 

Special Totals 
Revenue (Memorandum O 

from the Preceding 
Page (~,!i!) (!i~,!9~) (!2~,~0!) (_ 39,~38) 

Other Financinq Sources 
(Uses) 

Operating transfers in -0- -0- -0- -0- 

Operating transfers 
out -0- (218,348) (218,348) -0- 

Transfer from Parish 
Council 

Total Other 
Financing Sources 
(Uses) -0- (143,348) (143,348) -0- 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues and 
Other Sources over 
Expenditures and 
Other Uses (4,111) (261,544) (265,655) (39,438) 

Fund Balances, Beginning 44 ,718 376,579 421,297 460,735 

Fund Balances Ending 

See accompanylng notes to financial statements 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen, Louisiana 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Revenues 
Hotel - Motel tax 
Interest income 
Miscellaneous 
Rental Income 

$ 297,881 
709 

196 ,076 
1 ,293 

Variance 
Favorab le 
Unfavorab le 

$ 2,881 
109 

(15,924) 
(12,707) 

Total Revenues 52!,~0~ 495,959 12~,~4!) 

Expenditures 
Current : 

Advertising and 
marketing 

Contingencies 
Catering and related 
expenses 

Maintenance, 
repairs, and 
security 

Supplies 
and postage 

Audit and accounting 
fees 

In surance 
Salaries, wages, and 
related expenses 

utilities & telephone 
Capital Outlays 

61 ,200 
- 0- 

55 ,231 
5,160 

5,969 
(5,160) 

153 ,000 150,290 2 ,710 

18,000 

35 ,500 

6,000 
7,500 

213 ,000 
35 ,000 

70% 

30,034 (12,034) 

15 ,195 20 ,305 

4 ,940 
6 ,099 

193 ,176 
34 ,209 
5 ,736 

1 ,060 
1 ,4 01 

19,824 
791 

(5,036) 

Total 
Expenditures 529,90Q 500,070 29,830 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures _

(8 ,30~) _ (4,11!) -- K,!8~ 

(CONTINUED) 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Co~unission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

(Cont" d) 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Variance 
Favorable 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures from 
the Preceding Page $ (8,300) $ ( 4,111) $ 4,189 

Other Financinq 
Sources (Uses) 
Operating transfers 
out -0- -0- -0- 

Ex cess 
(Deficiency) 
of Revenues and 
Other Sources 
over Expendi- 
tures and 
Other Use (8,300) 

Fund Balance , 
January i, 
2003 

Fund Balance , 
December 31, 
2003 

See accompanying notes to financial statements . 
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Port A llen . Louisiana 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Rev enues 
Interest income 
Rental income 

$ 2,000 
- 0- 

$ 2,945 
- 0- 

Total Revenues _  ~,~0~ 2,945 

Current 
Advertising and 
marketing 

Maintenance repairs 
and security 

Supplies 
and postage 

Capital Outlays 

90 ,000 

- 0- 

- 0- 

- 0- 

Debt Service : 
Principal retirement -0- 
Interest -0- 

Variance 
Favorab le 
Unfavorab le 

945 
- 0- 

945 

84 ,331 5 ,669 

9 ,653 

150 

7 ,278 

16 ,930 
2 ,799 

(9,653) 

(150) 

(7,278) 

(16,930) 
(2,799 

Total 
Expenditures 90,000 121 ,141 31 ,141 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures 18~,~00) (!i~,!9~) 13~,!9~) 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

(Cont'd) 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

Budget 

Variance 
Favorab le 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures from . 
the Preceding Page $ (88,000) $ (118,196) $ (30,196) 

Other Financing 
Sources) 
Operating transfer 
out 

Transfer from 
Parish Council 

- 0- 

96 ,300 

(218,348) (218,348) 

Excess 
(Deficiency) 
of Revenues and 
Other Sources 
over Expendi- 
tures and 
Other Use 8,300 (261,544) 

Fund Balance , 
January i, 
2003 

Fund Balance , 
December 31, 
2003 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

The West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission was 
established May 12, 1977 for the purpose of developing and 
carrying out programs designed to promote tourism in the 
area of West Baton Rouge Parish as provided for by 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 33 :4574, et seq . 

The financial statements of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Tourist Commission have been prepared in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
applied to governmental units . The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting 
body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting standards . The more significant of the 
Tourist Commission 's accounting policies are described 
below . 

