
ntemal control structure and ils operation lhat I considered to be material weaknesses as defined above 
This report is intended for the information of the Jackson Parish Assessor. This is 11ol inlende~l 1o limil lira dislribulion of this reporl, which is a mailer of public record. 
Wcst Monroe, Louisiana January 14, 1998 
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116 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 71291 PHONE 318,325.2121 TOLL FREE LOUISfANA 1.800.541.5020 FAX 318.324. 1630 

Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 
HONORABLE EDDIE G. GATLIN, CLA JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana I have audited the general purpose financial slatements of the ]ackson Parish Assessor, a component nni! of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and for the year then ended, and have issued nay report thereon datext 3anuary 14, 1998. 
I conducted my audil in accordance with generally accepteA auditing slandards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Uniled States. Those standards require thai I plan and perform the audit to oblain reasonable assurance abonl whether the financial statements are free of malerial misslalcmcnl. The management of Jackson Parish Assessor is responsible for establishing and maintaining an inlemal control stnlelure. In fidfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and relalexl costs of internal control structure policies and procextures. The objectives of an inlernal conlrol sln, clure are to provide managemenl wflh reasonable, but nol absolnle, assurance lhat assets are safeguarded against loss from nnanlhorizexl use or disposition, and thai lvansactions are executed in accordance with management's aufllorizalion and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial slalemenls in accordance wilh generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limilalions in any inlernal control slrnclore, errors or irregularities may neverlheless occur and nol be detecleA. Also, projection of any evalnalion of the slnlctnre to fillure periods is snl!jecl to the risk thai procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or Ihal lhe effectiveness of the design and operalion of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
In planning and performing my andit of lhe general purpose financial slatemenls of tllc Jackson Parish Assessor for the year ended Dece,nber 31, 1997, I oblained an underslanding of the internal control stnlclure. With respect to the internal conlrol structure, I obtained an understanding of lhc design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessext conlrol risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the puq)ose of expressing my opinion on 

16- 



| '16 PROFE~C$1ONAL DRIVE WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 7129i PHONE 318.325.2121 'TOLL FREE LOUISfANA 1.800.541,5020 FAX 318.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance With Laws and Reg.lations 
HONORABLE EDDIE G. GATLIN, CLA JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR lonesboro, Louisiana ] have audited the general puq)ose financial statemenls of the Jackson Parish Assessor, a component unit of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and for the year then ended, and have issued my report thereon dated January 14, 1998. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Governntent Auditing Standards, issued by tile Comptroller General of the United States; and the Louis, iana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws and regulations applicable to tile Jackson Parish Assessor is the responsibility of the Jackson Parish Assessor's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general puqlose financial statements are fl'ce of material misstatement, I performed tests of the Jackson Parish Assessor's compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, my objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 
The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reportexl under Government Auditing Standards. This l~eport is intended for the information of the Jackson Parish Assessor. This is not intended to limit tile distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
West Monroe, Louisiana January 14, 1998 



Independent Auditor's Reports Required by Govenmlent Auditblg Standards 
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JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Nolcs Io tile Financial Slalemenls (Conlinued) 

LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 
AI December 31, 1997, the Jackson Parish Assessor is not involved in any liligalion, nor is he aware of any unassertexl claims. 

7 EXI'ENI)ITURES OF TItE ASSESSOR'S OFFICE PAIl) BY TIIE POLICE JURY 



JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
4, PENSION PLAN Substantially all employees of the Jackson Parish Assessor's office are members of the Ixnnisiana Assessor's Reliremenl System (systeln), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 
All full-lime employees who are nnder the age of 60 at tile time of original employment and arc nol drawing retirement benefits from any olher public retirement system in Louisiana arc required to participate in the system. Enlployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 t~r cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The system also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 
The system issues an annual publicly available report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for tile system. That reporl may be obtained by writing to life Ltmisiana Assessor's Retirement System, Post Office Box 1786, Shreveporl, Louisiana 71166-1786, or hy calling (318) 425-4446. 
Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered salary and life Jackson Parish Assessor is reqnired to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current vale is 6.00 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contribulions to the system include one-fourth of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, plus reveraFe sharing fnnds appropriated by the legislature. The contribution rcquircmon',s of plan members and the Jackson Parish Assessor are established and may be amended by state slalutc. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial vahlation and are snl~ecl to change each year based on the resnlts of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The .lackson Parish Assessor's contributions to the system for the years ending December 31, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $6,835, $5,341, and $5,701, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS Tile Jackson Parish Assessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for ils retired employees. Substmltially all of the assessor's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and similar 



JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
II. TOTAL COLUMN ON TItE BAI.ANCE SItEET 
The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicale that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity will] generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

PRINCIPAL TAXPAYERS The following are the principal taxpayers for the parish and their 1997 assessexl valuation 

Stone Container Coq~oration (Mill) Louisiana Power and Light Company General Electric Rail Car Stone Container Corporation (Bag) Willamette Industries Solflh Cenlral Bell Cavenham Forest Industries United Gas Pipeline Company Cryslal Oil Company Tenneco Pipeline Company Tota 
CIIANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

Per celll 1997 of Total Assessed Assessed Valuation Vahmtion $12,608,280 2,209,450 2,144,940 1,822,830 1,559,210 1,213,070 1,095,670 1,085,770 1,020,560 987.700 

A summary of changes in offices finrnishings and equipment follows Balance at January 1, 1997 Additions Deductions Balance at December 31. 1997 

21.44% 3.76% 3.65 % 3.10% 2.65% 2.06% 1.86% 1.85% 1.74% 1.68% 43.79% 

$121,971 5,140 NONE 



JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Slatemenls (Coniinued) 
CASII 
Under state law, the assessor may deposit fimds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the tmion, or Ihc laws of the Uniled Slates. The assessor may invest in certificates and lime deposils of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Ixmisiana. At December 31, 1997, the assessor has demand deposits (book balance) lotaling $150,919. These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, or the resLdting bank balances, must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owl~ed by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposil insurance nltlsl at all limes equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is nmtually acceptable to both parties. Cash (bank balance) at December 31, 1997, is secured as follows: Bank balance 
Federal deposit insurance Pledged securities (uncollateralized) Tola 

G. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE 

$ 100,000 183.478 

All employees are granted from two to three weeks of noncumulative vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. Sick leave is granted on an individual basis with proper documentation of aclnal illness. At December 31, 1997, there are no aecunmlated and vestezl benefils relaling to "~acalion and sick leave thai require accrual or disclosure. 
The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually laken. 
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JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Noles lo the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Revenu~ 
Compensation from taxing bodies is recorded in the year the ad valorem laxes are assessed, md valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquenl oll December 31. The compensation is generally collected in Decelnber of the currenl year and January of the ensuing year. Fees for preparing tax roils are recorded in the year prepared 
Interesl income on demand deposits is rocorded monlhly wheu 111o interest is earned and credited to the account. 
Based on the above criteria, compensation from taxing bodies and fees for preparing tax rolls have been lreated as susceptible to accnml. Expenditures 
Expendilures are generally recognized under the modified accnla basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUDGET PRACTICES 
The proposed budget for tile General Fund, prepared oll the modified accnlal basis of accounting, is made available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to lhe beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopted by the assessor and amended during the year, as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by the assessor at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reapproprialed for the following year to be expended. All changes in the budget must be approvexl by lhe assessor. 
Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during lhe year. Budgeled amonnts included in the accompanying financial slalement include lhe original adopted budget amounts. There were no budget amendments for the year ended December 31. 1997. 



JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Ftmds are classified into three categories; governmental, proprietary, and fidnciary. Each category, ill tnm, is divided into separate "fired types". Governmental fimds are used to account for a government's general activities, where tile focus of attention is on file 1)mvkling of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focus of attention is on recovering tbe cost of providing services to tile public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to accolml for assets held for others. The assessor's current operations require only the use of governlnental ftmds (General Fund). Compensation received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed by fornnda in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fired. 

C. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM DEBT Fixed assets used in govenunental fund type operations (genera! fixed assets) are accounted for ill the general fixed assets account group, rather than ill the General Fund. Fixed assets provided by the police jury are not recorded in the general fixed assets aceolml group. Approximately 49 per cent of fixed assets are valued at estimated historical costs, based on the actual costs of like items, while the remaining 51 per cent are based on actual historical costs. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at December 31, 1997. 
I). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
Tile financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determinext by its measurement focus. All governnlenlal funds are accounted for using a current financial resources nleasllrelnenl focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) ill net current assets. Tile modified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governmental fired types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when snsceptibletoaccnml (i.e., when they areboth measurable and available). "Measurable" means tile amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within tile current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The assessor uses the following praelices in recognizing and reporling revenues and expenditures: 



JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Joncsboro, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial StaIements (Continued) 
,3 
b 
The ability of tile police jnry to impose its will on that organization and/or; 
The lmteutial for lhe orgauizatiou to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority hot are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not inchlded because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Bcxzause the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the assessor's office is located, the assessor was determined to be a component unit of tile Jackson Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the fimds maintained by the assessor and do not present information on the police jury, the general govenunent services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 
B. FUND ACCOUNTING The assessor uses flmds and accotmt groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operalions. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by seglvgating transactions related to certain government flmclions or activities. A fired is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, on tile other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) thai are not recorded in the "fimds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with the measnrement of financial position, not with Ihe measurement of results of operations. 
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At December 31, 1997, there are 24,864 real, movable, and public service assessment listings totaling $26,663,690, $19,845,280, and $9,714,010, respectively. This represents a increase of 219 assessmen! listings. The total assessed valuation increased by $1,316,660. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting puq~oses, the Jackson Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Jackson Parish. The financial reporling enti|y consists of (a) the primary government (l~lice jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nattlre and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such thai exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statelnents to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes cfilcria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Jackson Parish Police Jnry for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forlh criteria 1o be considered in delennining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body and: 



 

JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 
Slalemenl of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

REVENUES Intergovenunenlal - compensation from taxing bodies Fees, charges, and comnfissions for services Use of money and properly - interesl earnings Tolal revenues EXPENI)ITURES General governmenl - laxalioll: Curren[: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Malerials and supplies Travel and olher charges Capital oullay Tolal expendilures EXCESS (1)eficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUNI) BAI~ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
59,255 3,900 6,300 69.455 
151,000 24,000 7,000 10,000 12,000 204.000 

$174,200 3,587 6,154 183.941 
163,530 21,846 7,703 8,021 5,140 206.240 

(34,545) (22,299) 48.456 174,112 

Statement B 

VARIANCE FAVORAB1 .E ([1NFAVORABLE) 
$14,945 (3131 (1461 14.486 
(12,5301 2,154 (703) 1,979 6.860 (2,240) 
12.246 125.656 $13,911 $151,813 $137,9(12 



 

JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 
Balance Sheet, December 31, 1997 

ASSETS Cash Receivable - compensation from taxing bodies Office furnishings and equipment TOTAL ASSETS IJABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities - accotmls payable Fund Equity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated Total Fund Iktuily TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

ACCOUNT GROUP - GOVERNMENTAL GENERAl. FUND TYPE - FIXED GENERAL FUNI) ASSETS 
$150,919 1,874 $127,111 

Statement A 

TOTAL (MEMORANI)UM ONLY) 
$150,919 1,874 127.111 $152,793 $127,111 $279,904 

$980 
151,813 151.813 $127,111 

$980 127,111 151.813 278.924 $152,793 $127,111 $279,904 

The accompanying notes are an integral pro1 of this statement 
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FAX 318.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report 

HONORABLE EDDIE G. GATLIN, CLA JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro. Louisiana 
I have auditext tile general purpose financial statements of tile Jackson Parish Assessor', a component unit of the Jackson Parish Police Jnry, as of December 31, 1997, and for the year then ended, as listezl in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Jackson Parish Assessor's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general pnrpose financial statements based on my andit. 
I condt,cled my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issl,ed by the Comptroller General of the Untied States. Those standards reqnire that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether tile general pnq)ose financial statements are fi'ee of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence snppotaing tile amounts and disclosures ill the general porpose financial statements. All audit also includes assessing the accounting principles nsexl and significant estimates made by managen~ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 
In my opinion, the general pnrpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material resl~cls, the financial position of the Jackson Parish Assessor as of December 31, 1997, and tile results of operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance wilh Government Auditing Standards, I have also issuexl a repoll dated Jam,ary 14, 1998, on my consideration of Jackson Parish Assessor's internal conlrol structure and a report dated January 14, 1998, on its compliance wilh laws and regulations. 
West Monroe, Louisiana January 14, 1998 
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Independent Auditor's Repot[ 

JACKSON PARISH ASSESSOR Jonesboro, Louisiana General Purpose Financial Statements Wifll Independent Auditor's Report As of and for the Year Ended December 31. 1997 

General l'urpose Finaucial Statements: Balance Sheel - All Fund Types and Account Groups Governmenlal Fund Type - General Fund Slalemenl of Revemies, Expenditures, and Changes in Ftmd Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Aclual Noles Io lhe Financial Slalemenls 
lndepelldent Auditor's Reports Required by Govenunent Auditbtg Standards: Reporl on Compliance Wflh Laws and Regulations 
Repel1 on hllernal Control Structure 
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