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A 
(A Coq~oration of Certified Public Accountants) 

Honorable Rhyn Duplechain St. Landry Parish Assessor Opelousas, Louisiana 

Eugene H, Darnall, CPA, Retired 1990 Paula D. Bihm, CPA, Deceased 2002 E. Larry Sikes, CPA, CVA, CFPTM Danny P. Frederick, CPA Clayton E. Darnall, CPA, CVA Eugene H. Damall, III, CPA Stephanic M. HigginBotham, CPA John P. Armato, CPA Jennifer S. Ziegle~, CPA, CFPTM Chris A. Miller, CPA, CVA Stephen IL Disehler, MBA, CPA Steven G. Moosa, CPA Erich G. Locwer, Jr. CPA, CVA Kathleen T. Damall, CPA Erich G. Locwcr, Ill, MTX, CPA Tamera T. Landry, CPA Raegan D. Maggio, CPA Julie Templet DeVillier, CPA Barbara A. Clark, CPA Lauren F. yen-err, CPA Michelle B. Borrello, CPA Jeremy C. Meaux, CPA Kevin S. Young, CPA Barbara Ann Wa~s, CPA Adam J. Curry, CPA 
We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of St. Landry Parish Assessor, as of December 31, 2003, and the related statements of operations, members' equity, and cash flows for the years then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Company's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 18, 2004 on our consideration of the St. Landry Parish Assessor's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 
Member of: Ameri~ h~tilute of Certified ][:ubti~ A~untanls S~iety of Louisiana Certified Public A~t~Is 



Our audit was conducted for the purposes of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The Schedule of Prior Year Findings, as required by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is presented for the purpose of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish Assessor. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose f'mancial statements taken as a whole. 
A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
Eunice, Louisiana June 18, 2004 



ASSETS 

ST. LANDRYPARISHASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups December 3 I, 2003 

Cash Investments, at cost Ad valorcm tax receivable, net of allowance for uneollectibles State revenue sharing receivable Interest accrued on CDs receivable Tax roll fees receivable Equipment Remodeling Maps Total assets LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Payroll taxes payable Total liabilities Fund equity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance Unreserved Total fund equity Total liabilities and fund equity 

Governmental Assets 
$ 85,926 528,819 
516,142 43,028 2,892 15,074 

Totals (Memorandum Only) 2003 2002 
85,926 $ 139,287 528,819 501,746 
516,142 43.028 476,705 66,719 2,892 15,074 8,315 231,493 231,493 224,584 24,972 24,972 23,572 290,753 290,753 290,753 

$ 4,931 $ 4,931 
1,186,950 

$ 4,931 4,931 $ 11,199 646 11,845 
547,218 547,218 538,909 1,186,950 1,180,927 1,186,950 547,218 1,734,168 1,719,836 

The accompanying notes constitute an integral part of this statement. 



Revenues: Taxes - Ad valorem Ad valorem taxes lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Charges for services Tax roll fees Informational services Miscellaneous Income in lieu of taxes Interest income Other Total revenues Expenditures: Current - 

ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance General Fund For the Years Ended December 2003 and 2002 

Office and administrative Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over (under) expenditures Fund balance, beginning 

2003 (Memorandum Only) 2002 
580,430 $ 62,672 17,673 5,570 7,142 17,568 300 691 355 

571,943 66,970 17,635 6,218 7,142 19,018 591 689,517 
677,023 650,131 8 309 5,921 685,332 656,052 
6,023 33,465 1,180,927 1,147,462 Fund balance, ending ~  $ 1~ 180~927 

The accompanying notes constitute an integral part of this statement. 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and actual - General Fund For the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

Revenues: Taxes - Ad valmxm Intergovemmental State revenue sharing Charges for services Tax roll fees Informational services Miscellaneous Income in lieu of taxes Interest income Other Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Office and administrative Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 

