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We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the major 
fund of the Th irteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (Indigent Defender Board), a component 
unit of th e Evangeline Parish Police Jury, as of and for th e year ended December 31, 2003, which collectively 
comprise th e In digent Defender Board's basic financial statem ents as listed in the table of contents. Th ese 
f'mancial statem ents are the responsibility of th e Defender Board. Our responsibility is to express opinions on 
th ese finan cial statements bas ed on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in th e United 
States of America an d the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller Genera l of th e United States. Th ose standards require that we plan  an d 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable as surance about wheth er th e finan cial statements are free of material 
misstatem ent. An audit includes examining, on a test bas is, evidence supporting the amounts an d disclosures 
in th e financial statements. An audit also includes as sessin g the accounting prineiplas  used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall finan cial statement presentation. W e 
believe that our audit provides a reas onable bas is for our opinions. 

In our  opinion, th e finan cial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, th e 

respective financial position of the governmental activities an d major fund of the Th irteenth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board, as of December 31, 2003, an d th e re spective changes in finan cial position for the 
year then ended in conformity with accoun ting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

For th e year ended December 31, 2003, the In digent Defender Board has  im plemented GASB 
Statement No. 34, Bas ic Financial Statements - an d M ana~,ement's Discussion an d Analysis - for State and 
Local Governments. GASB Statement No. 34 creates new bas ic finan cial statements for reporting on th e 
In digent Defender Boar d's finan cial activities. Th e fman cial statements now include government-wide 
financial statem ents prepared on th e accrual bas is of accounting, an d fund financial statements which present 

inform ation for individual major funds rather than by fund type which has been the mode of presentation in 
previously issued finan cial statements. The In digent Defender Board also implemented GASB Statement No. 
37, Basic Finan cial Statements - And M ana~ement's Discussion and Analysis - 

183 South Beadle R~ad 
Lafayeue, LA 70508 
Phone(337) 232-4141 
Fax (337)232-8660 

113 East Bridge Street 
B~ x Bridge, LA 70517 
Phone (337) 332.4020 
Fax 1337) 332-2867 

133 E~t Waddil 
Marksville, LA 71351 
Phone (318) 253-9252 
Fax (318) 253-8681 

1234 David l~ive, Suite 105 
Morgan Clty, LA 70380 
Phone (985) 3S4-2020 
F~ (985) 384-3O20 

408 W Cotton Sheet 
Vilte Platte, LA 70586 
phone (337) 363-2792 
F~ (337) 363-3049 

332 W . Sixth A~  
Oberlin. LA 70655 
Phone (337) 639-4737 
F~ (337) 639-4568 

200 South Main Street 
Abho ville, LA 70510 
Phone (337) g93-7944 
F~ (337) 893-7946 



 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 24, 
2004, on our consideration of th e Indigent Defender Board's intern al control over finan cial reporting an d our 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants. That report is an 
integral part of an audit perform ed in accordan ce with Governm ental Auditing Standards, and should be read 

in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

The required supplementary information on page 18 is not a required part of the basic financial 
statements but is supplementary information required by the Governm ental Accounting Standards Board. W e 
have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding 
the meth ods of measurement an d presentation of the required supplementary information. However, we did 
not audit the inform ation an d express no opinion on it. 

The Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board has not presented managem ent's discussion 
and an alysis th at the Governmenta l Accounting Standards Board has determ ined is necessary to supplement, 
although not required to be part of, th e basle finan cial statements. 

Our audit was conducted for th e purpose of form ing opinions on th e financial statements th at 
collectively comprise the Indigent Defender Board's basic finan cial statements. The accompan ying financial 
inform ation listed as "Other Supplem entary Inform ation" in th e table of contents is presented for purposes of 
additional an alysis an d is not a required part of th e basic finan cial statements. Such inform ation has been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic finan cial statements and, in our opinion, 
is fairly stated in all material respeets in relation to th e basic financial statements taken as a whole. 

