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LITTLE &  A SSO CIA TES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Accountants' Com pilation R eport 

BOARD OF COM M ISSIONERS 
DESOTO PARISH FIRE D ISTRICT NO . 9 
Frierson, Louisiana 

W in . TODO LITTLE, CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCJ4BANKS, JR,, CPA 

W e have com piled the accom panying generalpurpose financial statem ents, as listed in the foregoing table 
of contents, of the DeSoto Parish Fire District No. 9 as of D ecem ber 31, 2003, and for the year then 

ended, in 8gcordance with standards established by Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review 
Services issued by th e Am erican Institute of Certified  Public A ccountants. 

A compilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform ation that is the 
represen tation of m an agem ent. W e have not audited or review ed the accom pan ying fin ancial statem ents 
an d, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any form  of assurance on them . 

M onroe, Louisian a 
M arch 26, 2004 
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DESOTO PARISH FIR~ DISTRICT NO. 9 
Frierson, Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AN D A CCOUN T GROUPS 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables: 
Ad valorem  taxes 
State revenue sharing 

Utility deposit 
Land, buildings, an d equipm ent 
Am ount available in debt service fund 

TOTAL A SSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payab le 
Due to Others 
Bonds payable 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equi ty: 
Inveslm an t in  general fixed assets 
Fund balun ee: 
Reserv ed for debt serv ice 
Unreserved  - undesignated 
Total Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIAB ILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY 

Com bin ed Balan ce Sheet 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Sm tem e~  A 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
...FUND TYPE ACCOUNT GROUPS... 

DEBT GENERAL GENERAL TOTAL 
GENERAL SERVICE FIXED LONG-TERM (ME2MORANDUM 
FUND FUND ASSETS DEBT ONLY) 

$91,944 $152,232 

47,116 27,634 
3,228 
125 

$553,892 

$244,176 

74,750 
3,228 
125 

553,892 

$179,866 179,866 

$142,413 $179,866 $553,892 $179,866 $1,056,03"/ 

$386 

386 

$142,027 
142,027 

N O N E 

$179,866 

N ON E 

$553,892 

$386 
$13,866 13,866 
166,000 166,000 
179~866 180,252 

$142,413 $179,866 $553,892 $179,866 

See accom panying notes and accountants' com pilation report. 
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$553,892 

179,866 
142,027 
875,785 

$1.056,037 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O. 9 
Frierson, Louisiana 

GO V ERN M EN TAL FUN D TYPE 

Statem en t of Revenues, Expen ditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

REVENUES 
Ad valorcm  taxes 
lntergovcm m en tal revenues - state funds: 
State revenue sharing 

Fire insurance rebate 
Proceeds fi'om  grant 
Use of m oney and property 

Total revenues  

EXPENDITUR ES 
Public safety -current: 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Training 
Capital outlay 

D ebt service 
Tom/expenditures 

Statem ent B 

DEBT TOTAL 
GENERAL SERVICE (M F.M ORANDUM 
FUND FUND ONLY) 

$57,719 $33,812 $91,531 

4,841 4,841 
4,079 4.079 
27,086 
1,908 1~654 3,562 

56,451 
1,428 
651 

16,158 
32,763 

32~763 

56,451 
1,428 
651 

16,158 
32,763 

107.451 



DESOTO PARISH  FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Frierson, Louisiana 

GOV ERN M EN TA L FU ND  TYPE - 
GEN ERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
an d Chan ges in Fund Balan ce - 

Budget ONon-GAAP Basis) mad Actual 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

REVEN UES 
Ad Valorem  taxes 
Intergovernm ental revenue = state funds: 
State revenue sharing 
Fire insurance rebate 
Proeeeds from  grant 
Use of m oney and property 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Public safety - current: 
Operating services 
M aterial s and supplies 
Training 

Capital outlay 
Total expen ditures 

EXCESS O F R EVEN UES O VER EXPENDITURES 

FUN D BA LAN CE AT BEG INNIN G  O F YEA R 

FUN D BALAN CE A T END OF YEAR  

See accom panying notes and accoun tants' com pilation report. 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE) 

