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INDEPENDENT AUDITO R 'S REPORT 

Judges of the Court 
Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

Phone: (504) 227-2280 
Fax: (504) 227-2290 

I have audited the accompanying general-purpose finan cial statem ents of Juvenile 
Court for the Parish of Jefferson, a component unit of Jefferson Parish, as of 
December 31, 2003, and for the year then ended. These general-purpose finan cial 
statem ents are the responsibility of th e Juvenile Court for th e Par ish of Jefferson's 
m an agem ent. M y responsibility is to express an  opini on on these general-purpose 
finan cial statements bas ed on my audit. 

I conducted  my audit in accordan ce with generally accepted auditing stan dards 
generally ac cepted  in the United States of Am erica an d th e standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e 
Com ptroller General of the Uni ted States. Those stan dards require that I plan  an d 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable as suran ce about whether th e general- 
purpose f'man cial statements are flee of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence supportin g th e am ounts an d disclosures in th e 
fmancial statem ents. An audit also includes as sessing th e accounting principles 
used and significan t estim ates made by man agem ent, as well as evaluating th e 
overall finan cial statem ent presentation. I believe that my audit provides a 
reas onable bas is for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general-purpose fman cial statements referred to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the finan cial position of Juvenile Court for th e 
Parish of Jefferson as of Decem ber 31, 2003, an d th e results of its operations for 
th e year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 
generally ac cepted  in th e United States of Am erica. 

In  accordance with Government Auditing Standards , I have also issued m y report 
dated  June 21, 2004 on m y consideration of the Court's intern al control over 
finan cial rep orting and m y tests of its complian ce with  certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and gran ts. That rep ort is an integr al part of an  audit 
perform ed in accordan ce with  Government Auditing Standa rds an d should be read 

in conjun ction with this report in considering the results of my audit. 



The m anagcm en t's discussion and an alysis and budgetary comparison information on pages 3 
through 7 and pages 28 through 30, are not a required part of the basic financial statem ents but 
are supplemen tary information req uired  by accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica. I have applied certain lim ited  proced ures, which consisted principally 
of inquires of m anagem ent regardin g th e m ethods of m easurem ent an d presentation of th e 
supplementary inform ation. However, I did not audit the inform ation an d express no opinion on 
it. 

M y audit was  conducted for the purpose of form ing opinions on th e finan cial statem en ts th at 
collec tively comprise the Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson general-purpose finan cial 

statements. The combining and individual non-major fund financial statements are presented for 
purposes of additional an alysis an d are not required part of th e basic finan cial statem ents. Th e 
accompan ying sched ule of expen ditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional 
an alysis as required by U.S. Office of M anagement and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, and is not a req uired part of the basic 
finan cial statements. The combining an d individual non-major fund fin an cial statements and the 
schedule of expenditures of federal awards have been subjected  to the auditing procedures 
applied  in th e audit of the general-purpose finan cial statem ents and, in our  opinion, are fairly 
stated  in all m aterial respec ts in relation to the gen eral-purpose fin an cial statem ents taken as a 
whole. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
June 21, 2004 



Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
M anagem ent Discussion and Analysis 

For th e Period Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 

As financial management of Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson (The "Court"), we 
offer readers of these fin ancial statem ents this narrative overview and analysis of the 
fin an cial activities of th e Court for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2003. This 
discussion an d an alysis is designed to assist the reader on focusing on the sign ifican t 
fin an cial issues an d activities and to identify any sign ifican t chan ges in fin ancial position. 

We encourage readers to consider the information presented here in conjunction with the 
finan cial statem ents taken as a whole. 

Financial H ighlights 

Operating income for the Court was $89,003 for the fiscal year 2003, a 45% reduction of 
the prior year due to tim ing differen ces with our spec ial revenue program s. Net incom e 
produced  an  increase in net assets of $102,262. The term "net assets" refers to the 
differen ce between  assets an d liabilities. At the close of the fiscal year 2003, th e Court 
had net assets of $2,196,997. 

O verview of th e Fin ancial Statem ents 

The finan cial statements presented  herein include all of th e activities of the Court using 
the integrated approach as  prescribed  by GASB Statem ent No. 34. 

The Governm ent-W ide Finan cial Statements present th e finan cial picture of the Court 
from the ec onom ic resources m easurem ent focus using the acc rual basis of ac counting. 
They present governm en tal ac tivities  an d business type ac tivities separately. Th ese 
statem en ts include all as sets of the Court as well as  all liabilities. Additionally, certain 
elim in ations have occurred as  pres cribed by th e statem en t in regards to interfund activity, 
payab les an d rec eivables. 

Th e Fund Finan cial Statem ents include statements for each of the three categories of 
activities-- governmental, business-type an d fiduciary. The governm ental ac tivities are 
prepar ed using th e current finan cial resources m eas ur em ent focus an d m odified  ac crual 
bas is of accountin g. The business-type ac tivities are prepared using the econom ic 
reso urces m eas urement focus an d th e ac cru al basis of accoun ting. The Court has  no 
bus iness-type ac tivities. The fiduciary ac tivities ar e agency funds, which only report a 
balan ce sheet an d do not have a meas urement focus. Rec onciliation of th e Fun d Finan cial 
Statem ents to the Go vernm ent-W ide Financial Statem ents is provided to explain the 
differences created by the integrated ap proach. 



Juvenile Court for the Palish of Jefferson 
M anagem ent Discussion and A nalysis 

For the Period Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 

Governm ent-W ide Financial Statem ents 

The Statem ent of Net Assets and the Statem ent of Activities and Changes in Net 
A ssets 

The Statem ent of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities an d Changes in Net Assets 
report information about the Court as a whole and about its activities. Th ese statements 
include all as sets and liabilities of the Court using the accrual bas is of accounting, which 
is sim ilar to th e ac counting used by m ost private-sector companies. All of th e current 
year 's revenues an d expenses are taken into account regardless of when cash is received 
or paid. 

Th ese two statements report the Court's net as sets and chan ges in them . Net as sets are th e 
difference betw een as sets an d liabilities, which is one w ay to m eas ure the Court's 
financial health, or fin ancial position. Over time, increas es or decreases in the Court's net 
as sets are one indicator of wheth er its financial health is improving or deteriorating. 

In the Statem ent of Net Assets an d th e Statement of Activities an d Changes in Net 
Assets, we separ ate the Court activities as  follows: 

Governm ental ac tivitie-~---M ost of th e Court's basic services are reported in th is category, 
including the General Governm en t, Judicial Expense, Drug Court, Truancy Assessm ent 
Center , FIN S Assistance Program , an d CASA Progr am . Parish appropriations, court 
co sts, interest income, and state an d federal gr an ts finance these activities. 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

The fund financial statem ents provide detailed  inform ation about th e most significan t 
funds-not th e Court as a whole. Som e funds are required  to be established  by State law 
an d by bond covenan ts. However, man agement establishes m an y other funds  to help it 
control and m an age m oney for particular purposes or to show that it is m eeting legal 
respo nsibilities for using gr ants an d oth er m oney. 

Governm ental Fun ds  
Th e Court's bas ic services are reported in govern m ental funds, which focus on how 
money flows into an d out of those funds and the balan ces left at year-end that are 
available for spending. These funds are reported using an  accounting method called 
modified accrual ac coun ting, which measures cash an d all other financial as sets that can 
readily be converted to cas h. Th e governm ental fund statem ents provide a detailed  short- 
term  view of th e Court's gener al governm en t operations an d the bas ic services it 
pro vides. Governm ental fund inform ation helps determ ine whether there are more or 
fewer financial resources that can be spent in the near future to fin an ce the Court's 
progr am s. Th e differences of results in the Governm ental fund finan cial statements to 



Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
M anagem ent Discussion an d Analysis 

For the Period Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 

those in the Governm ent-W ide fin ancial statements are explained in a reconciliation 
sched ule followin g eac h Governm ental Fund financial statem ent. 

