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To the Honorable John Dahmer Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court Amite, Louisiana 70422 

BRUCE HARRELL & CO. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A Professional Accounting Corporation 109 West Minnesota Park Park Place Suite 7 Hammond, IA 70403 VOICE: (504) 542-6372 FAX: (504) 345-3156 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

KE~OOD OFFICE P.O. Box 45. 602 Fifth St. Kentwood, LA 70444 VOICE: (504) 229-5955 IAX: (504) 229-5951 MEMBERS A~nerican Institute of CPA, Society of Louisiana CPA~ 

We have audited the accornpanying general purpose financial statements of tile Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statemenls are tim responsibility of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit hi accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require flint we plan ~md perform tim audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial stalcmcnts are free of material misstatelncnt. Aal audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amomlts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing tbe accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating ~e overall financial statement presentation. We believe that ou~ a~dit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations foT the 3'ear tben ended in confonnily with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 12, 1997 on our consideration of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was perfommd tbr the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Tmagipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Louisiana, taken as a whole, The accompanying schedules are presented for pu q~oses of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information bas been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly staled, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Bruce Harrell & Company, CPAs A Professional Accounting Corporation 
December 12, 1997 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS Assets: Cash and cash equivalents hwestments Receivables Due from other funds Due from other govenlments Land, buildings, and equipment Other debits - amount to be provided for retirement of general long-term obligations TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS LIABILITIES, EQUI'FY, AND OTHER CREDITS Liabilities: Accounts payable Due to other funds Unsettled deposits Lease-purchase payable Compensated absences payable TOTAL LIABILITIES Equity and Other Credits: Investments in general fixed assets Fund balances: Reserved Unres~rvext Total Equity and Other Credits TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 

Combined Balance Sheet June 30, 1997 
FUND 
GENERAL FUND 

ACCOUNT FIDUCIARY GROUP FUNDS - GENERAL AGENCY FIXED FUNDS ASSETS 
$ 1,043,904 $ 4,734,063 835,874 71,]73 1,341 12,962 76,050 6,209 512,987 
*. 1~134,248= $ 5,647,328 $ 512,987 
25,517 $ $ 76,05(I 12,962 5,634,366 28.894 130.461 

155,068 848.719 1.003,787 

5.647.328 

$ 1,134,248 $ 5,647,328 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. -4- 

512,987 

STATEMENT A 

TO'I AI. (MEMORANDUM ONIY) 

$ 7.294.563 
25,517 89,012 5,634,366 
5,77L78~_ 
512.987 155,068 84~7!~)__ 512,987 1,516~.7_74 

$2:2,987 $ 7,294,563 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
REVENUES Licenses and permits Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Use of money and property - interest & dividends earnings Miscellaneous Total revenues 
EXPENDITURES General government: Personal services and related benefits Operating serviees Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital expenditures Total expendilures EXCESS OF REVF.NUES OVER EXPENDITURES 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Gain on sale of Investments Gain on Sale of Fixed Assets Total other finm~cing sources 
EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (IVER EXPENDITURES FI.B~/D BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. -5.. 

STATEMENT B 
GENERAl, FUN[) 
$ 27.233 886,259 816,277 161,715 46.947 1,938,431 
1,269,673 136,//29 192,868 27.472 56,048 682090 256.34 
935 4 800 
272.O76 



 
TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

REVENUES Licenses and permits Fees, charges, and conunissions for services: Court cost, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Use of money and property-interest and dividends Miscellmmous Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government; Personal services mu~ related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital expenditures Total expenditures 

STATEMENT C 

GENERAL FUND 
BUDGET ACTUAL 

VARIANCE - FAVORABLE ~JNFAVORAP&E) $ 27,500 $ 27,233 $ (267) 
869,385 770,000 160,000 49,100 1.875.985 
1,268,974 138,838 194,300 26,150 56,325 1.684.587 EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 191~398 . OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Gain on sale of investments Gain on sale of fixed assets Total other finaucing sources 14.800 

