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IND EPENDENT AUD ITORS' REPORT 

A NEILLJACKSON, JR,, CPA 
(Retged) 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose finan cial statem ents of the Sabine Parish Assessor, 
M any, Louisiana, a component unit of the Sabine Parish Police Jury, M any, Louisiana, as of and for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1997, as listed in the Table of Contents. These financial statem ents are the 
responsibility of the man agem ent of the Sabine Parish Assessor. Our responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audm ng ~landards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Audm ng Slandard~ issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States. Those stan dards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the finan cial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial 
statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade 
by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall fman cial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our  opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Sabine Parish Assessor, M any, Louisiana, as of Decem ber 31, 1997, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

In accordance with Govern m ent Audm ng Slandards, we have also issued a report dated April 28, 1998, on 
our consideration of the Sabin e Pan~h Assessor s in tern al control over financial reportm g and our tests of 
its com pliance with laws, regulations, contracts and gran ts. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial statements 
of the Sabine Parish Assessor, M an y, Louisiana, taken as a whole. Th e accompanying supplem entary 
inform ation schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are 

not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in our opinion, is 
fairly stated in all m aterial respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

H INES, JA CKSON  & H INES 
N atchitoches, Louisiana 
April 28, 1998 

--  MEMBERS -- 
Amencan mstsute of Certified Pubhc Accountants ~ Society o1 Lomslana Certified Pubhc Accountants 
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SABIN E PARISH A SSESSOR 
M ANY  LOU ISIAN A 

III~'TZT _ AT T 17TTNIFI q~ PF~ A 

EXH IBIT A 

A SSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables 
A d valorem  taxes 
Interest 
Prepaid expenses 
Office furn ishings and equipm ent 

Total A ssets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable 
Payroll taxes withheld and payable 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund Balance 
Unreserved - undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

Governm ental Account 
Fund Type Groups Total 

General General (M emorandum 
Fund Fixed Assets Only) 

275,056 $ 0 $ 275,056 

400,988 

6,060 
1,295 

0 

0 

0 

400,988 
6,060 
1,295 

0 242 250 242,250 

_ _ 
_ 4_ 2qO 025 64(~ 

$ 1,472 
3,853 

$ 0 
0 
$ 1,472 

3,853 

5,325 0 5,325 

0 242,250 242,250 

678,074 0 678,074 

678,074 242,250 920,324 

Total Liabilities and Fund Equity L  (~83,Y)0 $ 242,250 $ 925,649 

The accom panying notes are an  integral part of this statem ent. 



SA BINE P,M LISH ASSESSOR 
M AN5~, LOU ISIAN A 

EX HIBIT B 

-  G OV ERNM EN TAL FU ND TYPES - 

REV ENU ES 
Taxes - ad valorem  
State revenue sharing 
Interest 
Other 

Total Revenues 

FOR TH E V EAR END ED D ECEM BER 31. 1997 

EXPEND ITUR ES 
G eneral governm ent 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel an d other charges 
Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures 

FUND  BALAN CE, Beginning of year 

FUND  BA LAN CE, End of year 

Total 

(M emorandum 
General Fund Only) 

$ 397,929 
44,541 
18,558 
6,626 

$ 397,929 
44,541 
I8,558 

6,626 

467,654 467,654 

323,454 
42,735 
19,238 
16,865 

323,454 
42,735 
19,238 
16,865 

5,495 5,495 

407,787 407,787 

59,867 59,867 

618,207 618,207 

The accom panying notes are an in tegral part of this statem ent. 5 



M ANY . LOT JISIA N A 

EX H IBIT C 

COM BIN ED STA TEM EN T OF REV ENUES EX PFND ITUR ES AND  CH AN GES 

IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP B~SIS) AND ACTUAL - 
GO V ERNM EN TA L FUND  TYPES . GEN ERA L FU N D 

F()R THE Y EAR END ED DECEM BER 31 1997 

RE VENU E 

Taxes - ad valorem  
State revenue sharing 

Interest 
Other 

Total Revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 
General governm ent 
Personal services and related benefits 

Opel ating serv ices 
M aterials and supplies 
Tra~ el and other charges 
Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Varian ce 

Budget Actual Far./(Unfav.) 

