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FINANCIAL SECTION 



E 
Bourgeois Bennett 

R 
To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the Seventeenth Judicial District - Dis~ct Court Fund (the District), State of Louisiana, a component unit of the Lafourche Parish Cogncil, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003, which collectively comprise the District's basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements ar~ the responsibility of the District's management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditinll standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to fitu ncial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain rea~ enable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Av audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in th ~ financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and signifi ~ant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement pres~:ntation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions. 
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As described in Note 1 b) to the basic financial staten~ents, the District has implemented a new financial reporting model, as required by the pmvi~ions of Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 34, o~rl Anal,.m;~ _ I~'nr 5~tat~ ~nel I vu'~al I" :ial Statemehts - arKl as of January 1, 2003. We have also issued our report dated June 3, 2004 on our consideration of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its c~bmpliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should hie read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. The Management's Discussion and Analysis on pages 3 through 8 is not a required part of the basic financial statements but is supplementary information required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. We have applied certain l~nited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methodls and measurement and presentation of the required supplementary information. However, we did ~ot audit the information and express no opinion on it. 

Thibodanx, Louisiana, June 3, 2004.. 

Iz.e. 
Certified Public A~countants 



Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund The Management's Discussion and Analysis of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District) financial performance presents a narrative overview and analysis of the District's financial activities for the year ended December 31, 2003. This document focuses on the current year's activities, resulting changes and currently known facts. Please read this document in conjunction with basic financial statements, which follow this section. 
The District's assets exceeded its liabilities at the close of fiscal year 2003 by $746,178 (net assets), which represents a 3.93% decrease from last fiscal year. The District's revenue in the general fund increased $35,003 (or 2.39%) primarily due to an increase in on-behalf payments for personal service expenditures. The District's expenditures in the general fund decreased $70,649 (or 4.57%) primarily due the completion of building renovations in 2002. The District did not have any funds with deficit fund balances 
tLle Lhstnct creat~.o a new ~pcclal Kevenue PunO m 2ous, me PIN~ Program Pund which accounts for the operations of the Families in Need of Services -Juvenile Court. 
OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the District's basic financial statements. The District's annual report consists of four parts: (1) management's discussion and analysis (this section) (2) basic financial statements (3) the optional section that presents other supplementary information and (4) various governmental compliance reports and schedules by certified public accountants and management. The basic financial statements include two kinds of statements that present different views of the District: Government-wide Financial Statements The government-wide financial statements arc designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the District's finances, in a manner similar to a private sector business. The statement of net assets presents information on all of the District's assets and liabilities, with the difference between the two reported as net assets. Over time, in~ or decreases in net assets may serve as a useful 



indicator of whether the financial position of the Distric~ is improving or deteriorating. The statement of activities presents information showing how ~e District's net assets change during each fiscal year. All zhanges in net assets are reported as sOon as the underlying event giving rise to the change occurs regardless of the timing related cash reported in this statement for some items that The governmental activity of the District is will only result in cash flows in future fiscal periods. general goverbment which is comprised of various programs that include operations of the District Court, Drug Treatment Court and Families in Need of Services - Juvenile Court. Fund Financial Statements A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to mai~ttain control over resources that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives. All of the funds of the District are governmental funds. Governmental Funds Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental activities in government-wide financial the government-wide financia! statements. However, unlike the statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as available at the end of the fiscal year. Because the that of the government-wide financial statements, it for governmental government-wide 
focus of is Usefull on balances of spendable resources governmental funds is narrower than to compare the information presented funds with similar informJttion presentdd for governmental activities in financial statements. Both the govert~mental fund balance sheet and governmental fund statement of revenues, expenditures reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between activities. and changes go,~ernmental 

the the in fund balances provide a funds and governmental 
The District maintains three individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the governmental fund balance sheet and in the governmental fund statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balances for the General l?und, Drug Treatment Court Fund and Families in Need of Services - Juvenile Court Program F~nd (FINS). The District adopts an annual appropriated budget for its General Fund. A budg~Im-y comparison statement has been provided for the General Fund to demonstrate compliz~nce with this budget. The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pagets 11 through 15 of this report. Notes to the Financial Statements The notes provide additional information that is essential~ to a full understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found in Exhibit H of this report. 
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As noted earlier, net assets may serve over time as a useful indicator of the District's financial position. As of December 3 I, 2003, assets exceeded liabilities by $746,178. A large portion of the District's net assets (34A0%) reflects its investment in capital assets (e.g., buildings renovations and equipment). Consequently, these assets are not available for future spending. Since this is the first year to report all activities on the accrual basis of accounting, a comparison to the prior year is not possible. However, in future years, this seotinn will explain the differences between the current and prior-year assets, liabilities and changes in net assets. Condensed Statements of Net Assets 
Current and other assets Capital assets Total assets 
Net Assets: Invested in capital assets Rcstricted Unrestricted Total net assets 