2003 
Actual Favorable (Unfavorable) $ 590,000 $ 580,430 $ (9,570) 65,000 18,000 5,000 7,100 12,000 500 697,600 

728,425 20,000 748,425 

62,672 17,673 5,570 7,142 17,568 300 691,355 
677,023 8,309 685,332 

(2,328) (327) 570 42 5,568 (200) (6,245) 
$ 51,402 1L691 63,093 

6,023 $ 56#48 1,180,927 

The accompanying notes constitute an integral part of this statement. 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and practices. 
Basis of Presentation The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish Assessor have been prepared in conformity with accounting principles ( G AAP) generally accepted in the United States of America as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
As the goveming authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the St. Landry Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for St. Landry Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (Police Jury) Co) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading ifdata of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Based on the criteria described above, the St. Landry Parish Assessor is not a component unit of the police jury but is a primary government due to the following: 1. The Assessor is an independently elected official, 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 2. The Assessor is fiscally independent of the police jury 3. The Assessor's office is legally separate from the police jury 
The St. Landry Parish Assessor uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The following fund type and account group are used by the St. Landry Parish Assessor: 1. General Fund. The General Fund is used to account for resources traditionally associated with government which are not required legally to be accounting for in another fund. 2. General Fixed Assets Account Group. This account group is used to account for all property and equipment of the St. Landry Parish Assessor. 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures, or expenses, are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Taxpayer-assessed income is considered "measurable" when assessed and is recognized as 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) revenue at that time. Anticipated refunds of such taxes are recorded as liabilities and reductions of revenue when they are measurable and their validity seems certain. Interest income on investments if recorded when the investments have matured and the income is both measurable and available. All other revenues are recorded when received. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Expenditures for insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition. Purchase of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased, and inventories of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as assets at the close of the fiscal year, unless significant. 
Budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. An annual appropriated budget is adopted for the General Fund. Budgeted amounts presented are as amended by the St. Landry Parish Assessor on December 23, 2003 in a public hearing. Operating appropriations lapse at year-and. 
The St. Landry Parish Assessor does not utilize an encumbrance system. 
Investments are stated at cost, which approximates market. These investments which are certificates of deposit are fully secured through federal depository insurance. Louisiana statutes authorize the Assessor to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in state and national banks, or any other federally insured investment. 
Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Asset Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Such assets are maintained on the basis of original cost (cash paid plus trade-in allowance, if applicable). The Assessor does not have public domain or infrastructure outlays. No interest costs have been incurred on fixed asset acquisitions. Assets in the General Fixed Assets Account Group are not depreciated. 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
Employees of the Assessor's office earn 5 days of annual leave during the first year of employment, 10 days of annual leave from one to ten years of employment, and 15 days of annual leave after ten years of employment. Annual leave must be taken in the year earned and earmot be carried forward from year to year. Payment is not made for unused annualleave upon retirement or termination of employment. Employees of the Assessor's office earn I day of sick leave for each month worked. Unused sick leave time may not be added to vacation or retirement nor will any unused sick leave be paid upon termination. T Total colunms on the general purpose fmancial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, or results of operations in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. NOTE 2 CASH AND INVESTMENTS At December 31,2003, the carrying amounts of the Assessor's checking accounts were $85,926, and the bank balances were $107,774. The carrying amounts and bank balances of investments were the same amount, which was $528,819. The bank balances of the checking accounts and the investments of certificates of deposit were secured by federal depository inanrance. NOTE 3 AD VALOREM TAXES Property taxes receivable at December 31, 2003 were as follows Taxes Per Tax Roll Receipts in December Estimated Uncollectible Net Taxes Receivable $605,597 $ 81,209 $ 8,246 $ 516,142 An estimated allowance for uncollectible ad valorem tax is based on prior years' experience. The Assessor's millage assessed for 2003 is 2.03 mills. The Assessor's ad valorem tax is collected by an intermediary government and remitted on a monthly basis, the intermediary government maintains the tax roll for ad valorem taxes for the Assessor. The ad valorem tax, levied for the calendar year, is due to the intermediary government on or before December 31 and becomes delinquent on January 1. The taxes are generally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. 



