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W e have audited the accompanying special purpose (legal basis) financial statements of the 
Supreme Court of Louisiana, the judicial branch of government within Louisiana state 
governm ent, as of and for the year ended June 30, t999, as listed in the table of contents. 
These financial statem ents are the responsibility of m anagem ent of the Supreme Court of 
Louisiana. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on 
our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform our audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as 
well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described in note 1-B to the financial statements, Acts 13 of the 1998 Regular Session of the 
Louisiana Legislature provided various state appropriations to units of the judicial branch of 
government. The accom panying special purpose financial statem ents include these state 
appropriations, except for those appropriations that are not under the control of the Suprem e 

Court of Louisiana as provided in note 1, which are subject to separate audits. As such, they 
present the appropriated and non-appropriated activity of the court that are part of the accounts 
and fund structure of the State of Louisiana. The appropriated funds reflect appropriated 
activity of the court that are part of the General Fund and special revenue funds of the State of 
Louisiana. The non-appropriated funds are individual funds of the State of Louisiana not 
subject to budgetary control. Furthermore, the special purpose financial statements have been 
prepared on a legal basis of accounting, the purpose of which is to reflect com pliance with the 
annual appropriation act for the appropriated funds and the financial position of the non- 
appropriated funds. These procedures differ from generally accepted accounting principles as 
described in the notes to the financial statem ents. Accordingly, the accom panying special 
purpose financial statem ents are not intended to and do not present financial position and 
results of operations in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
Audit Report, June 30, 1999 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

In our opinion, the accom panying special purpose financial statem ents present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the balances within the appropriated and non-appropriated funds of the 
Suprem e Court of Louisiana at June 30, 1999, and the transactions of such funds for the year 
then ended, on the basis of accounting described in note 1-D. 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated 
Decem ber 9, 1999, on our consideration of the Suprem e Court's internal control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its com pliance with certain laws and regulations. 

O ur audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the accom panying special 
purpose financial statem ents of the Suprem e Court of Louisiana taken as a whole. The 
accom panying supplem ental inform ation schedules are presented for the purpose of additional 
analysis and have been subjected to the procedures applied in the audit of the financial 
statem ents and, in our opinion, are stated fairly in all m aterial respects in relation to the financial 
statem ents taken as a w hole. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Suprem e Court and its 
m anagem ent and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the 
Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

LOC:JR:RCL:ss 

[SUPREME] 

Legislative Auditor 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
ALL APPRO PRIATED AND NO N-APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 

Com bined Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents (note 2) 
Investments (note 3) 
Receivables 
Due from other funds (note 6) 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQ UITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll deductions payable 
Due to other funds (note 6) 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity - fund balance - 

reserved (note 13) 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
AND FUND EQ UITY 

APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 
TRIAL COURT 

JUDG ES' CASE 
SUPPLEM ENTAL MANAG EM ENT 

GENERAL CO M PENSATION INFORMATION 
APPRO PRIATION FUND FUND 

$4,309,168 
420,205 
12,812 
59.374 

$4,801,559 

$276,271 
82,687 

358.958 

4.442.601 

$59,198 $49,819 

$59,198 

NO NE 

$59,198 

90,526 

$140.345 

$2,565 

2.565 

137.780 

$4,801,559 $59,198 $140,345 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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NON- 
APPROPRIATED 

FUNDS 

$926,980 

159.912 

$1,086,892 

$94,368 

149,900 

TOTAL 
(MEMORANDUM 

ONLY) 

$5,345,165 
420,205 
172,724 
149.900 

$6,087,994 

$373,204 
82,687 
149.900 

244,268 605,791 

842,624 5,482,203 

$1,086,892 $6,087,994 

Statem ent A 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
APPROPRIATED AND NON-APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balances 
For The Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENUES 
Appropriated by legislature: 
State General Fund 
State special revenue funds 
Fees and self-generated revenues 
Non-appropriated revenues 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal services 
Travel 
Operating supplies and service s 
Professional service s 
Other charges 
Non-appropriated expenditures 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (Uses) 
Operating transfers in (note 5) 
Operating transfers out (note 5) 
Transfers to other entities (note 7) 
Total other financing sources (uses) 

EXCESS(Deficiency)OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING 

OF YEAR, AS RESTATED (note 8) 

FUND BALA NCES AT END OF YEAR 

APPROPRIATED 

JUDGES' 
GENERAL PATIENTS' SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATION COMPENSATION COMPENSATION 
FUND FUND FUND 

$67,328,925 

301.454 

67,630,37g 

42,787,797 
1,052,582 
1,543,145 
852,956 
g55,559 

47.192.039 

20,438,340 

19,593 
(30,000) 

(19,378,491) 

$10,000 

NONE 

10.000 

(10,000) 

$3,600,000 
5.806 

3.605.806 

3.875.499 

3.875.499 

(269,693) 

(19,388,898) (10,000) NONE 

't ,049,442 NONE (269,693) 

3.393.159 NONE 328.891 

$4,442,601 NONE 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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FUNDS 
TRIAL COURT 

CASE 
MANAGEMENT NON - TOTAL 
INFORMATION APPROPRIATED (MEMORANDUM 

FUND FUNDS ONLY) 

$1,050,000 

1.050,000 

557,649 
42,982 
193,913 
31,226 
164.121 

989.891 

60.109 

NONE 

$1,440,524 
1,440.524 

1,500,554 

1,500,554 

(60,030) 

40,000 

(19,593) 

20,407 

$67,328,925 
4,660,000 
307,260 

1,440,524 
73.736,709 

47,220,945 
1,095,564 
1,737,058 
884,182 

1,119,680 
1.500.554 
53,557,983 

20.178.726 

59,593 

(69,593) 
(19,378,491) 
(19,378,491) 

60,109 (39,623) 800,235 

77,671 882,247 4,681,968 

$137,780 $842,624 $5,482,203 

Statem ent B 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Unexpended Appropriation - 
Budget Com parison of Current-Year 
Appropriation - Budget (Legal Basis) 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENUES 
Appropriated by legislature, state General Fund: 

Supreme Court: 

Salaries - Chief Justice end 7 essociete justices 
Supreme Court Proper - staff end other expenses 
and salary of court crier 
Judicial Council 
Judiciary Commission 

Court reporters 
Cues to the National Center for State Courts 

Committee on Professional Ethics 

Retired judges - salaries and expenditures 
Law Libre~ of Louisiana 

Transferred judges - sa}ariss and expenditures 
Retirement benefits to justices and judges - all courts 
Retirement benefits to widows of justices and judges - 
ell co urts 
Judicial College 
Em ployer ce ntribution t~ retirem ent system 

Civil commitment matters 
Law Enforce ment Message Switch Software 

Attorney chairman of MedicSI Review Panel - to be 
paid from Patients' Compensation Fund 

Judges' Supplemental Compensation Fund 
Trial Court Case Management Fund 
Other - interest earnings 

Courts of Appeal - salaries of 54 judges 
First Circuit operation and maintenance  
Seco nd Circuit operation and maintenance  

Third Circuit operation and maintenance  
Fourth Circuit operation and maintenance 
Fifth Circuit operation and maintenance  

District courts: 