$ 605,882 256,659 862,541 
256~59 78,307 4~1,212 $ 746,178 

Current and other assets include cash and investments that represent 66.99% of total assets. Investments are comprised of certificates of deposit and are available for spending. Governmental Activities Again, because this is the first year to report governmental activities on the accrual basis of accounting, a comparison to the prior year is not possible. However, in next year's discussion this section will show a condensed financial comparison of revenues and expenses and provide explanations of significant differences. Govemmentsl activities decreased the District's net assets by $30,555. Key elements of this decrease are as follows: 



Condensed Changes in Net Assets 
RcvlmllM; Progmn rvvmav: Char~ for services Opcrat/ng ~nts and con~but~ns Geneml ~-~mue: Grants and contrilmtiom not rcsaicted to specific programs thues~ hwesUmnt earnings Miscellmxa~ Total ~ 
General govexmmnt 
Decrease in ~ assets Net assets beginning of year Net assets cod of year 

$ 186,452 1,809,667 IO0,OO0 4,647 

O0,SSS) 776,733 $ 746,178 

As noted earlier, the District uses fund accounting to ensgre and demonstrate compliance with tmance-relateo legal requirements. Governmental Funds The focus of the District's governmental funds is to provide information on near-term inflows, outflows and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the District's financing requirements. In particular, unreserved fund balance may serve as a useful measure of a government's net resources available for spendhg at the end of the fiscal year. As of the end of the current fiscal year, the District's governmental: funds reported combined ending fund balance of $489,519, an increase of $9,012 in comparison with the prior year, that is available for spending at the District's discretion. Of the unreserved, balance of $489,519, $125,175 is designated for subsequent years' expenditures. The General Fund is the chief operating fund of the District. At the end of the current fiscal year, unreserved fund balance of the general fund was $406,212. The fund balance of the District's General Fund increased by $22,193 during the current fisca~ year. The key factor of this increase was largely due to a decrease in capital expenditures due to the completion of building renovations in the prior year. 
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The Drug Treatment Court Fund has an unreserved fund balance of $68,985. Fund balance decreased by $27,503 due to providing services in excess of what current year revenue allowed. The FINS Program Fund has an unreserved total fund balance of $14,322. This is the first year of operations of this program. General Fund Budgetary Highlights The budget was amended one time during the year. The primary reason for amending the budget was to prevent compliance violations under state law. The major differences between the original General Fund budget and the final amended budget were as tbllows: Revenues ~ Intergovernmental revenues increased $17 |,750 due to on-behalf revenues for an additional judge and his staff. An additional $200,000 increase was due to monies received from the Criminal Court FUnd. ~ Sheriff's Office service fees increased $12,B00 due to the District collecting more money titan anticipated. Expenditures ~ Personal services increased $154,000 due to an additional judge and his staff. ~ Supplies and materials decreased $12,175 d~e to costs being less than anticipated. ~ Maintenance and repair decreased by $77,800 due to planned repairs being postponed until 2004. ~ Capital expenditures decreased by $40,000 due to planned equipment purchases being postponed until 2004. 



Additional information on the District's capital assets can be found in the Note 4, Exhibit H of this report. 
The Honorable District Judges considered the following factors and indicators when setting next year's budget, rates and fees. s Intergovernmental revenues and personal service expenditures are budgeted with a modest 2.5% increase for possible increases in the cost of benefits. Revenues from the Criminal Court Fund have not been budgeted since it is uncertain whether or not monies will be received. ) Service fees are budgeted at approximately the same amount as 2003 although there is an expectation for a nominal increase. ~ Interest revenues are budgeted with no anticipation of an increase in interest rates. ~ Significant improvements to a courtroom and chambers are planned. ~ Detail plan of equipment needed to be purchased. 
This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the District's finances for all those with an interest in the District's finances. Questions concerning any of the information provided in this report or requests for additional financial information should be addressed to Judge Jerome J. Barbera Ill, Chief Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund, P.O. Box 29, Thibodaux, Louisiana 70302. 