ReDortinq Entity - GASB Statement No . 14 established 
criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity 
and component units that should be included within the 
reporting entity . For financial reporting purposes, in 
conformance with GASB Statement No . 14, the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Tourist Commission includes all funds, 
account groups, et cetera , that are within the oversight 
responsibility of the Tourist Commission . Based on the 
criteria set forth in GASB Statement No . 14, the Tourist 
Commission is a component unit of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council . The basic criteria is the Parish Council's 
ability to exercise oversight responsibility . The Parish 
Council appoints the members of the Tourist Commission and 
approves its budget . 

Other criteria used to determine if a governmental 
unit is a component unit are financial interdependency , 
designation of management , the ability to significantly 
influence operations and accountability for fiscal 
matters . Based on all the criteria set forth the Tourist 
Commission has no component units . 

( C ONT I NUED ) 
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NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Coz~nission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

(Cont ' d) 

-  (Cont'd) 

Fund Accounting - The accounts of the West Baton Rouge 
Tourist Commission are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of which is considered a separate 
accounting entity. The operations of each fund are 
accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund 
equity , revenues, and expenditures , or expenses, as 
appropriate . Government resources are allocated to and 
accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes 
for which they are to be spent and the means by which 
spending activities are controlled . The various funds are 
grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into 
two generic fund types and one broad fund category as 
follows : 

Governmental Funds 

General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating 
fund of the Commission . It is used to account for all 
financial resources except those required to be accounted 
for in another fund . 

Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to 
account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that 
are legally restricted to expenditures for a specific 
purpose . The Commission accounts for the State Sales Tax 
Rebate it receives in its Special Revenue Funds (See Note 
2). 

Fixed Assets and Lonq-Term Liabilities 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the 
fixed assets associated with a fund are determined by its 
measurement focus. 



NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Co~unission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

D ecemb er 31 , 2003 

F 

(Cont'd) 

-  (Cont'd) 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type 
operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the 
General Fixed Assets Account Group and are recorded as 
expenditures in the governmental fund types when 
purchased . 

All fixed assets are stated at historical cost or 
estimated historical cost if actual historical cost is not 
available . Donated fixed assets are stated at their 
estimated fair value on the date donated . 

Long -term liabilities expected to be financed from 
governmental funds are accounted for in the General 
Long-Term Debt Account Group . 

Basis of Accountinu Basis of accounting refers to when 
revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the financial statements . 
Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus 
applied . 

A ll governmental funds are accounted for using the 
modified accrual basis of accounting . Their revenues are 
recognized when they become measurable and available as 
net current assets. Taxpayer-assessed income , gross 
receipts , and sales taxes are considered "measurable " when 
in the hands of collecting governments and are recognized 
as revenue at that time . Anticipated refunds of such taxes 
are recorded as liabilities and reductions of revenue when 
they are measurable and their validity seems certain . 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund 
liability is incurred . Purchase of various operating 
supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time 
purchased . An exception to this general rule is principal 
and interest on long-term debt which is recognized when 
due . 

12 - 



NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

(Cont" d) 

-  (Cont' d) 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be 
repaid (or any other types, such as capital lease 
transactions, sales of fixed assets, debt extinguishment, 
long-term debt proceeds, et cetera) are accounted for as 
other financing sources (uses). These other financing 
sources (uses) are recognized at the time the underlying 
ev en ts occur . 

BudQets and Budaetarv Accountina - The Tourist 
followed these procedures in establishing 
reflected in these financial statements : 

1 

2 

Commission 
the budget 

The Tourist Commission coordinator and the executive 
director prepare a proposed budget and submit it to 
the treasurer . After examination by the treasurer, 
the budget is submitted to the Tourist Commission 
for approval . After approval by the Tourist 
Commission the budget is submitted to the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Council . The Parish Council 
incorporates the Tourist Commission ~udget into the 
Parish Council Budget . The Tourist Commission Budget 
is submitted to the Parish Council to allow enough 
time for the formal budget process followed by the 
Council to be completed . The Parish Council 
complies with the State Budget Law . 

Budgetary amendments involving the transfer of funds 
from one program or function to another requires the 
approval of the Tourist Commission . 

3 . All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of 
each fiscal year . 

Cash and Investments Cash includes amounts in demand 
deposits as well as short term certificates with maturity 
dates within twelve months of the date acquired by the 
government . 