Th e finan cial information for the preceding year , which is included for comparative purposes, was 
taken from th e finan cial report for th at year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the financial 
statements of the Thirteenth Judicial District In digent Defender Board. 

Ville Platte, Louisian a 
June 24, 2004 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 
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Current assets: 
Cash 

Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Current liabilities: 
Accounts and other payables 

Unrestricted 

Total net assets 

Statement of Net Assets 
December 31, 2003 

A SSETS 

LIABILITIES 

NET ASSETS 

Governm ental 
Activities 

$12,461 

12,392 

$12,392 



Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Activities 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

Activities Expenses 
Governm ental activities: 

General governm ent $110,496 

Program Revenues 
Fees, Fines and Operating grants 

Charges for Services and contributions 

Net assets - Jan uary 1, 2003 

Net assets - December 31, 2003 

Net (Expense) 
Revenue an d 

Changes in Net Assets 
Governm ental 
Activities 

$34,011 $ (1,954) 

The accompanying notes are an integr al part of the basic financial statements. 

14,346 

$ 12,392 



FUND H NANCIAL STATEM ENTS (FFS) 



Cash 

Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Evangeline Par ish, Louisiana 

Comparative Balan ce Sheet - Governmental Fund 
December 31, 2003 and 2002 

ASSETS 

LIA BILITIES AND FUND BALAN CE 

Liabilities: 
Payroll taxes payable 

Fund balance: 

Unreserved, un designated 

Total liabilities and fund balance 

General Fund 
2003 2002 

$ 69 $ 88 

12,392 14,346 

$12,461 $14,434 



Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Compar ative Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Chan ges in Fund Balance - 
Governm ental Fund 

For the Years Ended December 31, 2003 and 2002 

Revenues: 
Court cost on fines and forfeitures - 
City court 
Parish court 

Fees for indigents 
State grant 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Current - 

General government - judicial 
Salar ies and related benefits 
Per diem 

Office expense 
Attorn ey fees 
Professional fees 
Consulting fees 
Insurance 
Investigation 

Total expenditu res 

Deficiency of revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

The accompan ying notes ar e an integral part of the basic financial statements. 

Genem lFund 
2003 2002 

$ 22,133 
42,576 

9,822 
34,011 

108,542 

3,936 
1,650 
1,496 
94,547 

3,175 

3,450 
2,242 

110,496 

$ 23,981 
45,313 
10,328 
12,362 

91,984 

8 

1,959 
450 

1,200 
1,034 

3,825 

(1,954) (2,018) 

14,346 16,364 

$ 12,392 $ 14,346 
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THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 

Summ ary of Significant Aeeountin~ Policies 

The accompanying financial statements of th e Th irteenth  Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board (Indigent Defender Board) have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. GAAP includes all relevant 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements. Th e accounting and reporting 
fram ework an d th e more significant ac counting po licies are discussed in subsequent subsections of 
this note. For th e fiscal year  ended December 31, 2003, th e In digent Defender Board im plemented 
th e new financial reporting requirements of GASB Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements - 
and M anagement's Discussion an d Analysis - for State and Local Governm ents. As a re sult, an  
entirely new financial presentation format has been implem ented. 

Such accounting an d reporting procedures also conform  to th e requirements of Louisiana 
Revised Statutes 24:513 an d to th e industry audit guide, 

The following is a summ ary of certain significan t accounting policies: 

Th e Th irteenth  Judicial District In digent Defender Board has  been cre ated 
by an d in accordance with provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 15:144 for th e 
purpose of employing appointed  attorn eys to defend indigent defenders. Th e Board 
consists of six members who are appointed by th e Th irteenth  Judicial District Judge. 

Th is report includes all funds, which ar e controlled by or dependent on th e 
In digent Defender Board as an  independent political subdivision of th e State of 
Lo uisian a. Th e Board is a component un it of th e Evangeline Parish Police Jury, the 
prim ary governm ent, but is not included in th e finan cial repo rting of the Evan geline 
Parish Police Jury . Alth ough legally separate, th e Board provides services, which 
alm ost exclusively benefit th e Th irteenth  Judicial District Court, which is a 
component unit of the Evan geline Parish Police Jury . 