$49,175 $55,905 $6,730 

4,500 4,615 
3,675 4,079 

27,086 

115 
404 

27,086 

2~100 1,907 (193) 
59,450 93~592 34~142 

52,950 57,266 (4,316) 
4,000 1,869 2,131 
2,500 651 1,849 

.1NONE 16,158 (16,158) 
59,450 75,944 (16~494) 

NON E 17,648 17,648 

N ON E 74,422 74,422 

NONE $74,422 $74,422 



DESOTO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRICT NO. 9 
Fricrson, Lou~ an a 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

1. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING  PO LICIES 

DeSoto Parish Fire District No. 9 was created by th e D eSoto Parish Police Jury, as auth orized by 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 40:1492 on April 9, 1986. The district is governed by a five m em ber board 
appointed by the police jury. Board mem bers serve without compensation. The district is responsible for 
m aintaining an d operating fire stations an d equipm ent and providing fire protection within the boundaries 
of the district. 

A. R EPORTIN G ENTITY 

A s th e governing auth ority of th e parish, for reporting purposes
, th e D eSoto Parish 

Police Jury is the finan cial reporting entity for DeSoto  Parish. The finan cial reporting 

entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), Co) organ izations  for which the 
prim ary governm ent is fin an cially accountable, an d (e) other organizations for which the 
nature and significan ce of their relationship with th e prim ary governm en t are such th at 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's f'm ancial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statemen t No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of th e DeSoto  
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The bas ic criterion for including a 
potential componen t unit within the reporting entity is financial responsibility . The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining fin an cial ac countability . This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an  organization's governing 
body, and 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization an d/or 

The potential for th e organization to  provide specific 
finan cial benefits to or im pose specific fin an cial 

burdens on the police jury. 
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DESOTO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Frier sorb Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

3 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity finan cial statem ents 
w ould.be m isleadin g if data  of th e organization is not included  
because of th e nature or significan ce of the relationship. 

Because the police jury created the district, appoints the commissioners of the 
district, an d has the ability to im pose its will on the district, the district was determ in ed to 
be a com po nent unit of the Degoto  Parish Police Jury, the financial repo rting entity. The 
accom pan ying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by 

the district and do not present information on the police jury, the general government 
services provided by th at governm ental unit, orth e oth er governm ental units that com prise 
th e D eSoto Parish financial rep orting entity. 

B. FUN D A CCO UNTIN G  

The district uses funds and accoun t groups to report on its finan cial position an d th e 
results of its operations. Fund accoun ting is designed  to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d 
to aid fin an cial m an agem ent by segregating transactions re lated to  certain governm ent 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate aceona ting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts th at 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, re venues, an d expenditures. An account 
group, on the oth er han d, is a finan cial reporting device designed to provide acc ountability  
for certain assets an d liabilities (general f'Lxed assets an d gen eral long-term  obligations) that 
are not recorded in th e "funds" because th ey do not directly affect net expen dable available 
fin an cial resources. They are concerned  only with the m eas urem ent of financial position, 
not w ith  the m eas urem ent of results of operations. 

Funds ar e clas sified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary and fiduciary. 
Each category, in  turn, is divided in to separate "fund types." Governm ental funds are used 
to account for a governm ent's gen eral ac tivities, wher e th e focus of atten tion is on th e 
providin g of services to th e public as opposed to proprietary funds wher e th e focus 
of aRention is on recovering th e cost of pre viding serviees to the public or oth er agen eies 
through service char ges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to accoun t for as sets held 
for oth ers. The district's current operations require the use of only a governm ental fund 
type. The governm en tal fund types of th e district are described as  follows: 
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DESOTO PAR ISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Ftier so n, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finan cial Statements(Continued) 

General Fund 

The General Fund is the gen er al oper ating fund of the district an d 
is used to account for all fin ancial activities not re quired  to be ac counted for 
in other funds. Prim ary funding is provided by an  ad valorem  tax approved  
by voters of the district, state fire insurance rebates, state revenue sharing, 
an d interest earnin gs on investm en ts. 