886,259 816,277 161,715 46,947 1.938.431 
1,269,673 136,029 192,868 27,472 56,048 .1~682~090 

16,874 46.277 1,715 (2,153) 62,446 
((,99) 2,g09 1,432 (1,322) 2.497 256.341 64.943 

935 14.800 935 14_800 15.735 935 EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 206,198 272,076 65,878 FUND BALANCE BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE END OF YEAR 

The accompmlying notes are ml integral part of these statements. -6-- 

731.711 $ ~937 909 ,$),003 787 $ 65.878 



INTRODUCTION 
TANGIPAHOA PARISIt CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Finaucial Statements As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana CorLstitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as the ex-officio notary public; the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has other duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a four-year term. 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 
As tide governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Tangipahoa Parish Council is the fi,ancia] reporting entity for Ta3~gip~oa Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary government (cotmc il), (b) olganizations for which the primary govcnmaent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations fol ~}~ich nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would catJsc thc reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, mad a. The ability of the council to impose its will oil that organization ancVor 
b. The potcntial for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or idnpose specific fina,cial burdens on the council. 2. Organizations for which the council does uot appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent c,~ tide council. 3. Organizations fbr which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of tt~e organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 
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C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its opcralions. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid finarieial management by segrcgating transactions relating to certain govemnlental functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fired of the clerk of cat,it and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office are accoumed tbr in this fund. General operating expenditures arc paid from this fund. Agency Funds The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Funds account for assets held as an agent for others. Agcnc3 fimds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measureraent of resnlts of operations. D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to whcn revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reportcd m the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The govenunental funds are accounted for using a flow of current financial resotlrccs measuremeut focus. The accompanying geueral puq~ose financial statements have beeu prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The govennnental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures. 
Revenues Revenues from recordings, copies, and other services are recognized when they become measurable and a~ ailable as net current assets (i.e. whan the service is performed). Substantially all other revenues are recordcd when received. Expenditures Expenditures are generally recoguized under the naodified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
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E. BUDGET PRACTICES 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
The proposed budget for the 1997 fiscal year was made available for public inspection at the clerk's office on Jtme 5, 1996. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 10 days prior to fl~e public hearing. The budget hearing was held at the clerk's office on Juue 14, 1996. Thc budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the clerk. All appropriations lapse at year end. 
Formal budget imegration is not employed as a management control device. Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial statemeuts include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. F. ENCUMBIL4,NCES The clerk of court does not use ml eueumbrance accounting system. G. CASIt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with state baltks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. In addition, local governments in Louisiana are authorized to invest in the Loeisiana Asset Management Pool Inc., (LAlvlP), a nonprofit corporation formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer and organized under the law s of Louisiana, which operates a local government investment pool. Investments are stated at cost. 
Under state law, the clerk of court may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. Thcsc are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original nmturities are 90 da3 s or less, they are classified as cash equivalents, hwestments are stated at cost, except for investments in the Dcfcrtcd Compensation Agency Fund, which are reported at market. H. FIXED ASSETS 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized in tbe geT,oral fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish council are not recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on geueral fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 1. COMPENSATED ABSENCES The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 
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Sick Leave 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended Jnne 30, 1997 
Each employee is granted 13 days for sick leave at the beginning of each year. It may be carried over at the end of each year. In the event of major surgery, child birth, or extended hospital confinement, a period not to exceed 30 days will be allowed at the discretion of the clerk of court. Any holidays falling within this 30 day peziod will be included in the 30 days, and cannot be added to this period. After 30 days, the employee will be considered on leave without pay, provided all other leave has been exhausted. No liability is recorded for non-vesting accumulating rights to receive sick pay benefits. 
Vacation Ten vacation days are granted to each employee at the beginning of each year, employees with 10 years of fi~/l-time service are given 15 vacation days. Unused vacation clays colwert to sick leave at the end of the employees' 3car. 
The cost of leaw," privileges, conaputed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a currant-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. J. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Long-tenn obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Fxpenditures for principal azad interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in the General Fund whan due. There are no long-term obligations at the end of the current 3,ear. K. FUND EQUITY Reserves Reserves represent those portiorLS of fund equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for a future ose 
Designated Fund Balances Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources L. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS Total colunuls ou the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are prcseuted only to facilitate tin,racial analysis. Data in these colunms do not present financial position or results of operations in confomfity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS At June 30, 1997, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $5,777,967, as follox~s 
Interest-bearing Demand Deposits Time Deposits Total 