B. Basis of Presentation 

Government-W ide Finan cial Statements (GW FS) 

Th e statement of net as sets an d statement of activities display inf orm ation 
about the reporting govern ment as  a whole. Th ey include th e fund of th e reporting 
entity, which is considered to be  a governmental ac tivity. 



THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFEN DER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisian a 

Notes to Basic Finan cial Statements (Continued) 

The statement of activities presents a comparison betw een direct expenses 
an d program revenues for each function of the Indigent Defender Board's 
governm ental activities. Direct expenses are th ose that are specifically associated 
with a program or fu nction and, therefore, ar e clear ly identifiable to a particular 
function. Program revenues include (a) fees an d charges paid by the recipients for 
goods or services offered by the program s, and (b) grants and contributions that are 
restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular progr am . 
Revenues that ar e not classified as  progr am  revenues, including all taxes, are 
presented as general revenues. 

Fund Finan cial Statements (FFS) 

The accounts of th e Indigent Defender Board are organ ized and operated on 
th e basis of funds. A fu nd is an independent fiscal an d accounting entity with a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts. Fund accounting segr egates funds according 
to th eir intended purpose an d is used to aid m an agem ent in dem onstrating 
compliance with finan ce-related legal an d contractual provisions. The minimum 
number of fu nds is maintained consistent w ith legal an d managerial requirements. 

The fund of th e In digent Defender Boar d is classified as a governm ental 

fund. The emphasis on fund financial statements is on major governmental and 
enterprise funds, each displayed in a separate column. A fund is considered major if 
it is the primary operating fun d of the entity or meets the following criteria: 

Total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expenses of th at 
individual governmental or enterprise fund are at least 10 percent of 
th e corresponding total for all fu nds of th at category or type; an d 

b. Total as sets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expensas  of the 
individual governm ental or enterp rise fund ar e at leas t 5 percent of 
th e corresponding total for all governmental and enterp rise fu nds 
combined. 

The major fund and only fund of the Indigent Defender Board is described 
below : 

Governm ental Fund - 

General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statu te 13:781, is the 
principal fund of the Indigent Defender Board an d is used to account for th e 
operations of the In digent Defender Board's office. Th e various fees an d char ges due 
to the Indigent Defender Board's office are accounted for in this fund. General 
operating expenditures are paid from th is fu nd. 
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THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to Basic Financial Statements (Continued) 

M eas urement focus is a term used to describe "which" tran sactions are 
recorded within the various finan cial statements. Bas is of accounting refers to 
"when" transactions are recorded regardless of the measurem ent focus applied. 

M easurement Focus 

On the governm ent-wide statement of net as sets an d th e statement of 
activities, governmental activities ate presented using the economic resource s 

measurement focus. The accounting objectives of this measurement focus are the 
determination of operating income, chan ges in net assets (or cost recovery) an d 
finan cial position. All assets and liabilities (whether current or noneurrent) 
associated with its activities are reported. Governm ent-wide fund equity is clas sified 
as  net as sets. In the fund fmancial statements, the "current finan cial resour ces" 
meas urement focus is used. Only current f'man cial as sets and liabilities are generally 
included on its balan ce sheet. Th eir operating statement pre sents sources an d uses of 
available spendable finan cial resources during a given period. This fund uses fu nd 
balan ce as its measure of available spe ndable finartcial resources at th e end of the 
period. 

Bas is of Accounting 

In th e gn vernm ent-wide statement of net as sets and statement of activities, 
th e gn vem m ental activities are presented using the accrual bas is of accounting. 
Under th e accrual basis of accounting, revenues are re cognized when earned an d 
expenses are re corded when the liability is incurred or econom ic asset used. 
Revenues, expe nses, gains, losses, assets, and liabilities resulting from exchan ge an d 
exchange-like tran sactions are recogn ized when the exchan ge takes place. 