388,000 

46,000 
18,000 

5 600 

$ 397,929 
44,541 
18,558 

6,626 

$ 9,929 
(1,459) 

558 
1,026 

457,600 467,654 10,054 

329,500 
42,000 
28,700 
21,500 
15,000 

323,454 
42,735 

19,238 
16,865 
5,495 

6,046 

(735) 
9,462 
4,635 
9,505 

436 700 407,787 28,913 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures $ 21L91 ~l~ 

FU ND  BALAN CE, Beginning of year 

FUND  BA LAN CE, End of year 

59,867 $ 38,967 

618,207 

The accom pan ying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 6 



 

M ANY , LOU ISIAN A 
N OTES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

DECEM BER 31. 1997 

NO TE 1 SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A s provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is elected 
by voters of the parish and serves a term  of four years beginning January 1 following the year in 
w hich elected. In accordan ce w ith Louisian a law , the assessor bases real and m ovable property 
assessm ents on conditions existing on Jan uary 1 of the tax year. The assessor com pletes an 
assessm ent listing by M ay 1 of the tax year an d subm its the list to the parish governing authority and 
the Louisian a Tax Comm ission, as prescribed by law . Once the assessm ent listing is approved, the 
assessor subm its the assessm ent roll to the parish tax collector, who ts ~ cbponsible for collecting an d 
distributing tax es to the various taxing bodies located in the parish 

The accomm ng and reporting policies of the Sabine Parish A ssessor conform  to gcnerally accepted 
accounting principles as applicable to governm ents. The Governm ental Accounting St,mdards Board 

(GASB) is the accepted stan dard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial 
reporting principles. Such accounting an d reporting procedures also conform  to the requirem ents 
set forth in the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide. an d to Louisian a Revised Statues 24:513 and 
24:517, an d to the industry  audit guide, Audits of State and Local G overnm ental U nits 

A . Financial R eporting Entity 

As the govern ing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Sabine Parish Police Jury  is the 

finan cial reporting entity for Sabine Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of a) the primary 
government (police jury), b) organizations for which the primary government are financially 
accoun table, and c) other organ izations for which the nature an d significance of their relationship 
with the prim ary governm ent ar e such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Govern m ental Accounting Stan dards Board Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
w hich com ponent units should be considered part of the Sabine Parish Police Jury  for reporting 
purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithing the reporting entity 

is finan cial accoun tability. Th e GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial 
accountability. This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a) The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 



M AN Y LO I JISTAN A 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

A. Financial Reporting Entity (Continued) 

2 

3 

The potential for the organization to im pose specific financial burdens on the 

police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are 
fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organ izations for w hich the reporting entity financial statem ents w ould be 
m isleading if data of the organ ization is not included because of the nature or 
significance of the relationship. 

Because of the nature and significance of the services provided by d~e Sabine Parish Assessor, the 
financial statem ents of the reportin g cntity w ould be m islead l ng if the data of the Sabine Parish 
Assessor were excluded. Therefore, tile Sabine Parish Assessor ~as determ ined to be a com ponent 
unit of the Sabine Parish Police Jury , the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the Sabine Parish Assessor an d do 

not present inform ation on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
govern m ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

B. Fund A ccounting 

The accounts are organized on the basis of funds an d account groups, each of which is considered 
a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for w ith a separate set of 
self-balan cing accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, fu nd equity, revenues, and expenditures. 

The individual funds account for the governm ental resources allocated to them  for the purposes of 
carrying on specific activities in accordan ce w ith law s, regulations, or other restrictions. Fund 
accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid financial m an agem ent by 
segregating tran sactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. The Assessor is 
grouped, in the financial statem ents in this report, into one generic fund type as follow s: 

Governm ental Fund 

General Fund - The general fund is the general operating fund of the Sabine Parish A ssessor. It is 
used to account for all financial resources of the A ssessor. 



M ANY . I,OHISIAN A 

D ECEM BER 31 1997 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

C. A ccount G roups 

General Fixed A ssets Account Group 

This is not a fund but rather an account group that is used to account for all general fixed assets 
acquired by the Sabine Parish A ssessor. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund-type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in 
the General Fixed A ssets Account Group and are recorded as expenditures in the governm ental fund 
type w hen purchased. A ll fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if 
actu al historical cost is not available. Donated fixed assets ar e valued at their estim ated fair value 
on the date of donation. N one of the Assessor's fixed assets costs have been estim ated. N o 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

D . Basis of A ccounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts an d 
reported in the finan cial statem ents. Basis of accounting related to the tim ing of the m easurem ent 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The governm ental funds ar e accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Under 

the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., 
when they become measurable an d available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction 
can be determ ined an d "available" m ean s collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough 
thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures ar e generally recognized 
un der the m odified accru al basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except that 
principal and interest on general long-term  obligations are recognized when due. Those revenues 
susceptible to accru al include ad valorem taxes, com pensation from  taxing bodies, tax notice 
preparation fees, an d interest revenues. 