Cash is carried at cost which approximates market value . 
The carrying value of cash and certificates on deposit 
with financial institutions on December 31, 2003 was 
$24,363 all of which is interest bearing . 

(CONTINUED) 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

-  (Cont'd) 

Cash and Investments - (Cont'd) 

The bank balances of 
on December 31, 2003 . At 
sion 's bank balances were 

-  (Cont'd) 

these,deposits totaled $37,029 
December 31, 2003 the Commis- 
secured by $ 37,029 of FDIC in- 

surance and $i00,000 of collateral held by the pledging 
financial institution 's agent in the name of the pledging 
financial institution's and pledged to the Utility (GASB 
Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement No . 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1229 imposes 
a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities within I0 days of being 
notified by the district that the fiscal agent has failed 
to pay deposited funds upon demand . 

Local governments in Louisiana are authorized to 
invest in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. 
(LAMP), a nonprofit corporation formed by an initiative of 
the State Treasurer and organized under the laws of the 
State of Louisiana, which operates a local government 
investment pool. Investments are stated at cost, which 
approximates market and is equal to the value of the pool 
shares . 

Investments in LAMP held at December 31, 2003 were 
$120,608. In accordance with GASB Codification Section 
I50.165, the investment in LAMP at December 31, 2003, is 
not categorized in the three risk categories provided by 
GASB Codification Section I50.164 because the investment 
is in a pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by 
securities that exist in physical or book entry form . The 
LAM P corporation is governed by a board of directors 
comprising the State Treasurer, representatives from 
various organizations of local government, the Government 
Finance Officers Association of Louisiana, and the Society 
of Louisiana CPA 's . Only Local governments having 
contracted to participate in LAMP have an investment 

(CONTINUED) 
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NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Comm ission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - (Cont'd) 

December 31, 2003 

-  (Cont'd) 

interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of 
LAMP is to provide a safe environment for the placement of 
public funds in short-term high-quality investments . The 
LAMP portfolio includes only securities and other 
obligations in which local governments in Louisiana are 
authorized to invest . Accordingly , LAMP investments are 
restricted to securities issued , guaranteed , or backed by 
the u.s. Treasury, the U .S. Government, or one of its 
agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalit~es, as well as 
repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities . 
The dollar weighted average portfolio maturity of LAMP 
assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and consist 
of no securities with a maturity in excess of 397 days, 
LAMP is designed to be highly liquid to give its 
participants immediate access to their account balances. 

Statutes allow the Commission to invest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates; or time 
certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the 
laws of Louisiana and national banks having their 
principal office in the state of Louisiana . Statutes also 
allow the Commission to invest in any investment as 
stipulated in R .S . 33 :2955, or any other federally insured 
investment, or in mutual or trust fund institutions which 
are registered under the Securities Act of 1933 and the 
Investment Act of 1940, and which have underlying 
investments consisting solely of and limited to securities 
of the United States or its agencies . The Commission may 
invest such monies it has in any general fund or special 
funds which the management of the Commission , in their 
discretion , may determine to be available for investment 
and which are not specifically exempted or prohibited from 
investment under existing state or federal statutes . 

(CONT INUED) 
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NOTE i . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Co~ ission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

-  (Cont" d) 

-  (Cont" d) 

Comparative Data - Comparative total data for the prior 
year has been presented in the accompanying financial 
statements in order to provide an understanding of changes 
in the Commission's financial position and operations . 
However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior years' 
totals by fund type) data has not been presented in each 
of the statements since their inclusion would make the 
statements unduly complex and difficult to read . 

Total columns on combined statements - Total columns on 
the combined statements are captioned Memorandum Only to 
indicate that ~hey are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis . Data in these columns do not present 
financial position, results of operations, or changes in 
financial position in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles . Neither is such data comparable to 
a consolidation . Interfund eliminations have not been made 
in the aggregation of this data . 

Risk Manaqement - The Tourist Commission is exposed to 
various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage 
to , and destruction of assets; errors and omissions, 
injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The 
Commission purchases commercial insurance policies at 
levels which management believes is adequate to protect 
the Commission . Settled claims resulting from these risks 
have not exceeded the commercial insurance coverage in any 
of the past three fiscal years . 