Fidueiarv Funds 
The Court's fiduciary activities are reported  in separate Statem ents of Fiduciary Net 
Assets. W e exclude these activities from  the Court's other financial statem ents because 
the Court cannot use th ese assets to finance its operations. The Court is responsible for 
ensuring th at th e assets reported  in th ese funds are used for th eir intended  purposes. 

Notes to th e Finan cial Statem ents 
Th e notes provide additional inform ation th at is essen tial to a full un derstanding of the 
data provided  in the Governm ent-W ide an d Fun d financial statem ents. 

O th er Inform ation 
In addition to th e basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also 
presents certain required  supplem entary information concern ing th e Court's budgetary 

comparison schedules for the general fund an d each major special revenue fund. 

FIn ancial Analysis 

Net assets m ay serve, over time, as  a usefu l indicator of a governm ent's finan cial 
position. In the case of the Court, as sets exceed liabilities by $2,196,997 at the close of 
the most recent fiscal year. Th e Court's total net as sets changed from a year ago, 
increas ing from $2,094,735 to $2,196,997. In comparison to last year's net assets, which 
increas ed  by $213,670. Th e reduction is due to timing differences with our special 
re venue program s. 

Th e largest po rtion of th e Court's net as sets reflect its investm ent in the Louisian a A sset 
M an agement Pool (LAMP) of $1,226,954 at the close of the most recent fiscal year an  
increase of $88,259 or 7.75%. The increase in the LAM P ac count was due to an  increase 
in our  Support Enforcem ent Revenue from increas ed  cas e paym en ts. Th e second largest 
portion of the Court's net as sets is reflected in its investment in capital as sets of 
$765,765, which is used  in the daily operation of Court activity. 

Our  an alysis below will focus on key elements of the total governm ental funds for 2003 
an d 2002 years. 



Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
M anagem ent Discussion and Analysis 

For th e Period Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 

Juvenile Court for th e Parish of Jeffers on 
Net Assets 

2003 2002 

Current and Other Assets 
Capital Assets 

Total Assets 

Current Liabilities 
Bond Deposits 

Total Liabilities 

N et A ssets: 
lnvesUnen t in Cap ital Assets, 
net of related debt 
Restricted 
Unrestricted 

Total Net Assets 

$1,555,891 
$ 765,765 
$2,321,656 

$ 99,609 
$ 25,050 
$ 124,659 

$ 765,765 
$1,431,232 

-0- 

$2,196,997 

$1,492,983 
$ 793,886 
$2,286,869 

$ 174,134 
$ 18,000 
$ 192,134 

$ 793,886 
$1,300,849 

-0- 

$2,094~735 

The Total Net Assets of the funds maintained by the Court's governm ental activities 
increased  by $102,262 or 4.88% . The Restricted Net Assets increased by $130,383 from 
$1,300,849 as of December 31, 2002 to $1,431,232. 

Juvenile Court for th e Parish of Jeffers on 
Change in Net A ssets 

2003 2002 

Operating Revenues $4,441,132 
Operating Expenses $4,352,129 

Income from Operations $ 89,003 

Non-operating Revenues 

Change in Net A ssets 

Net assets, beginning of year 

$ 13,259 

$ 102,262 

$2,094,735 

$2,196,997 

$4,007,354 
$3,809,917 
$ 197,437 

$ 16,233 

$ 213,670 

$1,881,065 

$2,094,735 

For the funds maintained by the Court, total revenues increased  by $433,778 or 10.8% 
from total revenues in 2002 of $4,007,354 to total revenues of $4,44 1,132 in 2003. 



Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
M anagem ent Discussion and Analysis 

For the Period Ending Decem ber 31, 2003 

Budgetary H ighlights 
The original budget adopted by the Judicial Expense Fund was am ended several tim es 
during the fiscal year for changes in various operating and administrative expenditures 
nece ssary for the operation of the Court. The favorable varian ce in th e Judicial Expense 
Fund was m ainly attributable to accruals in co urt costs. The original budget ad opted 
included a cooperative endeavor between the Court and the Parish of Jefferson of 
$95,000, of which $60,619 was subsequently returned to the Parish during 2004. The 
budget was  not am ended to reflac t this change. Therefore, an  unfavorable varian ce 
approxim ating this am oun t exists in th e Truancy Assessm ent Services Center Fun d. 

C apital Assets 
The Court's investment in capital assets am oun ts to $765,765, net of accumulated 
depreciation, as of December 31, 2003. Capital as sets include building improvem ents, 
equipment, and furniture. Major capital asset events during the current fiscal year 
included  the remodeling of the co urthouse, the purchas e of new office furniture an d 
computer upgrades. The Court is not responsible for any in frastructure. 

Econom ic Factors and Next Year's Budgets 
Th e Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court expects to have a reduction in th e General Fund 
alloc ation from  Jefferson Parish due to a reduction in sales tax collections. The Parish 

allocated  funding pays for the majority of the Court's personnel costs. As a result, the 
Court m ay be required  to cover more of the operating an d personnel costs th an  ever 
before. 

The State of Louisian a has spent all of the Temporary Assistance to Need y Fam ilies 
(TANF) Surplus Fun ding, which funds the Drug Court an d Truancy Assessment Services 
Center (TASC) special revenue program s. Th is federal funding is expected to end during 
th e 2004 an d 2005 fiscal period. These progr am s will be receiving a red uced allocation 
through th e State of Louisiana's Gen eral Fun d to continue the program 's operations at a 
reduced level. 

R equests for Inform ation 
This financial repo rt is designed to provide a gen eral overview of the Court's finan ces for 
all those with an  interest in its fman ce s. Questions coneeming an y of the information 
provided  in th is report or request for additional fin ancial inform ation should be ad dressed  
to Sco tt Griffith, Judicial Adm inistrator, Juven ile Court for th e Parish of Jefferson, Post 
Office  Box 1900, Harvey, Louisiana 70059. 
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Juvenile Court of Jefferson Parish 
Gretna, Louisiana 
Statem ent of Fiduciary Net Assets 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Escrowed Funds 
Bond Deposits 

Total Assets 

LIABILITIES 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 

Tota l Liabilities 

Support 
Enforcement 

Fund 

$ 
52 

6,622 

Fees and 
Assessm ents 

Fund 

$ 

$ 
52 

6.622 

$ $ $ 

$ $ 

$ 6,674 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

$ 

$ 

$ 6,674 



Juvenile Court of Jefferson Parish 
Gretna, Louisiana 
Statem ent of Changes in Fiduciary Net Assets 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

ADDITIONS 
Deposits: 
Support payments 
Other 
Fines collected 
Fees collected  
Other adjustments 

DEDUCTIONS 
Deposits settled to: 
Litigants 
Juvenile Court Judicial Expense Fund 
Other  agencies  
Other adjustments 

Support 
Enforcement 

Fund 

Fees and 
Assessm ents 

Fund 

$ 1,692,895 $ $ 1,692,895 
93,659 3,906 97,565 

24,870 24,870 
16,446 199,999 216,445 

$ 1,803,000 $ 228,775 $ 2,031,775 

Net Assets - Beginning 
Net Assets - Ending 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

$ 228,775 

$ 8,195 
$ 6,874 

11 



 

| 

| 

,,,~,, 





JU VENILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
STATE OF LOUISIAN A 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
December 31, 2003 

NO TE A - SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING  PO LICIES 

The significant accounting policies of Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson are described 
below . 