Salaries of 173 judges 
District judges - office and travel expenses 

(Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$740.085 $740.085 

4.930.617 
2.043.216 
541.134 

194.507 
201.91 t 
3.000 

898.332 
1.116.735 
120.383 

2.826.918 

1.243.371 
111.947 

2.863.547 

85.000 
250.000 

10.00O 
4.000.000 
1.265.986 

307.260 
4.694.144 

4.961.208 
2.830.324 

4.073.917 
4.136.765 
2.702.036 

14,196,009 
1,185,800 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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4.930.617 
2.043.216 

541.134 
194.507 

201.911 
3.000 

898.332 
1.116.735 

120.383 
2.826.918 

1,243,371 
111,947 

2,803,547 
85,000 

250.000 

10.000 
3.600.000 
1.060.000 

307.260 

4.694.144 
4.961.208 

2.830.324 
4.073.917 
4.136.765 
2.702.038 

14,196,606 
1,185,800 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE 

{$400,000) 
(215.986) 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Unexpended Appropriation - 
Budget Com parison of Current-Year 
Appropriation - Budget (Legal Basis), 1999 

REVENUES (CONT.) 
Appropriated by legislature - state General Fund; (Cont.) 
District courts: (Cont.) 
Orleans Parish Civil District Court salaries of: 

14 judges 
Stenographers' and clerks' and other judges' expenses 
Twentieth Judicial District Court reporter- salary and 
retirement contribution 
Clerk of Odeans Parish Civil District Court 
Employer contribution to group, worker's compensation, 
general liability, and prope rty insurance 
Comm issioners of the Fifteenth and Nineteenth 

Judicial Districts - salaries 

Office  expenses - Nineteenth Judicial District 
Office  expenses - Fifteenth Judicial District 

Law clerk of the Twentieth Judicial District 
Orleans Parish Criminal Court: 

Salaries of 13 district judges 
Office expenses and employer co ntribution to 

group insurance 
Salaries of 13 m inute clerks 

Salaries of 26 court reporters 

Salaries and related benefits of 4 commissioners 
Office expenses of co m m issioners 

Salaries of co mmissioners' m inute clerks 

Salaries of co mmissioners' co urt reporters 
Judicial Administrator and 7 assistants - 
salaries and related benefits 
Salaries of 13 law clerks 
Salaries of 4 secretaries 

Sanity Commissions 

Board of Jury Commissioners 
Other co urts - salades end related benefits: 

Salaries of 60 City Court judges 
Juvenile Court - salaries of 14 judges 
Salaries of 5 family, 4 municipal, and 4 traffic 

co urt judges and one parish co urt judge 

(Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$1,135,680 
70.000 

fi8,388 
10,000 

1,490,343 

254,756 
239,064 
164,009 

25,836 

1,054,560 

190,403 

282,908 
381,068 

200,805 
10,000 

60,285 

45,428 

355,523 
360,764 
104,266 

182,172 

185,003 

1,571,429 

1,135,680 

577,948 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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$1,135,68o 
70.000 

58,388 
10,ooo 

1,490,343 

254,756 

239,064 
164,009 

25,836 

1,054,560 

190,403 

262,908 
381,068 

200,805 
10,000 

60,265 

45.428 

355,523 
360,764 
t04,266 

182,172 

t85.003 

1,571,429 
1.t35.680 

577,948 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Unexpended Appropriation - 
Budget Com parison of Current-Year 

Appropriation - Budget (Legal Basis), 1999 

REVENUES (CONT.) 
Appropriated by legislature - state General Fund: (Cont.) 
Other CoL~rts - salaries and related benefits: (Cont.) 
Juvenile and family courts - office expenses 

Orleans Parish Juvenile Protective Care 

Monitoring Program 
Judges Assistance Program 
Court Reporters for the Orleans Parish Juvenile Court 
Toter appropriated revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Supreme Court: 

Salaries - Chief Justice and 7 associate justices 
Supreme Court Proper - staff and other expenses 

and salary of co urt crier 
3udioial Councit 
Judiciary Com m ission 

Court reporters 

Dues to the National Center for State Courts 
Committee on Professional Ethics 

Retired judges - selades 8rid expenditures 
Law Library of Louisiana 

Transferred judges - salaries and expenditures 
Retirement benefits to justices and judges - all courts 
Retirement benefits to widowe ofjustico s and judges - 
all co urts 

Judicial College 

Employer contribution to retirement system 
Civil co mmitment matters 

Law Enforcement Message Switch Software 
Administrative expenses of the Medical Review Panel 

Courts of appeal - salaries of 54 judges 
First Circuit operation and maintenance 

Second Circuit operation and maintenance 
Third Circuit ope ration and maintenance  

Fourth Circuit operation and m aintenance  
Fifth Circuit ope ration and mair~tenance  

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$100,800 $100,800 

135,928 
25,000 

50.000 
72,912,~71 

135,928 
25,000 

50.000 
72,296,185 

740.085 740.085 

4,930~617 
2.043,215 
541,134 

194.507 

201,911 
3.000 

8(38,332 
1,116,735 
120,383 

2,826,918 

1,243,371 
111,947 

2,803,547 

85,000 
250,000 

10,000 
4,694,144 

4,961,208 
2,830,324 
4,073,917 

4,136,765 
2.702.038 

(Continued) 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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5,045,867 
1,967,025 
521,466 

141,840 

201,911 

3,000 
898,332 

1,214,295 
120,383 

2,612,240 

1,243,371 
111,947 

2,709,501 
84,926 

250,000 

4,692,762 
4,961,208 
2,830,324 
4,073,917 

4.138,765 
2,702,038 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

($615,966) 

(115.250 
76.188 
19,668 

52,667 

(97,560) 

214.678 

94,046 
74 

10,000 

1.382 



SUPREM E COURT OF LOUISIANA 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Unexpended Appropriation - 
Budget Com parison of Current-Year 
Appropriation - Budget (Legal Basis), 1999 

EXPENDITURES (CONT.) 
District Courts: 

Salaries of 173 judges 
District judges - office and travet expenses 
Odeans Parish Civil District Courts - salaries of: 

14 judges 
Stenographers' and clerks' end other judges' expenses 
Twentieth Judicial District court reporter - 
salary and retirement contribution 
Clerk of Orleans Parish Civil District Court 
Employer contribution to group, worker's compensation, 
general liability, and property insurance 
Commissioners of Fifteenth end Nineteenth 

Judicial Districts - salaries 
Office expenses - Nineteenth Judicial District 
Office expenses - Fifteenth Judicial District 

L~N cterk o~ ths "~ er~t~eth J~ ic~at D~st~  
Orleans Parish Criminal Court: 

Salaries of 13 district judges 
Office expenses and employer co ntribution 

to group insurance  
Salaries of 13 minute clerks 
Salaries of 26 court reporters 
Salaries and related benefits of 4 co mm issioners 

Office  expenses of co mmissioners 

Salaries of co mmissioners' minute clerks 
Salaries of co mmissioners' co urt reporters 
Judicial Adm inistrator and 7 assistants. 

salaries and related benefits 
Salaries of 13 law clerks 

Salaries of 4 secretaries 

Sanity Commissions 
Board of Jury Commissioners 

(Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$14,196,000 
1.185.800 

1,135,680 
70,000 

58,388 
10,000 

1,490,343 

254,756 
239,064 

164,009 
25,936 

1,054,560 

190,403 
262,908 
361,068 
200,805 
1O,00O 

60,265 

45,428 

355,523 
360,764 
104,266 
182,172 

185.003 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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$14,186,923 
1.077.721 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 