Hotel - Motel Tax The Tourist Commission under the 
provision of Louisiana Revised Statues Section 33 :4574 .1-A 
levies a four percent tax upon the occupancy of hotel 
rooms, motel rooms, and overnight camping facilities 
within the jurisdiction of the commission. The proceeds 
from this tax are accounted for in the Commission 's 
General Fund . 

(CONTINUED) 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

NOTE 2 . REVENUE - Cont'd 

Land 

-  (Cont' d) 

State Sales Tax Rebate - Under the provisions of Louisiana 
Revised Statutes Section 47 :332 .12, the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council is entitled to receive a portion of the 
state sales tax imposed on hotel occupancy within West 
Baton Rouge Parish . The money is to be used exclusively 
for the planning , development or capital improvements of 
tourism sites in West Baton Rouge Parish . During 1999, in 
addition to the rebate, $300,000 of surplus hotel-motel 
tax from the West Baton Rouge Parish Enterprise fund was 
received . This money is earmarked for the Parish 's 
Riverfront Development Project. The Parish Council has 
designated the West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 
to receive and expend these funds on behalf of the Parish 
Council. The proceeds from this source are accounted for 
in the Commission 's Special Revenue Funds . During 2000, 
the proceeds from the state sales tax rebate were pledged 
to secure bonds issued to finance a new tourist 
information and conference facility . The West Baton Rouge 
Council now collects these funds (See Note 5). 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Office furniture and 
equ ipment 

Vehicle 

Uniforms 

Total General 
Fixed Assets 

Balance Balance 
January I, December 

2003 Additions Disposals 31, 2003 

$ 561,611 

259,798 

4 7 ,74 9 

46 ,438 

20 ,974 

2 ,594 

- 17 

- 0- $ 

7 ,278 

- 0- 

- 0- $ 561,611 

- 0 - 

- 0- 

6 ,268 

- 0 - 

267 ,076 

47 ,749 

45 ,906 

20 ,974 

- 0 - 2 ,594 



NOTE 4 . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist CoE~nission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

(Cont ~ d) 

During 2000 the Commission purchased another plece of 
real estate for $84,114. The Commission paid $4,914 and 
signed a mortgage with the sellers for $79,200. 

The following is a summary of 
general long-term debt transactions 
December 31 , 2003 : 

General long -term debt , 
January 1 

Principal repaid 

General long-term debt, 
December 31 

the Commission 's 
for the year ended 

38 ,730 

General long-term debt payable at December 31, 2003 
consisted of the following : 

$79,200 mortgage note payable, dated 
February 29, 2000, due in monthly 
installments of $1,644.06 through 
March i, 2005 with the unpaid balance 
due March 31, 2005, 9% interest . 

- 18- 



N OTE 4 . 

West Baton Rouge Tourist Co~ ission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

-  (Cont'd) 

-  (Cont' d) 

The annual requirements to amortize the general long- 
term debt payable as of December 31, 2003 are as follows : 

Year Ending 
December 31, 

2004 
2005 

Total 

16,911 
4 ,889 

1 ,174 
Ii0 

18,085 
4 ,999 

The West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission and 
the West Baton Rouge Council joined together to construct 
and finance a tourist information center and conference 
facility on land owned by the Tourist Commission . The 
Tourist Commission and Parish Council obtained financing 
from the Louisiana Local Government Environmental 
Facilities and Community Development Authority ("LCDA"). 
The proceeds from the State Sales Tax Rebate , discussed 
in Note 2, has been dedicated to the repayment of the 
debt to the LCDA and is being collected and recorded as 
income by the Parish Council . 

The New Building Reserve Fund and the Sinking Fund 
required by the financing agreement, the bonds payable, 
and the Capital Projects Fund used to construct the 
facility are being carried on the books of the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Council . The Tourist Commission transferred 
$86,281 from its Enterprise Fund to the Parish Council to 
establish the Enterprise New Building Reserve Fund in 
2000. In addition, the Parish Council began collecting 
the State Sales Tax Rebate in 2000 and adds the amounts 
collected to the Reserve Fund . 

The tourist information center was completed in 2002 
and is recorded as an asset for $1,333,563 on the books 
of the Parish Council . The building is being used by the 

(Continued) 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist Comm ission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

NOTE 6 . 

NOTE 7 . 

December 31, 2003 

(Cont'd) 

(Cont'd) 

Tourist Commission as a tourist information center and 
convention facility . The Commission 's use of the facility 
is rent free . 