D ebt Service Fund 

The debt service fund is used to account for the accum ulation of 
resources for an d the paym en t of principal an d in ter est on gen er al long-term  
debt. 

C. FIXED ASSETS AND 
LO N G -TERM  DEBT 

Fixed assets used  in governmen tal fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accoun ted for in the general fixed as sets ac count group, rath er than  in th e General Fund. 
Fixed assets are valued  at ac tual historical costs . N o depreciation has been provided  on 
gen eral fixed assets. Approxim ately 94 per cen t of gen er al fLxcd assets ar e valued at ac tual 
cost w hile th e rem aining 6 per cent ar e valued  at estim ated cost, based  on the ac tual 
historical cost of like item s. The account group is not a "fund", it is co ncerned only w ith 
the m eas urem en t of fin ancial position and does not involve m easur em ent of results of 
operations. 

Long-term  debt, such as  gener al obligation bonds, arc recognized  as a liability of 
a governm ental fund only when due. Th e ren aaining portion of such obligations is re ported 
in th e general long-term  debt account group. 

D : BA SIS O F ACCOUNTING  

Th e fm an cial re porting treatm ent applied to  a fund is determ ined by its 
m eas ur em ent focus, All governm ental funds ar e ac coun ted for usin g a current fin ancial 
resources m easur em ent focus. W ith this m eas ur em en t focus, onl y current asset s an d 
current liabilities gen erally are in cluded on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these funds presen t increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) an d decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 
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DESOTO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Frier son, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statomcnts (Continued) 

The m odified accrual basis of ac counting is used for reporting all govern m en tal 
fund types. Under the modified ac crual bas is of accounting, revenues arc recognized when 
susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). 
"M eas urable" m ean s th e m ount of th e transaction can  be determ in ed and "available" 
m eans collectible w ith in th e current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to  pay 
liab ilities of th e current period. The district uses th e following prac tices in recognizing an d 
rep ortin g reven ues an d expenditures: 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes an d the related state revenue sharing are budgeted 
in  the year  th e taxes ar e due and payab le. A d valorem  taxes are assessed on 
a calen dar year bas is and attach as  an  enforceab le lien and becom e due and 
payable on th e date th e tax rolls ar e filed  w ith th e recorder  of m ortgages. 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 47:1993 requires th at th e tax roll be filed  on or 
before Novem ber 15 of eac h year. Ad valorcm  taxes becom e delinquent if 
not paid by Dec em ber 31. The taxes ar e norm ally collected  in  D ecem ber 
of th e current year , an d Jan uary an d Febru ary of th e subsequent year . 

Other inter govcm m entai revenues ar e recorded  when th e district is 
entitled to th e funds. 

Interest incom e on dem an d and tim e dep osits is recorded when th e 
in terest has  been earned  and th e am ount is determ inable. 

Bas ed on th e above criteria, ad valorem  taxes, state revenue sharing, 
an d oth er in tergovernm ental revenues have been  treated as sus ceptible to 
accrual. 

Expenditures 



DESOTO PA RISH FIRE DISTRICT N O . 9 
Frica'soa, Louisiam t 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

m ust be reappro priated for the follo w ing year to be expended. All changes in the budget 
m ust be approved by the board of com m issioners. 

