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LITTLE & A SSO CIATES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ' 

Independent A uditors' Report 

THIRTY -EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Cam eron, Louisiana ~ 

W in, TODD LITTLE, CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCHBANK~, JR., CPA 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem em s of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial D istrict Indigent 

Defender Board, a component unit of Cameron Parish Police Jury, as of December 31,2003, and for the year 
then ended; as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose finan cial statements are the 
responsibility of th e management of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with U . S. generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those sta ndards require th at 
we plan an d perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assur an ce about whether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of material misstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by managem ent, as well as 
evaluating the overal l financial statement presentation. W e believe that our  audit provides a reas onable basis 
for our opinion. 

In our  opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph present fairly
, in 

all material respects, the financial position of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent D efender Board, 
as  of D ecember 31,2003, an d the results of its operations for the year th en ended in conform ity with U. S. 
generally accepted acco unting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 6, 2004, on the 
Thirty-Eighth  Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's compliance with laws, regulations and contracts 
and our consideration o f the agency's internal control over finan cial reporting. That report is an  integral part 

of an audit performed in accordan ce with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction 
with th is report in eoas idering the results of our audit. 

M onroe, Louisiana 
June 6, 2004 
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GENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 
GOVERN M ENTA L FUN D TYPE - GENERAL FUN D 

A SSETS 
Cash and equivalents 
Receivables - court costs 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Balance Sheet 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities - accoum s payable 
Fund equity - fund balance - tmreserved - tmdesignated 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUN D EQUITY 

Statem ent A 

$198,501 
4,264 

$1,110 
201,655 



 

THIRTY-EIGHTH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 
GOVERN M EN TA L FUN D TYPE - GENERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Actual versus Budget 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

REVEN UES 
Court costs on fines and forfeitures 
Use of m oney and property - interest earn ed 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current - general government -judicial: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF RE VENUES 
O VER EXPENDITURES 

$99,046 
1~801 

100.847 

91,125 
5~647 
96.772 

Statem ent B 

Variance - 
Favorable 

Budget (Unfavorable) 

$102,500 ($3,454) 
1,825 (24) 

104r325 
, , (3,478) 

98,025 6,900 

5,353 (294) 

4,075 947 3,128 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIG EN T D EFEN DER BOARD 

Cameron, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

1. SUM M A RY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

The Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is established in compliance with 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149 to provide and com pensate counsel appointed to represent indigents 

in criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the district court level. The judicial district encompasses the parish 
of Cam eron, Louisiana. The indigent defender board is composed of three m embers who are appointed by 
the district court. The board mem bers serve without compensation. 

A . REPO RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, th e Cam eron Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Cameron Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the 
primary government is financially accountable, an d (c) other organizations for which the 
nature an d significance of their relationship with the prim ary govern ment are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the Cam eron 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit with in the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set tbrth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accotmtability. This criteria 
includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization 
an d/or; 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific finan cial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the po lice jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

3. Organ izations tbr which the reporting entity financial statem ents would 



TH IR TY -EIGH TH JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 
IND IGEN T DEFENDER BOA RD  
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

be m isleading if data of the organ ization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of th e relationship. 

Board members are appointed by the district judge. However, the police jury is 
ultim ately responsible for the fiscal operations of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District court 
system , which includes the Indigent Defender Board. Further, because of this relationship, 

the police jury's primary government financial statements would be misleading without 
inclusion of th e board's financial statem ents. Therefore, the indigent defender board is 
considered a co m ponent unit of the parish reporting entity. 

B. FUND ACCO UNTING 

The board uses funds an d account groups to report on its financial position and the 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance an d 
to aid finan cial m anagem ent by segregating tran sactions related to certain governm ental 
functions or activities. 

A fu nd is a separate accounting entity with a self-balan cing set of accounts that 
comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, 
on the other han d, is a fin ancial reporting device designed to provide accountability for 

certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that are 
not recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They ar e concern ed only with the measur ement of financial position, not 
wi th  the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds ar e clas sified into th ree categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary . 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governmental funds are used 
to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the 
providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where th e focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing service to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to acco unt for assets held for 

others. The board's current operations require the use ofordy a governmental fun d (General 
Fund). The General Fund is the general operating fund of the indigent defender board and 
accoun ts for all of its financial resources. 
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THIR TY -EIGHTH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Notes to the Fiimncial Statements (Continued) 

C. G EN ERAL FIXED ASSETS AN D 
LO N G-TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

The indigent defender board has no fixed assets or long-term obligations at D ecem ber 
31,2003. 

D . BASIS O F ACCO UNTIN G 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent 
focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources 
m easurement focus. W ith this measurement focus, only current assets an d current liabilities 
generally ar e included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for th ese fun ds present 
increases (i.e., revenues and other finan cing sources) an d decreases (i.e., expenditures and 
other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Th e m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental an d 
fiduciary fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of accotmting

, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" mean s the amount of the transaction can  be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used 
to pay liabilities of the current period. The board uses th e following practices in recognizing 
and reporting revenues and expenditure s: 

Revenues 

Court costs on fines and forfeitures imposed by the district are 
recorded in the year they are collected by the tax collector. 

Interest incom e on interest bearing demand deposits is recorded at the 
end of th e m onth w hen credited by th e bank. Interest incom e on tim e 
deposits is recorded when th e tim e deposits have matured and the interest is 
available. 