FAVORABLE 

UNFAVORA BLE 

$9,077 
108.079 

1,134,631 1,049 

70.000 

58,388 
10,000 

~,234,838 

242,447 

239,064 

131,420 
25,836 

1.043,636 

188,921 
262,908 

360,721 
200,805 
9,321 

58,895 
43,574 

352,357 

352,640 

100,134 

~82,~72 

185.003 

255,505 

12,309 

32.589 

10,924 

1,482 

20,347 

679 

1,370 
1,854 

3,166 

8,124 

4.132 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Unexpended Appropriation - 
Budget Com parison of Current+Year 
Appropriation - Budget (Legal Basis), 1999 

EXPENDITURES (CONT.) 
Other courts - salaries and related benefits; 

Salaries of 60 city co urt judges 
Juvenile Court - salaries of 14 judges 
Salaries of 5 family, 4 municipal, and 4 traffic 

court judges arid one parish court judge 
Juvenile end family co urts - office expenses 

Orleans Perish Juvenile Protective Care 
Monitoring Program 

Judges Assistance Program 
Orleans Parish Juvenile Court - co urt reporters 

Appropriated by legislature - State Special Revenue 
and Statutory Dedicated Funds: 
Judges' Supplemental Compensation Fund 

Trial Court Case Management Fund 
Totat appropriated expenditures 

UNEXPENDED APPROPRIATION - 
CURRENTYEAR 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$1,571,429 
1.135,680 

577,948 

100.800 

135,928 
25,000 

50.000 

4,000,000 
1.265,986 
72,604,911 

$307,260 

(Concluded) 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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$1,555,101 
1.128.048 

577,948 

100.800 

128,072 
25.000 

3,875,499 
989,891 

71.395.920 

$900,265 

Statem ent C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

UNFAVORA BLE) 

$16,328 
7.632 

7,856 

50,000 

124.501 

276.095 
1,208,991 

$593,005 



NTRO DUCTION 

SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

The Suprem e Court of Louisiana is a part of the State of Louisiana reporting entity w ithin the 

judicial branch of government. As provided by Article V of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, 
the judicial power of government of the state is vested in a supreme court, courts of appeal, 
district courts, and other courts. The Suprem e Court of Louisiana exercises an appellate 

function as the highest court in the state, has general supervisory jurisdiction over all other 
courts, and in certain instances, is the court of original jurisdiction. All judges of the various 
courts are elected to serv e term s ranging from six to ten years, depending upon their court of 

jurisdiction. The Supreme Court of Louisiana, comprised of the Chief Justice and seven 
Associate Justices, is empowered by Louisiana Revised Statutes (R.S.) 13:10, 13:121, and 
25:91-95 to appoint a judicial administrator, its clerk, and other personnel, and to control the 
Law Library of Louisiana. 

The court's operations are funded through annual appropriations m ade by the Louisiana 
Legislature from the state's General Fund and from the state's Patients' Com pensation Fund, 
Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Fund, and Trial Court Case M anagem ent Inform ation 
Special Revenue Funds. The court's operations are further funded through self-generated 
revenues authorized by R.S. 13:126, which include fees for appeals, applications for writs, 
m otions filed on unlodged appeals, answers to appeals, and through fees for copies, sem inars, 
and other serv ices. The state's Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Special Revenue Fund is 
funded by an additional fee of $16 charged by the various courts in the state in compliance with 
Act 63 of the 1985 Session of the Louisiana Legislature. The state's Trial Court Case 
Management Information Special Revenue Fund is funded by a special court cost from $1 to $2 
on all traffi c and crim inal convictions in the state as m andated by Act 152 of the 1993 Session 
of the Louisiana Legislature. The total am ount collected in connection with these tw o funds are 
collected by the Clerk of the Suprem e Court and various lower courts and rem itted to the state 
treasurer through the Judicial Adm inistrator's Office of the Suprem e Court of Louisiana. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING POLICIES 

A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) promulgates generally 
accepted accounting principles and reporting standards for state and local governm ental 
entities. These principles are found in the Codification of G overnm ental Accounting and 
Financial Reporting Standards published by the GASB. However, the accom panying 
financial statem ents have been prepared on a legal basis, which differs from generally 
accepted accounting principles as explained in the following notes. 
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B. REPORTING ENTITY 

GASB Codification Section 2100 has defined the governm ental reporting entity to be the 
State of Louisiana. The accom panying financial statem ents represent activity of the 
Supreme Court within the judicial branch of state government and, therefore, are a part 
of the fund and account group structure of the State of Louisiana and its general 
purpose financial statem ents. Annually, the State of Louisiana issues general purpose 
financial statem ents, which include the activity contained in the General Appropriation 
Funds of the accom panying financial statem ents. The general purpose financial 
statem ents are audited by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 

The financial activities of the court are organized on a fund basis whereby separate, 
self-balancing sets of accounts are m aintained to account for authorized or appropriated 
activities. Therefore, although the accom panying special purpose financial statem ents 
of the court contain sub-account inform ation of the various funds of the State of 
Louisiana, they only present inform ation as to the transactions of the court as authorized 
by Louisiana statutes, adm inistrative regulations, and rules of the Suprem e Court of 
Louisiana and the Judicial Budgetary Control Board. As such, they are not intended to 
present financial position and results of operations in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

The operations of the Supreme Court of Louisiana are separated into four major offices 
as follow s: 

The Judicial Adm inistrator's Office is responsible for all appropriated and 
non-appropriated funds of the court, except those self-generated fees 
collected and accounted for by the Clerk of the Suprem e Court, the 
Louisiana Law Library , and the Judicial College. Furtherm ore, the 
Judicial Adm inistrator's Offi ce provides a central payroll system for the 

payment of salaries to all state, district, and certain city court judges, as 
well as m inute clerks, court reporters, et cetera. This offi ce also pays 
certain expenses of the various courts throughout the state. 

The Office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court is responsible for collecting 
and accounting for the receipt and expenditure of filing fees and other 
self-generated revenues as provided by R.S. 13:124. These are funds 
not appropriated or accounted for by the Judicial Adm inistrator. 

The Louisiana Law Library is responsible for collecting and accounting for 
proceeds from the sale of acts of the Louisiana Legislature and receipts 
from the copying of legal docum ents and the use of W estlaw and LEXlS 
com puter term inals. These revenues are used to purchase books and 
cover costs relating to copy and com puter equipm ent located in the 
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library. These funds are not appropriated or accounted for by the Judicia 
Adm inistrator. 

The Louisiana Judicial College is responsible for collecting and 
accounting for sem inar registration fees. These fees are used to conduct 

seminars for the education of Louisiana judges. 