Governm ental fund finan cial statem ents are reported us ing th e current 
financial resources meas urement focus an d the modified accrual basis of accoun ting. 
Revenues are recognized as  soon as they are both  meas urable an d available. 
Revenues ar e considered to be available when th ey are collectible with in th e current 
pe riod or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of th e current period. For th is 
purpose, the governm ent co nsiders revenues to be available if th ey are collected 
with in 60 days of th e end of th e current fiscal period . Revenues are classified by 
source and expenditures are clas sified  by fu nction an d character. Expenditures 
(including capital outlay) generally are recorded when a liability is incurred, as under 
accru al accounting. However, debt service expenditures are recorded only when 
payment is due. 

W hen bo th restricted an d unrestricted resour ces ar e available for use, it is 
the In digent Defender Board's policy to use restricted resources first, then 
unrestricted resource s as  they are needed. 
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THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to Basic Financial Statements (Continued) 

Cash and interest-bearing deposits 

For purposes of the statement of net assets, cash and interest-bearing 
deposits include all demand accounts, savings accounts, an d certificates of deposits 
of the Indigent Defender Board. 

Capital Assets 

Capital assets, which include property, plan t, an d equipment, are reported in 
th e governmental activities column in the governm ent-w ide financial statements. 
Capital assets are capitalized at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is 
not available. Donated assets are recorded as  capital assets at their estim ated fair 
m arket value at th e date of donation. The Defender Board maintains a threshold 
level of $500 or more for capitalizing capital as sets. The costs of normal 
maintenance and repairs th at do not add to the value of the as set or materially extend 
assets lives are not capita lized. 

Depreciation of all exhaustible capital assets is recorded as  an  expense in 
th e statement of activities, w ith accumulated depreciation reflected in th e statem ent 
of net as sets. Depreciation is provided over the as sets' estim ated useful lives using 
th e straight-line method of depreciation. Th e ran ge of estimated useful lives by type 
of asset is as follows: 

Furniture, fixtures and equipment 

Equity Classifications 

5-10 years 

In the govern m ent-w ide statements, equity is classified as  net assets an d 
displayed in three components: 

Invested in capital as sets, net of related debt - Consists of capital 
assets including restricted capital assets, net of accum ulated 
depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balan ces of an y bonds, 
mortgages, notes, or other borrowings th at are attributable to th e 
acquisition, construction, or improvement of those assets. 

Restricted net assets - Consists of net assets with  constraints placed 
on the use either by (1) external groups such as creditors, gran tors, 
contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or (2) law 
through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

13 



(2) 

TH IRTEEN TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to Basic Finan cial Statements (Continued) 

Unrestricted net assets - All other net assets th at do not meet the 
def'mifion of "restricted" or "invested in capital assets, net of related 
debt." 

In th e fu nd statem ents, governm enta l fund equity is clas sified as fund 
balance. Fund balan ce is further classified as reserved and unreserved, with  
unreserved further split between designated an d undesignated. 

A budget for th e General Fund was  prepared on a bas is consistent with  
generally accepted accounting principals (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as 
originally prepared or amended by th e Indigent Defender Boar d. All budgetary 
appropriations lapse at th e end of each fiscal year . 

The In digent Defender Board has  not established a formal policy re lating to 
th e vesting and accrual of vacation an d sick leave. At December 31, 2003, th e Board 
has no accumulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordan ce with GASB 
statement No. 16 "Accounting for Compensated Absences". 

G. Use of Estimates 

Th e preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles requires man agement to make estimates an d 
assumptions that affect th e reported amoun ts of as sets an d liabilities an d disclosure 
of contingent as sets an d liabilities at the date of th e financial statem ents and th e 
reported am ounts of revenues and expenditures during the re porting period. Actual 
re sults could differ from those estimates. 