NOTE 4 FIXED ASSETS 

ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
A suramary of changes in general fixed assets for the year ended December 31, 2003, is as follows: 
Equipment Remodeling Maps 

NOTE 5 PENSION PLAN 

Balance 12/31/2002 Additions Retirements $ 224,584 23,572 290,753 $ 538~909 
$ 6,909 1,400 

Balance 12/31/2003 $ 231,493 24,972 290,753 

Substantially all employees of the Assessor's office are members of the Louisiana Assessor's Retirement Fund (System), a cost-sharing multiple-employer public employee retirement system (PERS). The System is a statewide public retirement system for the benefit of assessors and their staff, which is administered and controlled by a separate board of trustees. The System provides retirement, death, and disability benefits to participating, eligible employees. Contributions of participating assessors, together with shared local and state revenues, are pooled within the System to fund accrued benefits, with employer/employee contribution rates approved by the Louisiana Legislature. The Louisiana Assessors' Retirement Fund issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. This report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Assessors' Retirement Fund, Post Office Box 14699, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4699, or by calling 1-800-925-4446. Contributions to the System include employee contributions as a percent of salary and employer contributions at a rate which is determined annually based on the results of the act~m_~ial valuation for the prior year or more often if legislation is passed. Employee contributions to the system were 8.00% of salary. The employer contribution rate for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003 was 14%. In addition, the Fund receives .25% of the taxes shown to be collected on the tax rolls of each parish, excluding Orleans, and revenue sharing funds as appropriated each year by the legislature. 
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ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 5 PENSION PLAN (Continued) The St. Landry Parish Assessor's employer contributions for the years ended December 31,2003 2002 and 2001 were $47,377, $36,620 and $23,956, respectively. 
Employee contributions for the years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001 were $27,072, $25,332 and $24,336, respectively. Included in employee contributions is an mount paid on behalf of the employees by the St. Landry Parish Assessor. The amount contributed by the St. Landry Parish Assessor before July, 2001 was 3% of salary and after July 1, 2001 it was increased to 4%. The employee contribution paid by the Assessor in the year 2003 amounted to $13,536, making the Assessor's total retirement expenditure $60,913 for 2003. 
The Louisiana Deferred Compensation Plan (LDCP) was established for the purpose of providing supplemental retirement income to employees and independent contractors of a Louisiana public employer by allowing them to defer part of their compensation. The Louisiana Deferred Compensation Commission adopted the LDCP in 1982, The Commission has authority to adopt and interpret rules, implement the Plan, and distribute through contracts or agents. This Plan was adopted in 2001 by the St. Landry Parish Assessor's office. All employees of the Assessor's office can elect to participate, including the Assessor. The LDCP issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. This report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Deferred Compensation Plan, 2237 South Acadian Thruway, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808-2371 or by calling 1-800-345-4699. Contributions to the LCDP can be no less than $20 each month with the exception of participants active in the Plan on October 1, 1984 that allowed a smaller deferral or a participant who elects to defer 7.5% or more of compensation in lieu of Social Security coverage. There are six payment options from which a participant mnst choose. This selection must be chosen at least 30 days prior to the date that the payment will be implemented. The S. Landry Parish Assessor's employer contribution for the year ended December 31, 2003 was $24,337. Employee contributions for the year ended December 31, 2003 were $24,337 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
NOTE 6 DETAILS OF EXPENDITURES OF THE GENERAL FUND A presentation of General Fund expenditures along with a comparison to budget for the year 2003 and the actual expenditures for 2002 is as follows: 

Office and administrative Salaries Insurance benefits Expense allowance Travel and education Deferred compensation Software user fees Computer maintenance Field expense Bank charges Office supplies Telephone Other insurance Dues, ads, and subscriptions Professional services Retirement benefits Parking Postage Janitorial Equipment maintenance and rental Payroll taxes Uniforms Miscellaneous 
Capital outlay Equipment 
Total expenditures 

$ 385,000 85,000 8,800 25,000 25,000 2,500 20,000 8,500 500 18,000 18,000 12.000 6,500 14,000 60,000 525 10,000 1.000 15,000 10,000 1,000 2 100 728 425 

Actual 
$378,399 79,610 8,774 16,083 24,295 2,250 17,321 6,889 307 16,189 16,720 8,015 4,085 11,885 59,002 525 8,859 512 9,282 7,143 850 28 677,023 