Certain appropriations made to units of the judicial branch under Act 13 of 1998 - 
Special Acts Judiciary are not adm inistered by the Suprem e Court of Louisiana and, 
therefore, are show n as transfers to other entities in the accom panying financial 

statements. These units are subject to separate audit and are listed as follows: 

03-8170-04 
03-8171-02 
03-8171-03 
03-8171-04 
03-8171-05 
03-8171-06 
03-8172-09 

03-8173-12 
03-8173-13 
03-8175-02 

C. FUND ACCO UNTING 

Appropriation 

Committee on Professional Ethics and Grievances 
First Circuit Court of Appeal 
Second Circuit Court of Appeal 
Third Circuit Court of Appeal 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal 
Judicial Expense Fund of the Nineteenth Judicial 
District Court - office expenses 
Sanity Com m issions 
Board of Jury Commissioners 
Lawyers Assistance Program 

The court uses fund accounting, along appropriation lines, to reflect its com pliance with 
provisions of the annual appropriation act and to reflect the financial position and results 
of operations of its non-appropriated funds; this differs from the fund accounting of 
generally accepted accounting principles where the intent is to m easure the financial 
position and results of the governm ental reporting entity as a whole. Therefore, the 
funds within the accom panying financial statem ents have been divided between 
appropriated and non-appropriated funds and not by conventional fund types of 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

The funds do not include any noncurrent assets or liabilities. Noncurrent assets, 
general fixed assets, and long-term liabilities are reflected in the State of Louisiana's 
general purpose financial statem ents. 

The funds presented in the special purpose financial statem ents are described as 
follows: 
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APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

General Appropriation Fund 

The General Appropriation Fund provides for the salaries, related benefits, and 
general adm inistrative expenditures of the Suprem e Court of Louisiana and 
courts of appeal. In addition, the General Appropriation Fund provides for 
certain salaries, related benefits, and general adm inistrative expenditures of the 
district, crim inal, and city courts. 

Patients' Com pensation Fund 

The Patients' Com pensation Fund, as provided in R.S. 40:1299.47, is used to 
pay the adm inistrative expenses of the Office of the Clerk of the Louisiana 
Suprem e Court attributable to the selection process of the attorney chairm an of 
the M edical Review Panel. The fund is financed by a yearly appropriation of the 
state legislature from the state's Patients' Com pensation Special Revenue Fund. 

Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Fund 

The Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Fund was created under Act 63 of the 
1985 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature to account for appropriations 
for salary supplements to judges and commissioners. The fund is financed by a 
yearly appropriation of the state legislature from statutory dedication funds 
transferred from the state's Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Special 
Revenue Fund. 

Trial Court Case Managem ent 
Inform ation System Fund 

The Trial Court Case M anagem ent Inform ation System Fund was originated by 
Act 152 of the 1993 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature and accounts 
for appropriations used to prepare a m aster plan for the developm ent of a 
statewide autom ated trial-court case m anagem ent inform ation system and to 
provide for the fast-tracked proto-type developm ent of the crim inal disposition 
com ponent of the overall inform ation system . The fund is financed by a yearly 
appropriation of the state legislature from statutory dedication funds transferred 
from the state's Trial Court Case M anagem ent Inform ation System Special 
Revenue Fund. 
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NO N~ PPRO PRIATED FUNDS 

Judicial College - Sem inar Fund 

The Judicial College - Sem inar Fund was established to account for transactions 

related to the conducting of seminars for the education of Louisiana judges. 
Funding is received from collected registration fees. The balance rem aining in 
the program at June 30, 1999, will be used to sponsor sem inars and special 
projects relative to judicial education for Louisiana judges during the fiscal year 
ended June 30. 2000. 

Clerk of the Suprem e Court 
Fee Account Fund 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court Fee Account Fund is used to account for filing 
fees, copies of court records, and other revenues received by the court, as 
provided by R.S. 13:126, and interest earned on tim e deposits. The fund is used 
to pay expenditures approved by the Suprem e Court of Louisiana that are not 
paid by funds appropriated to the Clerk of the Suprem e Court. 

Law  Library Self-G enerated Fees Fund 

The Law Library Self-G enerated Fees Fund accounts for the purchase of law 
books from proceeds from the sale of acts of the Louisiana Legislature as 
provided by R.S. 43:22. The Law Library provides copy m achines and a 
facsim ile m achine within the library for use by its patrons and W estlaw and 
LEXlS com puter term inals to assist patrons in their legal research. The fees 
generated from these services are used to cover the cost of the copy m achines, 
facsim ile m achine, com puter m aintenance, and other operating expenses. 

Task Force on W om en in the Courts Fund 

The Task Force on W om en in the Courts Fund was created by the Suprem e 
Court in accordance with the Rules of the Judicial Budgetary Control Board and 
by authority of Act 348 of 1988 and is used to account for expenditures 
attributable to the following purposes of the fund: to determ ine whether the 

design, operation, laws, rules, practices, and conduct of the judicial system result 
in inequality between men and women litigants, lawyers, judges, witnesses, court 
personnel, and all those who come into contact with the judicial system; to 
assess the real or perceived effects of gender bias on courtroom interaction and 

the judicial decision-making process; and to educate the bench, bar, and public 
about gender fairness in the judicial system and to make appropriate 
recom m endations. 
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The Cam paign for the Children 

The Cam paign for the Children is a public awareness program that is designed 
to inform the public about the problem of foster care drift in Louisiana and to 
m otivate the public to become involved in reducing and eventually elim inating the 
problem . Phase Three of the Cam paign, beginning in October 1998 and 
extending to April 2000, is a m edia initiative funded by the Children's Trust Fund, 

W endy's International, the Louisiana Court Improvement Program (LCIP) and 
Louisiana Public Broadcasting (LPB) that will result in the development by LPB 
of one 30-m inute program , an eight to ten m inute program , and two public 
service announcem ents on the issue of foster care drift. The 30-m inute program 
was aired on LPB stations. The eight to ten m inute version is used by a 
speakers' bureau and by the LCIP staff to com m unicate the issue at m eetings 
through 2000. The public serv ice announcem ents were aired on public and 
com m ercial stations from February through M ay of 1999. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution Task Force 

The Alternative Dispute Resolution Task Force is a legislatively created body 
that proposed and now adm inisters the Civil District Court/First City Court Pilot 
M ediation Program . M ediation is an alternative dispute resolution m echanism 
w herein the parties attem pt to resolve their differences w ith the assistance of a 
trained third-party facilitator, a m ediator. The procedure is non-binding and shall 

not prejudice any party's right to full judicial process. The pilot program 
com m enced on Septem ber 1, 1993, and extended to August 31, 1999, by Act 
1451 of the 1997 Legislative Session. The task force is funded through a $25 
application fee to all persons who apply to be on the approved list of m ediators in 
the M ediation Program that the task force now adm inisters. 

National Crim inal History Im provem ent 
Program G rants: Brady G rant and 
Protective O rders G rant 

The overall goal of the National Crim inal History Im provem ent Program grant is 
to expand and enhance participation in the National Instant Crim inal Background 
Check System and to develop m odel procedures for accessing records of 
persons other than felons who are ineligible to purchase firearm s. W ithin this 
fram ework and with the use of federal funding, the Brady G rant will secure the 
means for the Supreme Court to develop a statewide criminal justice information 
system that will provide complete, accurate, and timely criminal justice records to 
the courts, district attorneys, and law enforcem ent. The Brady grant period, 
under the cognizance of the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement (LCLE), 
has been recently extended to Septem ber 30, 2000. The Protective Order G rant 
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will enable the court to provide law enforcem ent officers with access to accurate, 
tim ely, and com plete records in regard to protective orders. The Protective 
Order grant, also under the cognizance of the LCLE, expired on Septem ber 30, 
1998. 