For th e year ended December 31, 2003, the Indigent Defender Board has implemented GASB 
Statement No. 34, Bas ic Financial Statements - and M anagement's Discussion and Analysis - 

GASB Statement No. 34 creates new bas ic financial statem ents for 
reporting on the In digent Defender Board's financial activities. The financial statements now include 
government-wide finan cial statements prepared on the accru al basis of accounting, an d fu nd f'mancial 

statements which present inform ation for individual major funds rather than by fund type which has 
been th e m ode of presentation in previously issued finan cial statements. The Indigent Defender 
Board also implemented GASB Statem ent No. 37, Bas ic Finan cial Statement s - And M an agement' 
Discussion and Analysis - For State and Local Governments 

14 
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THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFEND ER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to Basic Financial Statements (Continued) 

an d Interpretation No. 6 

The implementation of GASB Statement N o. 34 did not cause the opening fund balan ce at 
December 31, 2002 to be restated in terms of"net assets". 

Under state law, th e Indigent Defender Board may deposit funds with in a fiscal agent bank 
organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, th e laws of any oth er state in the union, or th e 
laws of th e United States. Th e In digent Defender Board may invest in United States bonds, treasury 
notes, or certificates an d time deposits of state banks organized under Louisian a law and national 
banks having principal offices in Louisian a. At December 31, 2003, th e Indigent Defender Board has 

cash demand deposits (book balances) totaling $12,461. 

Th ese deposits are stated at cost, which approximates fair value. Under state law, th ese 
deposits (or the resulting bank balan ces) must be secured by federal deposit insuran ce or the pledge 
of securities owned by th e fiscal agent bank. Th e fair value of th e pledged securities plus the fed eral 
deposit insurance must at all times equal th e amount on deposit with th e fiscal agent. These securities 
are held in th e nam e of the pledging fiscal agent ban k in a holding or custodial bank th at is mutually 
acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 2003, of $12,461 were 
secured in total by federal deposit insuran ce. 

A schedule of per diem paid to board members is as follows 

Gilbert W ayne Aucoin 
Gary Ortego 
Guy M itchell 
M ichael Latigue 
Robert Deshotel 
M artha RI chard 
M axine Gauteau 

Attorney's Fees Payable - 

$ 300 
50 
300 
250 
300 
300 
150 

$1,650 

The Indigent Defender Board had a liability of $255,584, which was due to lawyers who 
worked for th e Board in years pas t when the Board was  not generating revenues. The Board does not 
expect to be able to pay these fees from their revenues. Under Financial Accounting Standards Board 
Statement No. 5, a contingency is an  existing condition, situ ation, or set of circum stances involving 

15 



THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to Basic Financial Statements (Continued) 

varying degrees of uncertainty that may, through one or more related future events result in the 
acquisition or loss of an asset or th e incurrenee or avoidan ce of a liability, usually with  th e 
concurrence of a gain or loss. The resulting gain or loss is referred to as  a gain eontingeney or a loss 
contingency. A loss contingency results from the removal of the fees payable of $255,584. Th is is 
not reflected in the income statement, because doing so migh t result in recognizing expenditures 
prior to realization. 

Th e Indigent Defender Board is exposed to risks of loss in th e areas of workers' 
compensation and surety bonds. All of these risks are handled by purchasing commercial insuran ce 
coverage. Th ere have been no significan t reductions in th e insurance coverage dur ing th e year . 