Reporting Entity 
Th e Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson (the Court) was established  by Act 110 of the 
Extraordinary Session of the 1958 Legislature. Th ere are presently three divisions in the Court 

(Divisions A, B, and C). Th e Court is of limited jurisdiction with exclusive original jurisdiction 
over certain proceed ings involving children and adults as set forth in the Louisian a Childr en's 

Code. Th e Court's geographic jurisdiction co nsists of the Parish of Jefferson. 

GASB Statement 14 established  criteria for determ ining th e governm en tal reporting entity an d 
component units th at should be included with in th e reporting entity. For financial reporting 
purposes, in co nform ity with  GASB Statem ent 14, th e financial statem ents of th e Court include 
all funds an d accoun t groups that are with in th e oversight responsibility of th e Court. 

Th e three judges of the Court are indepen dently elected officials and are legally indep endent of 
th e governm ent of Jefferso n Parish. Under the provisions of GASB Statement 14, the Court 
reports as  a component unit of Jefferson Parish, as  the Court is fiscally dep endent on the Parish 
for determination and approval of a substantial portion of the Court's budget and funding. 

Governm ent-wide Financial Statem ents 
The government-wide finan cial statemen ts include the statem ent of net assets an d th e statem ent 
of ac tivities. These statements report financial inform ation for the Court as  a whole excluding 
fiduciary activities such as agen cy funds. Individual funds are not displayed , but th e statem ents 
distinguish governm en tal activities, generally supported  by th e Parish of Jefferson's gen eral 
revenues, from busines s-type ac tivities, generally fin an ced in whole

, or in part with fees charged 
to extern al cus tom ers. 

Th e statement of activities reports expenses of a given function offset by program revenues 
direc tly co nnec ted with the functional program . A function is an as sembly of sim ilar ac tivities 
an d m ay include portions of a fund or summ arize m ore than one fund to capture the expenses 
and program  revenues as sociated with a distinct fun ctional activity. Progr am  revenues  include: 
(1) charges for services which report fees, fin es, an d forfeitures, and other charges to the users of 
the Court's services; (2) operating grants and contributions which finan ce annual operating 
activities, including restricted investment income; and (3) capital gran ts and contributions which 

14 



JU VENILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

fund the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation of capital assets and include fees to 

developers. These revenues are subject to externally imposed restrictions to these program uses. 
Taxes and other revenue sources not properly included  with program revenues are reported as 
general revenues. 

Fund A ccounting 
Fund financial statements are provided for governmental an d fiduciary funds 

The fund classifications and a description of each existing fund type follow : 

Governmental Funds 
Governm ental funds ac coun t for most of the Court's general activities, including the collection 
or disbursem ent of specific or legally restrieted monies, th e acquisition or construction of general 
fixed  as sets, and, as applicable, the servicing of general long-term obligations. Govern m ental 

funds include: 

Gen eral fund - the general operating fund of an  entity, which accounts for all finan cial 
resources, except those required  to be ac counted for in other funds. Th e Court's funding 
received  from  Jefferson Parish is ac co unted for in this fund. 

Spec ial revenue funds - account for th e proceeds  of spec ific revenue so ur ces that are legally 
restricted to expenditures for spec ified purposes. The Court's Judicial Expense Fund, Drug 
Court Fund, Truan cy Assessmen t Services Center (TASC) Fun d, Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) Assistan ce Program  Fund, and Families in Need  of Services (FIN S) 
Assistance Progr am  Fun d ar e spec ial revenue funds. 

Debt service funds  - account for transactions relating to reso ur ces retained an d used for th e 
payment of principal an d interest on those long-term obligations recorded  in th e general 
long-term  debt ac coun t group. The Court has  no debt service fu nds. 

Capital projects funds - accoun t for finan cial resources received and used for the acquisition, 
construction, or im pro vement of capital fac ilities not reported in oth er governm ental funds. 

The Court has no capital projects funds. 

15 



JUVENILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Fiduciary Funds 
Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties

, including other 
governments, or on behalf of other funds within the government. Fiduciary funds include: 

Expendable trust funds - accoun ted  for in essentially the sam e m anner as govern m ent funds. 
The resources, including both principal and earnings

, may be expended . The Court has no 
expendable trust funds. 

Non-expendable trust funds - ac counted  for in essentially the sam e m anner as  proprietary 
funds (not included in these statements). The principal may not be expended . Th e Court has 
no non-expendable trust funds . 

Agency funds - ac coun t for assets held by the Court on behalf of oth ers as their agent
. 

Agen cy funds  are cus todial in nature, and do not involve m easur em ent of results of 
operations. Th e Court's Support Enforcem ent Fund an d Fees and Assessm ents Fun d ar e 
agen cy funds. 

Basis of Accounting 
Th e finan cial statements of the Court are prepared in accordan ce with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). Th e Court's reporting entity applies all relevan t Governmental 
Accounting Stan dards Board (GASB) pronouncements and applicable Finan cial Acco unting 
Standards Board (FASB) pronoun cemen ts an d Accoun ting Principles Board (APB) opinions 
issued  after N ovember 30, 1989, unless th ey conflict with GASB pronoun cem en ts. 

Th e governm ent-wide finan cial statem ents report us ing th e econom ic resour ces m eas urem ent 
focus and th e ac crual basis of ac counting generally including th e rec las sification or elim ination 
of internal ac tivity (between or within funds ). 

Governm en tal fund finan cial statem ents use the current fin an cial resources m eas ur em ent focus 
and the modified  ac crual basis of ac counting. Th e ac coun ting an d financial rep orting treatment 
applied to a fund is determ ined  by its m easur em ent focus. All governm ental funds  are acc ounted 
for us ing a current finan cial resources m eas ur ement focus. W ith  th is m eas urem ent focus, only 
current as sets and current liab ilities generally are included  on th e balan ce sheet. Oper ating 
statements of th ese funds  presen t increas es an d dec reases in net current as sets . 

16 



JUVEN ILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
STATE OF LOUISIAN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
Dec em ber 3 I, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

The modified accrual basis of acco unting is used by all governm ental fund types and agency 
funds. Under the m odified accrual bas is of accounting, revenues are recognized when 
susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans th e am ount of the transac tion can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible within 
th e current period or soon en ough th ere after to be us ed to pay liab ilities of the current period. 
The Court considers revenues to be available if th ey are co llec ted with in sixty days or the end of 
the fiscal year. Expenditures are rec orded  when the related fund liab ility is incurred. Principal 
and interest on general long-term debt are recorded as fund liabilities when due. 

Other financing sources (uses) consist of tran sfers between funds that are not expected  to be 
repaid. These other financing sources (us es) are recognized at the time the underlying events 
OCCur . 

W hen both re stricted  and unrestricted resources ar e available for use, it is th e Court's policy to 
use re stricted resour ces first, an d th en unrestxicted  resour ces as  needed . 

The Court has only direct expenses relating to each program or ac tivity and therefore no 
allocation of in direct expenses ar e deem ed nec essary. 

B udgets and Budgetaey Accounting 
The Court adopts a form al budget for its Judicial Expense spec ial revenue fund on a basis 
consistent with  generally ac cepted acco unting pn'nciples. Several am endments were m ad e to the 
Judicial Expense Fun d for the year due to sign ifican t changes to revenues received and 
expenditures incurred . 

The General Fund ac coun ts for expenditures made on th e Court's behalf by the Jefferson Parish 
Coun cil. These expenditures are budgeted  by the Council an d expen ditures are m ade at th eir 
discretion. Th ere were several am endm ents to the General Fun d budget dur ing the year due to 
th e rec las sification of monies to be expen ded. During 2003, the Parish of Jefferson paid 
$2,198,944 for administrative expenses of the Court. 