$ 4,452,967 1,325,000 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) nmst be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market walue of the pledgexl securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposLt with the fiscal agent bank. "llaese securities are held in the nmne of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1997, the clerk has $5,604,645 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $3,068,887 of f~eral deposit hlsuranec mad $2,535,758 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even thougb the pledged securities are cousidered uucollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisimm Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory rexluirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fimds upon demand. 
3. INVESTMENTS At June 30, 1997, the clerk of court holds investments totaling $835,874 as follows 
U. S. T-Bonds U. S. T-Notes Zweig Series Trust LAMP Total 

Carrying Amount $ 98,658 399,629 98,812 238,775 

Market Value $ 100,000 400,000 98,812 238,775 $ 835,874 $ 837,587 All investments are stated on the balance sheet (carrying value) at cost. MI investments, except LAMP, are in the name of the clerk mad are held at the clerk's office. Because these investments are in the name of the clerk mad are held by the clerk or the clerk's agent, the investmeuts are considered insured and registered, Category (1), in applying the credit risk of GASB Codification Section I50.164. 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) AS of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 In accordance with GASB Codification Section I50.165, the investment in LAMP at June 30, 1997, is not categoriz~ in the three risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section I50.164 because the investment is in the pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form. LAMP is administered by LAMP, Inc., a nonprofit corporation orgaJfized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, which was formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is governed by a board of directors comprising the State Treasurer, represematives from various organizations of local government, the Government Finance Office Association of Louisiana, and the Socicty &Louisiana CPAs. Only local governments having contracted to participate in LAMP have an investment interest in its pool &assets. The prlma~y objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for fl~e placement of public funds in short- term, high-quality investments. The LAMP portfolio includes only securities and other obligations in which local govcnnnents in Louisiana are authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAMP investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U. S. Treasury, the U. S. Government, or one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities. The dollar weighted average portfolio maturity of LAMP assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and consists of no securities with a maturity in excess of 397 days. LAMP is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants immediate access to their account balances. 4. DUE TO/FROM OTItER FUNDS The due to/fi'onl other fands of $89,012, at June 30, 1997, is as follows 

General Fund Advancc Deposit Fund Total 
5. RECEIVABLES The receivables of $72,514 at June 30, 1997, are as follows 
Class of Receivable: Accounts Receivable NSF Receivable Total 

General Fund $ 70,631 542 

Due From Due To $ 12,962 76,050 $ 76,050 12,962 $._...__8.9,012 * 89,012 

Agency Funds Total $ 1,341 $ 70,631 1,883 $ 71,173 $ 1,341 $ 72,514 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISIt CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Contlnued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A sannnary of ch,'mges in general fixed assets follows: Balance July 1, 1996 Additions Deletions Land Buildings Equipment Vehicle Total 