 
Exhibit A STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS i 



 



 



 



Revmum Int=mevtme~: Sttte ~ Loublma Olhet Loud <~ Se~ faro: ~Omce C|~k c~ C~d~ CluqlU for I~+vlom K6*<mlhu~ou: 
]mxpemllmm Cun~x: oc.s~al satin and mh~d b~6~ S~E~ 
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~d Balmt~m B~simiq or'year Fad of ~m" 

Trmmmt Owt.l Court Fuua ]'WJ 
$ $~,~I $ 401,333 738,099 106,052 121,409 26,0t~ 
4,647 5+295 
31.905 7,500 

F'l~8 Prosrm 
$ 30,975 27,497 

Pmdl 

7,500 4,647 5,295 
1.354,$~2 17,968 2.28~ 4.909 1,435 6,281 8,021 l 1,37S 12,153 20,36~ 8,O67 1,366 
9,749 L3~ 

20,176 1,536 
16.$98 137,391 4,713 30,523 4.924 36,810 20,557 1,603 3,309 

#70,761 ,44,834 4,097 3,109 1.803 7.3,~5 143,612 16,018 12,473 $9,707 15.077 36,810 20,~$7 3,224 4,271 1,273 I 1,708 t,5~9 t,083 10~949 3,39/ 7~6t$ 17,164 

(S,009) 22.193 (27,303) 3gdt019 9q~t4~ 
9,322 
$t090 14,322 



 



Reveum [me~teue.t,d: State of Louhtiamt Other Local Gevmmua~ Servi~ fees: Sheri~ Oaiee Cledc of Oaert M/a:ellaneom: latermt Olher 
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B~ Bm 
$ 597,701 *3*.6O9 128,460 26,O8'7 4,641 $,29,~ 

Fud Bo~ Potitiv~ 0q~cdive) 
S (2,299) (4+391) (4,3,*0) (4,453) 5~95 

1,191,000 26,850 3,200 5,000 1,000 20,000 6,300 1,400 II,OQO 18,800 7,600 3,750 I00 
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1,345"O00 15,400 2,475 5.200 800 g.o00 9,800 IO,10o 13,450 19350 "7,9O0 2+3OO 1,600 12,100 2000 1,400 
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(9,552) (2,56$) 186 291 
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~mi Balanc~ 
End o~3~m- 

127,425 122,193 (5,232) 



Seventeenth Judicial District - Distri et Court Fund 
Exhibit H 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The accounting policies of the Seventeenth Judici~ District - District Court Fund (the District) conform to accounting principles generaJ y accepted in the United States of America (GAAP) as applied to governmental un s. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted star lard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting pri ~ciples. The following is a summary of significant accounting policies: ! a) Reporting Entity The District is a component unit of the Lafourc he Parish Council. The District has reviewed all of its activities and determined ~ at there are no potential component units which should be included in its financial st~ tements. b) Change in Accounting 
Statements - and Mana~,ement's Discussion a ad Analysis - for State and Loca Governments. Certain of the more significant ( ;hanges in Statement No. 34 include for the first time a Management Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) section providin~ an analysis of the District's overall financial p~ psition and results of operations and financial statements prepared using full accrua accounting for all of the District's activities. The District has presented Manageme at's Discussion and Analysis that the Governmental Accounting Standards Board has determined is necessary tc supplement, although not required to be part of, ~he basic financial statements. Othea changes are also reflected in the accompanying basic financial statements (includin~ 
For the year ended December 31, 2003, the GASB Standards: DiStrict also implemented the following 



 
Exhibit H (Continued) 

Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING:POLICIES (Continued) b) Change in Accounting (Continued) ~ Statement 37 - ~ Statement 38 - Certait ~ Interpretation No. 6 - 
The transition from governmental fund balance to net assets for December 31, 2002, is presented below: Total fund balance, as previously reported Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial resources and, therefore were not previously reported. $ 555,038 

$480,507 

Less accumulated depreciation (258.812) 296,226 Net assets 
c) Basis of Presentation The District's basic financial statements consist of the government-wide statements on all activities of the District and the governmental fund financial statements (individual major funds). Government-wide Financial Statements: The government-wide financial statements include the Statement of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities for all activities of the District. As a general rule, the effect of interfund activity has been removed from these statements. The government- wide presentation focuses primarily on the sustainability of the District as an entity and the change in aggregate financial position resulting from the activities of the fiscal period. Governmental activities generally are financed through fees, charges for services, intergovernmental revenues and other nonexehange revenues. 
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c) Basis of Presentation (Continued) 