Unexpended  appropriations lapse at year-en d. The Court does not utilize encumbrance 
ac countin g. 



JU VEN ILE COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
STATE OF LOUISIAN A 

N OTES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM EN TS 
December 31, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Cash and Cash Equivalents and Investm ents 
Cash includes am ounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, an d money m arket 
accounts. Cas h equivalents include am oun ts in tim e deposits and those investments with original 
m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the Court m ay deposit funds in dem an d dep osits, 
interest-beating demand deposits, money market accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks 
organized under Louisiana law an d national banks having their principal offices in Louisian a. 

Under state law, th e Court m ay invest in United  States bonds, treas ury notes, or certificates. 
These are clas sified as  investments if th eir original m aturities exceed  90 days; however, if the 
original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cas h eq uivalents. Investm ents are 
stated at cost, which approximates fair value. 

Fixed Assets and D epreeiaffon 
The Court's property, plan t, and equipm ent with useful lives of more th an  one year ar e stated  at 
historical cost and comprehensively reported in the governm ental-wide financial statem ents. 

Costs as sociated with  normal m aintenan ce and repairs th at do not add to the as set value or 
m aterially extend usefu l lives are not capitalized . Capital as sets are depreciated  using the 
straight-line m ethod. W hen the capital as sets are disposed, the cost an d ap plicable ac cum ulated 
deprec iation ar e rem oved  from th e respec tive accoun ts, an d the resulting gain  or loss is recorded  
in  operations. 

Estim ated  usefu l lives, in years, for deprec iable as sets are as follows: 

Buildings 
Building Im pro vements - A/C Units 
Building Im provements- Elec trical 
Land Im provem ents - Par kin g LO ts 
Furniture an d Office Equipment 
Com puter Equipm ent 

40 
20 
30 
20 
5 
5 

Compensated Absences 
Eligible employees of the Juvenile Court for th e Parish of Jefferson accrue vacation leave at 
varying rates bas ed  on their years of continuous service. Employee s hired before April 26, 1986, 
m ay carry forward a m axim um  of ninety unused vac ation da ys from one year  to th e next. 
Employees hired after April 26, 1986, may carry forw ard a max imum  of twenty days. 
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NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Employees of the Court accrue sick leave at a rate of 13 days per year. There is no lim itation on 
the am ount of sick leave th at m ay be carried forward from  one year to th e next. At th e tim e of 
retirem ent, sick leave can be co nverted into cash an d/or service credit. 

All eligible employee s' salaries are paid by the Jefferson Parish Council and accruals relating to 
vacation leave are included  in th e f'mancial statem ents of th e Coun cil. 

FundEqui~ 
The governm ental fund financial statem ents report reserved fund balan ces for am ounts not 
appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated  for a specific futur e use. Designated fund 
balan ces represent tentative plans for future use of finan cial resources. 

Interfund Transacaons 
Quasi-external tran sactions are acco unted for as reven ues or expenditures. Transactions that 
constitute reim bursem ents to a fund for expenditures initially m ade from it th at are properly 
applicable to another fund are recorded as expenditures in the reimbursing fund an d as red uctions 
of expenditures in the fund that is reim bursed. All oth er interfund transactions except quasi- 
external transac tions and reim bursem ents are reported  as transfers. Nonrecurring or nonroutine 
perm an ent tran sfers of equity are reported  as  residual eq uity transfers. All oth er interfund 
transfers are reported  as operating transfers. 

Use of Estimates 
The preparation of finan cial statemen ts in conformity with generally ac cep ted accounting 
principles req uires m an agem ent to make estim ates an d as sumptions th at affec t the reported  
am ounts of as sets and liabilities, disclosure of co ntingen t as sets an d liab ilities at th e da te of th e 
finan cial statements, an d the rep orted  am ounts of reven ues an d expenditures during th e reporting 
period. Actual results co uld differ from  th ose estim ates. 

N O TE B - CA SH  

At December 31, 2003, the carrying am oun t of the Court's deposits was $43,753, an d the bank 
balance was $221,847. The bank balan ce is categorized  as follows: 

Amoun t insured  by the FDIC, or eollateralized  
with  securities  held byth e Court's agent in th e 
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NOTE B - CASH (continued) 

Court's name (Category 1) 
Am ount eollateralized  with sec urities held by the 
pledging financial institution's trust department 
or agent in the Court's name (Category 2) 

$100,000 

$ 121,847 

Uncollateralized - includes balance th at is 
collateralized  with sec urities held by the pledging 
financial institution, but not in the Court's nam e 
(Category 3) $ -0- 

Total bank balance $ 221,847 

Under state law, these deposits must be insured by federal deposit insur ance or the pled ge of 
sec urities owned by th e fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus th e 
federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the am oun t on dep osit with th e fiscal agent. 
These sec urities are held in the nam e of the pled ging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

N O TE C - INV ESTM ENTS 

At Dec ember 31, 2003, the Court holds investments totaling $1,226,954 as follows: 

Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool (LAM P) $1,226,954 $1,226,954 

$1,226,954 $1,226,954 

In accordance with GASB Codification Sec tion 150.126, the investm ent in LAM P at December 
31, 2003, is not categorized  in three risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section 
150.125 bec ause the investment is in the pool of funds an d therefore not evidenced by sec urities 
that exist in physical or book en try form . LAM P is adm inistered by LAM P, In c., a non-profit 
corporation organized  un der the laws of the State of Louisian a. Only local governm ents having 
contracted to participate in LAM P m ay have an  investmen t interest in its pool of assets. The 
primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe en vironment for the placement of public funds in 
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Dec em ber 31, 2003 

NOTE C - INVESTM ENTS (continued) 

short-term , high-quality investm ents. The LAM P portfolio includes only securities and other 
obligations in which local governm ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest in accordance with 
LSA - R.S. 33:2955. Accordingly, LAM P investm en ts are restricted to securities issued, 
guaranteed, or backed  by th e U.S. Treasury, th e U.S. Governm en t, or one of its agencies, 
enterprises, or instrum entalities, as well as repurchas e agreem ents collateralized by th ose 
sec urities. 

Effec tive August 1,2001, LAM P's Investment Guidelines were amended  to permit the 
investm ent in governm ent-only m oney m arket funds. In its 2001 Regu lar  Session, th e Louisiana 
Legislature (Senate Bill No. 512, Act 701) enacted  LSA-R.S. 33:2955(A)(l)(h) which allows 
municipalities, parishes, school boards, an d an y other political subdivisions  of th e State to invest 
in "investm ent grade (A-I/P-I) commercial paper of domestic United States corporations." 
Effective October 1, 2001, LAM P's Investm ent Guidelines were am ended  to allow the lim ited 
in vestm ent in A-1 or A-l+ co m m ercial pap er. 

The dollar weigh ted average po rtfolio maturity of LAMP assets is restricted to not more than 90 
days, an d consists of no  securities with  m aturity in excess of 397 days. LAM P is designed to be 

high ly liquid to give its participants immediate access to their account balances. Th e 
investm ents in LAM P are stated  at fair value bas ed on quoted  m arket rates. The fair value is 
determ ined on a weekly basis by LAM P an d the value of the position in the external investm ent 
pool is th e sam e as  the value of th e pool shar es. 

LAMP, Inc. is subject to the regu latory oversigh t of the State Treasurer and the Board of 
Directors. LAM P is not registered  with the SEC as  an  investm ent compan y. 

