
 



 



 



Dr. Louis Cataldie 
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W e have audited the accompan ying basic financial statements of the East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Office, a 
co mponent unit of the City-Parish of Baton Rouge, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 2003. These basic 
financial statemen ts are th e responsibility of th e East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Office. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these general purpose fin ancial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our  audit in accordance with auditing standards and th e standards gen erally ~w.eepted  in the United 
States of ~ aeriea: applicable to finaneial audits co ntained in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan  and perform th e audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about wheth er th e financial statem ents are free of material m isstatem en t. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, eviden ce suppmling the amounts and disclosures in the fman eial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing th e accoun ting principles used and the significant estima tes made by man agem en t, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statem en t presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable bas is for our 
opinion. 

In our opinion, th e finan cial statements re ferred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of 
the Eas t Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Office, as of December 31, 2003, and the results of its operations for the year 
then  en ded in conformity with acco unting principles gen erally accepted in th e United States of Am erica. 

Th e M an agemen t' s Discussion an d Analysis on pages 1 through 6 an d the Budgetary Comparison schedule on page 24 
is not a required part of the basic financial statem en ts but is supplemen tary information required by the Governmen tal 
Accoun ting Standards Board. W e have applied  certain lim ited  procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of 
management regarding the methods of measurement an d presentation of the supplem en tary information. However, we 
did not audit th e inform ation an d express no opinion on it. 

In acco rdance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued  a report dated  June 15, 2004, on our  
consideration of the East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Offi ce internal co ntro l over fin ancial reporting an d on our  tests 
of its compliance with certain pre visions of laws, regulations, contracts, an d grants. That report is an  integral part of an  
audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing Standa rds and should be read in conjun ction with this report 
in considering the results of our  audit. 

June 15, 2004 
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Dr. Louis Cataldie 
East Baton parish Coroner 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

In planning an d performing our audit, we considered the East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Offi ce intern al control 
over financial reporting in order to determine our  auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
finan cial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over fin ancial mpolting. However, we noted 
certain matters involving the internal centre  1 over financial rep orting an d its operation that we consider to be reportable 
conditions. Rep ortable conditions involve matters coming to our  attention relating to significant deficiencies in the 
design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Offi ce ability to record, process, summarize, an d report financial data consistent with 
the assertions  of managem ent in the financial statements. A reportable condition is described  in the accompanying 
scbe dule of findings an d questioned costs as item 03-1. 
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This section of the Coroner's annual financial report presents our discussion and analysis of the Coroner's financial 
performance during the fiscal year that ended on December 31,2003. Please read it in conjunction with the transmittal 
letter at the front of this wport and the Coroner's financial statements, which follow this section. 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

~ The Coroner's total net assets decreased by $52,779 over the course of this year's operations. 
~ During the year, theCoroner'sexpenseswere$52,779morethan the$803,661 in revenues for governmental 

pro gram s. 
~ The total cost of the Coroner's programs was $856,440; an increase of approximately $118,995. 
~ Th e coroner's gen eral fund reported a loss this year of $52,779. 

OVERVIEW  OF THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Th is annual report consists of four parts~ management's discussion and analysis (this section), the basic financial 
statem ents, required supplem entary information, and an optional section that presents combining statemen ts for 
nonmajor governmen tal funds and internal service funds. Th e basic financial statem en ts include two kinds of 
statem en ts that presen t different views of the Coroner:. 

~ The ftrst two statements are government-wide financial statem en ts that provide both long-term an d short-term 
inform ation abo ut the Coro ner's overall financial status. 

~ Th e remaining statem ents are fund financial statem ents th at focus on individual parts of the Coro ner 
governm en t, reporting the Coro ner 's operations in more detail than th e governmen t-wide statem en ts. 

~ Th e governm en tal funds statem en ts tell how gen eral government services, like public safety, were 
fin an ced in the short term as  weU as what rem ains for future spending. 

The fin an cial statem ents also include notes that explain some of the information in the financial statem en ts and provide 
more detailed  data. Th e statemen ts are followed by a section of required supplem entary inform ation that further 
explains an d supports the information in the fin an cial statem ents. Figure A- 1 shows how the required parts of this 
annual report are arranged  an d relate to one an other. 