E. Budgets and Budgetary A ccounting 

The A ssessor prepares a budget for its general fun d on a basis consistent w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. The procedures with respect to the budget ar e designed to m eet the 
requirem ents of applicable Louisian a Revised Statues. The A ssessor am ends its budget w hen 



NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

E. Budgets and Budgetary Accounting (Continued) 

projected revenues are expected to be less than budgeted amounts by 5 percent or more and/or 
projected expenditures are expected to be more than budgeted amounts by 5 percent or more. 
Form al budgetary accountin g ~s em ployed as a m an agem ent control. 

V acation and Sick Leave 

Full-tim e em ployees of the Assessor's office earn five to ten vacation days per year
, depending on 

their length of service, and ten days of sick leave. V acation and sick leave do not vest or accum ulate; 
therefore, no liability for com pensated absences has been recorded in the financial statem ents. 

G . C ash and C ash Equivalents 

Consistent with GASB Statem ent 9, "Reporting Cash Flow s of Proprietary an d Nonexpendable Trust 
Funds and Governm ental Entities that use Proprietary Fund Accounting", the Com m ission defines 
cash and cash equivalents as follows: 

Cash - includes not only currency on han d but also dem an d deposits w ith banks or other financial 
institutions and other kinds of accounts that have the general characteristics of dem and deposits in 
that the custom er m ay deposit additional funds at an y tim e an d also effectively m ay w ithdraw funds 

at any tim e without prior notice or penalty. 

Cash equivalents - all short term , highly liquid investm ents that are readily convertible to know n 

amounts of cash an d are so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of chan ges in value 
because of m terest rates. Generally, only investm ents w hich, at the day of purchase

, have a maturity 
date no longer th an three m onths qualify under this definition. 

H . R eceivables 

All receivables are reported at th eir gross value and, where applicable, ar e reduced by the estim ated 
portion that is expected to be uncollectible. All receivables w ere determ ined to be collectible at 
D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

3.0 



M AN Y _ LO IT[SIAN A 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

I. Fund Equity 

The unreserved fund balances for governm ental funds represent the am ount available for budgeting 
future operations. 

J. M em orandum  O nly - Total C olum ns 

Total colum ns on the general purpose statem ents are captioned "M em orandum  Only" because the 
total columns do not represent consolidated financial inform ation an d are presented only to facilitate 
finan cial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position or results of operations 
in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a 
consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

K . Estim ates 

The presentation of finan cial statem ents in conform ity w ~th generally accepted accounting principles 
requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates an d assum ptm ns flin t affect th e reported am ounts of assets 
an d liabilities an d disclosure of contingent assets an d liabilities at the date of the finan cial statem ents 
and the reported am ounts of revenues an d expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could 
differ from  those estim ates. 

L. Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under which pur chase orders, contracts, and other com m itm ents for the 
expenditu re of m onies are recorded in order ~o reserve th at portion of the applicable appropriation

, 

is not em ployed by the Sabine Parish Assessor 

NOTE 2 CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AN D TIM E DEPOSITS 

Louisian a Revised Statutes authorize the A ssessor to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes 
or certificates, or to deposit funds in dem an d deposits, interest bearing dem an d deposits, m oney 
m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized un der Louisiana law and national banks 
having their principal offices in Louisian a. They are classified as investm ents if their original 
m atu rities exceed 90 days; how ever, if the original m aturities ar e 90 days or less, they ar e classified 
as cash equivalents. Investm ents ar e stated at cost. 

11 



M ANY . LOI BSIAN A 

NOTE 2 CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND TIM E DEPOSITS (CONTINUED) 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1997, the Sabine Parish A ssessor has cash, cash equivalents and tim e deposits 
totaling $275,056. 