Exhibit H (Continued) 
CIES (Continued) 

Drug Treatment Court Fund - accounts for the operations Lafourche Parish Drug Treatment Court. Financing is provided Louisiana Supreme Court, client f~ ~ and other grants. 
FINS Program Fund - accounts ~or Need of Services - Juvenile Cou~t. governmental agencies. 18 

of the by the 
the operations of the Families in Financing is provided by various 



 
Exhibit H (Continued) 

Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTIN! POLICIES (Continued) d) Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting Measurement focus is a term used to describ~ "which" transactions are recorded within the various financial statements. Bus is of accounting refers to "when" transactions are recorded regardless of the measu ement focus applied. 
Government-wide Financial Statements: lported using the economic resources The government-wide financial statements are r~ ~nisninenrred,eregardlessrofdtheetiming measurement focus and the accrual basis of acco earned and expenses are recorded when a liabilit of related cash flows. " Fund Financial Statements: All governmental funds are accoLmted for L sing a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement f~ cus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance ;hoot. Operating statements of these funds present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other uses) in net current assets. Governmental funds are maintained on the modified accrual basis of accol rating. Governmental fund revenues resulting from exc 3ange transactions are recognized in the fiscal year in which the exchange takes place and meets the government's availability criteria (susceptible to accrual). Av tilable means that the resources will be collected within the current year or are ex] )ected to be collected soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the curre at year. For this purpose, the District considers revenues to be available if they are cc Ilected within 60 days of the end of the current fiscal year, Fees, charges for service ; and intergovernmental revenues are recorded when earned since they are measorabl = and available. Interest income on investments is recorded as revenue when the investments have matured and the income is available. Miscellaneous revenues a~ recorded as revenues when received in cash by the District because they are gun ~lly not measurable until actually received. / Expenditures are generally recognized under theI modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Allo~ ~tions of cost such as depreciation are not recognized in the governmental funds. [ / 19 / 



Exhibit H (Continued) 
Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) e) Use of Estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 0 Operating Budgetary Data As required by Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1303, the Honorable District Judges (the Judges) adopted a budget for the District's General Fund. The public hearings and advertisements were conducted. Any amendment involving the transfer of monies from one function to another or increases in expenditures must be approved by lhe Judges. The District amended its General Fund budget one time during the year. All budgeted amounts which are not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year-end. 
The Judges, as allowed by state law, did not a adopt budget for its non-judicial Special Revenue Funds. A budget for each grant is submitted to the respective grantor for approval. Funding is from various federal, state and local governmental agencies and other local agencies. The budgets are prepared on various grant year-ends. Therefore, budget to actual comparisons for the Special Revenue Funds are not presented for the year ended December 31, 2003 The Statement of Governmental Fund Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget and Actual - General Fund is presented on the budgetary basis to provide a comparison of actual results with the budget. The major difference between the GAAP basis and budgetary basis is that revenues received from the Lafoun:he Parish Criminal Court Fund are budgeted when received by the District and are recorded on the modified accrual basis for report purposes. The adjustment necessary to convert the results of operations for the year from the GAAP basis to the budgetary basis for the general fund is as follows: 



Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING PO 0 Operating Budgetary Data (Continued) 

Adjustment: Revenues: Record cash received Budgetary basis g) Accounts Receivable 

Exhibit H (Continued) 

Net Change in Fund Balance $ 22,193 

The financial statements for the District contain no allowance for uncollectible accounts. Uncollectible amounts due from other governmental units are recognized as bad debts at the time information becomes ~vailable which would indicate the uncellectibility of the particular receivable. The~e amounts are not considered to be material in relation to the financial position or ol~rations of the fund. Investments Investments consist of certificates of deposit market value. Capital Assets The accounting treatment over property, plant on whether the assets are reported in the statements. Government-wide Financial Statements 

at cost, which approximates 

a~d equipment (capital government-wide or assets) depends fund financial 
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Exhibit H (Continued) 
Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) i) Capital Assets (Continued) donation. Additions, improvements and other the useful life of an asset arc capitalized. maintenance are expensed as incurred. outlays that significantly extend costs incurred for repairs and 

Buildings renovations Equipment 
All fLxed assets are valued at historical costs. j) Accumulated Vacation and Sick Leave 

40 years 5 - 10 years 

The presiding judge may permit an employee to ake additional vacation or sick leave for a reasonable period taking into account he needs of the employee, proper functioning of the court and the public interest. 