Figure A- 1 summarizes the major features of the Coroner's financial statem ents, including the portion of the Coroner's 
government they cover  and the types of inform ation they contain. Th e remainder of this overview  section of 
man agem ent's discussion an d analysis explains the structure of contents of each of the statem en ts. 
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EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE 

M ANAGEM ENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

Figure A-1 
Major Features of Coroner's Government and Fun d Financial Statements 

Government-wide 
Statem ents 

Scope Entire Coroner governm ent 

Required financial statem ents 

Accounting basis and 
m easmem ents focus 

Type of asset/liability information 

Type of inflow/outflow 
in form ation 

* Statem ent of net assets 
* Statem ent of activities 

Accrual accounting an d 
econom ic reso urc es focus 

All assets and liabilities, both 
finan cial and capital, an d 
short-term  an d long-term  

Al l reven ues an d expenses 
during year, regardless of 
when  cash is received or paid 
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Fund Statem en ts 

Governmen tal F~nds 

The activities of th e Coroner that 
are not pro prietary or fiduciary, 
such as public safety. 

* Balan ce Sheet 
~ Statem en t of revenues, 

expen ditures, and changes in 
fund balances 

M odified accrual accountin g an d 
current financial resources focus 

Only assets expected to be used  up 
and liabilities that come due during 
the year or soon th ereafter; no 
capital assets included 

Revenues for which cash is 
received during or soon after the 
end of th e year; expen ditures when 
goods or services have been 
received an d paym en ts are due 
during the year or soon thereafter 



Governm ent-wide Statem ents 

The government-wide statemen ts report information about the Coroner as a whole using accounting methods similar to 
those used by private-sector companies. The statemen t of net assets includes all of the governm en t's assets and 
liabilities. All of the current year's revenues and expenses are accounted for in the statem en t of activities regardless of 
when cash is received or paid. 

The two governm ent-wide statemen ts report the Coroner's net assets and how they have changed. Net as sets--the 
difference between th e Coroner's assets an d liabilities---is one way to measure the Coroner 's financial health, or 
position. 

~ Over tim e, increases or decreases in the Coroner's net assets are an indicator of whether its financial health is 
im proving or deteriorating. 

~ To assess the overall health of the Coroner you need to consider additional financial factors such as maters 
which affect the City/Parish of Baton Rouge. 

The govern ment-wi de financial statem ents of the Coroner are divided into three categories: 

~ Governmental activities--all of the Coroner 's basic services are included here 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

Th e fund fmun cial statements provide more detailed inform ation abo ut the Coroner's m ost significant fundo~ not the 
Coroner as a whole. Funds are accounting devices that the Coroner uses to keep track of specific sources of funding 
an o spco Om g Ior parttcular purposes. 

~ Presen tly, only Gen eral Fun d is required by the Coro ner. 

The Coroner has two kinds of funds: 

~ Governmen tal fund~ dvlost of the Coro ner's bas ic services are included in governm ental funds, which focus 

on (1) how cash and other financial assets that can readily be converted to cash flow in and out and (2) the 
balances lel~ at year-end that a~  available for spen ding. Consequently, the governm ental fu nds statem ents 
provide a detailed  short-term view that helps you determine whether there are more or fewer finan cial 
resources that can be spen t in the near future to finance the Coroner 's pro gram s. Because this information 
does not en compass the additional long-term  focus of the governm ent-wide statem en ts, we pro vide additional 
information at the bottom of the governmen tal funds  statement, or on the subsequent page, that explains the 
relationship (or differences) between  them. 
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EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH CORONER 'S OFFICE 

M ANAGEM ENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

Decem ber 31. 2003 

FINAN CIAL AN AL YSIS OF THE CORONER AS A W H OLE 

N et assets, 

Table K-1 
Coroner's Net Assets 

Governm ental 
Activities 

2003 2002 
Current and other assets $79,246 $63,560 
Capital as sets 50,508 57,709 

Total assets 129,754 $121,269 

Current liabilities 42,898 7,359 
Noneurran t liabilities 50,755 40,048 

Total Habilities $93,653 $47,407 

Net assets 
Invested in capital assets, 
net of related debt 50,508 57,709 
Unrestricted  (14,407) 16,153 
Total net assets $36,101 $73,862 

Changes in net assets. The Coroner's total revenues increased by $46,436 to $803,661 (See Table A-2.) 
Approxim ately 87 percent of the Coroner's revenue comes from ap propriations from the City of Baton Rouge/Parish of 
East Baton Rouge. 