National Crim inal History Im provem ent 
Sex Offender 

The Sex Offender grant is affi liated with the National Crim inal History 
Improvement Program grant. A statewide criminal justice information system will 
provide complete, accurate, and timely criminal justice records to the courts, 
district attorneys, and law enforcem ent and will also flag dispositions of cases 
involving sex offenders for inclusion in the national and state sex offender 
registries. A physical connection between the Louisiana Suprem e Court and the 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) already existed. The software is needed to 
autom ate the transfer of data' and to support queries between the Louisiana 
Supreme Court criminal justice records and the Law Enforcement Message 
Switch software within the DPS network. The Sex Offender grant, under the 
cognizance of the Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent, will expire on 
Decem ber 31. 1999. 

National Crim inal History  Im provem ent 
State Com puterized Crim inal History  System 

The State Com puterized Crim inal History System grant is a cooperative 
endeavor agreem ent with the Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent. The 
funding source is the National Crim inal History Im provement Program grant. The 
purpose of the grant is to continue with the developm ent of the Case 
Management Information System (CMIS) and aid CMIS in the accomplishment 
of its goals and objectives thereby enhancing and improving local and state 
criminal justice records. The funding enabled CMIS to purchase a laser color 
printer to provide color aided presentation m aterials depicting the scope of CM IS 
projects and to provide manuals for the documentation of applications developed 
for the statewide im plem entation of the CM IS program . Although the grant funds 
were exhausted by June 30, 1999, the term ination date of this program is 
Septem ber 30, 1999. 

Violence Against W om en Act Training G rant 

In support of the Violent Crim e Control and Law Enforcem ent Act, the National 

Crime Information Center - Protective Order File (NCIC-POF) was implemented 
in M ay 1997. Using funding available from the Violence Against W om en Act 
grant (VAW A), implementation of the Louisiana Protective Order registry, a data 
base designed to collect inform ation about all court orders issued for the purpose 
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of preventing violent or threatening acts against another person, will provide 
com plete, accurate, and tim ely protective order records to the courts and law 
enforcem ent, and will allow Louisiana to fully participate in the NCIC-PO F. The 
VAW A Training grant, under the cognizance of the Louisiana Com m ission on 
Law Enforcem ent, is used to conduct training. The expiration of the grant is 
Novem ber 30. 1999. 

Louisiana Uniform Rules Project 

The Louisiana Uniform Rules Project was created by the Supreme Court in 1998 
for the purpose of developing uniform district court rules to be im plemented by 
the Supreme Court. The main source of funding for the project is a grant from 
the State Justice Institute. 

New O rleans Collaborative for Tim ely Adoptions 

(Adoption Opportunities Grant Fund) 

The New Orleans Collaborative for Tim ely Adoptions is a three-year grant that is 
federally funded at approximately $250,000 per year from the Department of 
Health and Hum an Services. The grant began in October 1997 and will extend 
to October 2000. Its purpose is (1) to improve the timelines and quality of the 
adjudication of child abuse and neglect cases in the Orleans Parish Juvenile 
Court (OPJC) and (2) to institute long-term systems reforms within the OPJC, 
including the development and implementation of an integrated juvenile justice 
inform ation system , new court rules, and retraining of all court em ployees. 

State Court im provem ent G rant 

The State Court Im provem ent G rant is a four-year federal program established 
by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (P. L. 103-66) to assist courts 
in the assessm ent and im provem ent of proceedings relating to foster care and 
adoption. The grant, awarded to the highest court in each state, will enable trial 
courts to (1) identify barriers, (2) highlight practices that are not fully successful, 
and (3) measure areas in need of added attention. Reforms will then be 
im plem ented that address the state court's specific needs in foster care abuse 
and neglect proceedings. 

D. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. The funds in the accom panying financial statem ents m easure the 
resources provided by the legislature to fund current-year expenditures and the use of 
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those resources by the court. This differs from generally accepted accounting principles 
in which the m easurem ent focus would be to m easure the flew of current resources. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized and 
reported in the financial statem ents, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. The 
accom panying financial statem ents reflect revenues and expenditures in accordance 
with applicable statutory provisions and regulations of the Judicial Budgetary Control 
Board. These legal requirem ents differ from generally accepted accounting principles 
as follows: 

2 

Revenues are recognized to the extent that they have been appropriated 
and not necessarily when m easurable and available. 

Expenditures are recognized to the extent that appropriation authority has 
been extended to the court and not necessarily when the fund liability has 
been incurred. 

Under the foregoing legal provisions, the court uses the following practices in 
recognizing revenues and expenditures. 

Revenues 

The state G eneral Fund and Special Revenue Fund appropriations are 
recognized in the am ounts appropriated, to the extent withdrawn from the State 
Treasury . Fees and self-generated revenues and non-appropriated revenues 
are recognized in the am ounts earned, to the extent m easurable and available. 

Expenditures 

Salaries, related benefits, and obligations of em ployee vested annual and sick 
leave are recognized when paid, to the extent that they have been appropriated 
or approved by the Judicial Budgetary Control Board. Substantially all other 
operating expenditures are recorded when the related liability is incurred, to the 
ext ent that they have been appropriated or approved by the Judicial Budgetary 
Control Board. 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 

Transfers between funds or units of the judicial branch, some of which are not 
adm inistered by the Suprem e Court of Louisiana and are not expected to be 
repaid, are accounted for as other financing sources (uses) in the year the court 
or the Judicial Budgetary Control Board authorizes the transfer. 
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E. CASH and CASH EQ UIVALENTS 

Cash and cash equivalents includes cash on hand, dem and deposits, and tim e deposits. 
Under state law, the court m ay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under 
the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of 
the United States. Furtherm ore, the court m ay invest in certificates of deposit of state 
banks organized under the laws of Louisiana and national banks having their principal 
offi ces in the State of Louisiana. 

F. INVESTM ENTS 

In accordance with R.S. 49:327(C)(2), the court is authorized to invest funds in direct 
United States Treasury obligations, United States governm ent agency obligations, direct 
security repurchase agreem ents, and reverse direct security repurchase agreem ents for 
federal obligations listed previously. 3-he investm ents, reported at m arket value, involve 
repurchase agreem ents of a Federal Hom e Loan M ortgage Corporation obligation. 

G . G ENERA L FIXED ASSETS 

The court m aintains records on its m ovable properties and does not account for land, 
buildings, and im provem ents used by the court. The m ovable properties are valued at 
historical cost at the tim e of acquisition. The m ovable property am ounts are not 
included in the accom panying financial statem ents. 

H. LO NG-TERM O BLIGATIO NS 

The court is by statute not allowed to incur bonded indebtedness and, therefore, no 
recognition within the accom panying financial statem ents is necessary. Furtherm ore, 

any long-term obligations of the court arising from lease commitments, judgments, or 
com pensated absences are not recognized in the accom panying special purpose 
financial statem ents. 