Exhibit H (Continued) 
Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) k) Interfund Transactions Permanent reallocation of resources between funds of the District are classified as interfund transfers. For the purposes of the Statement of Activities, all interfund transfers between individual governmental funds have been eliminated. I) Fund Equity Government-wide Statements: Equity is classified as net assets and displayed in three components: a. Invested in capital assets - Consists of capital assets including restricted capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any bonds, mortgages, notes or other borrowings that are attributable to the acquisition, construction or improvement of those assets. At December 31, 2003 the D/strict did not report any borrowings. b. Restricted net assets - Consists of net assets with constraints placed on the use either by (1) external groups such as creditors, grantors, contributions or laws or regulations of other governments; or (2) law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. c. Unrestricted net assets - All other net assets that do not meet the definition of "restricted" or "invested in capital assets." When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the District's policy to use restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources as they are needed. Fund Financial Statements: Governmental fund equity is classified as fund balance. Fund balance is further classified as reserved and unreserved, with unreserved further split between designated and undesignated. Reserved meuns that fund balance is not available for expenditure because reso~ have already been expended (but not consumed), or a legal restriction has been placed on certain assets that makes them only available to meet future obligations. Designated fund balances result when management tentatively sets aside or earmarks certain resources to expend in a designated manner. 



Exhibit H (Continued) 
Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTINGPOLICIES (Continued) 1) Fund Equity (Continued) In contrast to reserved fund balances, designated amounts can be changed at the discretion of management. Designated for Subsequent Years' Expenditures are amounts in next year's budget that represent deficiencies of revenues over expenditures. 
Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations of the United States or any other federally insured investment, certificates of deposit of any bank domiciled or having a branch office in the State of Louisiana, guaranteed investment contracts and investment grade (A-I/P-l) commercial paper of domestic corporations. State law requires deposits (cash and certificates of deposiO of all political subdivisions to be fully collateralized at all times. Acceptable collateralization includes FDIC insurance and the market value of securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. Obligation of the United States, the State of Louisiana and certain political subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security must be held by the political subdivision or with an unaffiliated bank or trust company for the account of the political subdivision. Cash and deposits are categorized into three categories of credit risk. Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral held by the District or its agent in the District's name. Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution's trust department or its agent in the District's name. Category 3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution or its trust department or agents but not in the District's name and deposits which are uninsured or uncollateralized. 



Note 2 - DEPOSITS (Continued) The year-end balances of deposits arc as follows: Bank Ba]ances Cute )ry 
Cash Investments: Certificates of deposit Totals 

$- $272,343 16,878 

Exhibit H (Contiaued) 

At December 31, 2003, cash and certificates of deposit in excess of the FDIC insurance were collateralized by securities held by unaffiliated banks for the account of the District. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which promulgates the standards for accounting and financial reporting for state and local governments, considers these securities uncollateralized. Ever though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory recuirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 d tys of heing notified by the depositor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fun& upon demand. 
Note 3 - DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL Amounts due from other governmental units at following: ecember 31, 2003 consisted of the 

urug Treatment General Court ~ Fund Fund State of Louisiana: Supreme Court $ $15,937 Judicial Branch 721 - Lafourche Parish: Clerk of Court 1,615 Sheriff 9,640 - Totals $11.976 $15.937 
25 



Note 4 - CHANGES IN CAPITAL ASSETS Capital asset activity for the year ended December 31, 2003 was a follows: 
Capital assets being d~prcdged: Building rmovafim~s equLo,,,,~ Total capital assets being deprec~ed Less accumutated depreciation for: Buildiag rer, eviions Equipment 
Total capital asses, 

,lmum~' I, 2003 Additions 
$ 132,834 422,204 

Exhibit H (Coatinued) 

DeemS3 D~ 2~3 
$ $ |7,104 44,354 $ 132,834 395,014 

527,848 
(4,881 ) (3,321 ) (8,202) (253,931) (52,010) (42,954) (262,987) (258,812) (55,33 ! ) (42,954) (27 I.I 89) 

These amounts are based on a physical inventory of capital assets. Adjustments in the amount of $21,872 were made to balances reported in the General Fixed Asset Account Group at December 31, 2002. 
Note 5 - RISK MANAGEMENT The District is cxposcd to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; and natural disasters for which the District carries commercial insurance. No settlements were made during the year that exceeded the District's insurance coverage. 
Note 6 - COMMITMENTS On December 21, 2001 and February 13, 2003, the District entered into three year operating lease agreements for office equipment. The lease terms provide for monthly rental payments of $1,201 and $174, respectively. The District rents office space for the FINS program on a month-to-month basis for monthly payments of $675. 
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Note 6 - (Continued) 
Exhibit H (Continued) 

Future minimum lease payments under the outstanding leases at December 31, 2003 are as follows: 
Year 2004 2005 20O6 

Office Equipment $16,509 2,091 523 
Rental expense incurred under the agreements for the year ended December 3 l, 2003 was $23,236. 