Th e total cost of all pro grams and services increased $18,995 or 16.1 percen t. Th e Coroner's expenses cover all 
services perform ed by its office. 
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Governm ental Activities 

Reven ues for the Coroner's governmental activities increased 8.6 percent, while total expenses increased only 3.2 
percent. 

Table A-2 
Changes in Coroner's Net Assets 

R evenues 
Program  revenues 

Charges for services 
City grants 
Total revenues 

Expenses 
Gen era2 governm en t 

Total expenses 
Decrease in net assets 

Public safety 

Governmenta l Activities 
2003 2002 

$101,731 
701,930 
$803,366 

856,440 
856,440 

($52t779) 

$109,235 
647,990 
$757~225 

728,459" 
$728~459 
$28,766 

Table A-3 
Net Cost of Coroner's Go vernm enta l Activities 

Total Cost 
Of Services 

2003 
$56,440 

2002 2003 

Net Cost 
of Services 

$728,459 

FINANCIAL AN ALYSIS OF THE CORONER'S FUNDS 

2002 
$28t766 

As the Coroner completed the year, its governmen tal funds reported combined net assets of $88,880. Included in this 
year's total change in fund balance, however is an increase o f $11,411 in the net pension obligation, that will be funded 
over  a period of years. 

General Fund Budgetary Highlights 

Over  the course of the year, the Coroner revised  its budget once. 
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CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADM INISTRATION 

Capital Assets 

At the end of 2003, the Coroner had invested $50,508 in capital assets. (See Table A-4.) 

Table A-4 
Coroner's Capital Assets 
(net of depreciation) 

Furniture and equipment 
Vehicles 
Total 

Governm ental Activities 
2003 2002 
13,579 
36,929 
$50~508 

ECONOM IC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR'S BUDGETS 

$24,908 
32,801 
$57,709 

The Coroner is dependent on The City of Baton Rouge for approximately 86 percent of it revenues . Th e City 
rec eives a substantial part of its reven ues from  taxes. The econom y is not expected  to generate any significan t 
growth. Th erefore, the Coroner's future reven ues are expected to be consisten t with the current years. Th e budget 
for th e 2003 year is approxim ately th e sam e as th e year 2003's budget. 

CONTACTING THE CORO NE R 'S FINAN CIAL M ANA GEM ENT  

This financial report is designed to pro vide our citizens, taxpayers, customers, an d investors an d creditors wi th a 
gen eral overview of the Coro ner's finances and to demonstrate the Coroner's accountability for the money it 
receives. If you have questions about th is report or need additional financial information, contact Dr. Louis 
Cataldie, Coroner, 222 St. Louis St., Governmen tal Building, 5t~ Floor, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
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The East Baton Parish Coroner's Offi ce determines the manner and cause of death for those cases that fall within 
its jurisdiction. Th e Coroner's Office orders autopsies mad issues death certificates. It also evaluates the mentally ill 
and the chemically depen den t and determines the appropriate action for the persons in need of the services. 

This financial report has been prepared in conformity with  GASB Statem ent No. 34, Basic FinancialStatements - 

and Management's Discussion and Analysis -for State and Local Governments, issued in June 1999. 

A. Fin andal Renortin~ Entit-v 

For fin ancial reporting purposes, in conform an ce with GASB Codification Section 2100, the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Coroner's Office (the Coroner's Offi ce) is considered a component unit of the City-Parish of 
Baton Rouge. 

As the governing authority of the pariah, for reporting purposes, the City-Pariah  of Baton Rouge is the 
firmneial reporting entity for East Baton Rouge Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the 
primary go vernment (City-Pariah), (b) organizations for which the primary government is fiuaan ially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the 
primary governmen t are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statemen ts to be 
misleading or in complete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for detemfimn" g which 
compo nent units should be considered part of the City-Pariah  of Baton Rouge for financial repo sing 
purposes . The basic criterion for including a po tential componen t unit within the reporting entity is financial 
aeeountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. 
This criteria includes: 

1. Appo inting a voting majority o f an  organization's governing body, and 

a. Th e ability of the City-Parish to impo se its will on that organization and/or 

b. The po tential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose spen ifle 
finan cial burdens on the City-Pariah . 



continued) 

(eanfiuued) 