Form al budgetary integration is not em ployed  as a m anagem en t control device 
during the year. Budgeted m ounts included in the accom pan ying financial statem ents 
include the original adopted  budget. The followin g reconciles th e excess of revan uas  over 

expenditures as shown on the budget comparison Statemen t C (budget basis) to the same 
m ounts shown on Statement B (GAAP basis): 

Excess (Deficiency) of reven ues over 
expenditures (Budgetary basiS) 

Adjustmen ts: 
Receivables 
Payables 

Excess of reven ues and oth er source 

over expen ditures (GAAP basis) 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

$17,648 

883 
2~414 

Under  state law , the district m ay deposit fim ds within a fiscal agen t bank organ ized 
un der  the law s of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any oth er state in  the union, or th e 
law s of th e United States. The di strict m ay invest in cer tificates and tim e dep osits of state 
banks organ ized under Loui siana law  an d national banks having principal offices in 
Louisiana. At December 31, 2003, the district has cash an d cash equivalents (book 
balances) totaling $244,176 as follows: 

D em an d deposits 
Tim e deposits 
Petty Cash 

$188,000 
56,076 

100 

These deposits arc stated  at cost, which ap proxim ates m arket. Under  state law, 
these de-posits, or th e resulting bank balan ces, m ust be secured  by federal deposit in surance 
or th e pled ge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of th e 
pled ged  securities plus the fed eral deposit in suran ce mus t at all tim es equal th e am ount on 
deposit with the fiscal agen t. These sec urities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal 
agen t bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually accep table to both  parties, Cas h 

an d cash equivalents (bank balan ces) at Decam bcr 31, 2003, are secured  as follows: 
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DESOTO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRI CT N O . 9 
Frier son, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finan cial Statements (Continued ) 

Bank B alances  

Federal deposit insurance 

Pled ged securities (uneollateralized) 

Because th e pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in th e nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rath er th an  in th e nam e of the fire district, th ey are considered  uneollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory  requirem ent on th e custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged  seeuritles within 10 days of being notified by the police jury that the 
fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 
states that securities held by a third party shall be deem ed to be held in th e fire district's 
/lam e. 

G . RISK  M AN AGEM ENT 

The fire di strict is exposed to various risk of loss related to torts; th eft of, dam age to, 

an d destruction of assets; an d injuries to employees. To han dle such risk of loss, the fire 
di strict m aintains a comm ercial in surance policy covering property, em ployee liability, an d 
public offi cials liab ility. No claims were paid on an y of the policies during the past three 
years which exceeded  the policies' coverage em ounts. "l?ncre wer e no significan t reductions 
in in suran ce coverage during the year en ded Decem ber 31, 2003. 

H . TO TAL CO LUM N O N TH E 
BALANC E SH EET 

Total colum ns on th e com bined statem en ts are captioned  M em orandum  Only 

(overview) to indicate that they are presented  only to facilitate financial an alysis. Data in 
these co lum ns do not present finan cial position or results of operations in conform ity  with 
gen erally accepted  accounting principles. N eith er  is such data com par ab le to a 
consolidation. Into rfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

LEV IED TAXE S 

Th e follow ing is a sum m ary of auth orized and levied ad valorem  taxes: 

- 12- 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Friers on, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

D istrict taxes: 
General m ainten ance 
D ebt service 

A uthorized Levied  Expiration 
M illage M illage. D ate 

t0.23 
variable 

10.23 
6.00 

2008 
2009 

The followin g are the principal taxpayers for the parish and th eir 2003 assessed valuation: 

Per cen t 
2003 of Total 

A ssessed A ssessed 

International Paper Co. 
Central LA  Electric Co. 
Southwestern Electric Power 
D olet Hills Lignite Co. 
El Pas o Production Company 
N ortheas t Texas  Elec tric 
Bell South Telecom m unications 
J-W  OperaILng Co. 
Oklahom a M unicipal Pow er 
H ibernia N ational Bank 

Total 

CHA NG ES IN G ENERAL FIXED A SSETS 

V aluation Valuation 
$35,844,420 17.60% 
32,749,448 16.08%  
29,477,721 14.48% 
4,154,310 2.04%  
3,329,430 1.64%  
2,738,560 1.35%  
2,515,700 1.24%  
1,932,210 0.95%  
1,843,960 0.91%  
1,748,865 0.86% 

The follow ing presents the chan ges in general fLxed assets for the year ended D ecem ber 31
,2003 