V arlance Favorable (Unfavorable) 
6,601 5,390 26 8,917 705 250 2,679 1,611 193 1,811 1,280 3,985 2,415 2,115 998 1,141 488 5,718 2,857 150 2,072 51,402 

$ 361,372 76,708 8,025 16,241 21,306 3,250 14,915 7,341 351 20,162 15,839 10,022 7,846 12,192 48,929 525 8,257 
9,844 6,946 60 650,131 

20,000 8,309 11,691 5,921 20,000 8,309 11,691 5,921 

12 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana 
NOTE 7 OPERATING LEASES 

Notes to Financial Statements 
In January 2002, the Assessor entered into an operating lease for a copier. The operating lease was for 60 months with monthly payments of $274.60. Rental expense for 2003 was $3,295. The future minimum rental payments required by the lease are as follows: 2004 2005 2006 2007 

$ 3,295 3,295 3,295 549 In December 2000, the Assessor entered into an operating lease for a car. The operating lease was for 36 monthly payments of $444.29. At the end of the lease, the Assessor has the option of purchasing the car for $12,286, plus offieial fees and taxes or canceling the contract. The Assessor did not exercise this option. NOTE 8 COMMITMENTS 
In April, 1999, the Assessor entered into a proposal with Tobin International, Ltd. to provide mapping and data conversion services for all real property parcels within the St. Landry Parish Assessor's authority. The total cost of the project is $232,182. Payments totaling $115,248 were made in 2000. No payments were made on this project in 2001, 2002, or 2003. 



INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 



A 
(A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants) Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting Based on An Audit of Financial Statements Performed In Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 
Board of Commissioners St. Landry Parish Assessor Opelousas, Louisiana 

Eugene H. Damall, CPA, Retired 1990 Paula D. Bihm, CPA, Deceased 2002 E. Larry Sikes, CPA, CVA, CFPTM Denny p. Frederick, CPA Clayton E. Damall, CPA, CVA Eugene H. Darnall, III, CPA Stephanie M. HigginBotharn, CPA John P. Annam, CPA Jennifer S. Ziegler, CPA, CFPTM Chris A. Miller, CPA, CVA Stephen R. Dis~Ider, MBA, CPA Steven G. Moo~a, CPA Erich G. Loewer, Jr. CPA, CVA Kathleen T. Darlmll, CPA Erich G. Loewer, III, MTX, CPA Tamera T. Landry, CPA Raegan D. Maggio, CPA Julie Templet DeVillier, CPA Barbara A. Clark, CPA Laurela F. Verrea, CPA Miehelle B. Borrello, CPA Jeremy C. Meaux, CPA Kevin S. Young, CPA Barbara Ann Watts, CPA Adam 1. Curry, CPA 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish Assessor as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003, and have issued our report thereon dated June 18, 2004. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Landry Parish Assessor's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing_Standards. 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St. Landry Parish Assessor's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relative low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that could be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operating that we consider to be material weaknesses. Memberofl Amefi~Imfituteof Ccttified PublicA~taBts S~iety of Lomsi~a Celiified Public Acco~tanta 



This report is intended solely for the information of the St. Landry Parish Assessor, its management and the appropriate regulatory agency and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
Eunice, Louisiana June 18, 2004 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs Year Ended December 31, 2003 
PART 1 SUMMARY OF AUDITOR'S RESULTS 

PART 2 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
An unqualified opinion has been issued on the St. Landry Parish Assessor's financial statements as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003. 
No reportable conditions were noted during the audit of the financial statements. 
No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statements were noted during the audit of the financial statements. FEDERAL AWARDS This section is not applicable for the year ending December 31, 2003 FINDINGS RELATING TO THE AUDIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS No findings. 

PART 3 FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS RELATING TO FEDERAL PROGRAMS At December 31,2003, the St. Landry Parish Assessor did not meet the requirements to have a single audit in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, therefore, this section is not applicable. 



ST. LANDRY PARISH ASSESSOR Opelousas, Louisiana Schedule of Prior Year Findings Year Ended December 31, 2003 
Section I - Internal Control And Compliance Material To The Financial Statements No findings. Section II Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards 
Section III N/A Management Letter No findings. 