7. PENSION PLAN 

$ 27,800 143,225 285,914 14,345 
$ $ 
32,067 23,981 14,345 

Balance June 30, 1997 $ 27,800 143,225 317,981 23,981 $ 47:1,284 $ 56,048 $ 14,345 $ 512,987 
Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court are menlbers of the l~ouismua Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined pension plan adnfinistcred by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are required to participate iT~ the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 3,ears of credited service are elltitled to a retirement hcncfit, payable rnonthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, nnt to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who temfinate with al least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrned to their date of tennination. The System also provides death mad disability benefits. Benefits are established and amended by state statute. The System issues an ~uumal publicly available financial report that includes financial statementS and required supplemental infonnation ofthe Sy~em. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially detennined rate. The current rate is 11 00 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fnurth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collected by the tax rolls of each pz.rish. The contribution requirements of plan Inelnbers and the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be zanended by state statute. As providedl by Louisiana Revised Statute '~ 1:1~3, "the employeT con~.ributions aTe determined by actuarial valualion a~16 arc subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court'.'; contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $101,948, $105,378, and $94,398, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
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Deferred Compensation Plan 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 
The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court also offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with lntemal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all clerk of court employees, permits them to defer a porlion of their salary until future years. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or unforeseeable emergency. All amounts of compensatiou deferred under file plan, all property and rights purchased with those amounts, and all raceme attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the property and fights of the clerk of court (~thout being restricted to the provisions of the benefits under the plan), subject only to the claims of the clerk's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the clerk in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. 
The clerk &court has file duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent iuvestor. The clerk belic~ cs that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. 8. OTIIER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS The clerk of court offers all rctired employees health insurance benefits. The clerk and the retired employee each pa) onc- halfofthc~ premimn on a p~y-as-you-go basis. At June 30, 1997, 8 rctired employees were covered under the clerk's health insurance plan. The cost to the clerk of court for the year ended June 30, 1997, was $12,559. 
9. COMPENSATED ABSENCES At June 30, 1997, employees of the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $28,894 of employee leave benefits computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. 10. LEASES 
The clerk of court records items under capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accompanying financial stutemcnts The clerk of court had no capital leases at the eud of the year The clerk of court had no operating leases at the end of the year 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continned) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1997 11. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency Funds Advance Deposit Registry of Court Deferred Compensation Total 

Unsettled Deposits at Begimling of Year $ 3,052,701 671,294 131,769 $ 3,855,764 
Additions $ 1,365,303 2,907,401 27,956 $ 4,300,660 12, CHANGES IN GENEILAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS The clerk of court bad no long-term obligation transactions during tile year 

13. EXCESS FUND BALANCE 

Del~ions $ 1,147,406 1,374,652 
$ 2,522.058 

Unsettled Deposits at End of Year $ 3,270,598 2,204,043 159,725 $ 5,634.366 

Louisieala Revised SLatute 13:785 requires that every four years (at tile close of the term of office) file clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1997, fllere was no amount due the parish treasurer as the General Fnnds's fund balance at June 30, 1997, did not exceed one-half of the revenues of the General Fund for the last year of the clerk's four year term of office. 
14. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS At June 30, 1997, the clerk of court is involved in one suit. It is the opinion of the attorney, that there should be little or no exposure to tire clerk of court from the suit. Claims and litigation costs of $3,049 were incurled in the current year mad has been recorded as a current-year expeJLditurc in the General Fund. 
15, EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH COUNCIL Certain operating expenditures office clerk's office are paid by the parish council and are not included in the accompanying financial ~,;tatements. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Elided June 30, 1997 16. COMMITMENTS AND 1NTERGOVERNMENTAL SERVICE AGREEMENT On September 28, 1994, the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court and the Tangipahoa Parish Tax Assessor entered into an agreement to joh~tly fund a new mapping system. The new mapping system is to be capable of producing o~a~ership maps including roads and rivers in Tangipahoa Parish, and also be able to create maps of all election districts. The mapl.mg division will consist of one employee from the clerk of court's office, one employee from the tax assessor's office, and a temn leader, who ,Mll be compensated by the clerk of court's office. All expenses incurred, including aerial photogl aphy, will be the responsibility of the nmnicipalities or auy other governmental agency desiring a GIS. 17. RESERVED FUNDBALANCE The mnount in the Reserved Fund Balance is the balance of the checking account that is dedicated to the mapping pr(~iect between the clerk of court m~d the tax assessor. See footnote 16. 
18. ON-BEHALF PAYMENTS FOR FRINGE BENEFITS AND SALARIES For the year ended June 30, 1997, the clerk of court had the followhlg on-behalf payments, which were recorded as rex cnucs when received and expenditures when the cost was incurred, as required by GASB Statement 24: 