Interest bearing deposit accounts 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

Under state law, these deposits must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These 
securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank  that 
is m utually acceptable to both parties. As of December 31, 1997, the Comm ission had $280

,598 in 
bank  deposits. These deposits were secured by risk by $230,598 of federal deposit insurance an d 
$406,942 (market value) of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal 
agent (GASB category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncoUateralized (Category 3) under the provisions 
of GA SB Statem ent 3, Louisian a Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory  requirem ent on the 
custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the 
Com m ission that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

N O TE 3 CH AN G ES IN G EN ER AL FIXED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s 

Office furn ishings and 
equipm ent 

Balance 
January 1, 

1997 Additions 

Balance 
D ecem ber 31, 

D eletions 1997 

N O TE 4 PEN SIO N PLA N 

Substantially all employees of the Sabine Parish Assessor's Offi ce are m embers of the Louisiana 

Assessors Retirement Fund ("System"), a multiple employer, public employee retirement system 
(PERS), controlled an d administered by a separate board of trustees. 

12 



 

M ANY . LOUISIAN A 
N O] ES TO THE FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS (CON TINU ED 

DECEM BER 31. 1997 

NOTE 4 PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 

All full-tim e em ployees who are under the age of 55 at the tim e of original em ploym ent and are not 
drawing earned retirem ent benefits from  any other public retirem ent system  in Louisian a are required 
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of 
credited service or who retire at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited serv ice are entitled 
to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for 
each year of credited serv ice, not to exceed I00 percent of their final-average salary . Final-average 

salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
lughest average Em ployees who term inate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw 
their em ploycc contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 an d receive the benefit accrued to their date 
of term ination. The System  also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by 

state statute. 

The System  issues an  annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
an d required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to 
the Louisiana Assessors' Retirem ent Fund, P.O. Box 1786, Shreveport, LA 71166-1786, or by 

calling (318) 425-4462. 

Plan m em bers ar e required by state statute to contribute 7.00 percent of their annual covered salary  
and the Sabine Parish A ssessor is required to contribute at an  actuarially determ ined rate The 
current rate is 5.75 percent of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirem ents ol plan 
m em bers and the Sabine Parish A ssessor are established an d m ay be am ended by state statute As 
provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 11:103, em ployee contributions ar e determ ined by actuarial 

valuation an d are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fixed 
year . The Sabine Parish A ssessor's contribution to the System  for the year s ending D ecem ber 31, 

1997 an d 1996 were $13,172 an d $12,882, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each 

year. 

N O TE 5 LEA SES 

The Sabine Parish A ssessor had no capital or operating leases at D ecem ber 31, 1997 

NO TE 6 LITIGATION 

The assessor has no outstan ding defensive litigation pending at D ecem ber 31, 1997 

13 



M ANY . LOU ISIAN A 

N OTES TO THE FIN AN CIAL STA TEM ENTS (CON TINU ED 

DECEM BER 31. 1997 

NO TE 7 A D V ALO REM  TAX ES 

Ad valorem  taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. Taxes are 
levied by the Assessor in October, are actually billed by the Sabine Parish Sheriff in November, and 
becom e due N ovem ber 15. Billed taxes becom e delinquent on Jan uary 1, of the follow ing year. A ll 
ad valorem tax revenues are recognized in compliance with NCGA Interpretation - 3 GASB 

Codification Section P70 (Revenue Recognition - Property Taxes) which states that such revenue 
is recorded when it becom es m easurable an  available. Available m eans due, or past due and 
receivable w ithin the current period and collected no longer than 60 days after the close of the 

current period. 

The Sabine Parish Sheriff bills an d collects property taxes for the assessor using the assessed values 

determ ined by the assessor. 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1997, taxes of 6.29 m ills were levied on property with assessed 
valuations totaling $63,263,630. Total tax es levied were $397,929 which were tbl ~cneral operations 
of the assessor's office. Taxes receivable at December 31, 1997, total $400,953 

N O TE 8 EX PEN DITURES O F TH E A SSESSO R PAID BY TH E PO LICE JU RY 

The A ssessor's office is located in the parish courthouse. Expenditures for the operations and 
m aintenance of the parish courthouse, as required by state statute, are paid by the Sabine Par ish 
Police Jury an d ar e not included in the accom panying financial statem ents. 