2. O~ mizations for which the City-Parish does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the 
City-Parish. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity's financial statements would be misleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the City-Parish provides a significant m ount of financial revenues, the coroner' s offi ce was determined 
to be a component unit of the City-Parish  of Baton Rouge, the financial reposing en tity. The accompanying 
financial statemen ts present in form ation only on th e funds maintained by th e Coroner  and do not present 
inform ation on the City-Parish , the gen eral governmen t services provided by that governmen tal unit, or the other 
gove~zmen tal units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

B. Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Coro ner 's Offi ce are organized  on the basis of fimds an d account groups, ea ch of which is 
considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are acco unted for with a separate set of 
self-balancing acco unts that co mprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, reven ues, and expen ditures. Revenues 
are accoun ted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spen t and the means 
by which sp ending activities are controged. Th e funds  presented in the financial statem en ts are des cribed as 
follow s: 

Gen eral Fund - The general fund accoun ts for all operatien s of the coroner's office 

Capital assets are recorded in the GW FS, but are not rep orted in the FFS. All capital assets are depreeiet~l using 
the straight-line method over th eir es tim ated  usefu l lives. Since surplus assets are sold for an  imm etgr~  amount 
when dec lared as no longer  needed by the Coroner, no salvage value is taken  into consideration for dep reciation 
purposes . Usefu l lives vary flora  5 to 7 years. 
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The GW FS were prepared using the economic resouree s measurem ent focus and the accrual basis of 
accounting. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, as sets and liabilities re sulting from exchange or exchange- 
like transactions are recognized when the exchange occurs (regardless of when  cash is received  or disbursed). 
Reven ues, ex penses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting from non-exchange transactions are 
recognized in acoordanec with the requirements of GASB No. 3 3, Accounting and FinancialReportingfor 
Non-exchange transactions. 

Program reven ues included in the Statement of Activities derive directly from parties outside the 
Coroner's taxpayers or citizenry, as a whole; program  reven ues reduce the cost of the function to be 
fins need  from the Coroner's general revenues. 

Th e accoun ting and financial rep orting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement 
foeus. All governmen tal funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. 
W ith this measurem en t focus, only current as sets an d current liabilities gen erally are included  on the 
balan ee sheet. Operating statements of these lands present increases (i.e., reven ues and other finan cing 
sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Governm en tal and Agen cy Funds are accoun ted for on the m odified  accrual bas is of accoun ting. Under 
this basis of accounting, revenues are recognized  in the accoun ting period in whieli they become 
susceptible to accrual - that is, when they beco me mea surable an d available to pay current period 
liabilities. Commissions  on fines and bond forfeitures are reported in the year th ey are co llec ted  by the 
tax co llector. Grants and state appropriations are recorded when  the Coroner is en titled to the funds. 
Interest income on investments is recorded  when  earned . Substantially all other  reven ues  are record ed  
when received . 

Expenditures are gen erally recognized under  the modified accrual basis of acco un ting when  the related  
fund liability is incurred. Costs of accumulated  un paid vacation, sick leave and other employee benefit 
amounts are reported  in the period due an d payable rather than the period earned by employees, an d 
gen eral long-term obligations principal an d interest paymen ts are reco gnized only when  due. 

Transfers between funds that are not expec ted to be repaid are acco un ted  for as  other financing sources. 
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(continued) 

The Coroner's Office follows these pro cedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in th e financial 
statem ents: 

1. The Coro ner's Office prepares operating budgets for the general fund at least fifteen da ys prior to the 
comm encem en t of the budgetary fiscal year. Th e operating budget includes proposed expenditmcs an d 
th e m eans of finan cing them for th e upcoming year. 

2. The budgets are available for public inspection for a fifteen da y period prior to a public hearing held to 
obtain taxpayer comm ent. 

3. The budgets are adopted at the public hearing an d are authorized for implemen tation on the first da y of 
the fiscal year. 

4. The budgets are prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted  accounting principles (GAAP). 

5. The budgets may be revised during the year as estim ates regarding revenues an d expen ditures ehmnge. 

6. Appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

F. Cash 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits and interest-bearing demand dep osits. Under state law, the 



A summ ary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Equipm ent 
Dep re ciation 

Balance 
Dec ember 31, 

2002 Additions 
$ 131,297 $ 8,454 
( 73.558) (,, 15,6~5) 

Deletions 
(S ) 

Balance 
December 31, 

2003 
$ 139,751 
( 89,21_3) 

The East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Offi ce employees are members of the City of Baton Rouge, Parish of East 
Baton Rouge Employees' Retirement System. This system operates under the supervision of a seven mem ber 
board of tm stes s indepen dent from the City-Parish governm en t. 