Funding Source Property Tax State Revenue Sharing Total On-Behalf Payments 

-16- 

Amount 33,757 3,391 37.148 



GENERAL FUND 
'the General Fund serves as the genera operating fund of the clerk of court. It is used to account for all fina~cia resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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TANG1PAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - GENERAL FUND 

REVENUES Licenses and pemuts Mariage licenses Passports Total licenses & permits 

Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Fees, charges, and colmnissions for services: Court cost, fees, and charges Criminal fees Suits & successions Court attendance Total fees, charges, and commissions for services 
Fees for recording legal documents Recordings, cancellations, and mortgages Total fees for recording legal documents 

GENERAL FUND 
SCHEDULE 1 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
25,000 $ 2.500 27.500 
63,200 796,000 10.185 
869.385 
770.000 770_000 Use of money and property-interest and dividends 160,000 Miscellaneous revenues Mapping salary reimbursement Minute Clerk reimbursement Election reimbursement Parish Council reimbursement Clerk's supplemental Election qualifying fees Miscellaneous Total miscellaneous revenues TOTAl, REVENUES 

(Continued) 

The accompmwing notes are m~ integral part of these statements. -18- 

14,400 8,300 9,700 11,700 5,000 49.100 

24,413 $ 2.820 27.233 
65,719 809,240 11.300 
886.259 
816.277 816.277 
161.715 
2,354 14,400 7,504 6,402 11,727 4,479 81 46.947 $ 1~875~985 $ )~938~431 $ 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABI.,E) 
(587) 320 
2,519 13,24(I I.I15 
16.874 
46.277 46 
1_715 
2,354 (796) (3,298) 27 (521) 81 
62.446 



 TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITF, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - GENERAL FUND 
Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

EXPENDITURES General govenunent Personal services and related benefits Salary of official Salary of deputies Salary of other employees Election salary - employees Electiou salary - nou-employees Custodian of voting machines Payroll taxes Medicare taxes Retirement contributions Group health insurance Uniforms Supplemental comp fund Total personal services and related benefits 
Operating services Clerk's expense allowance Dues & association fees UCC billings Office equipment repairs & maintenance lnsorance expense Errors & ommissions insurance Telephone Marriage license spouse abuse Professional fees Legal fees Jury commissiol~ Miscellaneous Total operating sen,ices Materials and supplies Office supplies Postage Computer expense Total materials and supplies (Continued) 

The accompanying notes are m~ integral part of these statements. -19- 

GENERAL FUND 

SCHEDUI,E 1 (Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
59,759 $ 860,000 15,000 12,500 140 2,400 1,000 7,300 105,000 165,000 20,000 20r875 1.268.974 
5,976 1,627 20,600 21,000 2,000 20,635 28,000 12,000 12,000 9,000 4,800 1.200 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORAI3LE) 
62,811 (3,052) 884,919 (24,919) 14,128 872 12,035 465 140 2,400 917 83 7,206 94 101,948 3,0S2 147,064 17,9~6 15,105 4,895 _..2!,ooo t!E~2_ _.1~_269~673 ~(!9~_ 
6,156 1,746 21,650 18,426 3,794 20,635 27,756 11,626 9,785 8,627 4,696 1.132 

(~ 2 
180) 119) 050) 574 (1,7q4) 244 37,1 2,215 373 1 (M 138,838 136,029 2~!!!) 

67,000 26,000 1,300 94.300 
59,631 26,817 6~429 92.868 

7,369 
1~432 



 
TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - GENERAL FUND 
Schedule of Reveuues and Expenditures Basis (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Travel and other charges Auto expense Travel & conventions Training & education Total travel and other charges 
Capital expenditures Mapping Fixed assets Total capital expenditures TOTAL EXPEN DITURES (Concluded) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. -20 - 

GENERAL FUND 

SCHEDUI,E 1 (Continued) 