Land an d buildings 
Fire fighting equipm ent 
Offi ce eq uipm en t 

Balance 
Jan uary l, 

$150,801 
380,514 
5,919 

A dditions 
Balan ce 

D eletions Dec em ber 31, 

$150,801 
380,514 
22,577 

- 13- 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Frier son, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finanoial Statements (Continued) 

CH A NG ES IN  G ENERAL 
LONG-TERM  DEBT 

The following is a summ ary of long-term debt tran sactions for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Bonds payable at January 1, 2003 
Additions 
Reductions 

Bonds payable at D ecem ber 31, 2003 

2001 
Rdunding 
Bonds 

$189,000 
N ON E 
(23.00O) 

$166 000 

Th e general obligation refunding bonds  payable at D ecem ber  3 l, 2003 were issued  April 28, 2000 
for th e refunding of the principal am ount of outstanding general obligation bonds of the District, Series 
1989. Annual installm ents of $23,000 to $32,000 are due through June 1, 2009 with interest at 5.5 per cen t. 
Debt retirem ent paym ents are m ade from  the Debt Service Fund. 

Th e annual requirem ents to am ortize all general long-term  debt outstanding at D ec em ber 31,2003, 

including interest of $29,040 are as follows: 

Y ear 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 

Total 

5. LITIGATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

claim s. 

$31,498 
33,150 
31,720 
33,208 
32,585 
32,880 

$195,041 

Th e district is not involved in any litigation at Dec em ber  31, 2003, nor is it aware of any unasserted 
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Independent A ccountants' Report on A pplying 
Agreed-Upon Procedures 

The following independent accountants' report on applying agreed upon procedures is presen ted in  
compliance with the requirem en ts of th e Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and th e Louisiana  Attestation 

Questionnaire, issued by the Society of Louisian a Certified  Public Accountants and the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor. 
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LITTLE &  A SSO CIATES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Independent A ccountants' Report 
O n Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

BOARD  O F COM M ISSIONERS 
DESOTO PA RISH FIRE DISTRICT N O . 9 
Frienon, LOuisiana 

W m. TODD UTTLE, CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCHBANKS, JR,, CPA 

W e have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and enranerated 
below, which ~vere agreed upon by the m anagement of DeSoto Parish Fire District No; 9 and the Legislative 
Auditor, State of Louisiana, solelyto assist the users in evaluating man agem en t's as sertions about DeSoto 
Parish Fire D istrict No. 9's compliance w ith eertsin  taw s an d regulations during th e year ended December 

31,2003 included  in the accompan ying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed -upon procedures 
engagemaent was perform ed in accordance with standards established  by the Am erican Institute of Certified 
Public A ccountants. The sufficien cy of th e procedures is solely th e respons ibility of th e sp ecified users of 
th e reporL Consequently, we make no re prese ntation re garding the std~icien cy of th e procedures  described 
below  eith er for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any oth er pro p ose . 

Public Bid Law  

Select all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000/$20,000, 
as applicable,, or public works exceeding $100,000, and determine whethe~r such pumhas es were 
made in acco rden ee with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

A review was made of all disbursemen t journals for the year. That review did not disetose 
any expenditures m ade for m aterials and supplies exceeding $15,000/$20,000, as applicable, 
or an y expenditures m ad e for public works exceeding $100,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Em ployees 

2 Obtain from  m anagemen t a list of th e im m ed iate fam ily mem bers of each board m em ber as defined  

by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), an d a list of outside business interests of all board 
m em bers and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate families . 
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DESOTO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Independent Accountants' Rep ort on 
Applying A greed Upon Procedures 

Decem ber 31, 2003 

M anagem ent provided us with the required list including th e noted inform ation, 

3. Obtain from  m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under exam ination. 

4 

The district has no employees, 

Determine whether  an y of the employees included in th e listing obtained  from  m anagem en t in 
procedure num ber 3 above were also included in the listing obtained  from  m an agem ent in proced ure 
number 2 above as immed iate family roem bers. 