Plan Description. Th e CPERS provides retirement ben efits as well as disability and survivor benefits. 
Ben efits are established and am en ded by state statute. The CPERS issues a publiety available financial 
repo rt that includes finan cial statements and required supplemen tary information for the CPERS. That repo rt 
may be obtained by writing to the City of Baton Rouge, Parish of East Baton Rouge Employees' Retiremen t 
System, P. O. Box 1471, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802, or by calling (225) 389-3272. 

Retirement System for 10 years (Ordinance 10779). Benefit payments are classified into two distinct 
categories: full rethement an d minim~un eligibility ben efits. The service requirements an d ben efits granted  
for each category are: 

1. Full retiremen t ben efits- 
a. Granted with 25 years of service regardless of age. 
b. Def'med  as  3%  of avera ge compensation times the num ber of years of service . 

Average compensation is determined by the highest average compensation in 36 successive months. In the 
ease of interrupted serviee, the periods immediately before an d aRer the interruption may be joined  to 
produce 36 successive m onths. Ben efits paid to em ployees shall not exceed 90%  of average compen sation. 
Benefits are reduced  by 3%  for each year below age 55, if service is less th an  25 years. 

Funding Policy. Plan mem bers are required to contribute 8.00 percen t oftheir armual covered  salary and the 
Coroner is required to en ntribute at an actuarially determined rate. Th e rate in effect during 2003 was 13.85 
pe rcen t of annual covered payroll. M ember contributions an d em ployer contributions for the CPERS are 
established  by the M etropolitan Coun cil of the City-Parish an d are based  upon actuarial studies . 
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4. 

A . 

(continued) 

(continued) 

The following inform ation regarding the Retirement System 's net pension obligation is based on the December 31 
2003, actuadal valuation: 

Annual required contributions 
Interest on net pension obligation 
Adjustment to annual required contribution 
Annual pension cost 

Contributions m ade 

Inercase (decrease) in net pension obligation 

Net pension obligation beginning of year 
Net pension obligation end of year 

$ 45,641 
3,076 
(2,936) 
45,781 

33.480 
12,301 

38,454 

$ 50,755 

The annual required contribution for the current year was determ ined as part of the December 3 I, 2003, actuarial 
valuation using the Entry Age Normal Actuarial Cost M eth od with Unfunded  Actuarial Accrued Liability. This 
m ethod com pares th e th eoretical re serve for service prior to the valuation date to plan assets. W ith  this m ethod, the 

actuarial present value of the projected benefits of each individual included in an actuarial valuation is allocated on 
a level basis over both the earnings and service of the individual between entry age (date of membership in the 
system) an d assumed exit age. 

Trend Information for the Coro ner of the Nineteenth  Judicial District Defined-Ben efit 
Pension Plan  for M em bers Enrolled  in the City of Baton Rouge an d 

Parish of East Baton Rouge EmployeeS' Retiremen t System  

Fiscal year 
Ending 
12/31/03 
12/31/02 
12/31/01 

Annual Pension 
CoX (APC) 
$ 45,781 
$ 38,378 
$ 31,199 

percen tage of 
APC Contributed 

73.1%  
70.3%  
86.7%  

N et Pen sion 
Ob~gation 
$ 50,755 
$ 38,454 
$ 27,043 



 



 



SUM M ARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

I. The auditor's report expressed an unqualified opinion on the finan cial statements of East Baton Rouge Coroner's 
Office. 

2. One reportable condition disclosed during the audit of the finan cinl statem~ats is reported in the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Coroner's Office. 

3. No instances o f noncompliance material to the financial statem ents o f East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner's Office, 
were disclosed during the audit. 

FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

REPORTABLE CONDITION S 

03-1 Segregation of Duties 
Condition: The performance of accounting procedures is limited to a small number of people. 

Criteria: Lrlternal controls should be in place that provides reasonable assurance that financial transactions are 
properly accounted  for. Segregation of duties am ong accounting staff. is an integral part of intern al controls. 

Effect:. Th ere is insufficient segregation of duties within the accounting staff. 

Recommendation: No action is recomm en ded. It would not be cost effec tive. 

Response: W e concur with the recomm endation. It would not be cost effective to increase the size of our staffto 
achieve effective segrega tion of duties. 

COM PLIANCE 

None 