Tourist Center Bonds, Series 2000 were issued 
September i, 2000. The principal amount of the bonds 
issued was $i,I00,000. During 2001 an additional $300,000 
of bonds were issued . The first principal payment was due 
on September I, 2001 and the final payment is due 
September i, 2015 . The unpaid balance at December 31, 2003 
was $1,220,000. During the year ended December 31, 2003, 
the Parish Council collected $308,209 of State Sales Tax 
Rebate to be used to fund reserves and pay bonds . Cash and 
investment balances held by the Parish Council at Decemb er 
31, 2003 were as follows : 

Construction Account 

Sinking Fund 

Reserve Fund 

$ -0- 

$ -0- 

$ 438 341 

During the year ended December 31, 2003 the Parish 
Council transferred $75,000 from the reserve fund to the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission . 

There were no per diem paym ents made during 2003 to 
commission members . 

In June 1999, the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) issued Statement 34 "Basis Financial 
Statements and Management's Discussion and Analysis for 
State and Local Governments ." This Statements establishes 
new financial reporting requirements for state and local 
governments throughout the United States . When 
implemented , it will require new information and 

(Continued) 
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NOTE 7 . 

W est Baton Rouge Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

December 31, 2003 

-  Con t' d 

-  (Cont'd) 

restructure much of the information that governments have 
presented in the past . Comparability with reports issued 
in all prior years will be affected . The Tourist 
Commission is required to implement this standard for the 
fiscal year ending Decemb er 31, 2004 . The Tourist 
Commission has not yet determined the full impact that 
adoption of GASB Statement 34 will have on the financial 
statements . 
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West Baton Rouge Tourist CoE~ ission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds 
of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to 
expenditures for specific purposes . 

Under the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes Section 
47:332 .12 the West Baton Rouge Parish Council is entitled to 
receive a portion of the state sales tax imposed on hotel occupancy 
within West Baton Rouge Parish . The money is to be used exclusively 
for the planning, development or capital improvements of tourism 
sites in West Baton Rouge Parish . 

During 1999 in addition to the rebate, $300,000 of surplus 
hotel-motel tax from the West Baton Rouge Parish Enterprise fund 
was received . This money is earmarked for the Parish's Riverfront 
Development Project. 

The Parish Council 
Parish Tourist Commission to 
behalf of the Parish Council . 

has designated the West Baton Rouge 
receive and expend these funds on 

During 2000, the Tourist Commission and the Parish 
Council pledged future revenues from the state to the repayment of 
bonds issued to construct a tourist and convention facility . In 
2000 the Parish Council began collecting the Parish 's portion of 
the state sales tax . 

- 23- 



W est Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Com m ission 
Port A llen, Louisiana 

~ er31,2003 

Cash - dem and deposits 
Cash - certificates of deposit 
Investm ent - LAM P 
Interfund receivables 
Fixed assets 
Funds to be provided for 
debt retirem ent 

Total Assets and 
Other Debits 

Enterprise 
F~  

$ 1,621 
0 

70,875 
3,250 

0 

Q 

Riverfront 
Developm ent 

$ 6,609 
0 

18,139 
21,880 

0 

Q 

8,230 
0 

89,014 
25,130 

0 

g 

~ ilities 
Accounts payable 
Interfund payables 
G eneral long-term  debt 

Total Liabilities 

E_q ui~  
Fund balance - 
undesignated 

Total Liabilities and 
Equity 

2,978 
0 

2.978 

$ 0 
4,361 

Q 

4.361 

$ 2,978 
4,361 

7.339 

72,768 42,26_ _7 
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W est Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Com m ission 
Port Allen, Louisiana 

Reyenues 
Interest incom e 
Rental incom e 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Total revenues 

E~penditures 
Current: 
Advertising and 
m arketing 

M aintenance. 
repairs and security 

Supplies and 
postage 

Capital outlays 
Debt Service: 

Principal retirem ent 
Interest 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures 

Transfer from Parish Council 
Transfer to City of Port Allen 

Excess (Deficiency) after 
Other Financing Uses 

Enterprise 
__ ~ nd 

$ 1,302 
0 

1.302 

84,331 

9,653 

130 
7,278 

0 
0 

3& t.3~92 

Riverfront 
]~ _velopm e_~nt 

$ 1,843 
0 

1.643 

0 

0 

20 
0 

16,930 
2~ 799 

19.749 

Total  

$ 2,945 
0 

2.945 

84,331 

9,653 

150 
7,278 

16,930 
2,799 

121.141 

(100,090) (18,106) (118,196) 