NOTE D - FIXED ASSETS 

The following is a sum mary of chan ges in governm ental activities during th e year : 

Balan ce at Balan ce at 
Jan uary 1, Decem ber 31, 
2003 Additions  Retirem ents 2003 

Office furniture an d equipmen t $ 778,524 
Building im provem en ts 547,650 

$ 58,385 
42,913 

$15,376 
~0- 

$ 821,533 
590,563 
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NOTE D - FIXED ASSETS (continued) 

Total 

Accumulated Depreciation 

Fixed Assets, net 

$1,326,174 

$ 532,288 

$ 793,886 

$101,298 

$122,608 

($21,310) 

$ 15,376 $1,412,096 

$ 8,565 $ 646,331 

$ 6,811 $ 765,765 

Dep reciation expense for the twelve months ending December 31, 2003 totaled $122,608 

Following is a sched ule of dep reciation amounts charged to eac h function in the statement of 
activities: 

Judicial Expense $101,530 
Truancy Assessment Center $ 7,606 
CASA Program $ 10,959 
FINS Assistance Program $ 2,513 

$122,608 

NO TE E - LEASE AG REEM ENTS 

In February 2002, the Court entered  into a tw o-year operating lease agreement with Avaya 
Comm unications for an  upgr ade to its existing phone system , which provided for monthly leas e 
payments of $1,489. In October 2003, the terms of this lease were renegotiated  due to the 
expan sion of the Court building. The Court entered into a five-year operating leas e agr eem ent 
with monthly lease paym en ts of$1,911 starting in November 2003. 

NO TE F- INTERFUN D RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES 

The Court has interfimd receivables and payab les at December 31, 2003 

General fund 
Spec ial Revenue - Judicial Expense Fund 
Spec ial Revenue - Drug Court 

Due from  
oth er  funds 
$ -0- 
980,643 

-0" 

Due to 
other funds 
$ 547,620 

-0- 
226,969 
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NOTE F- INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES (continued) 

Special Revenue - TASC 
Spec ial Revenue - FIN S 
Special Revenue - CA SA 

NOTE G- PENSIO N PLANS 

-0- 61,867 
-0- 24,240 
-0- 119,947 

$ 980,643 $ 980,643 

All eligible employees oft_he Court are m embers of the Parochial Employees' Retirem ent 
System  of Louisiana, and the Employees' Retirem ent System  of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. All 
costs relating to pension contributions are paid by the Jefferson Parish Council; therefore, such 
co sts are not included in th e acco mpanying financial statem ents, but are included in th e financial 
statem ents of th e Coun cil. 

NO TE H- CO M PENSATION OF JU DGES 

The Judges of th e Court rec eive compensation from the State of Louisiana Judicial Branch, at a 
rate determ ined by state statute. As these funds are paid direc tly to th e m em bers of th e Court, the 
expenditure does not appear in these financial statements, but ap pears in the finan cial statem ents 
of th e State of Lo uisian a. 

NOTE I- CH ILD SUPPORT COURT CO STS 

The Court collec ts court costs under the provisions of the Louisiana Children 's Code, 
spec ifically LSA-Ch. C. art. 405D. Under the provisions of th is statute, effec tive July 31, 1995, 
th e Court assesses and collec ts court costs equal to 5% of all periodic child support payments 
paid through the registry of the Court. Th ese payments are made by the paying parents in 
addition to their norm al child support paym ent. Effective April 1, 2000, th is statute was  
am en ded an d req uires all child support paym en ts to be sent to one central collection addr ess in 
the State. Court costs are rem itted to the Court from the State once a month for payments m ade 
on th eir behalf. For th e year ending December 31, 2003, th e Court collected $16,547 directly 
from the court registry, and received $884,669 from the State in Child Support court costs. 
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NO TE J - DO NATED SERVICES 

The CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Program Fund of Juvenile Court is a 
spec ialized  volunteer service. Advocates focus on the best interests of the abused and neglec ted  
children with in the Juvenile Court System . The role of th e volunteer advocate is to investigate 
the facts and circum stances of the case, report the facts in written form  to th e Court, m onitor the 
child's situation an d complian ce with court orders an d services, an d ad vocate in th e child's best 
interests. The value of th ese volunteer  ser vices is computed  usin g th e average pay for th ese 
services of $I0 per hour, as determ ined  by the Pmgram Director based on various gran t 
applications through th e national organ ization of CASA . In 2003, volunteer  personnel worked  
9,188 hours on cases. At the average hour ly pay of $10.00 per hour, th is resulted in an  estim ated 
value of $91,880 for volunteer services, which is reported as operational revenue an d expense of 
th e CASA fund. 

NO TE K - FEDERAL AW ARD S 

The Court receives cost reim bursements for Juvenile Drug Court operations from th e Louisiana 
Suprem e Court, as adm in istrator of fundin g from the Division of Adm inistration of th e 
Department of Social Services. During 2003, the Court received $241,607 from the Supreme 
Court as reimbursement for pro gram costs of this am ount the Court received $208,405 of 
Temporary Assistance of Needy Families (TANF) funding. At December 31, 2003, the Juvenile 
Drug Court had listed  as a rec eivable $24,212 for co st reimbursements for expenditures made 
during 2003 of this am oun t $19,612 was for federal expenditures. 

In 2002, the Court was approved  for Temporary Assistance of Needy Families (TANF) funding 
for th e support an d expansion of th e CASA Assistan ce Progr am . Th ese funds are adm inistered  
through the State of Louisian a Supreme Court. For the fed eral fiscal year (October 1, 2002 
through  August 31, 2003) the Court was awarded funding up to $304,089. During 2002, the 
Court received $18,682 an d expended $48,455 of these funds. During 2003, the Court received  
$285,357 an d expended  $255,634 of these funds. In 2003, the Court was appro ved  for additional 
TANF funding through  the State of Louisiana Supreme Court. For the grant period (September 
15, 2003 through August 15, 2004 ) the Court was awarded funding up to $325,588. During 
2003, the Court rec eived  $65,002 an d expended $90,255 of these funds. 

Th e Court receives co st reim bursem ents for the Truan cy Assessment Services Center (TASC) 
Progr am  operations from  the Louisian a Supreme Court, as administrator of funding from th e 
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NOTE K - FEDERAL AW ARDS (continued) 

Division of Adm inistration of the Departm ent of Social Services. During 2003, the Court was 
the recipient of pass-through federal funds for th e Temporary Assistance of Needy Fam ilies 
(TANF) Block Grant for the period of July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003. Payments received 
un der this grant during 2003 were $194,647. The Court expended  $143,167 of these federal 
funds. Effective July 1, 2003, TANF Block gran t funds were adm inistered by th e School of 
Social W ork at Louisiana State University. The Court received  cost reimbursements from 
Louisiana State University for the grant period July 1, 2003 through  June 30, 2004 in the amount 
of $75,176 an d expended  $184,319. 

During 2002, th e Court was awarded  a grant as  a sub-gr an tee for th e Victim s of Fam ilies Act 
(VOCA) CFDA # 16.575 from the Lo uisiana Commission on Law Enforcement (LCLE) to 
provide for th e support an d expan sion of th e CASA As sistance Progr am in the am ount of 
$53,995. This agr eement began  November 1, 2002 an d ends on October 31, 2003. Th e 
agreem ent calls for the Court to m atch grant funds by approxim ately 20% . Paym ents received 
un der this grant during 2003 were $53,745. During 2003, the Court was awarded  an other gran t 
as  sub-grantee for VOCA thru th e I.,CLE for the additional support of the CASA Assistance 
progr am  in the am oun t of $46,292. No payments were received  un der this gr ant during 2003. 
The Court has listed  as a rec eivable, at December 31, 2003, $5,756 for cost reim bursements for 
expenditures m ade during 2003 under th is agreemen t. 