BUDG ET PRA CTICES 

By rule of the Suprem e Court of Louisiana, the Judicial Budgetary Control Board was 
created with the authority to approve the transfer of funds within the court as needed. 
The appropriation m ade for the operations of the court is an annual lapsing 
appropriation and is recorded in the appropriated funds. As provided by Act 13 of 1998, 
any funds therein allocated to the judiciary, any portion of the funds previously 
appropriated to the judiciary, or interest earnings on such appropriations are thereby 
appropriated and may be used to defray expenses of the judiciary. All funds remaining 
unexpended and/or unencum bered m ust be returned to the state General Fund on or 
before Septem ber 1 of the succeeding fiscal year. However, Act 537 of 1999 
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reappropriated these funds to defray expenses of the judiciary for fiscal years 1999- 
2000, thereby elim inating the requirem ent to return the unexpended/unencum bered 
portions to the state General Fund on or before Septem ber 1. 

Revenues and expenditures for budget purposes are recognized on the sam e basis of 
accounting as described in note 1-D. Statem ent C includes all appropriated funds and is 
presented as a single fund for budgetary com parison purposes. A reconciliation of 
Statement B to Statem ent C revenues and expenditures is as follows: 

Revenues per Statem ent B: 
General Appropriation 
Patients' Com pensation Fund 
Judges' Supplemental Com pensation Fund 
Case M anagement Information System Fund 

Revenues per Statement C 

Expenditures per Statem ent B: 
General Appropriation 
Judges' Supplemental Com pensation Fund 
Case M anagement Information System Fund 
Plus - transfers to circuit courts and other entities 
Less - transfer to district court from 
prior year fund balance 

Expenditures per Statement C 

$67,630,379 
10,000 

3,605,806 
1.050.000 

$72,296,185 

$47,192,039 
3,875,499 
989,891 

19.378.491 

(4O,OOO) 

$71,395,920 

Budget revisions are granted by the Joint Legislative Com m ittee on the Budget, the 
Judicial Budgetary Control Board, and the Suprem e Court of Louisiana. The budget 
information included in the financial statements (Statement C) includes the original 
appropriations plus subsequent am endm ents as follows: 

Original approved budget - Judiciary - Act 13 of 1998 
Net increase in accordance with Act 13 of 1998 

Total 

J. JUDG ES' SALARIES 

$72,604,911 
307.260 

$72,912,171 

The salaries of the judges of the various appellate, district, juvenile, family, and city 
courts throughout Louisiana are paid directly by the Supreme Court of Louisiana with 
warrants drawn on the State Treasury and are included in the expenditures of the 
accompanying financial statements. City court judges, in addition to their state-paid 
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salary, m ay receive salary from other sources, but their total salary is lim ited to that of a 

district court judge by R.S. 13:1874.1. 

K. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 

All regular em ployees of the Judicial Adm inistrator's Office, the Offi ce of the Clerk of the 
Suprem e Court, the Law Library of Louisiana, the Judicial College, and certain Justices' 
personal staff earn and accum ulate annual and sick leave, depending on years of 
service, at 12 and 24 days per year. The am ount of annual and sick leave that m ay be 
accum ulated by each em ployee is unlim ited. Upon term ination, em ployees m ay be 
com pensated for up to 300 hours of unused annual leave at the em ployee's hourly rate 
of pay and for any unused com pensatory leave earned at the em ployee's hourly rate of 
pay, depending on the availability of funds. Upon retirem ent, unused annual leave in 
excess of 300 hours m ay be converted to additional state service for the purpose of 
com puting retirem ent benefits. In addition, those who attain eligibility in the state 
retirem ent system m ay include unused accrued sick leave in calculating retirem ent 
benefits in accordance with the form ula established by the retirement system . 

L. TOTAL CO LUM NS O N STATEM ENTS 

Total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only (overview) to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
colum ns do not present financial position or results of operations. Neither are such data 
com parable to a consolidation. 

2. CASH AND CASH EQ UIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1999, the court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) as follows 

Petty cash 
Time deposits 
Demand deposits 

Tota 

$250 
5,296 

5.339.619 

$5,345.165 

At June 30, 1999, the court has $7,548,829 in deposits (collected bank balances). These 
deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the 
federal deposit insurance m ust at all times equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. 
These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. These deposits are secured from risk by 

$287,258 of federal deposit insurance (GASB Category 1) and $7,261,571 of pledged securities 
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held by the custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal agent bank and in the nam e of the court 
(GASB Category 1). 

3. INVESTM ENTS 

As shown on Statem ent A, at June 30, 1999, the court has investments in repurchase 
agreem ents com posed of Federal Hom e Loan M ortgage Corporation obligations with a m arket 
value of $420,205. In applying the credit risk of GASB Codification Section 150.164, the 
investm ents are considered GASB Category 1 because they are in the nam e of the court and 
are held in the trust departm ent of a custodial bank selected by the court. 

4. G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

At June 30, 1999, the Supreme Court has stewardship responsibility for $2,453,904 in general 
fixed assets (movable property) valued at historical cost at the time of acquisition. In addition, 
the Office of the Judicial Administrator maintains an inventory of $1,377,356, which includes 
fixed assets located at various appellate, district, juvenile, and family courts throughout 
Louisiana. These assets were purchased by the judges of those courts with the approval of the 
Judicial Adm inistrator by authority of R.S. 13:698-699. A sum m ary of general fixed assets - 
m ovable property for the year ended June 30, 1999, for the Suprem e Court and for the 
inventory of the other courts in Louisiana m aintained by the Judicial Adm inistrator's Office is as 
follows: 

Deletions 

Law Library 
Judicial Administrator 
Clerk of the Supreme Court 
Total Supreme Court 

Other courts in Louisiana 

Balance at 
July 1, 1998 Additions 

$234,816 $36,468 
829,121 76,444 

1,122,439 239,375 
2,186,376 352,287 
1,279,138 99,634 

and 

($12,463) 
(21,809) 
(50,487) 
(84,759) 
(1,416) 

Balance at 
June 30, 1999 

$258,821 
883,756 

1,311,327 
2,453,904 
1,377,356 

$3,465,514 $451,921 ($86,175) $3,831,260 

The m ovable property records of the Suprem e Court do not include the Suprem e Court's 
portrait collection, which is valued at $4 07,350, nor the value of books maintained in the Law 
Library of Louisiana. A card file inventory is m aintained, and the value assigned to these books 
as appraised by the Law Library is $6,441,410 as of June 30, 1999. 