75,000 
Q 

(25,090) 

0 

(218,348) 

(236,454) 

75,000 

(218,348) 

(261,544) 

Fund Balance, 
Januaw 1, 2003 97,858 278.721 376.5Z9 

Fund Balance, 
Decem ber 31, 2003 
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CALVIN L. ROBBINS, JR. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(A PR~ F~$1ONAL CORPORATION) 

To the Chairman and Members of the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 

Port A llen , Louisiana 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 's financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of the its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations

, con tracts , 
and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of financial statement 
amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, I do 
not express such an opinion . The results of my tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditinq Standards However, I noted 
immaterial instance of noncompliance that I reported to 
Commission in a separate letter dated June 24 , 2004 . 

a certain 
the Tourist 

In planning and performing my audit , I considered West Baton 
Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 's, a component unit of the West 
Baton Rouge Parish Council, internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the 
purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and 
not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting . However, I noted certain matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that I 
considered to be reportable conditions . Reportable conditions 
involve matters coming to my attention relating to significant 
deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control 
over financial reporting that, in my judgement, could adversely 

8550 UNITED PLAZA BLVD., SUITE 600 -F~ E (225) 92G-081~4 FAX (125) 91/.9075 
P.O. BOX 84278 -- BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70884-4278 



West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission June 24, 2004 

affect the West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 's ability to 
record , process, summarize, and report financial data consistent 
with the assertions of management in the financial statements . The 
reportable condition is described in the following paragraph 

An important element in designing an internal accounting 
control system that safeguards assets and reasonably insures the 
reliability of the accounting records is the concept of segregation 
of responsibilities . No one person should be assigned duties that 
would allow that person to commit an error or perpetrate fraud and 
to conceal the error or fraud . For example , the same person should 
not be responsible for any two of the following functions : 

i) Authorization of a transaction; 

2) Recording of the transaction; and 

3) Custody of assets involved in the transaction 

Due to the small size of the organization, a proper segrega- 
tion of duties is not possible with respect to cash transactions . 
Management believes it is not practical or cost effective to 
correct this weakness . This is a repeat finding . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the 
design or operation of the specific internal control structure 
elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in 
relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and 
not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal 
course of perform ing their assigned functions . My consideration of 
the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be 
reportable conditions and accordingly , would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be 
material weaknesses . However, I believe that the reportable 
condition disclosed above relating to lack of segregation of duties 
is a material weakness . 

This report is intended solely for the information of manage- 
ment, and members of the West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other 
than these specified parties . Under Louisiana Revised Statutes 
24 :513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public document 

June 24 , 2004 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Certifi ed 

~" 
Public AC" o~untant 

(A Professional Corporation) 
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CALVIN L. ROBBINS, JR. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION) 

June 24 , 2004 

To the Chairman and Members of the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Tourist Commission 

Port Allen , Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statements of West Baton Rouge 
Parish Tourist Commission , a component unit of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003, and 
have issued my report thereon dated June 24 , 2004 . As part of 
obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Tourist Commission 's financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, I performed tests of the its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on 
the determination of financial statement amounts . However , 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of my audit, and accordingly, I do not express such an 
opinion . The results of my tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that are required 
Auditinq Standards . However I 
instance of noncompliance : 

Amended Budget 

to be reported under Government 
noted the following immaterial 

Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1310 requires a governmental 

units budget to be amended when projected expenditures exceed 
budgeted expenditures by five percent or more . The Tourist 
Commission 's actual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures by 
more than five percent in 2003 . The Commission 's budget was amended 
during 2003 in an attempt to accurately project expenditures for 
the year . Although the budget was amended , it was not amended to 
bring budgeted expenditures to within five percent of actual 
expenditures . The fact that the budget was amended shows the 
budget is being used as a management tool and that the Commission 
is trying to have as accurate a budget as possible . 

Management of the Tourist Commission felt this was just an 
oversight . Actual expenditures only exceed the budgeted amount by 
more than five percent in one fund . When they amended the Budget 
to increase budgeted expenditures the memb ers of the Commission 
felt that further amendment would not be necessary . In the future , 
management plans monitor the budget more closely and modify the 
budget when circumstances so dictate . 

Certified ublic Ac

T
'

o u~nt ant 
(A Professional Corporation) 
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