Based on the above criteria, court costs on fines and forfeitures are 
treated as  susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditur es are generally recognized an der the m odified accrual 
bas is of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 



THIRTY -EIGH TH JUD ICIA L DISTRICT 
INDIG EN T D EFEND ER BO ARD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

E. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Under state law, the indigent defender board may deposit funds with in a fiscal agent bank 
organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the 
law s of the United States. The board m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state banks 
organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

At December 31, 2003, the board has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) 
totaling $198,501 as follows: 

Dem and deposits 
Tim e deposits 

$43,501 
155.000 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxhnates m arket. Under state law , these 
deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by federal deposit insuran ce or the 
pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. 

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at December 31, 2003, are secured as 
ibllow s: 

Ban k balances 

Federal deposit insuran ce 
Pledged securities (uncollateralized) 

Total 

$100,000 
109,064 

Because the pledged securities ar e held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 

agent ban k rather than the nanae of the district, they are considered uncotlateralized (Category 
3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisian a Revised Statute 
39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell th e 
pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by th e board that the fiscal agent has 
failed to pay deposited funds upon deman d. 

F. AC CO UNTS RECEIVABLE 

Accotmts receivable represents the distribution due th e indigent defender board for December 
2003 collections by the Cam eron Parish Sheriff's Department, who is the collector for court costs 
an d fees for Cam eron Parish. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH  JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
IN D IGENT DEFEND ER BOARD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G . BUDG ET PRA CTICE 

A prelim inary budget for the ensuing year is prepared by the board's contract 
accountant prior to Decem ber 31 of each year and is m ade available for public inspection at 
least fifteen days prior to the beginning of eac h fiscal year . The proposed budget is prepared 
on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. The budget is established and controlled by the 

board of commissioners at the object level of expenditure. Encumbrance accounting is not 
used by the board. Appropriations lapse at year-end an d m ust be reappropriated for the 
following year to be expended. All chan ges in the budget must be approved by the board of 
comanissioners. 

Formal budgetary integration is em ployed as a managem ent control device during the 
year. Budgeted am ounts included in the accompan ying finan cial statem ents include the 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

H . VACATIO N AND SICK  LEAVE 

The indigent defender boar d has one em ployee. By contractual arran gem ent, the 
em ployee does not accrue an y vacation or sick leave. Accordingly, no vacation an d sick 
leave policy is required. 

2. LITIGATIO N 

At Decem ber 31,2003, the indigent defender board is not involved in an y litigation nor is it aware 
of any unasserted claim s. 
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Independent A uditors' R eport Required 
by Governm ent A uditing Standards 

The follow ing independent auditors' report on com pliance and internal control is presented in 
compliance with the requirements of Government Auditing ,Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General 
of the United States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana 
Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 



LITTLE & A SSO CIA TES 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ~ 

Independent A uditors' Report on Com pliance 
and Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
Based on an A udit Perform ed in Accordance 

with Government Auditing Standards 

THIRTY -EIGHTH YUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFEN DER BOARD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 

W in. TODD LITTLE, CPA 
CHARLES R. MARCI'BANKS, JR.. CPA 

W e have audited  the general purpose financial statements of the Thirty-Eighth Judioial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board, a component unit of Carneron Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31,2003, and for the year 
th en ended, and have issued our report thereon dated June 6, 2004. W e conducted our audit in accordan ce  
with  U . S. generally accepted auditing stan dards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of th e United States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about wheth er the Thirty-Eighth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board's finan cial statem ents ar e free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its 
com plian ce with certain provisions of law s, regulations and co ntracts, noncom pliance with  w hich could have 
a direct and material effect on the determ ination of financial am ounts. However, providing an  opinion on 

compliance wi th those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instan ce s of nonco mpliance that ar e required to be reported 
under G overnment Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the 
purpose of expressing oar  opinion on the financial statem ents an d not to provide assuran ce on the internal 
control over financial reportin g. Oar  consideration of the internal control over financial reporting wotfld 
notnecessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control over financial reporting that m ight be material 
weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design  or operation of one or more of the 
intern al control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in amounts 
that w ould be m aterial in relation to the finan cial statements being audited m ay occur  an d not be detected 

within a timely period by employees in the normal co urse of performing their assigned functions. We noted 
no m atters involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation tha t we consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
IND IGEN T DEFEN DER BOARD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Independent Auditors' Report on Compliance 
And Internal Control Over Finan cial Reporting, etc. 
Decem ber 3 I, 2003 

This report is intended for the information of m em bers of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than these specitied parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed 
by the Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

M onroe, Louisiana 
June 6, 2004 
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THIRTY -EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IND IGEN T D EFEND ER BOA RD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 35, 2003 

A. SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

Schedule 1 

The auditors' report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial 
statem ents of the Thirty-Eighth  Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board. 

N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the Th irty-Eighth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board were disclosed during the audit. 

N o reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported in the 
Independent Auditors' Report on Intern al Control Over Financial Reporting Based on an 
Audit Perform ed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

B. FIND IN G S - FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS AUDIT 

N one 



THIRTY -EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IND IGEN T DEFEN DER BOARD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 

Sum mary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

Schedule 2 

There were no audit findings reported in the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31,2002. 
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