NO TE L - CO NTRA rATIO NS 

During 2003, the Court has  listed as a receivable funds from I CAN Help, Inc. in th e am oun t of 
$11,055. Th ese funds were raised by the I CAN Help organization through  fundraising events 
held during the year, such as the Drug Court Gala. Accordingly, the Court designated th ese 
funds for use by th e Juveni le Drug Court. 

During 2003, the Court was  th e recipient of a grant awarded by the Lo uisiana Supreme Court, as 
administrator, for the Fam ilies in Need  of Services (FIN S) Assistance Program. Th e gran t 
periods overlap the Court's fiscal year. These grants run from July I, 2002 through  June 30, 
2003 and July 1, 2003 through  Jun e 30, 2004. Based on budgeted information provided in the 
ap plication for FIN S funding, upon approval from th e Louisiana Suprem e Court, th e Court is 
paid a month ly subsidy to pro vide for th e adm inistration an d operation of the program . The 
Court received $70,490 un der these agreem ents during 2003. 
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N OTE M - COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEM ENTS 

On October 12, 1999, the Court entered into an agreem ent with the Parish of Jefferson for the 
developm ent, implementation, and utilization of an assessment instrument, a data collection 
process, and a Truancy an d Assessm ent Services Cen ter. Under the term s of the agreem ent, th e 
Court is to provide all necessary personnel an d supplies to ensure the implem entation of the 
assessm ent instrum ent developm ent and utilization, an d to establish TASC an d pro vide for its 
implem entation. This agreement was am ended several tim es an d the current agr eem ent perm its 
the use of these funds for broader purposes. Upon approval from  the Council, th is agr eement 
was renewed for one additional year. The Court rec eived  $95,000 under this agr eement during 
2003. However, th e Court has agreed  to refund, in 2004, $60,619 to th e Parish of Jefferson for 
m onies not expended during 2003, an d th is re fund has been rec orded as a liability to TASC as of 
the en d of the year. 

NO TE N- ECONO M IC DEPENDENCY 

Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson receives the majority of its revenues from funds 
pro vided  through th e Parish of Jefferson, an d the State of Louisiana. If significan t budget cuts 
are m ade at th e State or local level, th e amoun t of funds th e Court receives could be reduced  
significan tly, with resultant adverse impact on its operations. 

As previously stated , the Court receives fed era l and state grants to conduct the TASC, CASA, 
Drug Court, an d FIN S progr am s. Should th e amount of th ese gr an ts be substan tially reduced or 
discontinued, th e operations of th ese progr am s will be correspondingly reduced  or elim inated. 

The State of Louisiana has spent all of the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 
Surplus funding, which funds th e Drug Court, CASA, an d TASC special revenue progr am s. This 
fed eral funding is expec ted  to en d during the 2004 and 2005 fiscal period. These progr am s will 
be receiving a reduced allocation through  the State of Louisiana's General Fund to continue the 
program 's operations at a reduced level. 

The Court is aware of no plan s on the part of an y other funding sources to significantly reduce 
funding for th e year en ding Dec em ber 31, 2004. 
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NO TE O - RESERVED AND DESIGNATED FUND BALANCES 

M eeting en bane the Judges of the Court have reserved the entire fund balan ce of $679,334 of the 
General Fund for th e expan sion of th e Court building an d program  start up costs. The Judges 
meeting en ban e have also designated $751,898 of the Judicial Expense fund balan ce for the 
operations  of the Truancy Assessm ent and Serv ices Center, Dru g Court, FIN S A ssistance 
Program , CASA Progr am  an d various computer upgr ades an d th e expan sion of the Court 
buildin g. 

NO TE P - FUND BALAN CE DEFICIT 

Special Revenue Funds 
Juvenile Dru g Treatment Court Fund - Th e Drug Court's deficit in fund balance of $214,749 is a 
result of inadequate revenue to cover expenditures  m ade since its inception in 1999. 

Truancy Assessment an d Services Center - Th e TASC deficit in fund balance of $17,669 is a 
result of inadeq uate revenue to cover expenditures made during the current fiscal year. 

FIN S Assistan ce Program - The deficit in fund balan ce of $24,240 is a result of inadequate 
revenue to cover expenditures mad e during th e current fiscal year. 

CASA Pro gr am - Th e deficit in fund balan ce of $88,938 is a result of inadequate revenue to 
cover expenditures m ad e during th e current fiscal year. 

NOTE Q - COM MITMENTS 

On Febru ary 18, 2003, the Court entered into a cooperative endeavor agr eem ent with th e Parish 
of Jefferson to assist in funding the purchase by the Parish of Jefferson of th e vacant lan d 

adjacent to the Juvenile Justice Complex to enable future expan sion of the Juvenile Court as well 
as  for th e purpose of planning, developing, expan ding, constructing an d improving present an d 
fu ture detention facilities and all oth er Juvenile Services Dep artment facilities an d services for 
Jefferson Parish. Under th e term s of th e agreem ent, th e Court agreed  to pay the Parish of 
Jefferson $100,000 per year for five years beginning Jan uary 1, 2003. The Court paid the Parish 
of Jefferson $100,000 under this agreemen t for the period ending December 31, 2003. 









 

JUVENILE COURT FOR THE PARISH  OF JEFFERSON 
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARD S 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Fed eral Grantor/Pass-through Grantor/ 
Program or Cluster Title 

US Departm ent of Health and Human Services: 

Pass-through from State Department of Social Services-- 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Block Grant 

Total US Department of Health and Human Services 

US Departm ent of Justice: 

Pass-thro ugh from Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement 
an d Administration of Criminal Justice 

Total US Department of Justice 

Fed eral 
CFDA Federal M atching 
Num ber Expenditures Funds 

93.558 901,392 

$ 901,392 

16.575 51,787 

$ 51,787 

195,359 

195,359 

10,357 

10,357 

Note A : 

This schedule includes fed eral gran t activity for the Juvenile Court of Jefferson Parish and is presented 
on an ac crual basis of accounting. The information in this sched ule is pre sented in ac cordance with the 
requirements of OM B Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Pre fit Organizations. 
Therefore, som e am ounts presented in th is sched ule may differ from am ounts pre sented in, or used in 
the preparation of, the bas ic finan cial statem en ts. 
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Business 

Taxes 

Finance 

Estates 

Member: 

Louisiana Bar Association 

American Institute of 
Certified Public 
Accountants 

Louisiana Society of 
Certified Public 
Accountants 

BRIAN E. ADOaNO 
3053 Mercedes Bou/evard * First Floor 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 Phone: (504) 227-2280 
Fax: (504) 227-2290 

REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CO NTRO L O VER 
FINANCIAL  REPORTING BASED O N AN A UDIT O F FI NANCIAL 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH GO VERNM EN T 
A UDITN G STANDARD S 

Judges of the Court 
Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

I have audited the general-purpose financial statements and combining, individual 
fund an d account group financial statem ents of Juvenile Court for the Parish of 
Jefferson, a component unit of Jefferson Parish, as of an d for the year ended 
December 31, 2003, and have issued m y report th ereon dated June 21, 2004. I 
conducted  m y audit in accordan ce with auditing stan dards generally accepted in 
the United States of America an d th e standards applicable to financial audits 
contained  in Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General 
of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reas onable as surance about wheth er Juvenile Court for the 
Par ish of Jefferson's general-purpose financial statem ents ar e free of m aterial 
misstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its compliance with  certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts an d gran ts, noncomplian ce with which could have a direct 
an d m aterial affect on th e determ ination of finan cial statem ent am ounts. 
However, providing an  opinion on com plian ce with  those provisions was  not an  

objective of my audit, an d accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The 
results of m y tests disclosed  no instances of noncom plian ce th at ar e required to be 
reported  under Government Auditing Standards . 