(7) Litigation 

There is no litigation pending against the In digent Defender Board at December 31, 2003 
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Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Evangeline Parish, Louisiana 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
General Fund 

Year Ended December 31, 2003 
W ith Comparative Actual Am oun ts for the Year Ended December 31, 2002 

Reven ues: 
Court cost on fines an d forfeitures - 
City court 
Parish court 

Fees for indigents 
State Grant 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 

Current - 

General government - judicial 
Salaries and related benefits 
Per diem 
Offi ce  expense 
Attorn ey fees 
Professional fees 
Consulting 
In surance 
In vestigation 

Total expenditures 

Deficiency of revenues over 
expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balan ce, end of year 

2003 

18 

$23,982 
40,798 
10,119 

12~62 
87,261 

2,078 
450 

1,200 
80,900 
6,000 

Final 

$23,982 
40,798 
10,119 
12362 
87,261 

2,078 
450 

1,200 
80,900 
6,000 

3,400 3,400 

$22,133 
42,576 
9,822 

34~11 
108,542 

3,936 
1,650 
1,496 

94,547 
3,175 
3,450 
2,242 

Variance with 
Final Budget 
Positive 

(Negative) 

$ (1,849) 
1,778 

(297) 
21,649 

21~281 

(1,858) 
(1,200) 
(296) 

(13,647) 
2,825 

(3,450) 
1,158 

94,028 94,028 110,496 (16,468) 

(6,767) (6,767) (1,954) 4,813 

2002 
Actu al 

$23,981 
45,313 
10,328 
12,362 

91,984 

1,959 
450 

1,200 
81,034 
3,825 

3,384 
2,150 

94,002 

(2,018) 

16,364 

$ 7,579 $ 7,579 $12,392 $ 4,813 $14,346 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN  AUDIT OF 
FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDAN CE 

W ITH GOVE RNM ENT AUD ITING STAND ARD S 
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We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities an d the major fund of the 
Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of the Evangeline Parish Police Jury, 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003, which collectively comprise the Indigent Defender Board's 
basic financial statem ents, an d have issued our report thereon dated June 24, 2004. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of Am erica and the standards 
applicable to finan cial audits contained in Governm ent Auditin~ Standards, issued by th e Comptroller 
General of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable as suran ce about whether the Thirteenth  Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board's financial statements are free of material m isstatement, we perform ed tests of its complian ce 
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, an d grants, noncomplian ce with which could have a 
direct an d material effect on th e determination of finan cial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an  
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not 
express such an  opinion. Th e results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncomplian ce th at are required to 
be reported under Government Auditing Standards. However, we noted a certain imm aterial instance of 
noncompliance that we have reported to man agement of th e In digent Defender Board in a separate letter 
dated June 24, 2004. 

In planning an d perform ing our audit, we considered the Thirteenth Judicial DisUict Indigent 
Defender Board's internal control over finan cial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for 
the purpose of expre ssing our opinions on th e fin an cial statements and not to pro vide as sur ance on th e 
internal control over finan cial repo rting. However, we noted a certain matter involving th e intern al control 
over finan cial reporting an d its operation that we consider to be a repo rtable condition. Reportable conditions 
involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design  or operation of the 
internal control over financial repo rting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Indigent Defender 
Boar d's ability to record, process, summ arize an d report finun cial data consistent with the as sertions of 
management in the finan cial statements. The reportable condition noted is described as item number 03-1(IC) 
in th e accompanying summ ary schedule of current and prior year  audit fin dings an d corrective action plan . 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of th e internal 
control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk th at misstatements in am ounts that 
would be material in relation to the f'mancial statem ents being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
tim ely period by employees in th e normal course of perform ing th eir assign ed functions. Our consideration 
of th e intern al control over f'man cial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the intern al 
control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessar ily disclose all reportable 
conditions th at are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition 
described above is a material weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of m an agement of the Thirteenth  Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone oth er than th is 
specified party. However, this re port is a matter of public record an d its distribution is not limited. 

Ville Platte, Louisian a 
June 24, 2004 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 
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During our audit of the financial statements of th e Thirteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board for the year ended December 31, 2003, we noted an  area in which the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the operations of the Indigent Defender Board could be improved. 

In order to comply with the requirements of LSA-RS 39:1311 of th e Louisian a 
Local Government Budget Act, the budget should be am ended when actual expenditures 
exceed budgeted expenditures by more than  five percent. 