Budgeting 

7 

The di strict has no em ployees. 

Obtain a copy of th e legally adopted budget and all am en dm en ts. 

M anag em cnt provided  us with  acopy ofth e original budget. There were no am endm en ts to 
th e budget during the year. 

Trace the budget adoption and am en dm ents to the m inute book. 

W e traced  the ad option of the original budget to the m inutes  of a m eeting held on Decem ber  
9, 2002, which indicated that th e Board of Commissioners of th e DeSoto Parish Fire District 
No. 9 m ad e a m otion, w hich pas sed, adopting the budget . There w ere no am en dm ents to th e 
budget. 

Com pare th e revenues and expen ditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to 
determ ine if ac tual reven ues  or expen ditures exceed budgeted  am ounts by 5%  or m ore. 

W e com pared the reven ues and expenditure s of the fin al budget to ac tual revenues an d 
expen di tures. Actual reven ues  exceeded budgeted am ounts. 

Fin ding 03-01: 

Actual expendi tures exceeded  budgeted  am oun ts by 28% . D eSoto Parish Fire District No. 
9 failed to m ake budget am en dm en ts for estim ated capital outlay expen di tures related to the 
purchas e of equipm ent un der a Rural Developm ent grant for the ye ar en ded December 31, 
2003. 

Accounting and Reporting 
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DESOTO PARISH  FIRE DISTRICT N O . 9 
Independent A ccountants' Report on 
Applying Agreed Upon Procedures 

Decem ber 31, 2003 

8. Random ly select 6 disbursem ents m ade during the period under exam ination and; 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to correct m ount and payee; 

Co) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
account; 

(c) determine whether paymen ts received approval from proper authorities. 

An exam ination of six random ly selec ted  disburseanen ts disclosed  the follow ing: 

(a) The six selected disbursements were for the proper amount as reflected on supporting 
docum entation and were m ade to the corree t payee. 

Co) The six paym ents were coded  to the co rrec t fund and general led ger account. 

(c) Approval for the paym ent of each of the six disbursomen ts was indicated in the 
m inutes of the board m eetings. None of th e six disbursem en ts indicated appro val 
fi'om any board m em ber s on th e actual invoices. 

M eetings 

9. Exam in e evidence in di cating th at agen das for m eetings recorded  in  th e m inute book were 

posted  or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1-12 (the opening meetings law). 

Debt 

10. 

W e inquired ofm anag~ aent whether  agen das for m eetings w ere  posted at th e m eeting place 
at least twen ty-four  hours prior to the m eeting. M an agem ent stated that agen das  w ere posted 
an d a copy is retained by the bookkeeper . 

Exam ine bank deposits for th e period under  exam ination an d determ ine wheth er any such 
deposits appear to be pro ceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

W e inspected  copies of all deposit slips for the period under  exam ination and noted no 
dep osits which appeared to be proceeds of bank loan s, bonds, or like indebtedness. 
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D ESO TO PA RISH FIRE D ISTRICT N O . 9 
Independent A ccountants' Report on 
Applying A greed Upon Procedures 

D ecem ber 31, 2003 

A dvances and Bonuses 

11 Exam in e payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ in e w hether any paym ents have 
been m ade to employees which m ay co nstitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

A  reading of the m in utes  of th e board for the year in dicated no approval for the paym ents 

noted. W e also inspected  disbur sem ents journals for the year an d noted no instances which 
w ould indicate paym ents to em ployees  w hi ch would constitute bonuses, advan ces, or gifts. 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an  examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on m an agem en t's assertions. Accordin gly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Had we perform ed  ad di tional proced ures, oth er m atters m ight ha ve com e to our  attention that would have 
been  reported to you. 