Internal Control Over  Financial Ret~ortin~ 

In planning an d perform ing m y audit, I considered Juvenile Court for th e Parish 
of Jefferson's internal control over finan cial reporting in order to determ in e m y 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our  opinion on the general 
purpose financial statem ents an d not to provide as surance on the internal control 
over finan cial reporting. M y consideration of th e intern al control over finan cial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose ali matters in the internal control over 
finan cial reporting th at m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a 
condition in which th e design or operation of one or m ore of the in ternal control 
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components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that material misstatements in 
am ounts that would be material in relation to the general-purpose fmaneial statem ents being 
audited  may occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by an employee in th e norm al 
course of perform ing their assigned  functions. I noted no matters involving the intern al control 
over financial reporting an d its operations that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses. However, I 
noted other m atters involving th e internal control over fin ancial reporting that 1 have reported to 
th e M embers of the Court in a sep arate letter dated Jun e 21, 2004. 

This rep ort is intended  for the inform ation of the Judges of th e Court, m an agem ent, fed eral 
awarding agencies, an d the Legislative Auditor. However, under Louisiana Revised  Statute 
24:513, this rep ort is distributed  by the Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

N ew Orlean s, Lo uisiana 
Jun e 21, 2004 
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M ember: 

Louisiana Bar Association 

American Institute of 
Certified Public 
Accountants 

Louisiana Society of 
Certified  Public 
Accountants 

BRIAN E. ADORNO 
3053 Mercedes Boulevard * First Floor 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 Phone: (504) 227-2280 
Fax: (504) 227-2290 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITH RE QUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
TO EACH M AJO R PRO GRAM  AND INTERNAL CO NTRO L OVER 
COM PLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE W ITH O M B CIRCULAR A-133 

Judges of the Court 
Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

Com plian ce 
I have audited the compliance of Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson with 
th e types of compliance requirements described in th e U .S. Offi ce of M an agem ent 

and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 Complian ce Supplement that are applicable to 
each of its major federal programs for the year ending December 31, 2003. 
Juvenile Court's major federal programs are identified in the summary of 
auditor's results section of th e ac compan ying schedule of findin gs an d questioned 
costs. Complian ce w ith  the requirem ents of law s, regulations, contracts, and 

grants applicable to each of its major federal program s is the responsibility of 
Juvenile Court's m an agem ent. M y responsibility is to express an  opinion on 
Juvenile Court's complian ce based on my audit. 

I conducted  m y audit of complian ce in accordan ce with generally ac cepted 
auditing standards; th e standards applicable to fman cial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of the United 
States; an d OM B Circular  A-133, Audits of States, Local Govern m ents, an d Non- 
Profit Organ izations. Those standards an d OM B Circular A-133 require that I 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about whether 
noncomplian ce with the typ es of complian ce requirem ents referred  to above th at 
could have a direct an d material effect on a major fed eral program  occurred. An 
audit includes exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence about Juvenile Court's 
complian ce with th ose requirem ents an d perform ing such oth er procedures as I 
consider necessary in th e circum stances. I believe th at m y audit provides a 
reas onable basis for m y opinion. M y audit does not provide a legal determ ination 
on Juvenile Court's compliance with those requirements. 

In m y opinion, Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson complied , in all m aterial 
respects, with the requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its 

major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 2003. 



The m anagem ent of Juvenile Court is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective 
internal control over compliance with requirem ents of laws, re gulations, contracts, an d gran ts 
applicable to federal progr am s. In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered Juvenile 
Court's internal control over co m pliance with  re quirem ents that could have a direct an d m aterial 

effect on a major fed eral program in order to determ ine my auditing proced ures for the purpose 
of expressing my opinion on complian ce an d to test an d report on internal contro l over 
co mpliance in accordance with  OM B Circular A-133. 

M y consideration of th e internal co ntrol over complian ce would not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the internal control that m ight be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a 
condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the req uirements of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal program 
being audited  may occur  an d not be detected  with in a tim ely period by employees in a norm al 
co urse of perform ing th eir assigned  functions. I noted no matters involving internal control over 
co mplian ce an d its operation th at I consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This rep ort is intended  for the inform ation of the Judges of the Court, man agement, fed eral 
awarding agencies, an d th e Legislative Auditor an d is not intended  to be an d should not be used 
by an yone oth er than th ese specified parties. Under  Louisian a Revised Statute 24:513, th is 
report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public docum en t. 

New Orleans, Lo uisian a 
June 21, 2004 
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JUV ENILE CO URT FOR TH E PARISH O F JEFFER SO N 
SUM M ARY O F PRIO R YEAR  FIND ING S 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Section I - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

No findings had been reported. 

Section II - Intern al Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

No findings had been reported. 

Section HI - Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

Recomm endation: The Court should not use estim ating when subm itting costs for 
reim bursem ent. 

Current StaW. s: Resolved. Th e Parish of Jefferson invoices the Court m onthly for all payroll and 
related benefits to be reim bursed  by the Court. Th e Court pays th ese invoices an d th en they are 
subm itted in the cost reports sent to Louisiana CASA for reim bursem ent. 

Section IV - M anagem ent Letter 

:?002-1 dccountim, ~% stem ReDortin~ for Prot, ram Activities 

Condition: Th e Court expanded  its involvem ent in various gran t-funded progr am s for which a 
separate accounting of receipts an d expenditures is necessary to meet various agency-reporting 
requirem ents. Th e Court's curren t ac counting system  was not capable of generating specific 
reports relating to these grants or its related  program  in prior years. Th e Court upgr aded its 
autom ated  accounting system  to allow specific reporting by progr am  an d/or gr an t funding to 
assist Court m anagem ent in an alyzing specific progr am related  activity. However, the Court had 
not utilized th ese capabilities. 

Recommendation: Th e Court should use the reporting cap abilities of its accounting system  to 
assist m an agem en t in analyzin g specific pro gr am  related  ac tivity. 



JUVENILE CO URT FO R TH E PARISH O F JEFFERSON 
SUM M ARY O F PRIO R YEAR FINDINGS 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

Current Status: Resolved. The Court has upgraded its accounting softw are to allow for specific 
reporting by progr am  and/or grant funding an d m an agem ent is utilizing these rep orts in  
analyzin g spec ific program  related activity. 

Condition: Th e size of the Court's adm inistrative staff prec lude certain intern al controls th at 
would be preferred  if the office were large en ough to provide optim um segr egation of duties. The 
Assistant Judicial Adm in istrator was  responsible for han dling m uch of the Court's accounting 
functions. 

Rec omm endation: Th is situ ation dictates that th e Judge's of the Court rem ain closely involved in 

the financial affairs of the Court to provide oversigh t and independent review functions. For 
optim al segr egation of duties, an d due to the increas e in the receipt of federal funding and th e 
expansion of various gr ant-funded  pro gram s, check signing should rest solely with  th e Judicial 
Adm inistrator, Dep uty Judicial Adm inistrator or the Judges. 

Curren t Status: Partially Resolved. Th e Court has increased its adm inistrative staff'to help 
provide optim um  segr egation of duties. However, th e size of the Court's ad ministrative staff still 
preclude certain internal controls that would be preferred  if the office were large enough to 
provide optimum segregation of duties. This situation dictates that the Judge's of the Court 

remain closely involved in the financial affairs of the Court to provide oversigh t and indep endent 
review functions. Th e Court has  hired  an  ac count offi cer who is now responsible for th e 
accounting functions of the Court. The Assistant Judicial Adm inistrator is now responsible for 
all of the Court's cas h m anagemen t functions. 