The court does not own any land or buildings 



SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

5. INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

nterfund operating transfers consist of the following 

Tasks Force on W omen in the Courts Fund 
Patients' Compensation Fund 
Clerk of the Supreme Court Fee Account Fund 
General Appropriation Fund 

Uniform Rules Project Fund 
Adoptions Opportunities G rant Fund 

Total operating transfers in/out 

6. DUE TO/DUE FRO M OTHER FUNDS 

Due to/due from other funds consist of the following 

General Appropriation Fund 
Trial Court Case M anagement Information Fund 
Brady Grant Fund 
Protective Orders Grant Fund 
Sex Offender Grant Fund 
Violence Against W omen Training Grant Fund 
Adoption Opportunities Grant Fund 
State Court Improvement Grant Fund 

Total Due to/Due From 

7. TRANSFERS TO OTHER ENTITIES 

Transfers to other entities consist of the following 

Transfers 
In 

Transfers 
Out 

$19,593 
10.000 

0,000 
9,593 30,000 
5,000 
5.000 

$59.593 $59,593 

Due From Due To 

$59,374 
90.526 

$56,132 
16,572 
1,500 
16,322 
33,891 
25.483 

$149,900 $149.900 
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Com mittee on Professional Ethics and Grievances 
First Circuit Court of Appeal 
Second Circuit Court of Appeal 
Third Circuit Court of Appeal 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal 
Nineteenth Judicial District Court 
Sanity Com m issions 
Board of Jury Commissioners 
Lawyers Assistance Program 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Court 

"]otal 

8. RESTATEM ENT O F BEG INNING FUND BALANCES 

$3,000 
4,961,208 
2,830,324 
4,073,917 
4,136,765 

2,702,038 
239,064 
182,172 
185,003 
25,000 
40.000 

$19.378,491 

Beginning fund balances of the Non-Appropriated Funds on Statem ent B have been restated as 
follows: 

Fund balance at June 30, 1998 

Adjustments for cash balances 
and stale dated checks 

Fund balance at July 1, 1998 

9. PENSIO N PLANS 

$873,204 

9.043 

$882,247 

Substantially all em ployees of the court are m em bers of two statewide, public em ployee 

retirement systems (cost sharing, multiple-employer plans). The clerk of court and assistance 
deputy clerks of the court are m em bers of the Louisiana Clerks Retirem ent and Relief Fund 
(LCRRF). Substantially all other employees and justices are members of the Louisiana State 
Employees Retirement System (LASERS). Generally, all full-time employees are eligible to 
participate in the system s, with em ployee benefits vesting after 10 years of service. The State 
of Louisiana guarantees benefits granted by the retirem ent system s by provisions of the 
Louisiana Constitution of 1974. The system s issue annual publicly available financial reports 
that include financial statem ents and required supplementary inform ation for the system s. The 
reports m ay be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 

Bdcksome Avenue, Suite B1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (225) 256-6660 
and/or the Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent System , Post Offi ce Box 44213, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70804, or by calling (225) 922-0600. 
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The contribution requirements of plan m em bers and the court are established and m ay be 
am ended by the state legislature. The legislature annually sets the required em ployer 
contribution rate equal to the actuarially required em ployer contribution, as set forth in R.S. 

11:102. Employees contribute 8.25% (LCRRF) and 7.5% (LASERS). The state is required to 
contribute 10% to the LCRRF and 12.4% of covered salaries to LA SERS. Contributions to the 
system s are funded through em ployee contributions and em ployer contributions. The State of 
Louisiana funds the court's em ployer contributions through annual appropriations to the court. 
The court's em ployer contributions to LCRRF for the years ended June 30, 1999, 1998, and 
1997, were $122,026, $117,298, and $117,840, respectively, and to LA SERS for the years 
ended June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were $3,836,438, $4,068,755, and $3,504,090, 
respectively, equal to the required contribution for each year for each retirem ent system . 

10. POSTRETIREM ENT HEALTH CARE 
A ND LIFE INSURA NCE BENEFITS 

The court provides certain continuing health and life insurance benefits for its retired 
em ployees. Substantially all of the court's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through insurance com panies w hose m onthly 

premiums are paid jointly by the employee and the court. The court recognized the cost of 
providing these benefits for active employees (court's portion of premiums) as an expenditure 
when paid during the year, which was $789,552 for the year ended June 30, 1999. The court's 
cost of providing retiree health care and life insurance benefits are recognized as expenditures 
when the m onthly prem ium s are paid. For the year ended June 30, 1999, the cost of retiree 
benefits totaled $678,179. 

11. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 

The liability for unused annual leave payable at June 30, 1999, com puted in accordance with 
the Codification of Governm ental Accounting and Financial Reporting Standards Section 
C60.105, is estimated at $515,875 of unused annual leave and $16,124 of unused 
com pensatory leave. The leave payable is not recorded in the accom panying financial 
statem ents. 

92. LEASE CO M M ITM ENTS 

The Suprem e Court has entered into two rental lease agreem ents for office space. The court's 
lease agreem ents have non-appropriation exculpatory clauses that allow lease cancellations if 
the legislature does not m ake an appropriation for their continuation during future fiscal years. 
Total rental expenditures for these operating leases during the 1998-99 fiscal year am ounted to 
$167,657. The anticipated annual rental payments for office space for the next four fiscal years 
are presented in the following schedule: 
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1555 Poydras 
601 St. Charles 

1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 

$152,005 $168,888 $182,109 $182,109 
31,500 31,560 31,500 

13. RESERVE FO R CONTINUING O PERATIO NS 

As shown on Statem ent A, the Suprem e Court of Louisiana has reserves for continuing 
operations totaling $5,482,203 at June 30, 1999. These funds may be retained and used to 
defray the expenditures of the court, as prescribed by R.S. 13:10.3 for the Judges' 
Supplem ental Com pensation Fund, R.S. 13:124 for the Clerk of the Suprem e Court Fee 
Account Fund, and Act 539 of 1999 for all other appropriated funds. The fund balances in the 
other non-appropriated funds are considered restricted or reserv ed for the purposes for which 
the funds were collected, granted, or donated. The reserves for continuing operations are 
detailed as follows: 

Appropriated Funds: 
General Appropriation Fund: 
Courts' Relocation Expenses 
Operations and Maintenance 
Judges' Supplem ental Com pensation Fund 
Trial Court Case M anagement Information Fund 
Non-Appropriated Funds: 
Judicial College - Seminar Fund 
Clerk of the Supreme Court Fee Account Fund 
Law Library Self-Generated Fees Fund 
Cam paign for the Children 

Louisiana Uniform Rules Project 
State Court Improvement Grant 

Total 

14. JUDG M ENTS, CLAIMS, AND SIM ILA R 
CO NTING ENCIES 

$1,195,201 
3,247,400 

59,198 
137.780 

60,776 
645,246 
104,387 
7,588 
37,500 

(12,873) 

$5,482,203 

Obligations and losses arising from judgments, claims, and similar contingencies are paid 
through the state's self-insurance fund and are not reflected in the accom panying special 
purpose financial statem ents. The self-insurance fund is operated by the Offi ce of Risk 
M anagem ent, the state agency responsible for the state's risk m anagem ent program . 
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15, DEFERRED CO M PENSATIO N PLA NS 

Some em ployees of the court participate in the Louisiana Deferred Com pensation Plan adopted 
under the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457. Com plete disclosures relating to 
this statewide plan are available in the financial statem ents of the State of Louisiana. 
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SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RMATIO N SCHEDULES 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

NON~ PPRO PRIATED FUNDS 

Schedule 1 presents a com bining balance sheet for all non-appre priated ~ nds as of June 30 
1999. 

Schedule 2 presents a com bining schedule of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund 
balances for all non-appre priated funds for the year ended June 30, 1999. 



SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA 
STATE OF LO UISIANA 
NON-APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

Combining Balance Sheet (Legal Basis), June 30, 1999 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Receivables 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND 
FUND EQUfrY 
Liabilities - accounts payable 
Due to other funds 
Total liabilities 

Fund Equity - fund balances - 
reserved for continuing operations 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
AND FUND EQUITY 

CLERK OF 
JUDICIAL THE SUPREME LAW  LIBRARY 
COLLEGE - COURT FEE SELF- 
SEMINAR ACCOUNT G ENERATED 
FUND FUND FEES FUND 

$100.595 $640,529 
10,012 

ALTERNATIVE 
CAMPAIGN DISPUTE 
FOR THE RESOLUTION BRADY 
CHILDREN TASK FORCE GRANT 
FUND FUND FUND 

$39,819 $5,295 $36,131 $250 
$56,132 

39,619 5.295 36,131 NONE 250 56,132 

60.776 NONE NONE 

32 



 

VIOLENCE 
SEX AGAINST 

OFFENDER W OMEN ACT 
GRANT TRAINING GRANT 
FUND FUND 

STATE 
ADOPTION COURT 

OPPORTUNITIES IMPROVEMENT 
GRANT GRANT 
FUND FUND 

Schedule 1 

$37.500 $926,980 
$16.572 $1.500 $16,322 $33.891 $25.483 t59,912 

$16.572 $1.500 $16,322 $37 500 $33.891 $25.483 $1,086,892 

$12,873 $94,368 
$16.572 $1.500 $16,322 $33.891 25.483 149.900 
16~72 1,500 16,322 NONE 33,891 38,356 244.268 

NONE NONE NONE (12,873) 842,624 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 
NO N-APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 

Com bining Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures 

and Changes in Fund Balances (Legal Basis) 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENUES 
Grants - federal 
Grants - other 
Fees and self-generated revenues: 
Court fees 
Copy fees 
Bar admissions 
Seminar fees 
Sales of acts o1 the legislature 
Computer-assisted research fees 
Facstmite fees 
Miscellaneous 
Use of money and property - interest earnings 
Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal services 
Travel 
Ope rating supplies Bnd services 
Professional services 
Other charges 

Total expenditures 

JUDICIAL 
COLLEGE - 
SEMINAR 
FUND 

$135,923 

5.441 
141,364 

4,220 
5,901 
t5,220 
179,559 

204,900 

CLERK OF 
THE SUPREME 
COURT FEE 

ACCOUNT FUND 

LAW  LIBRARY 
SELF- 

GENERATED 
FEES FUND 

$239,857 
24,307 $17,299 
15,975 

153 
15,219 
295,511 

50 
9,839 
7,373 
7.693 

42,254 

485 
25,246 
162,531 10,406 
5,702 39,796 
26,548 10,432 
220,512 60,636 

TASK FORCE 
ON W OMEN 
IN COURTS 

FUND 

NONE 

NONE 

EXCESS (Defictency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES (63,536) 74,999 (18,362) NONE 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Opemtingtmns~rsin(out) NONE 10,000 NONE 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES (63,536) 84,999 (16,382) (19,593) 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING 
OF YEAR, AS RESTATED 124,312 560,247 122,769 19,593 

FUND BALA NCES AT END OF YEAR $60,776 

(Continued) 

$645,246 $104,387 NONE 



CAMPAIGN 
FOR THE 
CHILDREN 
FUND 

$25,000 

25,000 

24.723 

24.723 

ALTERNATIVE 
DISPUTE 

RESOLUTION 
TASK FORCE 

FUND 

$2,125 

2,125 

2,640 

2,640 

BRADY 
GRANT 
FUND 

$244,325 

PROTECTIVE 
ORDERS 
GRANT 
FUND 

$153,751 

t 53,751 

101.192 

14 11,680 
119,738 36,622 
124,573 4,257 
244,325 153,751 

SEX 
OFFENDER 
GRANT 
FUND 

$1,500 

277 (515) NONE NONE NONE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

277 (515) NONE NONE NONE 

7,311 515 NONE NONE NONE 

$7,588 NONE NONE NONE NONE 

Schedule 2 



SUPREME COURT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
NO N-APPRO PRIATED FUNDS 

Com bining Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures 

and Changes in Fund Balances (Legal Basis) 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENUES 
Grants - federal 
Grants - other 
Fees and self-generated revenues: 
Court fees 
Copy fees 
Bar admissions 
Seminar fees 
Sales of acts of the legislature 
Computer-assisted research fees 
Facsimile fees 
Miscellaneous 
Use of money and property - interest earnings 
Totat revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal services 
Travel 
Ope rating supplies and services 
Professional services 
Other charges 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Operating transfers in (out) 

EXCESS(Deficiency)OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING 
OF YEAR, AS RESTATED 

FUND BALA NCES AT END OF YEAR 

(Concluded) 

STATE 
COMPUTERIZED 

CRIMINAL HISTORY 
SYSTEM 
FUND 

$4,479 

4,479 

4,479 
4,479 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

VIOLENCE 
AGAINST 

W OMEN ACT 
TRAiNiNG GRANT 

FUND 

$16,322 

18,322 

5,890 
10.432 

16,322 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

LOUISIANA 
UNIFORM 
RULES 
pROJECT 
FUND 

42,500 

(25,OOO) 

15.000 

(10,000) 

47,500 



 

ADOPTION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

GRANT 
FUND 

$229,334 

229,334 

2,636 
236 

97,823 
143,639 
244,334 

STATE 
COURT 

IMPROVEMENT 
GRANT 
FUND TOTAL 

$266,257 

267.059 

106,429 
10,093 
5,456 
24,041 
133,913 
279,932 

$933,468 
25,000 

239,857 
41,606 
15,975 
135,973 
9,839 
7,373 
7,693 
3,080 
26.660 

1,440,524 

212,326 
43,876 
211,433 
583,578 
449,341 

1,500,554 

(15,000) (12,873) (60,030) 

15,000 NONE 20,407 

NONE (12,873) (39,623) 

NONE NONE 882,247 

NONE ($12,873) $842,624 

37 

Schedule 2 



OTHER REPORT REQUIRED BY 

GO VERNM EN T AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following pages contain a report on com pliance with laws and regulations and on internal 
control as required by Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of 
the United States. This report is based solely on the audit of the financial statem ents and 
includes, w here appropriate, any reportable conditions and/or m aterial weaknesses in internal 
control or com pliance m atters that would be m aterial to the presented financial statem ents. 



DANIEL G, KYI,E, PIt.D., CPA, CFE 
I,I;GISLATIVE AUDITOR 

OFFICE OF 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 
STATE OF LOUISIAN A 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-9397 

Decem ber 9, 1999 

Reeort on Com oliance and on Internal Control Over Financia 

1600 NORTII TIIIRD S'I KI!E] 
I'OST OFFICE I]OX 04397 

TELEPItONE: (225) 339-3800 
FACSIMILE: (225) 339-3870 

SUPREM E CO URT OF LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
New O rleans, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accompanying special purpose (legal basis) financial statements of the 
Suprem e Court of Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our 
report thereon dated Decem ber 9, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Supreme Court's special purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement, we perform ed tests of its com pliance 
w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants, noncom pliance with w hich 
could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit, and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed 
no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing 
Standards, 

nternal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Supreme Court's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
our opinion on the special purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the 
internal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to 
the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters 
involving the court's internal control over financial reporting and its operations that we consider 
to be m aterial weaknesses. 

EXHIBIT A 
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SUPREM E CO URT O F LO UISIANA 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 
Com pliance and Internal Control Report 
Decem ber 9, 1999 
Page 2 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Suprem e Court of Louisiana and 
its m anagem ent and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the 
Legislative Auditor as a public document. 
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EXHIBIT A 