14 



O TH ER  SU PPLEM EN TA R Y  IN FO RM A TIO N 
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Personal services and related benefits 

Salaries - A ssessor 
Salaries - Deputies 
Salaries - Other 
Payroll Taxes 
Group insurance 
Continuing education 
Retirem ent 

Total personal serv ices and related benefits 

Operating serv ices 
Advertisem ents 
A utom obile expense 
Dues and subscriptions 
Equipm ent rental 

Insuran ce 
Legal and accounting 
Licenses &  fees 
M aintenance contracts 
M iscellan eous 
Outside services 
Repairs & M aintenance 
Telephone 

Total operating serv ices 

M aterials and supplies 

Film  
Offi ce supplies 
Other supplies 

Postage 

SCH EDULE 1 

60,000 
170,697 
14,973 
16,096 

45,200 
3,315 

323,454 

97 
8,186 
2,144 

3,202 
4,033 
8,721 

23 
6,415 

12 

690 
4,632 
4,580 

42,735 

920 
10,635 
5,513 
2,170 

Total m aterials and supplies $ 19,238 

Supplem entary inform ation schedule. Presented as additional an alytical data. 16 



SCH EDI ILE OF EXPEND ITURES - G OV ERNM EN TA L 
FIIND TYPEg - G ENERAL FLrND  ~CONTIN UED 
FOR THE YEA R EN DED DECEM BER 31. I997 

Travel and other charges 
A ssessor's expense allow ance 
Entertainm ent &  m eals 
Travel 

Total travel an d other charges 

Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

$ 6,000 
1,806 
9,059 

16,865 

5,495 

$ 407,787 

Supplem entary inform ation schedule. Presented as additional analytical data. 17 
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H INES, JACKSON & H INES 
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NATCHITOCHES, LOUISrANA 71457 

TELEPHONE (318) 352-6458 
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A NEiLL JACKSON, JR , CPA 
(Retired) 

REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AND ON IN TERNAL CONTROL OV ER 
FINAN CIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FIN AN CIAL STA [EM  ENTS 
PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDAN CE W ITH GOV ERNM ENT AUDITIN G STAND ARDS 

Honorable Carroll Ellzey 
Sabine Parish Assessor 
M any, Louisiana 71449 

W e have audited the genera l purpose finan cial statem ents of the Sabine Parish Assessor, M any, Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1997, an d have issued our report thereon dated April 28, 1998. 
W e conducted our audit in accordan ce with generally accepted audm ng standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Audm nc Standards, ~ssued by the Com ptroller 
General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about whether the Sabine Parish Assessor's financial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its complian ce with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts an d grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an  opinion on com pliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit an d, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of nun complian ce that are required to be reported under Government 

In planning an d perform in g our  audit, we considered the Sabine Parish Assessor's intern al control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our  auditing procedur es for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the fin ancial statem ents an d not to provi de assurance on th e internal control over financial reporting. Our 
consideration of the internal control over  finan cial rep orting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control over financial rep orting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a 
condition in whi ch the design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control components does not reduce 
to a relatively low level the risk th at m isstatem ents in am oun ts that would be m aterial in relation to the 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur  an d not be detected within a tim ely period by employees in 
the norm al course of perform in g th eir assign ed functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control 
over finan cial reporting an d its operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This rep ort is intended for th e inform ation of the Sabine Parish Assessor an d the Legislative Auditor of the 
State of Louisiana. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

HINES, JA CKSON  & H INES 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 
April 28, 1998 
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N ATCH ITO CHES. LOUISIAN A 
N1 IM M  ARY ,qCFIRDI II,F. OF PRIOR AUD IT FIND IN G S 

Fiscal Y ear 
Finding 
Initially 

Ref. N o. O ccurred 

FO_ _ _ R TH E YEAR END ED 
D ECEM BER 31 1997 

Corrective 

Action 
Taken 

(Yes, No, 
Partially) 

Planned Corrective 
A ction/Partial 

Corrective Action Taken 

N othing cam e to our attention th at would required disclosure under Governm ent Auditin~ Standards 

3.9 



Ref. N o. 

SCH EDULE 3 

CORRECTIVE A CTION  PLAN  FOR CURREN T Y EAR AI IDIT FIN DIN G R 

D eserintion of Findin~ Correct Action Planned 

Name(s) of 
Contact 

Person(s) 

Anticipated 

Completion 
D ate 

Nothing cam e to our attention that would require disclosure under Govem m cnl Audm n~ Sla 
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