Note 7 - ON-BEHALF PAYMENTS GASB Statement 24 "Accounting end Financial Reporting for Certain Grants and Other Financial Assistance" requ/res that on-behalf payments for fringe benefits end salaries be recognized as revenue and expenditures in the employer government's financial statements. On-behalf payments for fringe benefits and salaries are direct payments made by one entity (the paying entity or paying government) to a third-party recipient for the employee of another, legally separate entity (the employer entity or employer government.) The amount recognized as intergovemmental revenue and personal services expenditures as on-behalf payments amounted to $1,236,310. Included in the on- behalf payments arc contributions to pension plans. The District employees belong to the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System Pension Plan and Lafourche Parish Council contributes to this pension plan on behalf of the District. The Judges of the District belong to the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System Pension Plan end the State of Louisiana contributes to this pension plan on behalf of the District. 
Note 8 - REIMBURSED EXPENDITURES The District recognized $13,851 in reimbursements from the Louisiana State Judiciary Department for travel-related expenditures. These reimbursements are accounted for as reductions to the rela~l expenditure. 
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Bourgeois Bennett 

To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. Our report on our audit of the basic financial statements of Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District) for the year ended December 31, 2003, appears on pages 1 and 2. That audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on such basic financial statements taken as a whole. The information contained in the schedule of governmental fund revenues and expenditures - general fund and graphs of governmental fund revenues - general fund and expenditures - general fund for the year ended December 31, 2003 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2003, taken as a whole. We also have previously audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the governmental fund balance sheets of Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund as of December 31, 2002 and 2001, and the related statements of governmental fund revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance for each of the two years in the period ended December 31, 2002 (none of which is presented herein), and we expressed unqualified opinions on those financial statements. In our opinion, the information presented in the schedule of governmental fund revenues and expenditures - general fund and graphs of governmental fund revenues -general fund and expenditures - general fund for the years ended December 31, 2002 and 2001 is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements from which it has been d~ved. 
Thibodaux, Louisiana, June 3, 2004. 
340 Weg Tuueel Bl'nt, Suite 430 p.O. Box 21~~ HouulI, LA 70361-2168 Phelle (91k~) ~139 Fix ~b~ 879-1~19 
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Bourgeois Bennett 

To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 
We have audited the basic financial statements of the S~ventecnth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District), a component unit of the Lafourehe parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 3 I, 2003, and have issued our report thereo~ dated June 3, 2004. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally ace@ted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained ~n Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about wl!ether the District's basic financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed!tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objeo~ve of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests dise|osed no instances of noncompliance 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered the District's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing proecdures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the basic financial statements and not to provide ~asuranec on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
1340 wlalt Trend Blv~L, SlJe 4~0 F.O. Box 2168 I-Iouma, LA 70361-2168 ~e (~5) 8r~J-o139 Fax (9~) 879-1949 W ICqmattmm A Lined t~allty C0qaay 
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Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund For the year ended December 3 i, 2003 

Section I Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Basic Financial Statements Internal Control No material weaknesses were reported during the audit for the year ended December 31, 2002. No reportable conditions were reported during the audit for the year ended December 31, 2002 Compliance No compliance findings material to the basic financial statements were noted during the audit for the year ended December 31, 2002. Section II Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of $300,000 during the year ended December 31, 2002 and therefore is exempt from the audit requirements under the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Section HI Management Letter 
31, 2002. 
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Seventeenth Judicial District- District Court Fund For the year ended December 31, 2003 
Section I Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Basic Financial Statements Internal Control No material weaknesses were reported during the audit for the year ended December 31, 2003. No reportable conditions were reported during the audit f0r the year ended December 31, 2003 Compliance No compliance fmdings material to the basic financial statements were noted during the year ended December 31, 2003. Section II Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of $300,000 during the year ended December 31, 2003 and therefore is exempt from the audit requirements under the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Section III Management Letter A management letter was not issued in connection with the audit for the year ended December 31, 2003. 