This report is intended  solely for th e use of m anag em ent of th e DeSoto Parish Fire D istrict No. 9 and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisian a, an d shoul d not be used  by th ose who have not agreed to th e 
procedures and taken responsibility for th e suffi ciency of th e proced ures for their purposes. U nder Louisian a 
Revised Sta tute 24:513, this report is di stributed by th e Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

M onroe, Loui siana 
M arch 26, 2004 
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Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire 

The accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire has been completed by management 
and is included  in this report as  required by the queslionnaire. 
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Little & Associates, CPAs 
805 North 31** Street 
P.O . Box 4058 
M onroe, LA 71211 

Little & A ssociates, 

In connection with your compilation of our financial statements of the DeSoto Fire District No. 9 
as of December 31,2003 and for the year then ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 
24:513 and the Louisiana GovernmentalA udit Guide, we m ake the following representations to you. 
W e accept full responsibility for our co mpliance with the following laws and regulations an d the 
internal controls over compliance with such laws an d regulations. W e have evaluated our 
com pliance with  th e following laws an d regulations prior to m aking th ese representations. 

These representations are bas ed 9n inform ation available to us as  of M arch 26, 2004 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

It is true that we have complied wi th the public bid law , LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, 
where applicable, the regulations of the Division of Adm inistratien , State Pur chasing 
Office. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 

CO DE O F ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUB LIC EM PLOYEES 

2 It is true that no em ployees or offi cials have ac cepted an ything of value, wheth er in th e form  
of a service, loan, or prom ise, from  an yone which would cons titute a violation of LSA-RS 
42:1101-1124. 

Yes[X ] No [ ] N/A [ ] 

It is true that no member of the immediate family of any member of the governing authority, 
or the chief executive of the governm ental entity, has be en employed by the governmental 
entity after April 1, 1980 under circum stances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 
42:1119. 

Yes[X ] No[] N/A [ ] 
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BUDGETING 

4 We have complied with the state budgeting req~rements of the Local Government Budget 
Act (LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes[ ] No[X ] N/A [ ] 

ACCO UNTING AND REPO RTING 

5 All non-exem pt govern m ental records are available as a public record and have been retained 
for at leas t three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:3 I, and 44:36. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 

W e have filed our annual financial statem ents in acco rdance with LSA-RS 24:514, LSA-RS 
33:463, and/or LSA-RS 39:92, as applicable. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 

7. W e have had our financial statem ents audited or compiled in accordance with LSA-RS 
24:513. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 
M EETINGS 

8. W e ha ve co mplied with the provisions of the Opening M eetings Law, LSA-RS 42:1-12. 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 
DEBT 

9. It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other th an credit for 90 days or less to m ake 
purchases in the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease- 
pur chase agreem ents, wi th out the approval of the State Bond Comm ission, ms provided by 
Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisian a Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 
Loui siana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65.. 

ADVANCES AND BONUSES 

Yes[X ] No[ ] N/A [ ] 

10. It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation 
of Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, an d AG 
opinion 79-729. 

Yes[X] No[ ] N/A [ ] 



W e have disclosed to you all known noncompliance o~the foregoing laws and regulations, as well 
as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have made available to you 
docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with  an y com m unications from  regulatory agencies or other sources 
concern ing any possible noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any 
comm unications received between the end of the period under exam ination an d the issuan ce of this 
report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you an y known noncom plian ce which may 
occur subsequent to the issuance  of your report. 



DeSoto Fire District #9 
P O Box 124 
Frierson, LA 71027 

Legislative Auditor 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re: DeSoto Fire District #9 
Corrective A ction concerning buget 

In response to the auditors' finding that compliance with the state budgeting requirem ents 
was not m et we respond as follows: 

This was the first tim e that the fire departm ent received a gran t; it never occurred 
to us th at it should be included in the budget. 

In the future, should th e fire departm ent receive any fu nds other th an the norm al 
deposits from property tax, state revenue sharing, and/or bonds w e wi ll either amend the 
budget to include such funds or comm unicate with the auditors to find out what action 
should, if any, be taken. 

W e apologize for the inconvenience this has caused and vow to m ake the necessary 
corrections in a timely fashion in th e future. 

Sincerely yours, 

June 21, 2004 