BUDGET ACTUAL 3,350 15,000 77800 26.150 
32,000 24.325 56.325 

3,240 15,461 81771 27.472 
32,067 23.981 56.048 $ 1,684v587 $ = lv682 090 $ 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) ll0 (461) (97jO_ (1,322) 
(67) 3,14 277 2.497 



ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 
FIDUCIARY TYPE FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on stats filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. REGISTRY OF COURT FUND The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigations. Withdrawal oftbe funds can be made only upon order of the court. 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION FUND The Deferred Compensation Fund, as provided by I,ouisiana Revised Statutes 42:1301 - 42:1308, accounts for contributions by the clerk of court and employees of the clerk of court with the Louisiana Deferred Compensation t'lan. The plan is governed by Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Sen,ice Code. 
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ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Receivables Due from Other Funds TOTAL ASSETS 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

LIABILITIES Due to general fund Due to taxing bodies and others Due to plan participants TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Combined Balance Sheet June 30, 1997 ADVANCE REGISTRY DEFERRED I)F.POSIT OF COURT COMPENSATION FUND FUND ASSETS $ 2,370,3]3 $ 2,204,025 $ 835,874 1,323 18 76.050 
159,725 

$)~.228.3z560 $ 2,204,043 $=, 159,725 
$ 12,962 $ $ 3,270,598 2,204,043 
$ 3,283,560 $ 2~204~043 . S 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. - 22 - 

159.725 159.725 

SCHEDULE 2 

4,734,063 835,874 1,341 76,050 5.647.328 
12,962 5,474,641 1~72L 5.647.328 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Schedule of Changes in Unsettled Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 

SCHEDUI,E3 
REGISTRY DEFERRED OF COURT COMPENSATION FUND ASSETS TO'I A UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 3,052,701 $ 671,294 $ 

ADDITIONS Deposits: Suits, successions and judgments Contributions by participmats Total additions Total 
REDUCTIONS Clerk's costs 0ransferred to General Fund) Settlements to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees Stenographer's fees Sheriff's fees Judieal expense Juror cost Other reductions Total reductions 

1,365,303 1.365.303 4.418.004 
809,240 106,895 225 18,084 47,839 86,504 16,801 61.818 1.147.406 

2,907,401 2.907.401 3.578.695 
1,374,652 

1,374,652 UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT END OFYEAR $ 3~270~8. $_ 2~204~043 $ 

"lhe accompmaying notes are ml integral part of these statements. -23 - 

131,769 $ 3.855.764 
27_956 27.956 159.725 

4,272,704 2L~?_5_6_ 4.30(L660 8.156.424 
809,240 1,481,547 225 18,084 47,839 86,504 16,801 61,818 2,522:058 

159,725 $ 5.63,1.366 



OTHER INDEPENI)ENT AUDITOR'S REPORTS 

- 24 - 



Bruce C. HarrelL CPA Warren A. Wool, CPA Michael I'. Estay, CPA Dale H. Jones, CPA Charles P. Hebert, CPA James D. Rabalais, CPA 

BRUCE tlARRELL & CO. CERTWIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A Professional AccO~nlJna CorporaUon 109 West Minnesota Park Park Hace Suite 7 Hammond, LA 70403 VOICE: (504) 542.6372 FAX: (504) 345-3156 
KENTWOOD OFFICI" P.O. Box45 - 602 Fifth St Kentwood, LA 70444 VOICE: (504) 229.5955 FAX: (504) 229-5951 MEMBERS AmelScan Institute of CI'A~ Society of Louisiana CPA~ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Honorable Jolm Datuner Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court Amite, Louisiana 70422 We have audited the financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Coun: as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December 12, 1997. We conducted our audit in accotdance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain p~ovisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement anaounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Tile results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be repotted urider Government Auditing Standards. 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the intemal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A matcrial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to tile financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the inlernal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses 
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BRUCE ItARRELL & CO. CERTWIED PUBLIC ACCOUNI'ANVFS A Professt~nl~ A~unting Corporation 
Page 2 This report is intended for the information of management and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Bmce Harrell & Company, CPAs A Professional Accounting Corporation December 12, 1997 
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