Condition: Several invoices lacked approval for payment on the face of the invoice even though  
it was  likely they were properly appro ved . 

Recomm en dation: Th e Judicial Adm inistrator should indicate his approval of all invoices on th e 
fac e thereof before  paym ent is m ad e. 

Current Statu s: Resolved . All invoices are being ap proved on the face by the Judicial 
Adm in istrator or Deputy Judicial Adm inistrator. 
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JUVENILE CO URT FOR TH E PAR ISH O F JEFFERSO N 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COST 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general-purpose 
financial statements of Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson. 

No instances of nonco mpliance material to th e general-purpose financial 
statements of Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson were disclosed during the 
audit. 

The auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award programs for 
Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson expresses an  unqualified  opinion on all 
major federal program s. 

4. Th ere are no audit findings required to be reported in accordance with Section 
510(a) of OM B Circular A-133. 

5. The program s tested as major programs included 

a. US Dep artment of Health an d Hum an Services: 
Pass-through from  Louisiana Dep artm ent of Social 
Services----TANF Block Grant 

6. Th e threshold for distinguishing Type A an d B progr am s was $300,000 

CFDA # 

93.558 

7. Th e Court is not considered a "low-risk" auditee as  defined by OM B Circular A- 
133. 

Reportable Conditions - None noted. 

None noted. 
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June 21, 2004 

BRIAN E. ADORNO 
3053 Marcedes Boulevard * F/rst Floor 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 

Judges of the Court 
Juvenile Court for th e Parish of Jefferson 
Gretna, Louisiana 

Phone: (504) 227-2280 
Fax: (504) 227-2290 

In planning and perform ing my audit of th e general-purpose financial statem ents 
of Juven ile Court for th e Parish of Jefferson, a component un it of Jefferson 
Parish, for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, I considered th e Court's intern al 
control structure to plan  m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y 
opinion on th e financial statem ents and not to provide assuran ce on internal 
control structure. 

However, dur ing m y audit, I becam e awar e of several m atters th at are 
opportunities for strengthening internal controls an d operational effi ciency. (I 
previously reported on the Court's intern al control structure in m y report dated 
Jun e 21, 2004.) This letter does not affect my report dated June 21, 2004 on the 
general-purpose f'man cial statem ents of Juvenile Court for the Par ish of Jefferson. 

I will review th e status of th ese comm ents dur ing m y next audit engagem ent. I 
have already discussed m any of th ese com m ents and suggestions with the 
appropriate m em bers of m anagem ent. I will be pleas ed to discuss these 
comm ents in further detail at your  convenience, to perform  any additional study 
of th ese m atters, or to assist you in im plem enting the rec om m endations. M y 
com m ents are sum m ar ized as  follow s: 

2003-1 Organizational Structure and Seereeation of D uties 

In prior years, I have comm ented on th e size of the Court's adm inistrative staff 
precluding certain intern al controls that would be preferred if th e offi ce were large 
enough to provide optim um  segregation of duties. This situation dictates that th e 
Judges of the Court remain closely involved in the finan cial affairs of th e Court to 
provide oversight and independent review functions. W ith the addition of a full 
tim e account offi cer in 2004, a greater segr egation of duties is now expected, in 
particular with  regards to cash m an agem ent. 



Judges of the Court 
Juvenile Court for the Parish of Jefferson 
Page 2 of 2 

It was noted during m y test of transactions th at invoices are being approved using stam ps with 
managem ent's initials. In addition, check signature stam ps are also being utilized  to increas e the 
operating efficiency of invoice approval and check disbursem ents. It is incumbent upon 
man agement to ensure the sec urity of these stamps given th eir sign ifican ce to the cas h 
man agement funetions of the Court. Each member of man agem ent should m aintain his or her 
respective stam ps in a locked drawer or cabinet that is only accessible by that individual. 

I wish to th ank M s. Louise Kelley, M s. Dawn Palermo, an d M r. Scott Griffith for th eir support 
and as sistan ce during m y audit. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of th e Judges of the Court, 
m an agem ent, and oth ers with in the Court. 

A Professional Corporation 



Judges 
Ann Mur~ Keller, Section A 
Andrea Prce Janzen, Section B 
NanCy Amato Konrad, Section C 

Judicial Administrator 
Scott C. Gdffith 

Assistant Judicial Administrator 
Ma~atet L. Kelley 

J U V E N IL E C O U 
PARISH OF JEFFERSON 

1546 Gretna Boulevard 
P.O. Box 1900 

Harvey, Louis[ana 70059 

(504) 357-3500 
FAX (504) 361-5033 

M A NA G EM ENT'S CO RRE CTIVE A CTIO N PLAN 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Section I - Internal C ontrols Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ent 
N o suggestions m ade. 

Section lI - Internal Controls and Com pliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 
N ot applicable. N o suggestions m ade. 

Section III - M anagem ent Letter 

2003-10r~anizationalStructure and Segregation of Duties 

Suggestion: In prior years, I have com m ented on the size of the Court's adm inistrative staff 
precluding certain internal controls that w ould be preferred if the office w ere large enough to 

provide optimum segregation of duties. This situation dictates that the judges of the Court 
rem ain closely involved in the financial affairs of the Court to provide oversight and 
independent review functions. W ith  the addition of a full tim e account officer in 2004, a 
greater segr egation of duties is now expected, in particular  w ith  regards to cash m an agem ent. 

Action: Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court judges will continue to remain closely involved in 
the Court's fman cial affairs. The Judicial Administrator provides judges with summary 
financial reports at Judges' M eetings, which ar e held approxim ately ten tim es annually. 
These m eetings are th e m ost appropriate forum  in which to address fiscal m atters affecting the 
Court. If conditions arise, special m eetings betw een the Court's adm inistrative staff  and the 

judges may be called to address issues regarding the Court's finances. 

Jefferson Parish Juveni le Court hired an Accoun t Offi cer in February 2004. This hiring has 
allow ed for the necessary segregation of duties to be achieved. Th e Judicial Adm ini strator, 
A ssistan t Judicial Adm ini strator, Dep uty Judicial A dm ini strator an d Account O fficer m eet bi- 
w eekly to review , an alyze an d discuss fiscal an d related operational issues. Judges ar e briefed 
on issues discussed in these m eetin gs as necessary. 



Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court 
M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

Page 2 

2003-2 Use of Signature and Approval Stamps 

Suggestion: It w as noted during m y test of transactions that invoices are being approved 
using stam ps with m anagem ent's initials. In addition, check signature stam ps are also bein g 
utilized to increase the operating efficiency of invoice approval and check disbursem ents. It 
is incum bent upon m anagem ent to ensure th e security of th ese stam ps given th eir signi ficance 
to th e cash m an agem ent functions of the Court. Each m em ber of m anagem ent should 
m aintain his or her respective stam ps in a locked draw er or cabinet th at is only accessible by 
th at in dividual. 

Action: M anagem ent has secured these approval and sign ature stamps. As of July 8 2004, 
invoice approval will be done by han d rather th an  by stam p. As of this date, approval stam ps 
have been destroyed an d sign ature stam ps have been collected. Sign ature stam ps w ill be 
distributed to th e in dividuals nam ed on each stam p by July 12, 2004. 

Subm itted by: 

Judi cial Adm inistrator 

Copy: Chief Judge Ann M urry Keller, Section A 
Judge Andr ea Price Janzen, Section B 
Judge N ancy Am ato K onrad, Section C 
Louise Kelley, Assistant Adm ini strator 
Dawn Palerm o, Deputy Judicial Adm ini strator 
Jeff  W ieczorek, Account Officer 

Date: "7- ~7-0 ~/ 


